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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at the West Fulton Firehouse, sponsored by the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club 
 April 28th, 2005 

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club 

For their input on club activities*

President Doug Handy called this months meeting to order at 7:11 with a salute to the American flag.  The treasurer’s report was read; a motion to accept was made by Gerald Hamm and passed.  Last months minutes were accepted.   Tickets are available for the SCCA Annual Canoe raffle drawn on the last day of the Cobleskill Fair held in August. POC for tickets is Doug Handy 295-7779.  Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a Wildlife Print, the Bank of Richmondville has again donated a $100.00 savings bond, Wal-Mart will be approached about a $100 gift certificate again same as last year and an Old Town Canoe will be the 1st prize for the raffle.   

SCCA Association Dues are due.  Dues are slowly coming in.  Association Club Dues are $30.00 annually and Individual Memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035

Grass Roots News:  President Howard Cushing was inducted into the New York Outdoorsmen Hall of Frame on April 23, 2005.  Congratulations on a well deserved.    Big article concerning Chronic Waste Disease.   CWD is found in deer and elk thru a prion (protein infectious particle) that affects the brain, central nervous system and lymphoid tissues of infected animals.  Visual symptoms of CWD are animal loss of weight, loss of bodily functions and disorientation.  The NYS DEC has been randomly selecting dead deer and sampling them to the tune of 3400 since 2002 from NYS with 40 coming from the Oneida County area.  There have been no indications of the disease from those 40 tested in the past.  Keep in mind that it takes about 16 months for the disease to show up in exposed deer and the only test that can determine if a deer is infected must be completed on a dead deer.  It is believe this deadly disease is transmitted by animal-to-animal contact, maternal transmission (mother to fetus) and by feed or water sources, which have been infected.  It also believed as well that there is no indication of this disease being transmitted to humans.     As many of you have seen in your local newspapers, CWD has been found in New York State not far from the NYSCC Office in Ilion. One case each has been confirmed found in 2 deer farms.  Both deer originated from the same farm however.  Several public meetings will be held and the NYSCC has sent out a few press releases on the issue.  Representatives from the NYSCC are planning to attend the public meetings.  To view a power point presentation which has been created by the NYS DEC, the NYS Depart. Of Agriculture & Markets and the NYS Depart. Of Health showing what the state has been done so far with their investigation view website.http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/deer/currentcwd.html  

DEC has confirmed 6 more cases of CWD within the state.

Massive hunt aims to stem deer illness 

ALBANY ‑‑ State environmental officials have killed 290 wild deer in Oneida County in an effort to limit the spread of chronic wasting disease.  To figure out if local wild deer have chronic wasting disease, the hunt will focus on an area of roughly 10 miles around the farms.  State Department of Environmental Conservation personnel have shot the wild deer to collect brain tissue, tonsil and gland samples so the agency can determine if the chronic wasting disease has spread from captive deer to the wild herd. The hunt lasted about 6 weeks said Gerald Barnhart, director of DEC's Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources Division.  "Hopefully with this sample size we can effectively determine whether the disease is present with a high level of confidence," said Barnhart.  Some of the problems were DEC had to get landowner’s permission before any deer could be hunted on private land. The state also revealed that the deer were raised in the town of Westmoreland, south of Rome. The first deer found with the disease, was part of a captive herd, owned by John Palmer and Martin Proper owned the second deer farm. All the deer from those farms were killed.  Tests on them have been completed. Neither farm owner was available for comment.


Meat from Palmer's deer was served to up to 300 people at an annual benefit dinner for an Oneida County fire department, local officials. The venison from the six‑year‑old, white‑tailed doe was prepared as steaks, burgers and stews at the Verona Fire Department's Sportsmen's Feast on March 13, about two weeks before testing on the animal was complete.


Health officials continue to say there is no known link between chronic wasting disease, an ailment that kills deer and elk, and human health problems.


Although the federal Centers for Disease Control suggests that there is a remote possibility that chronic wasting disease could migrate between species, officials in New York downplay that concern.


"This disease has been in the food chain for decades, but there have been known no cases among humans," state Department of Health spokesman William Van Slyke.  Officials are urging anyone who ate the venison at the Verona feast to call the state Health Department in order to give them accurate information, not because of any lingering health concerns.  About 20 who attended the banquet had called the Oneida County Health Department as of Tuesday morning, said spokesman Ken Fanelli. "We assure them there shouldn't be any undue alarm or apprehension about eating the diseased meat," Fanelli said.


Chronic wasting disease has been detected in wild and farm‑raised deer and elk populations in 12 states.  Scientists don't know how the disease, a neurological ailment that is usually fatal, is transmitted among animals. Symptoms in deer and elk include weight loss, stumbling, tremors, lack of coordination and listlessness.


Officials are primarily concerned with protecting the health of deer in the wild. They're still trying to determine how the disease got to New York, but they already know it spread between the herds owned by Palmer and Proper.  Proper had received deer from Palmer, according to state Department of Agriculture and Markets spokeswoman Jessica Chittenden.  Proper's deer died of an undetermined respiratory ailment on his farm last month, Chittenden said, before the news broke about chronic wasting disease.  Proper contacted the state, which sent samples away for testing. Those test results came back positive for the wasting disease.


Deer on at least four other farms also had direct contact with deer from Palmer. Those animals are now quarantined. "They are all in captive herds that have adequate fencing and are contained separate from wild deer," said Jessica Chittenden Ag & Mkts - 518-457-3136  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     

                         The State Department of Agriculture and Markets monitors the health and movement of all captive deer and elk for the presence of common livestock diseases, including CWD.  In July 2004, the Department initiated the CWD Enhanced Surveillance and Monitoring Program, which requires captive deer and elk herd owners to take various actions, including routine sampling and testing, animal identification and an annual herd inventory.  Since the inception of testing for CWD in 2000, 681 captive deer and elk have been tested and found negative for CWD. 

            DEC issues licenses to individuals who possess, import or sell white-tailed deer.  DEC also routinely tests New York's wild deer population.  Following the discovery of CWD in Wisconsin, DEC implemented a statewide surveillance program in April 2002 to test wild white-tailed deer for the presence of CWD.  Samples are collected and sent to an approved USDA laboratory for analysis.  To date, DEC has taken samples from 3,457 wild white-tailed deer, including 40 from the county where the positive deer was found.  All samples from wild white-tailed deer have tested to date have been negative for CWD.

            DEC will also implement precautionary regulations limiting transportation and possession of whole carcasses and some parts of wild deer taken near the location of the captive herd.  These regulations will be similar to those currently in place for importation of carcasses and parts of deer into New York. 

            DEC has also implemented regulations restricting various activities to help control CWD within the State, including restrictions on the importation of live deer and elk, deer feeding, importation and possession of certain deer parts and carcasses, and transportation of deer and elk carcasses through New York State.


USDA APHIS supports individual State programs by providing funding for CWD prevention and surveillance.  USDA APHIS reimburses states conducting CWD testing on their wild and captive cervid population and also provides indemnification dollars for captive herds that must be destroyed due to the presence of CWD. 

 
CWD has been detected in both wild and captive deer and elk populations in isolated regions of North America.  To date, CWD has been found in Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin and Wyoming in the United States, and in Saskatchewan and Alberta in Canada.

            Establishing the known CWD health status of captive and wild cervid populations is a critical component for controlling CWD.  In New York, the responsibility for controlling CWD is shared between the State Department of Agriculture and Markets, DEC, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).  New York's cooperative, active surveillance program serves as a model for the nation in CWD control.

            New York State has 433 establishments raising 9,600 deer and elk in captivity.  In the wild, DEC estimates there are approximately one million deer statewide.

Second CWD Found In Wild Deer:  A second wild deer in New York Stat has tested positive for chronic waste disease after testing 290 wild deer in Oneida County DEC announces.  The first case in the wild was identified in a yearling in Verona, and the latest confirmed case was in a three year old doe located less than a mile away.   
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SCCA’s April Guest Speaker Norm McBride:  Norm is our NYS DEC fish manager for Region 4.  He handed out information obtained from a 2004 fish diary program, which is the first of a muti-year effort to monitor the walleye fishery in the Schoharie Creek and the Schoharie Reservoir. 

Schoharie Creek: 29 anglers volunteered to keep diaries of which 11 returned with information.  They made 147 trips totaling 493 hours and caught 387 small mouth bass, 52 walleye, 15 chain pickerel, and 13 trout.  The area surveyed total 48.4 miles downstream of Blenheim-Gilboa Dam, which was divided in 5 sections  - Ft Hunter – Lost Valley – Esperance – Schoharie – Breakabeen.  Fishing pressure was the greatest in the Esperance area with 57 trips (251 hours) and lowest in Breakabeen with 34 trips (77 hours).  The 52 walleye caught ranged in length from 11 to 30 inches and averaged 18.1 inches.  46 of the walleye caught were legal size (15” or greater).  The 387 small mouth bass caught ranged from 4 to 19 inches with 213 being 12 inches or larger.  The average size caught by shore and boat anglers was 11.3 and 13.8 inches, respectively.  The abundance of bass 12 inches or larger was surprising to DEC because it was felt that large size bass were rare.  Since 1978 there has been no size limit on bass from the route 20 bridge to the Gilboa Dam.  Based on the bass catch in 2004, large bass are not rare and that a return to statewide 12 inch size limit may be appropriate for all of Schoharie Creek downstream of B-G Dam.  A final determination will not be made until this study is complete.

Schoharie Reservoir;  (Water behind Gilboa Dam) 33 anglers volunteered to keep diaries of which 17-returned information.  They made 180 trips totaling 984 hours and caught 349 walleye, 56 small mouth bass, 18 largemouth bass and 5 brown trout. Walleye averaged 16.4 inches in size.  Boat anglers caught 330 walleye with 252 being legal size and 13% being 20 inches or larger.  In summary, the 2004 walleye fishery on the Schoharie Reservoir must be considered good and above average.  We would like to thank Norm for a great report. To receive a complete copy contact Norm McBride call 607-652-7366

NYPA Wildlife Management Task Force:  Call NYPA 607-588-6061 or 518-827-6121  Promoting Fish Diary program with DEC for both reservoirs access permits.  New York Power Authority will host the Wildlife Festival September 24th, 2005
New York State Conservation Council Region 4:  Will meet on June 27th at the Middleburgh Diner at 7:00 PM.  You need to telephone your Assemblymen and Senators.  Contact Linda Coffin at 315-894-3302 for Elected Representatives phone numbers. I would call as many as you can.  We need to educate them on this bill and how it will limit our access (hunting areas).  

Legislative Bill which if passed will affect many hunters and land owners:

Bill Number      Assembly    A1374         Sponsor:  Morelle (MS)

                           Senate         S3053          Sponsor:  ALESI

Title of Bill  An act to amend the environmental conservation law to prohibit the discharge of a firearm or long bow within 1000 feet of a school or school playground; increases the distance which hunters may hunt near schools from 500 feet to 1,000 feet. SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: Environmental Conservation Law Section 11-0931(4)(a)(2) is amended to increase the distance at which a discharge of a firearm is prohibited near a school or school playground to 1,000 feet from the current law, which is only 500 feet.
 Purpose To increase the distance, which hunters may hunt near schools from the current 500 feet to 1,000 feet.

Reasons for Opposing
1. The present universal ban on the discharge of a firearm or longbow within 500 feet of an occupied building, factory, school or playground has prevented most incidents of this type for the last 70 years.

2. It would be better to amend the penal law to make the action of discharging a weapon at a school or school playground in a manner likely to cause injury or harm an act of reckless endangerment.  It is the direction of the shooting, not the distance, which is the problem.

3. The bill would arbitrarily prohibit hunting, target shooting, dispatching a rabid animal, or other lawful activity of self-defense regardless of circumstances.  A child target practicing with a bow and arrow in the yard of his or her home would be in violation of this statute even though the arrow probably would not travel more than 150 to 200 feet if shot in the air at a 45 degree angle.

 NYSCC announces the 56th Annual Conservation Education Workshop.  July 17th  – 23rd   Who may attend?  

1. Educators from traditional classroom settings.

2.  Scout, 4 H and other youth organization leader including Sunday school teachers.
3. Outdoor education leaders in all fields
4. Anyone who teaches about our natural resources
The cost is $350.00, which includes room & board.  Anyone who is interested in attending contact Michael Zeh at 518-266-5581 or zeh@wva.army.mil  There are several Scholarships available. 

Club Reports:

Colby Fish & Game Club: The club is accepting donations for stocking the Cobleskill Reservoir with Tiger trout by selling $10.00 buttons.  28 young sportspersons attended the Gun Hunter Safety course held the 22 & 23 of April.   POC Joe Moore  234-2891.

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters.  For more info on the club, visit: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Long Path North Hiking Club– LPN has submitted a grant for kiosks and trail maintenance.  They added 4.5 miles of trail north of the dam.  They also have a new patch for anyone who does the whole Schoharie County Hike. You must apply through LPN.  Applicants must take pictures at designated landmarks.  Website address: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/lpn/news.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: The last Black Powder shoot will be held this Sunday June 5th for this year.  There were 93 fishing youths attend our Fish Derby on May 21st.  Over 60 fish were caught in the fist hour.  Prizes were given to all.  We would like to give credit to our local DEC officer, Eric Haslun who did an excellent job measuring and weighting in all the trout.  Thank you Eric!!!!!!!  Our December raffle tickets are available.  Ray Zeh is the ticket manager this year 234-8804.  Trap shoots every Friday 6:00 –11:00 PM For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com

Whitetails Unlimited – Next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on June 6th to order the banquet package & merchandise and this year’s banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the last Sunday in September on the 25th.  

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club – Will sponsor Tim Murphy 10 K run October 8th.  Discuss a proposal to build a hiking trail from the soccer field down to the Schoharie Creek around by the Walhalla Rocks.  Still need to get permission from new property owner.   There is still raffle tickets available, call Gerald Hamm 827-4813 for tickets.  Drawing will be at our next meeting June 7th.   

Trout Unlimited – Looking at stocking two ponds by Dr. Reilly Park located near Howes Cave.  

Strut-In-Hens:  April 16th had our banquet at Boreali's Restaurant. 110 attended and the raffles and auctions were a great success. Thanks to those attended. For those of you that are NWTF Members there is free "CORN SEED" available for wildlife/conservation purposes. If you plant 10 acres you should plan to leave at least 2 acres for deer and turkeys throughout the winter. Call Liz for info and pick up location (518) 673-3965.
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 Strut-In Hens – Nation Wild Turkey Federation – Schoharie County Ridge Runners:  Presents:   Women in the Outdoors  -  July 24, 2005  10 AM to 5 PM at Dick’s Sporting Goods Store  Crossgates Mall  Albany, NY Contact: Christina Langevin at (518) 669-7192  hookedonpaws@peoplepc.com  (Send registration to:  248  17th Street  Schenectady, NY 12306)  or Liz Reinhart  (518) 673-3965  donzil@telenet.net   Check the web www.nwtf.org  Registration Fee:  $40.00   Or Mother/Daughter special  $70 for both!   Make checks payable to:  Women in the Outdoors Fee covers continental breakfast, lunch, all equipment use, all course instruction, membership to NWTF, magazine subscription and a gift!

First 20 registered will receive a gift bag!  Register by 6/15 to be eligible for our fabulous door prize!

BASIC ARCHERY - Archery is growing in popularity with many as their choice of hunting and recreational activity. You will learn how to shoot compound and/or traditional bows at targets.   

GUN CLEANING/MAINTENANCE - The course will cover basic care of firearms as well as how to clean and store them and some basic safety.   

OUTDOOR CLOTHING - Cotton, wool or what?  Learn what to look for, and how to choose various articles of clothing for specific outdoor activities.  CAMPING - Learn the basics of camping, including what to take with you and what to leave behind, along with basic survival skills. FLY CASTING - This top-water fishing technique can be easy with this all-inclusive course.  Learn the basic technique involved in casting.

OUTDOOR FIRST AID - In case of emergency, learn when and how you should move and how to care for various situations.

OUTDOORS COOKING - You will learn the basics of outdoor cooking, including the different types of cooking in the outdoors, utensils, camp stoves, and various foods. 

GPS - Getting lost in the woods will no longer be a concern, following this course, whether you are a hunter or nature enthusiast.  You will learn to use this most modern instrument properly 

MOUNTAIN BIKING - See the outdoors on a bike!  Learn how to properly fit a bike, how to change a tire, and how to safely ride. 

FISH CLEANING/COOKING - Once you get it to shore, learn how to keep it fresh, proper cleaning and care, and how to get the best flavours.
TURKEY HUNTING - You will learn to identify the subspecies and gender of a wild turkey and how to scout and roost a bird. 

BASIC GOLF - Learn the basic rules and basic swings to start you playing golf.  You will discover what each club is designed for and how and when to use them.

Pre-registration only - Event Space is limited.  Register early.  Please choose 6 activities in order of preference.  (You will be scheduled for 4)  1._______________________________________,  2________________________________________,

3________________________________________,  4________________________________________, 

5________________________________________,  6________________________________________.

We will respond via email if possible.  Check our website (womenintheoutdoors-ri.org) for your confirmation.

Name:___________________________________   Address:______________________________________________________    

Date of Birth:_____________________________Phone:___________________________________

E-Mail Address:_______________________________Credit Card:____________________________

Exp Date: __________ 3 Digit Code: ________

SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/
The next meeting will be held at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club Thursday, May 26th at 19:00.   [image: image4.png]
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