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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                     
   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at  
                          Curtis Mott Building, SUNY Cobleskill 

                                  on September 26, 2019.



Greg Warner, President of SCCA called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of allegiance with 20 in
 attendance.  Clubs represented were NWTF Schoharie Ridge Runners, Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, Conesville Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club and Long Path N. Hiking Club. There were several students in attendance also.  The August – September minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, second by Roy Spanhake. The treasurer’s report for September was approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling , second by Dave Wood. Both reports were approved by the membership. 

The new representatives for the NYSCC are Liz Reinhart and Don Reinhart. The Council meets twice a year to vote on resolutions concerning our Association.   

The Kayak raffle for next year was reviewed. The membership wants to change our ticket price from $1 each or 6 for $5 to $5 each or 5 each for $20. The issue was tabled until more information is available. We will revisit this issue at our next SCCA meeting.  
The special drawing on November 21st @ the November SCCA meeting for the NYS Lifetime Sporting License which includes the combined privileges of hunting license, fishing license and turkey permit for a youth will again take place in 2019. There will be an application to fill out and mail in. See application attached to this newsletter. Any Association club member or Individual member who has paid their SCCA Dues is eligible to send in an application. Applicant must be under 12 years old as of December 31, 2019 and a relative of a member in good standings. Last year we received 25 applications for this special drawing. Hopefully this program will encourage our youth to hunt and fish with-in New York State. So far this year we have only received 17 applications. 
The membership’s representative for the pheasant stocking will be Jerry Seyboth. He was told by DEC that the state doesn’t allow representatives to accompany NYS DEC employees when stocking pheasants.  This is a new policy that was started this year.  Apparently there were complaints about hunters hunting right after the birds were released.  
SCCA did attend the Wildlife Festival on September 21st at the Blenheim & Gilboa visitor Center sponsored by the New York Power Authority. Carl Stefanik, Liz Reinhart and Jerry Seyboth were available to answer questions and hand out material. Doug Handy, Dave Wood and Mark Hotaling helped with setting up and tearing down.  

SCCA members agreed to donate $600 to the SUNY Cobleskill Students to help with travel expenses on their trip to Reno, Nevada where they will compete in an environmental quiz bowl with other college students. The motion was made by Carl Stefanik and seconded by Roger Masse. The members voted and it was approved.  

Watershed Recreation News & Events: If you would like to access the NYS DEP lands and water ways, you need a access permit from NYS DEP.  Website is  a826-web01.nyc.gov/recpermitapp 
NYS DEC:  DEC announces Public Meetings on new approach to Inland Trout Stream Management starting Oct 1st @ 6:30 PM   911 Police Plaza Hicksville, N.Y. 11801  For more dates go on NYS DEC website. There are a total 10 meetings across the state.   November 12th is the last meeting. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The next FWMB meeting will be held on December 18, 2019, at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club in Middleburgh. Minutes of the September 25th meeting follows. DEC employees reported on new aquired lands by the state (close to 500 Acres). They reported on a new program called Adventure NY Program which DEC staff were used for hiking guides on nearly 40 hikes this pass summer. Five fire towers were promoted to increase hikers and people getting outdoors. They reported that all fisher pelts require permits (518-652-2319) for POC. DEC is doing a management review from 4500 surveys sent out to trappers in 2015. Bag limits for mallard duck is two each and Canadain Geese is also two per day except in the southern zone. Turkey population is at a ten year low with 2.7 pulps per hen average. The last five years have been bad production years because of cold, wet springs. Big game CWD Regulation Package, changes made the last year – tighten up changes as to what can be brought into the state.WMU 4 will be opened next year for early bear season. Moose sightings – DEC would like to be notified of all sightings. Bear season numbers will lightly drop this season because of the abundant food supplies (accorn and beechnuts availility). Pheasant stocking – 18 sites across 6 counties with 4284 birds being released in Region 4. No hunters allowed in the stocking of birds. Very good maps available on DEC website. If you need assistants call DEC and maps will be mailed. Woodcock survey is underway in Schoharie County/Montgomery County. One bird tagged with transmitter. Hunter Safety Classes – 1039 recieved certificates this year, 750 male and 289 female students registered. 

Deleware River survey almost complete. Management Plan for tail waters. Catching results ahve increased. Meeting will be scheduled next year. Water temperatures have been good this past year. In cold water areas DEC is looking at possibly installing some pools to assist with water currents. DEC is scheduling meetings of Inland Trout Stream Management. First meeting October 8th at South Colony School. Ten percent of stocking will be twelve inches or bigger next year. Report of snakehead fish caught in Hudson River, DEC investigated with negative results. Stripped Bass regulations are being evaluated. Go to website and take survey. Eighth annual fish count on Hudson River  with 80 differnt fish caught. The Gilboa Dam water release is still in the works (warm water release). NYS FWMB reviewed CWD and crossbow issues. Landowner rental agreements popular out of state (Charging a fee to hunt). Salmon River hatchery has been retrofitted.  Forty two  graduating in December for ECOs and Forest Rangers. After Febrary Region 4 should be at full capacity as to personel. Forest Rangers have same authiority as ENCON officers. Young Forest Program is working, over 10,800 acres. The Habitat Stamp Program  has had a 31% increase in sales. If you brought a habitat stamp and did not receive a moose pin than call 518-402-8843 (License Stamp Sales) and they will mail you a lapel/hat pin.  NYS is looking at installing three electric dams on the Eire Canal system to help stop Invasive Species. Trout Unlimited is working on a project with DEC on the Battenkill Stream.  NYS FWMB promises to have minutes of the last State board meeting available on their website. A more detailed report will be in next month’s SCCA newsletter. 

	(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  Fifty One members in attendance at the October meeting. The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on November 21st at 7:00 PM @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Guest Speaker will be Chris Tague. Antonio Delgado, NYS Representative from the 19th Congressional District was the guest speaker at October 7th SCOPE meeting along with Annette McFarland who is running for Schoharie County Clerk. The membership members were given the chance to ask questions trying to keep our 2nd Amendment and Freedom of Speech out in front. Delgado’s phone number in Washington is 202-225-3121. Some of the questions involved the Red Flag Law and to set limits to help reduce violence. The Congressman will look into gathering information on Gun Violence and to create funding for such studies. SCOPE is running another raffle which will be drawn in April of next year. The prize will be a $1000 Gift Certificate to Cobleskill Outdoor Sports.  The membership agreed to donate $1000 to New York State Rifle & Pistol Association to help with the cost of fighting the NYS SAFE ACT and the upcoming court case before the Supreme Court which is about the movement of guns in and out of New York City.  This is one of the sections of the Safe Act. Website for SCOPE www.scopeny.org.   


NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners: There was a shooting booth set up at the Cobleskill Fair next to the SCCA booth. BB Guns were used to promote Gun Safety and the Eddie Eagle Program. This was free for youths but must have Parent’s consent. NWTF has had this booth for the last five years with much success. Congratulation goes to President Dave Hendrick for an outstanding job support this training aide.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 

Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Safety Course will  be held on November 23rd at the Office of Emergency Services 8am -4pm. Must pre-register 518-234-7331 and must be at least 10 years old. Snowmobile Club is holding a raffle; drawing will be at the annual Meeting on December 12, 2019. 1st prize will be $300 Cash, 2nd prize will be $200 Cash and 3rd prize will be $100. Tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331 or Doug Handy 518 – 231-0970.  Land Owners dinner will be held in February this time instead of November. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs.
Summit Sno Riders:   Meetings are 6:30 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond on April 30th. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Karl Fancher.   
SUNY Cobleskill College:  SUNY Cobleskill announces new five-year collaboration with NYSDEC. The college will receive a five-year, $600,000 boost to its aquaculture programs through collaboration with state Department of Environmental Conservation. Hopefully this program will help to improve the state hatchers that stock fish in New York waters as well as promote environmental conservation.  The annual trip where the students compete against other colleges will be this September and will take place in Reno, Nevada with 12 to 15 students attending.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. The schedule for the 2019-2020 season is as followed: Deer Season - Stuffed Pizza is Saturday November 16th 3PM to 8PM. Stuffed Pizza – Saturdays 12 Noon to 7PM and Sundays 12 Noon to 4PM Dates are January 18th & 19th, February 15th & 16th,  March 14th & 15th, April 18th & 19th .  Pancake Breakfast 8AM to 11AM Dates are Sunday January 5th, Sunday February 2nd, Sunday March 1st, and April 5th. Pizza take out is available. Phone 518-287-1710 109 Club Dive Summit, N.Y. 12175.  
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  Trapper Education Class on March 23 had 18 certificates from 24 registrations included with 22 male and 2 female students. There were 6 no shows, 5 male and 1 female. Next class to be held at Guan Ho Ha on June 1st and Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on September 28, 2019. Remember that you must register through the NYS DEC Website.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309.   Clearwater Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500. The Chapter is always looking for new volunteers.  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Total membership is now 161.  We had an Eagle Scout project completed by Marcus Capobianco of Troop 56 in Lawyersville, N.Y. His project was to design and build 110 feet of raised treats to span a wet area on LP Section 30, MP 2.00. This project was funded by the NYNJ Trail Conference and LPNHC. His Eagle Scout ceremony was held on August 4. Congrads to Marcus.  Still need a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects. Another project which Long Path Club is sponsoring is the Eagle Scout bog bridge at the Duck Pond on Rossman Hill. The board approved $500 for this project, not to exceed $800.  Twenty one tires were picked up along the Westkill Road near Blenheim which NYS Dept. of Highway carried away.    List of hikes: Sept 21 Leaders Choice, call Don Allard for details; Oct 12 Hike about 3 miles on the trails at Landis Arboreturn in Esperance, leader is Marilyn; Nov 6th Highway Clean-up, Watsonville to Vroman’s Nose, call Harold Guest @ 518-827-5995;  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. DEC is looking for someone to maintain the hiking trails on Vroman’s Nose.  Next meeting will be held at the Schoharie Library on November 14th @ 6 PM.  
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.  The club is filing for permission from NYS DEC to install habitat structures in Fancher Pond. Next year the derby may be moved to the Fancher Pond.  The club donated $350 for material expenses for the Habitat Project at Fancher Pond. The Richmondville Fish & Game Club also sponsored an auction item for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited in September. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on November 5th@ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A to review the banquet finances for the Banquet. Our Banquet date was held on September 29th  of 2019 with 153 diner tickets sold.  The big winners this year were Matt Garner who won the Golden Boy Rifle, Justin Kopacz who won the Matthews Bow, Ben Nirschl who won the Commemorative Remington Rifle and Hope Zeh who won the choice of auction Items (Big Frig Denali 45 Cooler Combo). During this past year our chapter has donated a Black powder Rifle to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program, A black Powder rifle to the Schoharie County Conservation Association for their fair raffle, sponsored a youth to NYS DEC Camp at a cost of $350, sponsor the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Youth Archery Program along with supporting the Archery program run by the Field Of Grace Christian Bow Hunters. Joe Reinhart was the winner of the Black Powder Rifle drawing from the list of names who donated a whole deer to the Venison Program in Schoharie County for the local food pantries in 2018.  There was 620 lbs. of venison donated last year.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: There were 39 members in attendance.  Check out the club’s website.  Middleburgh r&g club.com. There is a fund raiser for repair of the Archery building, window stickers showing club support for $10 per window decal.  All money raised by raffles, 100% goes toward the Archery Building Rebuild Fund.  The club is raffling off a Polaris Sportsman 450  ATV at $50 a ticket, only 200 tickets being sold. Only ten tickets left to sell. Contact Jeff Almy if you would like a ticket for the ATV that is on display at the Middleburgh Hardware Store. The drawing will be held at the November Rod & Gun Club meeting. The archery building has been raised, new concrete footing have been poured and the building lowered down. Still need to replace wood on the sides of the building. Black Powder shoots start up in January along with the Youth Archery program.  Indoor pistol leagues are running and new signs are up. No jacket bullets allowed in downstairs range, only lead bullets. A work party replaced bench, window and door on the pavilion on the outdoor range. Trap league is done for the year. Three new members voted in and two applications read for next month’s meeting vote.                    
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The next meeting is November 5th @ the West Fulton Firehouse.  The club voted to hold another raffle with the drawing held in December @ our annual Diner 12/7/19 to be possibly held at the Horseshoe Café in Blenheim. 1st prize will be a $500 Gift certificate to Cobleskill Outdoors Sports, 2nd prize $200 Cash, 3rd prize $100 Cash. The members are interested in planting a tree at the Looking Glass Pond in memory of Gerald Hamm. A plague will also be displayed. The club has already received permission from the NYS DEC to do this. The club is possibly looking at a piece of land for a shooting range from the Town Of Fulton which FEMA purchase from William Gates. The club did assist with the Tim Murphy Run on October 12th.  The club reviewed the possible donation to the future Becker Recreational Center in Middleburgh.    
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting – October 24th  @ 7 P.M. at the Curtis Mott Building @ SUNY Cobleskill College.  Any questions please call me @ 518-265-4961  Mike Zeh SCCA Secretary.
Application for Lifetime Hunting & Fishing License
Schoharie Co. Conservation Association   P.O. Box 325  Central Bridge, New York 12035
We strive to preserve and protect our natural resources and promote hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, trapping, hunting, both small game & big game with in Schoharie County.    Drawing date 11/21/2019
President Greg Warner* Vice President Doug Handy* Treasurer Liz Reinhart* Secretary Mike Zeh*

N.Y.S. Dept. of Conservation - 2019 Youth Lifetime Sporting License Awards

Our not-for-profit organization is continuing a program to promote hunting and fishing in hopes of inspiring our youth to hunt and fish within New York State. Drawing will be held at the November SCCA meeting. 
Rules and Requirements:

Applicant (child) must be under the age of 12 as of December 31 of this calendar year and be a full time resident of New York State. Also applicant must be a child of a member, in good standing, from a Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) or a member of one of its affiliated clubs and be in good standing with that club. Incomplete, ineligible or duplicate applications will not be considered.  Applications must be mailed to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035, Attention Lifetime Sporting License.
Parents of the winner will be required to bring child’s Social Security card and another form 
of ID which includes their place of residence. Also the club you’re a member of.

Lifetime Sporting License will be purchased by the SCCA and will be paid directly to the Licensing Agent on behalf of the youth. No cash value or substitutions.

Winner will be drawn using a random lottery system based on the number of entries. 

Winner will be notified by the information supplied on the application.
**Print** Application for Drawing a NYS DEC Lifetime Sporting License 
Full Name of Child_____________________________________ DOB____/_____/_____

Full Name of Parents____________________________________Phone Number______________

Street______________________ City______________________ NY Zip_______________

Parent completing Application ________________________________________________

Email Address ____________________________Member Organization__________________
Signature of Parent_________________________________________ Date_________________[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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