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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                     
   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at  
                          Curtis Mott Bldg. at SUNY Cobleskill  

                                  on February 27, 2020.



Greg Warner, President of SCCA called the meeting to order at 7:05 with the pledge of allegiance with 24 in  attendance.  Clubs represented were NWTF Schoharie Ridge Runners, Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Conesville Rod & Gun, Trout Unlimited, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club and Long Path N. Hiking Club along with several SUNY Cobleskill students.  The January – February minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood second by Dick Price. The treasurer’s report for February was approved with a motion from Paul Sawyer, second by Eric Haslun. Both reports were approved by the membership.  Hopefully we can get more students involved with our scholarship program. Each scholarship is worth $400. This is the Dorwin Hamm Scholarship Program. This program was established back in the 1990’s. 
Cancellation of March 26th SCCA Meeting: Because of the number restrictions being imposed by NYS Government we will be holding off with our monthly meetings. I believe the Wildlife  Festival may as well be cancelled by the college students, not sure about the Maple Festival.  Hopefully this virus will be behind us before the Cobleskill Fair dates or we probably won’t have a Kayak Raffle this summer. Maybe we can move it to this fall. Time will tell. We will try to get the Fisher Presentation rescheduled for the next SCCA meeting. Selinda Brandon from DEC Region 4 was scheduled for the March meeting to do this power point presentation on the fisher survey done in Schoharie County and Otsego County over the last 3 years. 
Gift Certificates: At the January and February SCCA meetings there will be a drawing from all the names in attendance for a $50 Gift certificate to encourage attendance. We did this a couple of times in years past and it seems to help with getting members and SUNY Cobleskill students to attend.  Both these meetings will be held at the college. At the January SCCA meeting Carl Stefanik won the first $50 Gift Certificate. We forgot to do the drawing at the February meeting so we will do this at the next SCCA meeting.  
Guest speaker for February SCCA meeting: Melissa Burgess our new Schoharie County Encon officer did an excellent job with a PowerPoint presentation on Deer Farm Operations – Raising Big Bucks’. She did an internship at this 140 acre farm located in Logan, Ohio. With about 300 deer, controlling their diet and habitat, double fence yards, 120 fawns born each year, keeping the best bucks & best does, each deer has ear tags (left for does & right for bucks) with date of birth, mother and father information, Color coded showing deer’s age. Deer are sold for breeding purposes, $1000 to $120,000. Some of the deer weight close to 500 pounds. Amazing pictures with horns galore, World record antlers. 
SCCA: All annual dues are due.  Association dues are $30 annually.  Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues.  We have already received dues from 11 clubs and 22 individual members for 2020. We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We received about 45 individual dues in 2019.  Please send them in!!   SCCA   P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, New York 12035

SCCA Donation: SCCA received a donation from Dick Price to be used for our annual Youth ice fishing derby. Thank you to Dick for your years of continued support with raffles working at the fairgrounds.  
Schoharie County Venison Donation Program:  Joseph Reinhart was presented with the 50 caliber rifle at the February SCCA meeting. All those who donate a whole deer got their name added to a list so they can be considered in a drawing for a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle which is donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. Meat processor is Blues in Galupville and Marlow’s in Howe Cave. There 15 deer donations for our program, a total of 379 pounds of venison hamburg which will be given to the Schoharie County Food Pantries this winter.   
NYS DEC:  SCCA will again sponsor 2 youths for the one week program for youth summer camp. The cost is $350.00 for each camper. Schoharie County Chaptet of Whitetails sponsored one young adult for Camp Coby. Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club also sponsored a youth from Central Bridge for Camp Colby.   
Fish Stocking for Schoharie County:  DEC will be stocking trout on April 28, 2020 @ 11AM – Meet at the . Gilboa Post Office. Stocking planned is the Westkill stream, Mallet Pond and Cobleskill Holding Pond. Stocking will include over 1000 Brown & Rainbow Trout with over 220 two year old fish. With the Zebra Mussel getting into on of the fish hatcheries DEC is limited where these fish can be stocked. 
Wildlife Task Force Meeting: The meeting held at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitor Center has benn delayed until further notice because of Carona Virus.  
Hunter Safety Course: Hunter safety classes are being setup for the Miidleburgh Rod & Gun Club and Richmondville Fish & Game Club.  The first class is scheduled for April for the Gun Class and Archery class. There will be two classes for each in the month April and again this summer in August. Registration must be done on line through the NYS DEC Website and there is a homework assignment that must be completed prior to taking the safety course. These courses are free, no charge.   Check the web site for cancellations due to restrictions of Carona Virus.  
Youth Ice Fishing Derby: There was an excellent turn out for the derby sponsored by SCCA at Franklinton Vlaie. $100 Cash Prizes were given out every two hours for biggest fish, $50 for 2nd place. Youth were given trophys along with several other prizes. The ice was 5“ to 6“ thick and the weather was great. Big thanks to Doug Handy, Dave Wood, Eric Haslun for running the event, lots of hot chocolateand hotdogs. Kids had a good time.   
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The next FWMB meeting will be held on April 22,  2020, at the Schnectady DEC office near the five corners in Rotterdam. Deer and Bear  numbers are available for the 2019 harvest on NYS DEC Website.  Meeting starts at 7PM. Region 4 is made up of nine counties and each county has three representatives plus three alternates each. These representative are a sportsperson elected by the County Federation, a legislative person paid by the County Governmant, and a landowner who owns more than 50 acres. For Schoharie County representatives are Landowner – Dave Wood, Legislative Representive – Phil Skowfoe, and Sportsmen Representives are Carl Stefanik and Michael Zeh. 
	

	(SCOPE) The March meeting was cancelled due to the Corona Virus outbreak.  Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  SCOPE is running another raffle which will be drawn in April of 2020. The prize will be a $1000 Gift Certificate to Cobleskill Outdoor Sports.  The membership agreed to donate $1000 to New York State Rifle & Pistol Association to help with the cost of fighting the NYS SAFE ACT and the upcoming court case before the Supreme Court which is about the movement of guns in and out of New York City.  This is one of the sections of the Safe Act. Website for SCOPE www.scopeny.org. The next SCOPE meeting will be held on April 16, 2020 @ the Carlisle Town Hall at 7 PM. POC: Walter Janczak – 518-868-6902

	


NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners: NWTF will not be hosting their banquet at Settlehill Farms near Altamont on March 27th. They are looking at holding an on-line auction to sell the merchandise which was ordered for the Banquet. 18 guns in stock so far.  https://www.nwtf.org/event  POC: Dave Hendrick 518-868-2520. There will be a shooting booth set up at the Cobleskill Fair next to the SCCA booth. BB Guns are used to promote Gun Safety and the Eddie Eagle Program. This is free for youths but must have Parent’s consent. NWTF has had this booth for the last five years with much success. Congratulation to President Dave Hendrick for an outstanding job supporting this training aide.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 

Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club did hold this past winter a raffle; drawing was at the annual Meeting on December 12, 2019. 1st prize will be $300 Cash, 2nd prize will be $200 Cash and 3rd prize will be $100. Tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331 or Doug Handy 518 – 231-0970.  Land Owners dinner will be held in February this time instead of November. Pete Beilby was the lucky winner of $200 for second prize. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meeting locations to be announced at a later time.  There are 48 members in the club to date. New POC: Bill Hensell 518-234-4964. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs.
Summit Sno Riders:   Meetings are 6:30 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club will stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond this spring.  I talked to Joe Moore who will be 94 his next birthday told me that the club still plans on stocking $600 worth of trout this spring in the Cobleskill Holding Pond. Over the years Joe worked very hard selling raffle tickets to raise funding so the club could continue to do this for years.  
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Karl Fancher.  Dave Hendrick won the $500 worth of fuel oil from Conesville’s last raffle in February.  The club is planning a Gun & Sportsman show at the Conesville Fire Department on April 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM, admission is $5 for adults and children under 14 are free.  Chicken BBQ $8/halve and Burgers & Hotdogs – food serving time is 12:30 Vendor tables available - $15 each for 8ft tables, contact information 607-588-6232 or e-mail Sothunter059@aol.com . 
SUNY Cobleskill College:  The College is closed for the rest of this semester due to the Corona Virus. Every event has been cancelled until the fall semester.  TWS – AFS convention will be held in Louisville, Kentucky, Sept 27 – Oct 1st   2020.  A couple of college students did help with the SCCA Youth Ice Fishing Derby on February 1st. 
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. The schedule for the 2020 season is as followed:  Stuffed Pizza – Saturdays 12 Noon to 7PM and Sundays 12 Noon to 4PM Dates are    April 18th & 19th .  Pancake Breakfast 8AM to 11AM Dates are Sunday April 5th. Pizza take out is available. Phone 518-287-1710 109 Club Dive Summit, N.Y. 12175.  
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715 for questions.  Trapper Education Classes are available. Check NYS DEC website. Remember that you must register through the NYS DEC Website.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309.   Clearwater Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500. The Chapter is always looking for new volunteers. The Chapter is planning their annual banquet.  There will be several raffles and live/silent auctions. This fundraising event allows them to continue doing conservation and education work each year.  The Conservation Banquet 2020 will be held on Saturday March 7th , 2020. If you would like to attend go to the website (clearwatertu.org/event) to down load a reservation form and to purchase canoe raffle tickets for the Hornbeck canoe or call Scott Parker 518-894-4661 for making donations for the live and silent auction.
Long Path North Hiking Club: Total membership is now 164 with 35 Life Members.  We had an Eagle Scout project completed by Marcus Capobianco of Troop 56 in Lawyersville, N.Y. His project was to design and build 110 feet of raised treads to span a wet area on LP Section 30, MP 2.00.  Still need a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects. Another project which Long Path Club is sponsoring is the Eagle Scout bog bridge at the Duck Pond on Rossman Hill. The board approved $500 for this project, not to exceed $800.  Election of officers was held at the November meeting.  Mark Traver-President, Harold Guest-Vice President, Cherie Clapper-Treasurer, and Clarence Putman-Secretary.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194.  Next meeting will be held at the Schoharie Library on March 12th , 2020 @ 6 PM.  
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at the club property located on High View Rd.  The club sponsored a Youth Ice fishing derby on February 18th on Bear Gulch Pond. There were over 60 people entered in the event with 24 children. Even though the temperature was below zero at the start of the event the fish were hungry and biting. With 8” to 10” of  ice you had to work to get to the fish. Prizes included an auger, jet sled, jigging pole, tip-up, fishing pail and bait bucket.   The club has received permission from NYS DEC to install habitat structures in Fancher Pond. This work will be done in the spring. The club donated $350 for material expenses for the Habitat Project at Fancher Pond. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be cancelled, April 9th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A to setup the banquet for 2020. We did decide to go forward with a banquet date of September 27th 2020 unless the corona Virus is still active.  This year our chapter will donate a Black powder Rifle to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program, A black Powder rifle to the Schoharie County Conservation Association for their fair raffle, sponsored a youth to NYS DEC Camp at a cost of $350, sponsor the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Youth Archery Program along with supporting the Archery program run by the Field Of Grace Christian Bow Hunters. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: There were 47 members in attendance.  Check out the club’s website.  Middleburgh r&g club.com. The archery building has been completed and the Youth Archery program has finished up. The banquet was cancelled due to government restrictions. Trophies will be handed out in the near future. There was over 100 youths shooting each Saturday morning, no cost for the kids!!!Thank you for all the donations that helped with the expenses. There were close to twenty sponsors for the youth archery program. Archery Leagues are running on Thursday & Saturday nights also.   Black Powder shoots will finish in April. Indoor pistol leagues are running and new signs are up. No jacket bullets allowed in downstairs range, only lead bullets. The membership voted to have another 4-wheeler raffle this year plus a spring gun raffle with three prizes. A work party replaced bench, window and door on the pavilion on the outdoor range. Trap league is done for the year.  Five applications read for next month’s meeting vote plus 4 new members voted in.                     
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The next meeting is April 7@ the West Fulton Firehouse.  There are currently 61 paid members. The membership voted to move forward the possibility of developing a shooting range on FEMA lands located in the town of Fulton with a pavilion and bathroom facilities. The membership did vote on this issue at the annual diner. A committee was appointed to review the requirements along with a drawing of the parcel to meet with the Town of Fulton Board in February. In March the Town of Fulton held a public meeting to discuss the shooting range. Letters were sent to all landowners who live next to the FEMA lands where the club plans to build the shooting range. The club is planning another raffle for this coming year with three prizes. A  .308 Henry Long Ranger, a .17 HMR Varmint Rifle and a $100 third prize. Tickets will be $5 each and drawing will be held in December 2020.        
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting – Richmondville Fish & Game Club on April 23rd @ 7PM unless it is cancelled due to restrictions of the NYS government.  Any questions please call me @ 518-265-4961  Mike Zeh SCCA SEC. The March SCCA meeting at SUNY Cobleskill College has been cancelled.  
Application for Lifetime Hunting & Fishing License
Schoharie Co. Conservation Association   P.O. Box 325  Central Bridge, New York 12035
We strive to preserve and protect our natural resources and promote hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, trapping, hunting, both small game & big game with in Schoharie County.    Drawing date 11/19/2020
President Greg Warner* Vice President Doug Handy* Treasurer Liz Reinhart* Secretary Mike Zeh*

N.Y.S. Dept. of Conservation – 2020 Youth Lifetime Sporting License Awards

Our not-for-profit organization is continuing a program to promote hunting and fishing in hopes of inspiring our youth to hunt and fish within New York State. Drawing will be held at the November SCCA meeting. 
Rules and Requirements:

Applicant (child) must be under the age of 12 as of December 31,2020 of this calendar year and be a full time resident of New York State. Also applicant must be a child of a member, in good standing, from a Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) or a member of one of its affiliated clubs and be in good standing with that club. Incomplete, ineligible or duplicate applications will not be considered.  Applications must be mailed to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035, Attention Lifetime Sporting License.
Parents of the winner will be required to bring child’s Social Security card and another form of ID which includes their place of residence. Also the club you’re a member of. Lifetime Sporting License will be purchased by the SCCA and will be paid directly to the Licensing Agent on behalf of the youth. No cash value or substitutions. Winner will be drawn using a random lottery system based on the number of entries.  

Winner will be notified by the information supplied on the application.
**Print** Application for Drawing a NYS DEC Lifetime Sporting License 
Full Name of Child_____________________________________ DOB____/_____/_____

Full Name of Parents____________________________________
Phone Number______________

Street______________________ City______________________ NY Zip_______________

Parent completing Application ________________________________________________

Email Address ____________________________Member Organization__________________
Signature of Parent_________________________________________ Date_________________[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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