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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at the Conesville Firehouse, sponsored by the Conesville Rod & Gun Club, 2005 

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club

For their input on club activities*

President Doug Handy called this months meeting to order at 7:20 with a salute to the American flag.  The treasurer's report was read; a motion to accept was made by Gerald Hamm and second by Al Hess.  Last months minutes were also accepted.   Tickets are available for the SCCA Annual Canoe raffle drawn on the last day of the Cobleskill Fair held in August. POC for tickets is Doug Handy 295-7779.  Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a Wildlife Print, the Bank of Richmondville has again donated a $100.00 savings bond, Wal-Mart will donate a $100 gift certificate, Black powder 50 Cal Rifle for 2nd prize and an Old Town Canoe or $500 CASH will be the 1st prize for the raffle. Drawing is last day of Cobleskill Fair - 6:00 PM.  The July meeting will be held at the Cobleskill Fair ground (SCCA booth) July 28th.   Make sure all tickets are turned in before the last day of Cobleskill fair.
 
SCCA Association Dues:  Dues are slowly coming in.  Several associate membership dues are past due.  Individual Memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035

 

Quenton Van Norwick:  Delaware County representative on the NY City Watershed Committee:  Discussed opening NYC watershed lands for small game hunting. This has been an on going proposal since 1995.  Lands are currently open for hunting deer only.   NYC Watershed Committee did ask for help with posting the Watershed land and then they wanted the local rod & gun clubs to provide liability insurance for the guys doing the posting.  This was not approved.  The NYC Watershed ended up doing their own posting.  There is a Watershed Protection Collation who hired Jeff Baker, a lawyer who acted as a mediator to help with gaining access for small game hunting.  This past Spring a Township Group was formed from Delaware County to discuss the NYC Watershed Area.  They feel that there is no economical benefit use to the county from this area.  The Catskill Watershed Corporation did send a package to NYS DEC looking for help with increasing benefits from the NYC Watershed.  There was a big discussion on the acres of land of which the NYC Watershed is buying, as far away as Jefferson.  Nothing to date has happen.  Future attempts are being made. Steps being taken: 

1. There is a Legislative Bill in the State Senate. 

2. There have been discussions in the Delaware County and different Townships about being a lawsuit against the NYC Watershed. 

3. There is a letter campaign, asking for help from Governor Pataki, Senator Seward and Assemblyman Hooker. 

4. Letters to the editor for local papers - NYC Watershed is really sensitive to negative publicity. 

 

Senator Seward did respond to a letter sent by Dewey Irving & Al Hess saying that the NYC Watershed must comply as New York State does to the same rules for NYS Lands.

 

Town Supervisor, Donald Brandow is working with the local sportsmen & sportswomen to gain more access and usage of the lands controlled & owned by the NYC Watershed.  This land is located in Sullivan, Ulster, Green, Schoharie and Delaware Counties.

 

Gerald Hamm was nominated to write a letter for SCCA to our different elected officials to help support this program.  A draft of that letter will be available at the July meeting.

 

New Business-Pheasant Program:  Conesville Rod & Gun Club had 280 peasants for the soft release project.  Green County Supervisors give $4500.00 to the Green County Conservation Federation for releasing pheasants 3 times a year.  Each bird cost $8.00.   Questions were asked by the different clubs are not requesting the number of day old chicks which was done in the past.  Dave Wood and Ray Zeh are looking to start a project for Boy Scouts to raise day old chicks next Spring.  Conesville Rod & Gun is asking the SCCA to contact Schoharie County Supervisors for a resolution for the same type of program as Green County has.  A motion was made and passed to send Doug Handy and Donald Brando to the next Schoharie County Supervisors meeting held in Schoharie on the 3rd Friday of each month at 10 AM.  Next County meeting 7/22/05.

 
Hello Anglers:  The worst enemies of fishing reels are dirt, grime and pollutants from the water you are fishing in. Fishing reels should be cleaned and lubed no less than once a year, or more often if you are a tournament angler. 

Top Water Fishing All Day by Charles Stuart   
Ask any fisherman or woman the most entertaining method of catching bass and chances are they will respond with "the top water bite". From my own personal experience, I can tell you that I laughed so much with the excitement, that my partner thought I was going to have a heart attack!   

Whilst this method has a lower "strike to catch ratio" compared to other forms of bass fishing, it is still worth using and keeping nearby in case the surface comes alive with bait fish jumping out of the water for their lives!

The tackle required depends upon conditions; however, I believe that bass can be caught all day long on a top water lure. For me, a small arsenal of top water lures is a must, but remember to alternate them to match the changing mood of the fish. I prefer a 6 and 1/2 to 7-foot bait casting rod with 15lb test line. Whenever possible before using any store purchased lure, I always change the hooks to a premium hook such as Gamakatsu. I have seen too many hooks straighten or break from a large fish, or the hook been thrown, because they were not sharp enough.   

I will often start with the buzzbait. This lure comes with single, double, treble and in-line, blade combinations. I like to use smaller buzzbaits, but that is not to say that a large six or eight inch buzzbait with loud blades will not produce. Correctly tuned buzzbaits should NEVER run straight.  If it does, something is wrong, fish do not swim in straight lines and neither should your buzzbait.  Bend the propeller or propellers to arch the retrieve in the water. The more splash and noise it makes, the more fish will see it and attack it.   

Start your retrieve quickly. After a few casts if you are not getting any bites, slow down the retrieve until a fish swirls near the bait or strikes it.  This is the bass telling you at what speed they want their meal moving. Next come top water poppers. This name is used to cover a large group of surface lures with cupped faces that give the "popping" sound. This lure spits water when retrieved with small downward jerks of the rod tip toward the water surface. The dimension of this lure is important. Make sure you know the size and colors of the baitfish that live in that body of waters you are fishing.  Referred to in fly fishing as "matching the hatch", your lure color and size plays an important role on bright sunny days when the sunlight reflects off the body and flashes on the surface of the water. On overcast days, color is not so important, as the bass do not get to see much more than the outline of the bait and will make a decision to either ignore the bait, or strike at it. Again, if the fish swirl at the bait you should be prepared to drop the bait your using and use a floating plastic worm.   

Next come the "spook" baits. Zara Spook and Zara Puppy or similar cigar shaped lures. (Often I will increase the size of the hook from a 1/0 to a 2/0 with this lure). The best method of retrieval is "walking the dog"'. This snapping, twitching and slow line retrieval combination takes some practice but once mastered can be deadly when top water action is at its height.   

When bass are chasing shad to the surface, this lure should be cast directly on top of the fish, keeping the boat a good distance from the area of activity. Casting accuracy is vital, as a badly placed cast will waste precious moments until you can cast again. To practice your casting in your backyard or in a park, use a rubber weight in place of the lure. I often use an old car tire or a bucket as a target and practice for an hour a day.

When a fish takes a top water offering, WAIT. Let the fish take the lure, feel the weight of the fish and then set the hook. All to often, the initial reaction is to strike, but this often pulls the lure out of the mouth of the fish. When the fish are biting, I usually count s-l-o-w-l-y to three, then set the hook.

Surface fishing spinner baits and jerkbaits often catch fish.  Again start with a fast retrieve and slow it down till the fish tell you what they want.   Good Luck!  

 
 
NYSDEC- Please help spread the word regarding the CWD workshop that AWCF, NYSDEC, Cornell, and the CWD Alliance are running 8/13 in Syracuse....$20 registration covers lunch & 2 breaks plus plenty of door prizes.  Registration due 8/7 to Diana Bryant, 108 Fernow Hall, Ithaca 14853 or fax credit car info to 607-255-2815   Website info: http://wildlifecontrol.info/CWD/workshopinfo.htm       

Deer and Chronic Wasting Disease in New York State
A Workshop for Sportsmen, Farmers, and 

Outdoor Writers

Topics include:
Cause and Effects of CWD; 2. The Wisconsin Experience 

 3. Current Status in US and NYS; 4. Public Health Concerns

Saturday, August 13, 2005    Wyndham Hotel   6301 Route 298, East Syracuse, NY 13057
Sponsors:
*  American Wildlife Conservation Foundation; Cornell University; College of Veterinary Medicine; Cooperative Extension; NYS Agricultural Experiment Station; CWD Alliance; NYS - Department of Environmental Conservation

With the March 2005 discovery of captive deer infected with chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Oneida County, NY State became the eastern most state to harbor this fatal disease of deer and elk. Since then, two wild deer have been documented to have the disease. As of mid-June no additional deer have been diagnosed with CWD. Numerous issues still exist for meat processors, hunters, livestock owners, wildlife biologists, health professionals, veterinarians, and the general public. 

The objective of this workshop is to bring together some of the nation's and state's leading authorities on CWD to provide information on the status and control of the disease in NY State.  This workshop will provide the forum necessary for presentation and discussion of facts that will allow various stakeholders to make informed decisions. All participants will receive a copy of the proceedings and the booklet "Understanding Chronic Wasting Disease in NY State and the Northeast Region."

Agenda for the day:

8:00 Registration, view exhibits, enter raffle

9:00 Welcome -  Dr. Paul Curtis, Cornell Cooperative Extension
9:10 Chronic Wasting Disease: Cause, Transmission, Effects - Dr. Bryan Richards, National Wildlife Health Center
9:40 Status and Control in Western Wild and Ranched Cervids - Bruce Morrison, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
10:10    BREAK
10:30 The Wisconsin Experience with CWD -  Alan Crossley, Wisconsin DNR
11:00 Current Status in the United States -The National Plan - Bruce Morrison, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
11:30 Question-Answer Period

12:00    LUNCH
1:00 Diagnosis of CWD in New York State - Dr. Brad Njaa, Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine
1:30 Detection, Monitoring, and Management of Chronic Wasting Disease in Wild Deer in New York - Dr. John Major, Bureau of wildlife, NYS DEC
2:00 Status and Control on New York Deer and Elk Farms - Dr. Jeffrey Huse, NYS Dept.  Agriculture and Markets
2:30  BREAK
2:45 Public Health Concerns -  Dr. Millicent Eidson, NYS Dept. Public Health
3:15 Concerns of New York Deer & Elk Farmers - Martha Goodsell, North American Deer Farmers Assn.
3:45 Question-Answer Period

4:15 Closing Comments - Dr. Robert E. Chambers, American Wildlife Conservation Foundation
CWD Workshop Registration

Name: _______________________________; Address: _____________________________

City: _________________________________; State, Zip: ____________________________ 

Phone: (________)_____________________; E-mail: ______________________________

Registration includes proceedings, booklet, morning break and lunch. Proceedings and booklet only available for $10.

Please check one:   ___ Registration $20.  ___ Proceedings/booklet $10.

Make checks payable to:  Cornell University  Mail  to: Diana Bryant - CWD Workshop 

            108 Fernow Hall, Ithaca, NY  14853   or Fax to: 607-255-2815 (with credit card info.)  or
Online: Registration.htm.  Sorry, no phone registrations.

MasterCard/Visa and Check Payment - Please Print Neatly 
Card Number:__ __ __ __    __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __   exp. date:  ___/___      Amount: $_____

Registration and payment must be received by August 7, 2005. Space available on first come, first serve basis. No refunds after that date and no late registrations accepted. We reserve the right to cancel; full refund and notification will be made by mail or phone before August 10, 2005.

 

NYCC Council:  CWD educational workshops being scheduled The New York State Conservation Council is planning to hold CWD educational workshops around the state to answer questions and concerns about CWD. The first meeting was held in the Utica area on June 27th.  They are planning on holding one of these workshops in every region of the state.  Region 4 is running a raffle to raise funds for the NYSCC.  Tickets are $5 and a prize will be given each day for the month of November.  Tickets are available from Mike Zeh and Dave Wood.   

 

NYPA Wildlife Management Task Force:  Call NYPA 607-588-6061 or 518-827-6121  Promoting Fish Diary program with DEC for both reservoirs access permits.  New York Power Authority will host the Wildlife Festival September 24th, 2005

 

New York State Fish & Wildlife Management Board for Region 4:  Region 4 has a sportsmen & landowner representatives with two alternates from nine different counties (Schoharie, Green, Delaware, Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Montgomery, Otsego and Columbia) A meeting was held on June 22nd at the Middleburgh Diner at 7:00 PM.  Columbia County reported that they would be selling NYS Habitat Stamps at their fair booth to promote the program.  Delaware County reported continuous bear problems with alfalfa round bales and extensive corn damage.  They don't feel nuisance bear permits issued by DEC staff is adequate. They also stated that they were not getting a notification of the fish drops (time & dates) for the fish stocking from NYSDEC.  Schoharie County reported the New York Power Authority did do their annual trout stocking with approximately 3000 Rainbow to the upper & lower reservoirs. They also held their Emergency Service Reception where they donated $20,000 to the local Fire & Rescue Departments. DEC reported there was a surplus of 5,000 trout to be spread around the state.  Cobleskill reservoir received 500 extra yearlings.  140,000 brown trout were stocked in Oswego Lake which were 2 ½" - 3 " fingerlings. Next year DEC is stated that Cobleskill would get 200-250 two-year-old trout.  DEC stated that we have 16 to 20 Banded Eagles within Region 4.  A discussion was held on the deforestation problems within the region.  The Tent Caterpillar, the Cancer Worm and the Gypsy Moth cause this.  In some areas you can really knowtise the whole side of a hill where these insects have taken advantage of the foliage.  Dick Henry has replaced Art Johnson as the big game manager for our region.  A discussion on Deer Task Force was held to help decide on the number of antler less deer management permit will be issued.  It has been over 5 years since this was done.  The number of tags for most DMUs will be less than last year.  Some units will not have any tags issued.   DEC (Dick Henry) gave a number of 850,000 for the deer population statewide after last falls harvest.  There was also a discussion on the Legislative bill, which is on the Governor's desk for his signature, a bill to legalize rifle hunting within some of the counties close to the Pennsylvania Border and also Schoharie County.  Next meeting will be held September 28th at the Middleburgh Diner.

 

Club Reports:
 
SUNY Cobleskill College Report - College is out for the Summer.  

 
Colby Fish & Game Club: Will be running a raffle for one 12 ga. Beretta, one 20 ga. Mossberg and a spinning (fishing) outfit to raise funding for the purchase of some land for a clubhouse.  Drawing will advertised in SCCA newsletter.  There were 225 Tiger Trout 12" or larger stocked in the Smith Reservoir, off Dow Street in the town of Cobleskill on June 2nd.  

 

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club- Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters.  For more info on the club, visit: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
 
Long Path North Hiking Club- LPN has submitted a grant for kiosks and trail maintenance.  They added 4.5 miles of trail north of the dam.  They also have a new patch for anyone who does the whole Schoharie County Hike. You must apply through LPN.  Applicants must take pictures at designated landmarks.  Website address: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/lpn/news.html
 

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Hunter Safety Course will be held August 1st, 2nd, & 3rd.  Pre-registration (required) is on July 25th 7:00-9:00PM.  Archery Bow Course will be August 8th, & 9th and another on September 19th & 20th. Both courses will run from 6 - 10 PM each night.  New York Power Authority donated $200 for buying Archery Equipment for the Summer Youth Archery League.  This program started July 6th and goes for 7 weeks.  Still have 350 Gun raffle tickets available for club members to sell.  Ray Zeh is the ticket manager this year 234-8804.  Trap shoots every Friday 6:00 -11:00 PM.  For more information check out the club's website address. http://www.middleburghrg.com
 

Whitetails Unlimited - Next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on August 7th to turn in tickets for Banquet.  $15.00 Adults - $8.00 under 16.  Doors opens 12:00 at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the last Sunday in September on the 25th.   Live & Silent Auctions - Raffles - 7 different Guns will be auctioned along with several Prints, Knives, Camping Equipment and other Items.  Annual memberships sold at the door.  Must purchase tickets before September 20th.  Poc: Mike Zeh 266-5581 Bill Nelson 295-8571, John Bloomer 875-6288 or Bob Britton 827-7024.

   

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club - 16 club members along with several family members did a rehab on the Lean-to, which is located on the Panther Creek Farm.  This structure was originally built by Darwin Hamm back in 1965.   Will sponsor Tim Murphy 10 K run October 8th.  Discuss a proposal to build a hiking trail from the soccer field down to the Schoharie Creek around by the Walhalla Rocks.  Still need to get permission from new property owner.  Next meeting August 2nd.
 

Trout Unlimited - Looking at stocking two ponds by Dr. Reilly Park located near Howes Cave. 

 

Friends of NRA - Foothills Friends of the NRA 11th Annual Banquet  Wednesday October 5th  6:00 PM - 10 PM  Johnstown Holiday Inn, Route 30A, Johnstown  For tickets - Fred Maderic (518) 762-4483 or Dick Bumpus (518) 725-1927 Live Auction - Silent Auction - Games - Raffles - Door Prizes - Special Drawings

 

Delaware County Gun & Sportsman Show - September 3rd & 4th - Indian Country Warehouse Exit 84 of Rt 17 - Laurel Bank Ave, Deposit, NY  Hours: 9-5 on Sat & 9-3 on Sun. Admission $6 Adults under 12 free. For more info: (607) 206-4001 or 435-1694  All types of Firearms, Ammunition, Military Surplus, Knives  

 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/
 

The next meeting will be held at the SCCA display booth on the Cobleskill Fair Grounds, Thursday, July 28th   at 7:00 PM.  Bring your folding chair. 
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]|||||||||



[image: image5.png]



PAGE  
6

