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                   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the Middleburgh

                     Rod & Gun Club on December 17, 2015
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 20 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long
 Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
 & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, along with 1 student representing the TWS and AFS clubs at SUNY Cobleskill.  Nov – Dec minutes were approved with a motion from Walter Zeh, seconded by Dick Price. The treasurer’s report for December was approved with a motion from Dave Hendricks, seconded by Doug Handy. SCCA County Delegate to the NYS Conservation Council is John Nesel. The membership approved the annual dues for the NYS Council Association. Ice Fishing derbies will be held @ Franklin Valie south of Middleburgh, Feb. 6th SCCA sponsor, Feb 13th West Fulton sponsor, Feb 27th SUNY Cobleskill. On Feb 20th  Richmondville Fish & Game will sponsor an ice fishing derby at Bear Gulch Lake near Summit.    All derbies will run from 8 AM – 1 PM. 


We still have two other SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations.  Edward Perri & Samantha Carey will do their presentations this coming semester. 

Venison Donation Program: we had nine deer donated to the Schoharie County Venison Donation program. Everyone who donates a whole deer receives a chance to win a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. A drawing was held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on Jan7 and Alvin Campbell won the black powder rifle. Blues in Gallupville cut up 3 deer and Marlow in Howes Cave cut up 6 deer. This meat in donated to the food pantries throughout Schoharie County.   

Doug Handy and Dave Wood did some shopping for 2 each, 12 foot Pelican (blue) Kayaks for this coming summer’s raffle and located two kayaks at the Gloversville Running Store. The cost for the two kayaks was $831.21 with the paddles. The membership voted to purchase these Kayaks. The membership is checking into ordering Camo T-Shirts @ 15.00 with SCCA logo on the front pocket and big LOGO on the back. Carl Stefanik is looking for some new pictures for the 2016 SCCA Activity book. He also suggested that we need to make some changes to our fair booth to keep it fresh for next year’s fair. The membership approved the purchase of 4 season passes for the fair booth.  
SCCA approved another Dorwin Hamm Scholarship application from one of the SUNY college students.  Brianna All will present a power point presentation at the January SCCA meeting. Her project involved the capturing of the American Burying Beetle, (Nicrophorus Americanus) working with NYS DEC staff. This is the rarest beetle which once populated the east coast of United States. It is a critically endangered species of beetle endemic to North America. It belongs to the order Coleoptera and the family Silphidae. The carrion beetle in North America is carnivorous, feeds on carrion and requires carrion to breed. It is also one of the few species of beetle to exhibit parental care. The decline of the American burying beetle has been attributed to habitat loss, alteration, and degradation, and they now occur over less than 10% of their historic range. It is between 25 and 45 mm long and can be identified by its striking, distinctive coloring. The body is shiny black, and on its wing covers are four scalloped, orange-red markings. Most distinctively, there is an orange-red marking on the beetle's pronotum, a large shield-like area just behind the head. It has orange facial markings and orange tips on their large antennae. The beetle is nocturnal and is a strong flier, moving as far as a kilometer in one night.
  SCCA Dues are due January 2016. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a
SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA have received about 18 Association this year.  Please send them in. Forms will be sent out next month to each club. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We receive about 50 individual who pay their $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. There are some NYS DEC representatives and Fish & Wildlife Management Board members who also receive the SCCA newsletter along with our local Town Supervisors and State Representatives in the Senate & Assembly plus close to 75 SUNY Cobleskill students each month. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Representatives for Schoharie County are Dave Simkins – Legislator, Dave Wood – Land Owner, John Hornauer – Alternate Land Owner, Carl Stefanik – Sportsman, Ray Zeh – Alternate Sportsman representatives. Next meeting February 24th @ Middleburgh (Rod & Gun or Pasta/Grill)  
NYS DEC: New NYS DEC regulation requires an on-line test along with on-line registration before Hunter Safety Course date. Student must present certificate of test before class can be given. Exam is located on NYS DEC website. 

 DEC personal were afield throughout the fall collecting biological data from harvested deer and bear, but hunters also contribute essential data by reporting their harvest successes via DEC’s phone and internet reporting system.  Preliminary summaries reveal that New York hunters reported taking 14% more bears in the Northern Zone and 3% fewer bears in the Southern Zone this past fall than in 2014.  In both zones, reported bear harvest lagged during the early seasons, but hunters apparently had greater success during the bow, muzzleloader and regular seasons in 2015 than 2014.

To date, reports of deer harvest declined by 13% in the Northern Zone and 11% in the Southern Zone in 2015 compared to 2014.  Overall, declines were more pronounced for reported take of female deer than male deer and during the regular firearms seasons and late bow and muzzleloader seasons than during the early bow or muzzleloader seasons.  Given the severe winter of 2014-15 and associated reduction in permits for antlerless deer in most Wildlife Management Units (WMUs), a minor decline in overall deer harvest was anticipated. Final estimates of bear and deer harvests will be available after all seasons close and all data have been compiled.  Reports of deer and bear harvests from prior years available -www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/42232.html. Summer Camp Applications for the four different educational camps are available on-line. 2016 camp schedules and availability: Camper registration begins January 27, 2016 at 10 AM. A camp session runs Sunday through Friday. Campers may attend as many sessions as they wish, subject to availability. •Camp Colby (11 to 13 year-olds) in Franklin County, next to the Adirondack Forest Preserve.  •Camp DeBruce (11 to 13 year-olds) in the southern Catskills.  •Camp Rushford (11 to 13 and 14 to 17 year-olds) in Allegany County.  •Camp Pack Forest (11 to 13 and 14 to 17 year-olds) in the southern Adirondacks. 

Also available is a contest for  INTERNATIONAL HUNTER EDUCATION ASSOCIATION-USA - GALLERY OF GUNS, "CHAMPIONS OF HUNTER EDUCATION", HUNTER EDUCATION STUDENT ESSAY. Nomination Form - Award Qualifications: One hunter education student will be selected who has submitted a 500 WORD essay to his/her hunter education instructor on the following topic: All are eligible who have completed the NYS DEC hunter education course ..."What do you think hunter education means to the heritage and future of hunting worldwide?"

A Gallery of Guns $5,000 ‘Future Leader in Conservation’ Scholastic Scholarship will be awarded to one young hunter education student (under the age of 18 by the deadline date) -- whose essay is selected from a pool of essays submitted to IHEA-USA through his/her hunter education instructor.  Under Gallery of Guns, the name of his/her “Hero” Hunter Education Instructor will also be recognized. Submitted essays will be reviewed by the IHEA-USA's Instructor Advisory Committee and one student selection will be made annually and forwarded to the Publisher of the Hunter's Handbook for inclusion in the annual issue distributed to states around May/June 2016. DEADLINE: April 1, 2016

Student’s Name ___________________________ Home Phone ________________


Parent's Name(s) ___________________________ Alt. Phone __________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City   ____________________________________ State _____ Zip ______________

HE Instructor ________________________________Phone ___________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City   ____________________________________ State _____ Zip ______________

Student Signature/Consent ______________________________________Date: __________

Parent Signature/Consent _______________________________________Date: __________ 

HE Instructor Signature/Consent __________________________________Date: __________

Hunter Ed. Student # _______________Hunting License #___________________State _____

Title of 500 word Essay "What do you think hunter education means to the heritage and future of hunting worldwide?"

Mail essay to: Jessie Gardner-Lewis Fish and Wildlife Technician I, Sportsman Education Program

 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation - Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources

1130 North Westcott Road, Schenectady, NY 12306-2014 P: 518-357-2355 | Jessie.Gardner-Lewis@dec.ny.gov
NYPA Wildlife Task Force: A meeting was held at the Visitor Center in Blenheim with 15 in attendances. Brian Saez gave an overview of the NYPA & BG Operations. New improvements included were a new power supply feeding the spillway and a new security building & warehouse at main entrance which reduces truck traffic on Power Authority property. Samantha Van Ness reviewed some of the activities at the Visitor’s Center. Annual Snow Festival 1/30/16, Lost in the Woods Workshop 2/17/16.  

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on December 21st @ the Carlisle Town Hall @ 7 PM.  Paloma A. Capanna, Attorney and Policy Analyst will be answering questions about a new NYS Senate - S6279!  #1: If you end up on a watch list, you'll be disqualified from gun ownership in NY. Look at the language: it includes revocation of licenses for "suspected terrorists."  Being listed would result in "immediate" revocation of the license. You would be checked at least annually. #2: If you end up on a watch list, ALL of your firearms shall be immediately confiscated. We are one step away from the potential for confiscation based upon a secret list maintained by the Defendant agencies, including the FBI, which are the Defendants in Pratt vs. Lynch. Read the NYS Senate Bill S6279:

 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/s6279

Call NYS Senator Seward (607-432-5524) and say NO! to secret government lists that lead to firearms confiscation.

Then call Codes Committee Chair NYS Senator Nozzolio (518-455-2366) and say NO! to S6279 being scheduled for a vote.

Also note A8693 Abinanti / S6304 Hoylman, regarding firearms possession and the no fly list. Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Park is now open after 5:00 or dark. Park is free to enter with use of pool for this coming summer. Pavilion& tent rental available. New 40’ walk bridge with waterfall view, part of Long Path Trail. Cascading 80 feet through a narrow gorge is the picturesque Mine Kill Falls for which the park is named. A separate parking area, 1/4 miles south of the parks' main entrance, provides access to the overlook viewing platforms, as well as the Long Path hiking trail to the lower falls and beyond. In winter, visitors enjoy snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. Don't miss this overlook for a stunning waterfall view. Right off the highway, turn into Mine Kill state park, park in the lot, and if you don't want to really hike, just walk. Friends of Minekill and Max V. Shaul State Park supports the operations of the parks by increasing public awareness of the Park facilities, promoting educational programs that encourage the protection and conservation of natural resources, and providing outdoor recreational activities for all visitors. Information for event please call 800-724-0309.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: The club members are selling chances for Gas Card Raffle. 1st Prize - $200, 2nd Prize $100 and 3rd $50 Prize. Tickets are $5 each of 5 for $20. Contact Doug Handy for tickets. 518-231-0970  Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League has started up again. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held in the fall. For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month.
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
SUNY Cobleskill College; SCCA is looking for more scholarship applications from the students. The Fields of Grace has donated $250 to sponsor one and Whitetails Unlimited has offered to sponsor one. Let’s get the applications filled out!!!!  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The next NWTF Banquet will be held at the Best Western on April 23 @4PM.  For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.   
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  Breakfast is starting up again. 1st Sunday of each month – Jan., Feb., March, April 8AM -12 noon. Stuffed Pizza will be served starting the third weekend of each month – Jan, Feb, Mar, April (Saturdays 12 noon – 7PM and Sundays 12 noon – 4 PM).  Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1341.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Another trapper class will be held in the spring at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check NYS DEC Website for information POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be in April 2016 at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for accepting nominations for new officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program and also another 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to SCCA for their 2016 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill.  The Chapter will sponsor another $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship to one of the SUNNY Cobleskill students this fall for a project selected by Kevin Berner.  National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting on March 10th, 2016 @ 6 PM Schoharie Library. All dues are due for 2016. There are two lean-tos which need roof repairs on the Schoharie County loop. Here is a schedule for hikes this winter. Jan 23 Annual cabin fever snowshoe hike, followed by lunch at the Maple Inn, call Carol & Mark for details. Feb 13 Looking Glass Pond trails on snowshoes, 3-5 miles, Leader: Clarence. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Two new members voted in and four read for next month. There were 31 in attendance at the January meeting. Five more tickets were drawn for next year’s December raffle.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Ted Schreieck is POC for the application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 addition on to the archery building 20’ x 20’ was submitted and still being considered. We now have $2,100 in this account toward the addition. Archery leagues started up in January. Youth archery on Jan 2 had 104 shooters , Saturday night leagues, Thursday night leagues and Sunday afternoons. Membership approved to supplies donuts for youth archery league. Looking for a new Gun supplier for next year’s raffle, will revisit in February, Lock Stock going out of business, will check with Cobleskill Outdoor Sports (Mike & Nancy Spenello). Membership approved to purchase a new computer for Club’s treasurer. Club visiting possibility of paying for internet access @ club house. Eagle scout project 10’x16’ building was completed on Dec. 12th located by the pond next to parking lot by Antony Denucki. . Club is accepting bids for next year’s mowing. Elections were held in January with the secretary casting one vote for all officers except Kim Miley who is the new secretary. Black Powder shoots, 1st Sunday of the next four months @11AM. Club will schedule 22 cal. shoots in Feb. & Mar. if interest there. The winners of the December raffle were 12/1 William Winegard – .270 Weatherby rifle, 12/3 Phil Skowfoe – Ruger .30-06 rifle, 12/5 Dan Conklin - .308 Remington rifle, 12/7 Michael Schablin – .223 Savage rifle w/scope, 12/9 Wayne Schuel – Strack’s Archery $300 certificate, 12/11 Jake McAdoo – 7mm-08 Ruger rifle, 12/13 Matthew Hearne – 12 ga. Remington 870 shotgun, 12/15 Don Boyer – 25.06 Savage riffle w/scope, 12/17 Alexa Sutton - .30-06 Remington 783 rifle, 12/19 Gary Van Dervoort - .22-250 Savage rifle w/scope, 12/21 Nick Adams – Strack’s $300 Archery certificate, 12/23 Shawn Elliott – 7mm Magnum Weatherby rifle, 12/25 Lewis McCauley – 12 ga. O/U Stevens 555 shotgun, 12/27 Fred Benninger - .279 Ruger rifle, 12/29 Jason Becker - .243 Savage rifle w/scope, 12/31 John Mackler - .243 Ruger rifle. All even day winners received $250:  12/2 Joel Hayes, 12/4 Mike Gozdziewski, 12/6 Jason Marsh, 12/8 Susan Wargo, 12/10 Mike Alvord, 12/12 Tim Bolster, 12/14 Jim Ristau, 12/16 John Fair, 12/18 Bee Lawyer, 12/20 Mark Longo, 12/22 Lee Colby, 12/24 Walter Bennett, 12/26 Cathy Loftis, 12/28 Larry Mickle, and 12/30 Howard Goodwin. Membership approved Buck A Member donation to NYSCC for $300. Club is taking orders for Repeal safe Act signs. Ted Schreieck is POC.  Club hats are available for $15 – Willi Karlau is POC.                            
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is February 2nd.  Close to 60 attended the annual dinner at the December 12th meeting held at the Cobleskill Golf Club. Aaron Hamm, club president reviewed past club projects. Over $500 was raised between 50/50s and the live auction of items donated for the event.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com. 
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 The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on January 28 @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott Bldg. SUNY Cobleskill. SCCA will provide coffee & donuts. 
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