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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at the West Fulton Firehouse, sponsored by the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club 
 May 26th, 2005 

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club 

For their input on club activities*

President Doug Handy called this months meeting to order at 7:35 with a salute to the American flag.  The treasurer’s report was read; a motion to accept was made by Ray Zeh and passed.  Last months minutes were accepted.   There was a discussion about Assemblyman Hooker being activated for Military Guard duty. A motion was made to send a letter of support to the Delaware County Federation of Sportsmen to help their fight concerning the access & parking issues on Otsego Lake, Cooperstown, NY.  Received a letter from NYDEC Jeff Peil (518-357-2066) reminding Hunter Safety Instructors about a training class scheduled for July.  Eric Haslun would like to remind everyone that there is a 350 feet safety area around the Bald Eagle Nest located near Fly Pond.  There are two baby eagles resting in the nest.  A couple of campers were getting too close so he had to give them a warning.  There is a hefty fine along with jail time for this offense. Doug Handy send a letter thanking Dr. Burton and Dr. Echel for sponsoring our Canoe Raffle tickets.  Gerald Hamm reported one completely white deer and another nearly all white located near the West Fulton Firehouse.  A motion was made to make up Posters for showing support for the boat launch on the Schoharie Creek near Esperance to display at the Fair Booth.  Tickets are available for the SCCA Annual Canoe raffle drawn on the last day of the Cobleskill Fair held in August. POC for tickets is Doug Handy 295-7779.  Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a Wildlife Print, the Bank of Richmondville has again donated a $100.00 savings bond, Wal-Mart will donate a $100 gift certificate, Black powder 50 Cal Rifle for 2nd prize and an Old Town Canoe or $500 CASH will be the 1st prize for the raffle. Drawing is last day of Cobleskill Fair – 6:00 PM.  The July meeting will be held at the Cobleskill Fair ground (SCCA booth) July 28th.   

SCCA Association Dues are due.  Dues are slowly coming in.  Association Club Dues are $30.00 annually and Individual Memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035

NYSCC Region 4 News - CWD educational workshops being scheduled The New York State Conservation Council is planning to hold CWD educational workshops around the state to answer questions and concerns about CWD. The first meeting will be held in the Utica area on June 27th.  I will put out notification when we have a definite location. We would like to hold one of these workshops in every region of the state. Therefore, I need the Regional Directors/Alternates to locate a place to hold the workshop in their areas. The location must: #1 - have room for possibly 200 people to attend; #2 - have no cost to the Council; #3 - be located in an area close to the majority of sportsmen in the region. We are hoping to hold these workshops in July, August and early September. Please get your local clubs involved in finding locations.  Some suggestions are large sportsmen's clubs, firehouses, Elks or Moose Lodges, Town Halls, 4H Cooperative Extensions, etc. Please let me know ASAP of appropriate places and availability in each region.  Harold Palmer, Second Vice President, New York State Conservation Council. 607-638-9013.   I did contact Dan Owens, our Region 4 Director and volunteered the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club or a room at Cobleskill College. 

NYSCC Legislative Information June 2, 2005 - Assembly Task Force Formed 


On May 31 it was announced that a new task force was formed given the assignment of developing ways to improve and promote the hunting and fishing industry in the State of New York. The Assembly Republican Leader Charles Nesbitt, has asked Assemblyman Will Barclay to Chair this task force. The Task Force will travel the State, gathering information and developing an understanding of the current role outdoor activities play in the local economies and the lives of New York State residents. Those interested in attending one of these meetings across the State should contact to attend these  

Suggested attendees include: members of local hunting and fishing organizations, industry-related business owners, state officials, chambers of commerce representatives, local promotion and tourism officials, and other interested parties The task force will also be looking for ways to increase the vitality of New York's outdoor sport industry, increase the number of recreational anglers and hunters, invest in land for outdoor recreation, enhance New York's efforts to manage game species, and improve relations between traditional outdoor sportsmen and sportswomen and the communities where these activities take place. The first regional task force meeting is scheduled for June 21 in Albany. 

The task force consists of 18 members: Assemblyman Will Barclay, Chair Assemblyman Joseph S. Saladino, Vice-Chair Assemblywoman Teresa R. Sayward, Vice-Chair, Assemblyman Daniel J. Burling, Assemblyman Marc W. Butler, Assemblywoman Nancy Calhoun, Assemblyman Pat M. Casale, Assemblyman Clifford W. Crouch, Assemblyman Gary D. Finch, Assemblyman James P. Hayes, Assemblyman Daniel L. Hooker, Assemblyman Patrick R. Manning, Assemblyman Thomas O'Mara, Assemblyman Chris Ortloff, Assemblyman Jack Quinn, Assemblywoman Dierdre K. Scozzafava, Assemblyman Willis H. Stephens, Jr., Assemblywoman Sandra Lee Wirth. 

For information on schedules for other meeting contact Kathleen Lisson in the Assembly Republican Office of Public Affairs 518-455-5073 or Kelly Cummings 518-455-3756 - cummink@assembly.state.ny.us 

NYPA Wildlife Management Task Force:  Call NYPA 607-588-6061 or 518-827-6121  Promoting Fish Diary program with DEC for both reservoirs access permits.  New York Power Authority will host the Wildlife Festival September 24th, 2005
New York State Fish & Wildlife Management Board for Region 4:  Region 4 has a sportsmen & landowner representatives with two alternates from nine different counties (Schoharie, Green, Delaware, Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Montgomery, Otsego and Columbia) A meeting will be held on June 22nd at the Middleburgh Diner at 7:00 PM.  Columbia County reported that a successful “Youth Hunt” for wild turkeys was held with 25 youths participating.  Delaware County reported that there are several access problems for hunting & fishing which was discussed at a meeting with NYCDEP.  They also reported continuous bear problems with alfalfa round bales and extensive corn damage.  They are requesting a Spring Bear hunt.  They don’t feel nuisance bear permits issued by DEC staff is adequate.   Green County reported that the first trout stocking has been completed.  Schoharie County reported the New York Power Authority did do their annual trout stocking with approximately 3000 Rainbow to the upper & lower reservoirs. They also held their Emergency Service Reception where they donated $20,000 to the local Fire & Rescue Departments.   Otsego County reported 59 coyotes have been taken by sportsmen using hounds.  A DNA study is being done to better understand their genetics.  Fifty-four kids are being sent to summer camp. Youth training flyers were put out (turkey hunting) with only two responses.  The Federation would like to see a rule change allowing any licensed adult, 21or older, to legally take youths a field hunting subject to parental consent.  A motion was made and passed.  A resolution was sent to our Acting Commissioner Denise M. Sheehan dated May 26,2005

We all need to telephone your Assemblymen and Senators.  Contact Linda Coffin at 315-894-3302 for Elected Representatives phone numbers. I would call as many as you can.  We need to educate them on this bill and how it will limit our access (hunting areas).  

Legislative Bill which if passed will affect many hunters and land owners:

Bill Number      Assembly    A1374         Sponsor:  Morelle (MS)

                           Senate         S3053          Sponsor:  ALESI

Title of Bill  An act to amend the environmental conservation law to prohibit the discharge of a firearm or long bow within 1000 feet of a school or school playground; increases the distance which hunters may hunt near schools from 500 feet to 1,000 feet. SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: Environmental Conservation Law Section 11-0931(4)(a)(2) is amended to increase the distance at which a discharge of a firearm is prohibited near a school or school playground to 1,000 feet from the current law, which is only 500 feet.
 Purpose To increase the distance, which hunters may hunt near schools from the current 500 feet to 1,000 feet.

Reasons for Opposing
1. The present universal ban on the discharge of a firearm or longbow within 500 feet of an occupied building, factory, school or playground has prevented most incidents of this type for the last 70 years.

2. It would be better to amend the penal law to make the action of discharging a weapon at a school or school playground in a manner likely to cause injury or harm an act of reckless endangerment.  It is the direction of the shooting, not the distance, which is the problem.

3. The bill would arbitrarily prohibit hunting, target shooting, dispatching a rabid animal, or other lawful activity of self-defense regardless of circumstances.  A child target practicing with a bow and arrow in the yard of his or her home would be in violation of this statute even though the arrow probably would not travel more than 150 to 200 feet if shot in the air at a 45 degree angle.

Code Committee Assembly Contacts:

	FIRSTN
	LASTN
	OFFICENO
	PHONE
	EMAIL
	FAX

	James
	Brennan
	641
	518-455-5377
	brennaj@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5592

	Vivan
	Cook
	331
	518-455-4203
	cookv@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-3606

	Steven
	Cymbrowitz
	538
	518-455-5214
	cymbrows@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5738

	Thomas
	Kirwan
	725
	518-455-5762
	kirwant@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5593

	Charles
	Lavine
	325
	518-455-5456
	lavinec@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5467

	Clarence
	Norman
	739
	518-455-5262
	cnorman@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5768

	Daniel
	O'Donnell
	819
	518-455-5603
	odonned@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-3812

	J. Gary
	Pretlow
	845
	518-455-5291
	pretloj@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5447

	Robin
	Schimminger
	847
	518-455-4767
	schimmr@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-4724

	Dierdre
	Scozzafava
	719
	518-455-5797
	scozzad@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5289

	Michele
	Titus
	741
	518-455-5668
	titusm@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-3892

	David
	Townsend
	448
	518-455-5334
	townsed@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5391

	Helene
	Weinstein
	831
	518-455-5462
	weinsth@Assembly. state.ny.us
	518-455-5752

	Mark
	Weprin
	626
	518-455-5806
	weprinm@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5977

	Sandra
	Wirth
	546
	518-455-4601
	wirths@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5257

	Keith
	Wright
	749
	518/455-4793
	wrightk@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-3890

	Kenneth
	Zebrowski
	931
	518-455-5735
	zebrowk@assembly.state.ny.us
	518-455-5561

	
	
	
	
	
	


 NYSCC announces the 56th Annual Conservation Education Workshop.  July 17th  – 23rd   
Workshop was cancelled because NYSCC only received 15 registration applications and they need 25 to break even on the cost.

Letters from Senator Seward: - I called his office voicing my concerns on the Legislative bills concerning the discharging of a firearm (gun & archery) within a 1,000 feet of a school and the bill which he sponsored concerning the launch at Glimmerglass lake on Otsego Lake.  I receive two letters. 

Dear Mr. Zeh: Thank you for contacting my office concerning Senate bill 3053, which prohibits the discharge of a gun or a bow within 1,000 feet of a school.  The bill is currently in the Environmental Conservation Committee.  When it comes to the Senate floor for a vote, I will keep your views in mind.  Let me say that I foresee problems with the bill for homeowners that are near to schools, among other issues.  I will be sensitive to the concerns you have raised. Thank you for contacting me.  Please do not hesitate to do so again if I can be further assistance.  James L. Seward

Dear Mr. Zeh: Thank you for contacting my office concerning legislation that would prevent the state from constructing a boat launch on Otsego Lake. I appreciate hearing from you.  As a long time friend of and advocate for sportsmen, I appreciate the need for local sport fishermen to have reasonable access to the lake for fishing.  The problem is not access.  It’s parking.  Public access is available at the village launch in Cooperstown, and will continue to be so, but the problem is launching and then parking vehicles and trailers.  The impetus behind the legislation is the village’s concern about its water supply. The village board of trustees passed a resolution asking the state to foreclose the possibility of future launches, concerned about a launch site showing up on a statewide list that would attract large boats and nonsportsmen from all over the state.  I remain committed to access and parking for our area sport fishermen.  I have been working with the village and others to ensure that, even without a state launch at Glimmerglass Park, local sport fishermen have access and parking.  As we review this issue, I will be sensitive to the concerns you have raised.  Thank you for contacting me.  Please do not hesitate to do so again if I can be of additional assistance.  James L. Seward  

We all need to contact him on these issues. His phone number is 607-432-5524 or 518-455-3131.

Club Reports:

SUNY Cobleskill College Report - The two new walleye rearing ponds will be finished by August and

online for next year.  This will give a total of three ponds.  SUNY Cobleskill, SCCA & NYDEC should 

be giving some thought to where we should put the fish for the next four years.  In addition to the walleye

ponds, they are building a new fish rearing complex, which will consist of five ponds, one holding pond 

and four covered ponds?  The reservoir will be 200 ft by 120 ft X 12 ft deep.  The four covered ponds 

will be 30 X 60 X 4ft deep. These are being built with a grant from ARC (Appalachian Regional Commission).

The following is a list of waters surveyed by Mark Cornwell and his class.  He will be at the September 

meeting to give a report and answer any questions.

2 sites on the Keyserkill.  Trout found at both sites

2 sites on Manorkill.  No trout

2 sites West Middleburgh.  Found trout

2 sites on Little Schoharie. No trout at lower site

2 sites on Cole Hollow. Found trout

2 trips to Bowmakers. One bass

2 trips to Central Bridge Reservoir. Found bass

2 trips to Looking Glass. No bate  fish, just bass

1 trip to Bear Gulch. 

1 trip to Fancher’s Pond

They interviewed 550 ice fishermen on Otsego Lake.

Otsego Lake will be receiving 80,000 walleye fingerlings, 40,000 State fingerlings and  40,000 from private sources.  

Colby Fish & Game Club:  There were 225 Tiger Trout 12” or larger stocked in the Smith Reservoir, off Dow Street in the town of Cobleskill on June 2nd.  

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters.  For more info on the club, visit: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Long Path North Hiking Club– LPN has submitted a grant for kiosks and trail maintenance.  They added 4.5 miles of trail north of the dam.  They also have a new patch for anyone who does the whole Schoharie County Hike. You must apply through LPN.  Applicants must take pictures at designated landmarks.  Website address: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/lpn/news.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  There were 96 boys & girls fishing at our annual Fish Derby on May 21st.  Over 61 fish were caught in the fist hour.  The largest fish caught was a 15 ½” brook trout and was landed by 12 year old Tim Pasquini.  There was also an eleven-inch bluegill caught.  Grand prizes were given to the largest three fish caught in each age group.  All registered boys and girls received prizes whether they caught fish or not.  We would also like to thank the many local businesses from all over Schoharie County who donated prizes for the event.   We would like to give credit to our local DEC officer, Eric Haslun and his wife Deb, who did an excellent job measuring and weighting in all fish caught.  Thank you Eric & Deb !!!!!!!  Our December raffle tickets are available.  Ray Zeh is the ticket manager this year 234-8804.  Trap shoots every Friday 6:00 –11:00 PM For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com

Whitetails Unlimited – Next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on August 7th to turn in tickets for Banquet.  $15.00 Adults - $8.00 under 16.  Doors opens 12:00 at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the last Sunday in September on the 25th.   Live & Silent Auctions – Raffles – 7 different Guns will be auctioned along with several Prints, Knives, Camping Equipment and other Items.  Annual memberships sold at the door.  Must purchase tickets before September 20th.  Poc: Mike Zeh 266-5581 Bill Nelson 295-8571, John Bloomer 875-6288 or Bob Britton 827-7024.

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club – Will sponsor Tim Murphy 10 K run October 8th.  Discuss a proposal to build a hiking trail from the soccer field down to the Schoharie Creek around by the Walhalla Rocks.  Still need to get permission from new property owner.   Raffle drawing was held June 7th.  1st prize – Ed LaBadia Central Bridge sold by Ray Lawyer, 2nd Prize - Kelly Fancher, Middleburgh sold by Brain McGregor and 3rd Prize  Timothy Hart, sold by Pee Wee Papas.  Voted in 4 new members – 80 plus members in club now.  Membership discussed concerns on parking problems near the Lake Front Motel at Otsego Lake.  Village of Cooperstown is having a special meeting to discuss parking & access – will send a representative from the club.  Discussed the new parking area ion Sawyer Hollow road – almost complete.  Looking Glass Pond has no bait fish – need to stock – bass eating bass. Will contact Norm McBride. Mowed grass & weeded thanks to the Hamm family.  $100 Scholarship will be awarded at Middleburgh Central School on Moving Up Day

which the club approved.  No Meeting for month of July – Next meeting August 2nd.

Trout Unlimited – Looking at stocking two ponds by Dr. Reilly Park located near Howes Cave. 

Friends of NRA – Foothills Friends of the NRA 11th Annual Banquet  Wednesday October 5th  6:00 PM – 10 PM  Johnstown Holiday Inn, Route 30A, Johnstown  For tickets – Fred Maderic (518) 762-4483 or Dick Bumpus (518) 725-1927 Live Auction – Silent Auction – Games – Raffles – Door Prizes – Special Drawings

Delaware County Gun & Sportsman Show – September 3rd & 4th – Indian Country Warehouse Exit 84 of Rt 17 – Laurel Bank Ave, Deposit, NY  Hours: 9-5 on Sat & 9-3 on Sun. Admission $6 Adults under 12 free. For more info: (607) 206-4001 or 435-1694  All types of Firearms, Ammunition, Military Surplus, Knives  

Strut-In-Hens: – Nation Wild Turkey Federation – Schoharie County Ridge Runners:  Presents:   Women in the Outdoors  -  July 24, 2005  10 AM to 5 PM at Dick’s Sporting Goods Store  Crossgates Mall  Albany, NY Contact: Christina Langevin at (518) 669-7192  hookedonpaws@peoplepc.com  (Send registration to:  248  17th Street  Schenectady, NY 12306)  or Liz Reinhart  (518) 673-3965  donzil@telenet.net   Check the web www.nwtf.org  Registration Fee:  $40.00   Or Mother/Daughter special  $70 for both!   Make checks payable to:  Women in the Outdoors Fee covers continental breakfast, lunch, all equipment use, all course instruction, membership to NWTF, magazine subscription and a gift!

SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/
The next meeting will be held at Conesville Fire House sponsored by the Conesville Rod & Gun Club Thursday, June 23rd  at 7:00 PM.  [image: image3.png]
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Our guest speaker will be Quentin Van Nortwick
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