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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                     SCCA Update From March –September 2020  
Greg Warner, President of Schoharie County Conservation Association has scheduled a September 24th meeting at the Richmondville Fish & Game Club @ 7PM. The March SCCA meeting was cancelled because of the restrictions imposed by NYS Government. As of now we can hold a meeting as long as we social distance, wear face mask and have less than 50 in attendance. We will read a copy of the last SCCA newsletter sent out in March and review the September Treasury Report. 
Because of COVID -19 : Cancellation of March 26th SCCA Meeting, the Spring Wildlife Festival was cancelled by the SUNY College students along with the Maple Festival and the Cobleskill Fair. Be it said SCCA did not have their Kayak raffle this year because of all the cancellations with the current virus outbreaks at the college I would be very surprise if they don’t go with all on-line classes as much as possible to help control the out breaks.  SUNY Cobleskill has told SCCA that we cannot hold any SCCA meetings on campus this fall.  We will try to get the Fisher Presentation rescheduled for one of the next SCCA meetings. Selinda Brandon from DEC Region 4 was scheduled for the March meeting to do this power point presentation on the fisher survey done in Schoharie County and Otsego County over the last 3 years. 
Gift Certificates: At the January and February SCCA meetings there will be a drawing from all the names in attendance for a $50 Gift certificate to encourage attendance. We did this a couple of times in years past and it seems to help with getting members and SUNY Cobleskill students to attend.  Both these meetings will be held at the college. At the January SCCA meeting Carl Stefanik won the first $50 Gift Certificate. We forgot to do the drawing at the February meeting so we will do this at the next SCCA meeting.  
SCCA: All annual dues are due.  Association dues are $30 annually.  Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues.  We have already received dues from 12 clubs and 29 individual members for 2020. We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We received about 45 individual dues in 2019.  Please send them in!!   SCCA   P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, New York 12035

SCCA Donation: SCCA received a $350 donation from one of our Individual Members to promote our youth programs. Thank you, we will use this donation toward the Youth Lifetime Hunting & Fishing license which we draw from Club member’s relations in November. Please fill out the application on the last page of this newsletter.   
Schoharie County Venison Donation Program:  Whitetails Unlimited will again donate a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle for a raffle from the list of names who donate a whole deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program. Joseph Reinhart was presented with the 50 caliber rifle at the February SCCA meeting. This was the second year in a row the Joe won the drawing for the Black powder 50 Caliber Rifle. Meat processors are Blues in Galupville and Marlow’s in Howe Cave. There were 15 deer donations for our program last year.  Eric Haslun is the point of contact again this year. 518-231-1744  
NYS DEC:   First time for Turkey Hunting with a crossbow. See DEC Website for more information. 

SCCA did sponsor 2 youths for the one week program for youth summer camp. Because of the virus the NYS Summer camp programs were cancell. The cost is $350.00 for each camper. Schoharie County Chaptet of Whitetails sponsored one young adult for Camp Coby. Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club also sponsored a youth from Central Bridge for Camp Colby. We will all sponsor youths again next summer.   
Fish Stocking for Schoharie County:  DEC did the fish stocking of trout on April 28, 2020  Stocking planned is the Westkill stream, Mallet Pond and Cobleskill Holding Pond. Stocking will include over 1000 Brown & Rainbow Trout with over 220 two year old fish. With the Zebra Mussel getting into on of the fish hatcheries DEC is limited where these fish can be stocked. 
Wildlife Task Force Meeting: The meeting held at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitor Center has benn delayed until further notice because of Carona Virus.  The Task force meeting will be done on-line through zoom video on September 18th. This is an invistation meeting only. 
Hunter Safety Course: Hunter safety classes are being done on-line by NYSDEC . There is a $25 fee to take this on-line course. Just go on the NYS DEC website and check under hunter education.   
   Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The FWMB meetings have been cancelled until arranements can be made through on-line by NYS DEC.  
	

	(SCOPE) Shooters Committee On Political Education – is sending a message to all firearms owners. We must get out and vote. We need to take back the Senate House where the Republicans can control legislation of which the Governor signs into laws. Proposed laws must be passed by both houses of the NY State legislature: the Senate and the Assembly.  Over the past thirty years, the Assembly has been dominated by liberal New York City Democrats while the Senate was usually held by Republicans from Upstate and Long Island.  The Senate acted as a buffer to stop most extreme liberal, anti-gun laws from being enacted.  It wasn’t perfect, but it was the only NY government body that was on the side of the 2nd Amendment – most of the time.  The Republican Senators played politics like a goalie; they stopped most, but not all shots, (think SAFE Act), and they never went on offense. 

Prior to the 2018 election, the Republicans held the majority by 32 to 31.  In November 2018’s election, Republicans decisively lost control of the Senate; Democrats defeated five Republican incumbents and won three seats where the Republican incumbent didn’t run.  Later, nine other sitting Republicans announced their retirement.  Over half of the Republican “goalies” from 2018 will be gone in 2021!  In addition, Rob Ortt replaced John Flanagan as the leader of the Senate Republican Conference and Nick Langworthy replaced Ed Cox as the New York Republican Committee Chairman.  Both Ortt and Langworthy are from upstate western New York while their predecessors were from NY City and Long Island.  Has the Republican Party leadership figured out where their base is located? 
What happened in 2018?  2016 was a presidential election year and, historically, voter turnout is much greater than two years later, in what is called an “off year election”.   In NY, the governorship is on the ballot in “off year elections”.  NY Senate seats are on the ballot every two years so they are contested in both presidential election years and off years.  Looking just at the total votes for all New York Senators, in 2018 there were 1,013,000 fewer ballots cast than in 2016; fewer votes are expected in an “off year election”. The Democrats cast 263,000 fewer ballots in 2018 than in 2016, while Republicans cast 713,000 fewer ballots in 2018.  In four of the districts that turned from Republican to Democrat in 2018, the Democrats got more votes in 2018 than 2016.

There are three probable causes of this:  First, some might see this as a reaction to President Trump, good or bad.  (But he wasn’t on the ballot).  Second, Republicans were uninspired by the non performing “goalies” in the Senate and registered their disgust by not voting.  (Talk about self-defeating!)  Third, Democrats know their vote counts in NY while many Republicans believe their vote doesn’t count.  Without a presidential election to bring them out, Republicans sat at home while Democrats knew they could elect a governor if they just showed up.  (75% of life is just showing up. Republicans didn’t and their political influence is just barely alive in New York.)

What’s the answer to all this?  Just show up and vote.  Don’t worry just about the presidential election, the down ballot seats are important.  These are the people who will stop or allow anti-gun legislation to pass.  These are the mayors and sheriffs that will make decisions when the “peaceful protesters” come to your neighborhood to steal, burn and pillage.  These are the councilpersons who will vote on defunding your police.  Your future is in your hands.       Website for SCOPE www.scopeny.org. The next SCOPE meeting will be held on September 17, 2020 @ the Carlisle Town Hall at 7 PM. POC: Walter Janczak – 518-868-6902

	


NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners: Schoharie County Ridge Runners are holding a golf tournament at the Canajoharie Golf Course on Sunday September 27th to register please use the following link.
https://events.nwtf.org/3201511-2020

Still room for additional single players and teams of 4.  Auction and raffle pals after golf.  Any questions please call Andrew Noble at 802 345 3244 

We look forward to seeing you there and all Covid. 19 regulations will be adhered to. 

  POC: Dave Hendrick 518-868-2520 or Liz Reinhart 518-339-2464.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 

Cave Country Riders Inc.: Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331 or Doug Handy 518 – 231-0970.  
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meeting locations to be announced at a later time.  There are 48 members in the club to date. New POC: Bill Hensell 518-234-4964. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs.
Summit Sno Riders:   Meetings are 6:30 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond this spring.  Over the years Joe Moore worked very hard selling raffle tickets to raise funding so the club could continue to do this for years.  
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Karl Fancher.  Dave Hendrick won the $500 worth of fuel oil from Conesville’s last raffle. Contact information 607-588-6232 or e-mail Sothunter059@aol.com . 
SUNY Cobleskill College:  The College is starting classes this fall with some problems with the Corona Virus. Not sure if the students will attend the TWS – AFS convention which will be held in Louisville, Kentucky, Sept 27 – Oct 1st   2020.  SCCA normally donates money toward the cost of the trip. We can discuss this at the September SCCA meeting. 
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. The schedule for the 2020 season is as followed:  Stuffed Pizza – Saturdays 12 Noon to 7PM and Sundays 12 Noon to 4PM Dates will be announced soon. Pancake Breakfast 8AM to 11AM Dates to be announced. Pizza take out is availableduring the fall & winter seasons. Phone 518-287-1710 109 Club Dive Summit, N.Y. 12175.  
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715 for questions.  Trapper Education Classes are available. Check NYS DEC website. Remember that you must register through the NYS DEC Website.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309.   Clearwater Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500. Election of Officers on Sept.21st at 7PM. Annual reports will be presented. Masks are required. The Chapter is always looking for new volunteers. 
Long Path North Hiking Club: Total membership is now 164 with 35 Life Members.  Still need a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects.  Election of officers will be held at the September Annual meeting on Sept. 19th @ NYPA Visitor Center at 10:30 am, bring your own lunch and masks are required.  Mark Traver-President, Harold Guest-Vice President, Cherie Clapper-Treasurer, and Clarence Putman-Secretary are the current officers.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039, Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Betsey Bouchard 518-410-3863,  Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, and Don Allard 518-577-7741. List of hikes coming up – Oct 17th Wolf Creek Falls Preserve, led by Marilyn; Nov 7th Hike 3 plus miles in a Schoharie County State Forest lead by Clarence; Dec 12th Leaders choice hike lead by Steve; Jan 16th Leaders choice hike TBA lead by Don; Schenectady Co. Plotterkill Preserve trails to see their improvements lead by Mark. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194.    
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at the club property located on High View Rd.  The club has received permission from NYS DEC to install habitat structures in Fancher Pond. This work will be done in the summer. The club donated $350 for material expenses for the Habitat Project at Fancher Pond. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The Whitetails Unlimited meeting was cancelled, April 9th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. We will not have a Whitetails Banquet this fall because of the restrictions due to the Corona Virus. Hopefully we can have one in the spring of 2021.  This year our chapter will donate a Black powder Rifle to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program, sponsored a youth to NYS DEC Camp at a cost of $350, sponsor the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Youth Archery Program along with supporting the Archery program run by the Field Of Grace Christian Bow Hunters. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Our club meetings, all members are required to wear a mask and social distance is required. Check out the club’s website.  Middleburgh r&g club.com. The archery building has been completed and hopefully we will be able to have the Youth Archery program in January. Indoor pistol leagues are running and new signs are up. No jacket bullets allowed in downstairs range, only lead bullets. The 4-wheeler raffle was won by David Burelli from Schoharie.  Also the December Raffle is under way.  A big thank you to Middleburh Hardware who was the main ticket seller for  the 4 wheeler.                     
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The next meeting is October 6th @ PeePee’s camp unless the West Fulton Firehouse is open for business.  There are currently 61 paid members. The membership is looking at purchasing a piece of land for the possibility of developing a shooting range. The club is planning another raffle for this coming year with three prizes. A  .308 Henry Long Ranger, a .17 HMR Varmint Rifle and a $100 third prize. Tickets will be $5 each and drawing will be held in December 2020.        
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting – Richmondville Fish & Game Club on September 24th @ 7PM Any questions please call me @ 518-265-4961  Mike Zeh SCCA SEC. The college has requested that we hold our SCCA meetings somewhere else for the near future.   
Application for Lifetime Hunting & Fishing License
Schoharie Co. Conservation Association   P.O. Box 325  Central Bridge, New York 12035
We strive to preserve and protect our natural resources and promote hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, trapping, hunting, both small game & big game with in Schoharie County.    Drawing date 11/19/2020
President Greg Warner* Vice President Doug Handy* Treasurer Liz Reinhart* Secretary Mike Zeh*

N.Y.S. Dept. of Conservation – 2020 Youth Lifetime Sporting License Awards

Our not-for-profit organization is continuing a program to promote hunting and fishing in hopes of inspiring our youth to hunt and fish within New York State. Drawing will be held at the November SCCA meeting. 
Rules and Requirements:

Applicant (child) must be under the age of 12 as of December 31,2020 of this calendar year and be a full time resident of New York State. Also applicant must be a child of a member, in good standing, from a Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) or a member of one of its affiliated clubs and be in good standing with that club. Incomplete, ineligible or duplicate applications will not be considered.  Applications must be mailed to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035, Attention Lifetime Sporting License.
Parents of the winner will be required to bring child’s Social Security card and another form of ID which includes their place of residence. Also the club you’re a member of. Lifetime Sporting License will be purchased by the SCCA and will be paid directly to the Licensing Agent on behalf of the youth. No cash value or substitutions. Winner will be drawn using a random lottery system based on the number of entries.  

Winner will be notified by the information supplied on the application.
**Print** Application for Drawing a NYS DEC Lifetime Sporting License 
Full Name of Child_____________________________________ DOB____/_____/_____

Full Name of Parents____________________________________
Phone Number______________

Street______________________ City______________________ NY Zip_______________

Parent completing Application ________________________________________________

Email Address ____________________________Member Organization__________________
Signature of Parent_________________________________________ Date_________________[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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