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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                     
   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                                Richmondville Fish & Game Club  

                                        on June 27, 2019.



Greg Warner, President of SCCA called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of allegiance with 7 in
 attendance.  Clubs represented were NWTF Schoharie Ridge Runners, Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Trout Unlimited and Long Path N. Hiking Club.   The May – June minutes were approved with a motion from Eric Haslun, second by Carl Stefanik. The treasurer’s report for June was approved with a motion from Walt Janczak and second by Paul Sawyer.  Both reports were approved by the membership.  The next SCCA meetings will be held at the SCCA Fair Booth @ 6 PM. We will be working on the fair displays and putting together the volunteer list for assignments during the fair week. The fair is running from August 6 thru August 11 when the raffle drawing will be drawn at 8 PM.   
New Board of Directors were nominated and voted on at the June meeting. Paul Sawyer and Carl Stefanik were nominated and voted in. The biggest responsibility for these positions is selecting the Dorwin Hamm Scholarship application winners along with reviewing the finances of the SCCA, monitoring the books of the treasurer. We still representatives for the NYSCC. Mark Hotaling and John Hornauer are holding the positions. The Council meets twice a year to vote on resolutions concerning our Association. SCCA did pay the 2019 Dues to the Council.  

The tickets are currently available for our annual Kayak Raffle. This is the only fund raiser SCCA has annually. Please contact Liz or Mike for tickets. There was $562 raised at the Cobleskill Wildlife Festival on April 27th. It was really cold and windy.  
The special drawing at the November SCCA meeting for the NYS Lifetime Sporting License which includes the combined privileges of hunting license, fishing license and turkey permit for a youth will again take place in 2019. There will be an application to fill out and mail in. See application attached to this newsletter. Any Association club member or Individual member who is has paid their SCCA Dues is eligible to send in an application. Applicant must be under 12 years old and a relative of a member in good standings. Last year we received 25 applications for this special drawing. Hopefully this program will encourage our youth to hunt and fish with-in New York State. So far this year we have only received 6 applications. 
SCCA Activity Report: Carl Stefanik has finished the 2019 Activity Report and has printed out 325 copies to hand out to all school libraries, Club Associations, Local Town Supervisors, and some for the Wildlife Festivals this spring and fall along with copies for the Cobleskill Fair week.  This is the eleventh year Carl has done this. Thank you for a job well done.  Carl is looking for help with this project. He says it time someone took over for him. We all are getting burned out.
SCCA members agreed to sponsor an Auction Item for the Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited event on September 29th. Carl Stefanik made a motion to donate $200 to cover the cost of the Terry Redlin Print “Total Comfort” with a second from Walt Janczak. The membership voted and approved. 

SCCA members agreed to donate $250 to the Richmondville Fish & Game Club. This money is to be used for building material for a building for holding the Hunter Safety shooting practice area. Motion made by Eric Haslun, second by Walt Janczak. Members voted and approved. 

Wildlife Task Force Meeting:  Jessica Kirby, the new Community Relations Supervisor for the Blenheim Gilboa Power Authority (Samantha’s replacement) has set up a meeting for August 13th.  Lunch will be provided. The meeting will be held at the BG Visitor’s Center Conference Room.  Carl Stefanik, Liz Reinhart, Mike Zeh and Dave Wood will attend. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: - June 26 meeting was held in Schnectady. Mike Zagata reviewed the NYS Young Forest Project. If the 10% incentive works out of the 29 Million Acres of Forest lands then after 10 years of clear cuting would be a big boost to eliminate the mature forest problems across the state. This project will have a big impact on the brid (Song Bird) population along with many other small animals. The number one reason people buy up forest lands is for animals & birds. Mike Clark, NYS DEC Region 4 Encon Supervisor gave a review on the spring fish stocking, the new mute swans management pratices, the Smart Growth Grants thur the state for Aderondack Areas for promoting recreational ideas. Encon officer, Mike Terrel recieved a promotion and the NYS Encon Acadamy is on-going, class to graduate in September. Hunter Safety Instructors refreshers class has 17 recertifications in Region 4. DEC handled 9 bear clubs (9-15 pounds) through reabilitators raising their weight to 60-80 pounds before releasing them back into the wild this year. The early bear season in area 4W has been approved, they trid for three areas but only one was approved. DEC did a small manmal survey was completed in one area, next year state – wide to create a Mammal Atlas on-line. DEC wants to hear of Moose sightings, state calulate 400 in the Aderondack & Catskill areas and 50 – 100 outside of Pars. Hunter Safety classes are closs to last years numbers. Trout Unlimited recieved a $95,000 grant for a 5 year project on Schnevus Creek to improve PFR signage and habitat seedling plantings. Another high lite was the band on Plastic bags going into effect, very important!!!!  The next FWMB meeting will be held on September 25, 2019, at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club in Middleburgh. A more detailed report will be in next months SCCA newsletter. 
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  Twenty-one members in attendance at the July meeting. The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on August 15th at 7PM @ the Carlisle Town Hall.  Walt Janczak is our new Chairman, Jerry Olsen, Treasury. Still need a volunteer for a Recording Secretary. The raffle is all set for the fair. 1st Prize is a Henry Lever Action 22 Commemorative edition. 2nd Prize is a Mossberg 20 gauge pump youth edition and also there will be several other prizes available. Drawing date will be August 11th, the last day of Cobleskill Fair. Guest speaker was Ton King, President of NYS Rifle & Pistol Association at the July meeting. He encouraged us to get out and vote in 2020. We need to take back the Senate. He took questions from the floor reviewing past court cases which the NRA & NYSRPA are fighting. He covered the efforts on the SAFE ACT fight and many other issues. Website for SCOPE. www.scopeny.org.  The membership voted to run another raffle at the fair. $5 tickets with the same prizes as last year. Tickets will be available at the next meeting. The membership discusses the possibility of asking Governor Cuomo to fly the 2nd Amendment Flag over the New Your State Capital Building. 
NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners : There will be a shooting booth set up at the Cobleskill Fair next to the SCCA booth. BB Guns will be used to promote Gun Safety and the Eddie Eagle Program. This will be free for youths but must have Parent’s consent. NWTF has had this booth for the last five years with must success. Congratulation goes to President Dave Hendrick for an outstanding job support this training aide.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 

Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club is holding a raffle, drawing will be at the annual Meeting on December 12, 2019. 1st prize will be $300 Cash, 2nd prize will be $200 Cash and 3rd prize will be $100. Tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331 or Doug Handy  518 – 231-0970.  
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs.
Summit Sno Riders:   Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond on April 30th. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Karl Fancher.   
SUNY Cobleskill College:  SUNY Cobleskill announces new five-year collaboration with NYSDEC. The college will receive a five-year, $600,000 boost to its aquaculture programs through collaboration with state Department of Environmental Conservation. Hopefully this program will help to improve the state hatchers that stock fish in New York waters as well as promote environmental conservation.  The annual trip where the students compete against other colleges will be this September and will take place in Reno, Nevada with 12 to 15 students attending.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. The club ran a special raffle for a Portable Generator to help with club’s expenses. Drawing date was April 14th.  
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  Trapper Education Class on March 23 had 18 certificates from 24 registrations included with 22 male and 2 female students. There were 6 no shows, 5 male and 1 female. Next class to be held at Guan Ho Ha on June 1st and Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on September 28, 2019. Remember that you must register through the NYS DEC Website.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309.   Clearwater Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500.  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Total membership is now 156.  We have a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects. Another project which Long Path Club is sponsoring is the Eagle Scout bog bridge at the Duck Pond on Rossman Hill. The board approved $500 for this project, not to exceed $800.  Twenty one tires were picked up along the Westkill Road near Blenheim which NYS Dept. of Highway carried away.    List of hikes: Aug 3 LP Section 27, Mt Pisgah & Richmond Mountain, about 3 miles, call Mark for Mark for details.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. DEC is looking for someone to maintain the hiking trails on Vroman’s Nose.  Next meeting will be our Annual meeting which will be held at the Blenheim NYPA in September. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.  The club is filing for permission from NYS DEC to install habitat structures in Fancher Pond. Next year the derby may be moved to the Fancher Pond.  The club donated $350 for material expenses for the Habitat Project at Fancher Pond. The Richmondville Fish & Game Club also sponsored an auction item for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited in September. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on August12th   @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A to hand out tickets to members for the Banquet to sell. Our Banquet date will be on September 29th  of 2019.  During this past year our chapter has donated a Black powder Rifle to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program, A black Powder rifle to the Schoharie County Conservation Association for their fair raffle, sponsored a youth to NYS DEC Camp at a cost of $350, sponsor the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Youth Archery Program along with supporting the Archery program run by the Field Of Grace Christian Bow Hunters. Joe Reinhart was the winner of the Black Powder Rifle drawing from the list of names who donated a whole deer to the Venison Program in Schoharie County for the local food pantries in 2018.  There was 620 lbs. of venison donated last year.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: There were 34 members in attendance.  Check out the club’s website.  Middleburgh r&g club.com. The drawing for the spring raffle, 500 tickets @ $10 each to help with the rebuild of the indoor archery range was held at the May meeting. A list of winners is posted on the club’s bulletin board. There is also a fund raiser for repair of the Archery building, window stickers showing club support for $10 per window decal.  All money raised by raffles, 100% goes toward the Archery Building Rebuild Fund.  The club is raffling off a Polaris Sportsman 450  ATV at $50 a ticket, only 200 tickets being sold. The ATV is on display at the Middleburgh Hardware Store where tickets are available. The drawing will be held at a Rod & Gun Club meeting.  Free youth Fish Derby happened on May 18th with 40 kids participating. Every youth received at least one prize even if they didn’t catch a fish. Several fish were caught.  Cobleskill Stone donated two loads of crushed gravel and Carver’s donated one load for the repair of the road leading up to club house.  There were three applications from Middleburgh Seniors applying for the $250 Scholarship available to all Graduating seniors. All three received awards. The club did not receive any applications from relatives of a club member for the in-house scholarship award.  The Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club agreed to sponsor a live auction item for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.                
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The next meeting is August 6th @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The working party at the  Looking Glass Pond had close to 10 members doing a clean up the area and trail around the pond.  The club voted to hold another raffle with the drawing held in December @ our annual Diner 12/7/19. 1st prize will be a $500 Gift certificate to Cobleskill Outdoors Sports, 2nd prize $200 Cash, 3rd prize $100 Cash. The members are interested in planting a tree at the Looking Glass Pond in memory of Gerald Hamm. A plague will also be displayed.  The club has already received permission from the NYS DEC to do this.  The members voted to replace Looking Glass Pond sign at the intersection of Rt.30 & West Fulton Rd. Also the sign at Rossman Hill to repoint that sign. The club is looking for more community projects. Dave Hamm will head committee on the Nature Trail behind Middleburgh School; Arron Hamm will continue to be the lead on the Tim Murphy Run and also the Duck Pond Project on Rossman Hill. Fall picnic date is September 21st @ Larry Hamm’s Farm in West Fulton.    
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting – July 25th  @ 6 P.M. at the SCCA Fair Booth located on the Cobleskill Fair Grounds. Any questions please call me @ 518-265-4961  Mike Zeh SCCA Secretary.
. 
Schoharie County Conservation Association 

P.O. Box 325

Central Bridge, New York 12035
We strive to preserve and protect our natural resources and promote hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, trapping, hunting, both small game & big game with in Schoharie County. 

President Greg Warner* Vice President Doug Handy* Treasurer Liz Reinhart* Secretary Mike Zeh*

N.Y.S. Dept. of Conservation

2019 Youth Lifetime Sporting License Awards

Our not-for-profit organization is continuing a program to promote hunting and fishing in hopes of inspiring our youth to hunt and fish within New York State. Drawing will be held at the November SCCA meeting. 
Rules and Requirements:

Applicant (child) must be under the age of 12 as of December 31 of this calendar year and be a full time resident of New York State. Also applicant must be a child of a member, in good standing, from a Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) or a member of one of its affiliated clubs and be in good standing with that club. Incomplete, ineligible or duplicate applications will not be considered.  Applications must be mailed to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035, Attention Lifetime Sporting License.

Parents of the winner will be required to bring child’s Social Security card and another form of ID
which includes their place of residence. Also the club you’re a member of.

Lifetime Sporting License will be purchased by the SCCA and will be paid directly to the Licensing Agent on behalf of the youth. No cash value or substitutions.

Winner will be drawn using a random lottery system based on the number of entries. 

Winner will be notified by the information supplied on the application.
**Print** Application for Drawing a NYS DEC Lifetime Sporting License 
Full Name of Child_____________________________________ DOB____/_____/_____

Full Name of Parents____________________________________Phone Number______________

Street______________________ City______________________ NY Zip_______________

Parent completing Application ________________________________________________

Email Address ____________________________Member Organization ____________________
Signature of Parent_________________________________________ Date __________________

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
2
1

