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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                  
  SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                             Curtis Mott Bldg., SUNY Cobleskill located
                             in Cobleskill, N.Y. on February 22, 2018.



                           Dave Wood called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of allegiance with 24 in
 attendance.  Clubs represented were Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Whitetails Unlimited, Long Path N. Hiking Club and about eight college students along with Roger Masse who is the advisor for TWS and faculty member of SUNY Cobleskill.  Also Nathan Ver Hague from NYS DEC attended. The January – February minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Hendricks, second by Greg Warner. The treasurer’s report for February was approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Mark Traver. 
SCCA received another e-mail from Preston Hartmann, one of the Board Members from the Vroman's Nose Preservation Corporation, VNPC. He was sent all the information we have to date.  We are still waiting on final approval from the IRS for our 501-c-3 certification.  The forms have also been sent to a representative in the NYS AG office for the final approval.  SCCA Board of Directors did visit by-law changes for this process. The change to the SCCA by-laws included a change to raise funds for a Scholarship program at SUNY Cobleskill college and to help pay for travel expenses for students competing in events approved by the SCCA Membership.  This By-Law change was reviewed at the February meeting and will be voted on at the March SCCA Meeting. 
 SCCA had the drawing for the special raffle at the February meeting. 1st prize, two 12 foot Kayaks were won by the TWS Club at the SUNY Cobleskill College. 2nd prize, $50 Gift certificate, was won by Harold Guest Jr. and 3rd prize, $50 Gift Certificate was won by Larry English. SCCA held this fund raiser to cover the cost of replacing the two Kayaks which had been on display at the SCCA Fair booth for the last three years. The two new Kayaks with paddles were purchased during the month of December. Also SCCA purchased a Cobleskill Fair season pass for the president and treasurer for $45.00 each for the 2018 Fair booth.  NWTF will again be displaying the BB Gun Safety booth alongside the SCCA Fair booth this year. We have a new sponsor for our SCCA Kayak Raffle this year.  Chris Tague, the Schoharie Town Supervisor who is a candidate for 102nd Assembly District has replaced Pete Lopez on our ticket.  Thank you Chris. NBT Bank from Schoharie & Middleburgh and the Bank of Richmondville along with Senator Seward have agreed to again sponsor our raffle prizes this year. Also, Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh has agreed to sponsor the cost of ticket printing again this year. Thank you Dick Shaul. He has been sponsoring our ticket cost for close to 10 years. 

SCCA has sponsored a Summer Youth Camp for NYS DEC again this year. The Association received three requests for sponsorship this year.  One was approved and the other two are on a waiting list by DEC. Online registration for DEC's Environmental Education Camps will open Wednesday, January 24, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.  Applications should be submitted through the online registration system -- the link is provided on the Summer Camps webpage. We have learned that the slots fill up very quickly and for the boys you have to register them on the first day in which DEC starts accepting applications. 

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html  
Mark Hotaling has come up with the information for this idea.  Last month Mark made a motion from the floor to look into giving a NYS Youth Lifetime Sporting license next year as a prize in a special drawing. At the December SCCA meeting this issue was reviewed. This Youth would have to be less than 12 years of age to keep the cost below $400 and a Schoharie County Resident or relative of a club member. This program would encourage our youth to hunt and fish with in New York State. We will review at Feb’s SCCA meeting.    

Pistol permits have to be recertified every five years. Reminder: Under the SAFE Act, all pistol license holders who were issued licenses before 2013 must recertify before January 31, 2018. Hopefully everyone has done this. If you forgot, you can still do this on-line. They will accept your recertification even though the dead line has passed.  In Schoharie County, 1268 recertified on-line and 419 by mail.  That is 62% of the current pistol permits holder in Schoharie County which means that 38% pistol permit holders did not recertify or they had their permits issued after January of 2013.     

SCCA: All annual dues are due in January 2018. Association dues are $30 annually.  Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues. SCCA has received 10 Association Dues so far.  We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We have received 34 individual dues so far for 2018.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 130 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. All college students who show an interest received the newsletter by e-mail. All college students are exempt from dues. We also send out the newsletter to about twenty five NYS DEC personnel along with all of the Town Supervisors of Schoharie County plus Senator Jim Seward who supports our Kayak raffle with a donation for the prizes.
SCCA received signed contract from Cobleskill Agricultural Society for the 2018 Fair Booth agreement. Total cost $345. 

Venison Donation Program: A total of 18 deer were donated, 7 @ Russ Marlow’s in Howe Cave and 11 @ Blu’s in Gallupville on Rte. 143. The winner of the Black Powder Rifle was John Schaeffer from Esperance. The Rifle was donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.  The local chapter has donated a rifle every year for the last 15 years. 

SUNY College student Presentations: Caroline Shafer, a SUNY Cobleskill college student did a Power Point Presentation about the population of Lake Whitefish in Otsego Lake at the February meeting. Brandon Van Wormer did his Power Point Presentation on how the 2011 Irene & Lee storms and the recovery of $26 million spending helped  and determine the effectiveness of stream mitigations by collecting physical, chemical and biological data, specifically on natural upstream and mitigated downstream sites on the Platterkill Creek at the February meeting. Each student received a $400 check for the Dowin Hamm Scholarship.
Hunter Safety Classes: Gun Course @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club  -  April 6 & 7 and April 20 & 21.  Archery class will be on April 14th . Trappers Course – March 31st   Registration on DEC Website for all courses.   

Ice Fishing Kids Derbies: February 3, SCCA did host an ice fishing derby, with about 50 in attendance,  at Franklin Vly Pond near Middleburgh. There were about 20 youths there. Adults $5. Trophies and prizes for Kids. 3 weight-ins. The February 10, sponsored by SUNY Cobleskill Fisheries was cancelled due to rain. The February 17, Richmondville Fish & Game Club had 36 adults and 24 youths at Bear Gulch Lake, near Summit. SCCA paid close to $500 for prizes and trophies for the Youth Ice Fishing derby. SCCA received $300 from Schenectady Local 157 Labor Union to help pay for Youth trophies and prizes. Proceeds from the food sales and bait sales, $192.00  were donated to the students for the Fisheries Group at SUNY Cobleskill.     
NYPA: The meeting for the Wildlife Task Force was cancelled and will be rescheduled at the New York Power Visitor Center on a later date.   

NYC DEP: Carl Fancher, President of Conesville Rod & Gun Club was asked to look into the Watershed Recreation Board to represent Schoharie County at their annual meetings.  Quenton Van Nortwick who represented Delaware County as their Watershed representative, passed away several years ago was on this Board for the NYC DEP. 

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: NEXT MEETING: The next FWMB meeting will be held on April 25th  2018, at the NYS DEC Office in Rotterdam located at NYS DEC Region 4 Headquarters. Please notify Dave Wood @ 518-944-8926 if you plan on attending.  Minutes for the February will be in next month’s newsletter.   
NYS DEC – Announces 2017 Bear Harvest Results New York State bear hunters took 1,420 black bears during the 2017 hunting seasons, state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos announced today. Hunters took an estimated 1,037 black bears in New York's Southern Zone, nearly the same number as in 2016, but slightly more than the recent five-year average. Bowhunters took 330 bears, on par with the recent average, but less than the 537 bears taken during the regular season. The early season, which DEC initiated in 2014 to reduce bear populations in a handful of management units in the Catskill region, resulted in 150 bears. In the Northern Zone, hunters took an estimated 383 bears, about 25 percent fewer than 2016 and below the historical average. Bear take in the Northern Zone tends to alternate between strong harvests during the early season one year, followed by strong harvests during the regular season the next year, based primarily on cycles of food availability. This year, the early season accounted for 82 bears, similar to the early seasons of 2011 and 2013. However, hunters fared much better during the regular season, taking 242 bears. For the second year, junior hunters were allowed to take black bears during the Youth Firearms Big Game Hunt over Columbus Day weekend. That hunt overlapped with the early bear season in most of the Northern Zone, but one junior hunter in the Northern Zone and eight in the Southern Zone took advantage of the opportunity to harvest a bear. 
SCCA reviewed prices for a Robot deer decoy possibly to donate the use of to NYS DEC to aid is catching poachers road hunting (hunting deer illegally).  The cost is $1500 to $2100 depending on options. SCCA would own the unit but would loan it out to NYS DEC so they could use it. This way the shooter would have to pay for the repair or replacement because it would be personal property of the SCCA being destroyed. Motion made to consider at a later date. 
 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on Mar 15th, 7PM @ the Carlisle Town Hall.  At the last meeting, The membership approved to run another raffle with the drawing date on August 5th during the Cobleskill Fair.  First prize will be a Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum, second prize will be a Cricket .22 Cal rifle and there will be several other prizes.  1000 tickets, $5 each ticket or 5tickets for $20.   Election will be held at the March meeting. We need a new Secretary because Jim Birsen moved to Albany County. A new Emblem for Schoharie County SCOPE will be designed using the outline of the Schoharie County Map. Invitations for our next two meeting are being made to the two candidates running for Assembly for our local region, Chris Tague and Aidin O’Connor.  Website for SCOPE. www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Next meeting is April 2nd. As of March 2nd  all trails are open including C7N between Richmondville and Decker Road.  Please stay posted for changes this weekend with a potential warmup in the forecast.  For the most up to date changes we suggest calling the snow phone or checking the Facebook page.  Ride carefully and stay on the trails!  Trail C7C (Town of Summit) – Trail is blocked with a chain on the east side of the State Route 10 crossing (that’s where the wide pull-off/parking area is).  This due to a new landowner.  Please use alternate trails while we work on a permanent solution. We are pleased to announce a new parking area is available.  It is located off Dow Street near the Cobleskill reservoir just south of Mineral Springs road.  It provides easy access to trail S77. Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Carl Fancher.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The Next NWTF Banquet/Auction will be held on April 20th at the Settles Tree Farm East of Duanesburg.   For more information contact Dave Hendrick,  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  Club is running a raffle Tickets are $10 each, drawing to held April 20th at the banquet. 1st prize  30/30 - Henry Rifle, 2nd prize Vortex Binoculars 10X42 and 3rd prize $100 Gift certificate from Cobleskill Outdoors Sports.  Call Dave for tickets   - phone: (518) 657-1787
 SUNY Cobleskill College: The next Annual Wildlife Society meeting will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct 7th -11th 2018. SCCA have received an application from Alex Walczyk. The Dorwin Hamm scholarship is for $400 and will be reviewed by the SCCA Officers and Board of Directors. Received a thank you note from SUNY Cobleskill for the $250 donation of which the college is going to do the flying squirrel mount for the SCCA fair display. 23rd Annual Fish and Wildlife Festival - Veterans Memorial Centre Park - 514 West Main Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043- April 28, 2018 10am – 3pm – Contact  Dr. Roger Masse, Department of FWES - SUNY Cobleskill, 119 CANR Rockland Lane Cobleskill, NY 12043 if you plan on having a booth.  The college students did a clean-up at Fancher Pond. 
Summit Conservation Club: March 17 Stuffed Pizza, 12pm–7 pm; March 18 Stuffed Pizza-12pm – 4pm; April 8 Pancake Breakfast, 8 am – 12pm; April 21 Stuffed Pizza, 12pm – 7:00 pm. April 22 Stuffed Pizza, 12pm – 4 pm, Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.      
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 57 Years. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205.  POC  Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Dues are due for 2018. There are currently 171 members. The new 36’ footbridge installation has been completed which crosses the Pigeon Creek which flows into the Schoharie Creek on NYPA property in Blenheim was started in September. We have a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects.    List of hikes. Mar 17, St. Patrick’s Day – LP Sec 32, Durfee Rd. to Middleburgh Cliffs,3.5 miles, call Mark;  Apr. 28th, LP Sec 28, West Kill Rd. to Mine Kill Overlook, 6.5 miles, call Don;  May 2, Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up on Rte. 30, Vroman’s Nose to Watsonville, (Volunteers needed) Call Harold Guest 518-827-5995; May 19, LP Sec 28, Marv Rion Rd. to Prattsville Rd. 4-5 miles, Call Clarence; June 2, National Trails Day, Hike on the Keleher Preserve trails, 3.5 miles Leader is Marilyn;  June 16, Dust off your Kayak w/paddle on the Susquehanna River, Call Mark for Info; July 7, Leader’s choice, call Steve for location & details; Aug 4, Hike the trails at Emma Thatcher Nature Center, 3 miles, call Marilyn; 

  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Check the upper right corner of the mailing label for your membership expiration date. Next meeting is March 8th @ Schoharie Library - 6 PM. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: February 17, Richmondville Fish & Game Club did host an Ice Fishing Derby,  at Bear Gulch Lake, near Summit. 36 Adults and 24 kids caught over 100 crappies and perch. Every kid received at least one prize or more.  Trophies and prizes for all the kids.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on April 9th  @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donating a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to the SCCA for the 2018 Kayak Raffle held at the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. Meeting will be for discussions on the next banquet in September 2018.   
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Four new members voted in and four more read for a vote next month. Total membership is at 294. The club’s by-laws only allow a total of 300 regular members. Members who have not paid dues by May 3rd will be dropped from membership list and key cards will be shutoff. If you pay your dues late there is a $25 late fee. As of March 1st seventy five members are late on their dues. There are also 155 life time members. The Club has raised the membership Dues effective January 1, 2018.  Regular dues are now $65 and Family Dues are $85.  Application fee is $25 and is non-refundable. Key cards fee is $20.  The club is now using an internet service for back ground checks for new members for $17 per month. New smoke detectors and CO monitors were purchased for the club. Four cameras have been installed on the club property. Two pallets of clay birds are being purchased for the trap shooting season, approved $1,540.00. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com & phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The club voted to have a Spring Gun Raffle. 500 tickets @ $10 each, for 3 guns. Remington 700 CDL, Henry Golden Boy .22 Cal. and a Remington 870 Turkey Gun 12 ga. Guns were purchased from Outlanders Survival Supply in Duanesburg. The SUNY Cobleskill college students are shooting archery again on Friday nights, 25 to 30 shooters. The building extension will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet, March  24, 2018 @10 AM. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. A Heart Defibrillator has been donated to the club by an anonymous group. Black Powder Shoots are ongoing, first Sunday each month for 4 months, 11AM through April.  Youth Archery began the first Saturday in January thru middle of March from 9 AM to 12 Noon.  125 youths were in attendance this past weekend. The club purchased 13 new Daisy Bows for the youth Saturday morning shoots. These bows to replace some of the bows which are worn out and possibly damaged.   A plate shoot is scheduled for March 25th, 10AM and an outdoor shoot for April 22nd @ 11AM. Fishing derby will be held on May 19th. Membership approved funds for Back Packs for 125 Kids. Kevin Guest will be doing an Eagle Scout project of building five picnic tables for the club. 2018 scholarship application were handed out in March.  Any youth looking to attend NYS DEC Summer camp must get their applications in early.  Club officers are looking into new method of interviewing new membership applicants after the first of January. New members’ volunteer hours will be monitored. By the club by-laws new members need 8 hours of volunteer time within the first year. There is a work party scheduled for April 28th to repair main road to club. . 22 Cal Youth Shoot scheduled for June 3rd @ 2 PM. Membership approved a $300 Buck a member donation to the NYS Conservation Council, motion made by Mike Zeh, second by Willy Karlau. Membership approved a donation to Fields of Grace Sponsor of $100. Club’s 911 address is 148 Middle Fort Rd. Middleburgh, NY 12122. The Club is looking for a NRA representative for a POC.                   
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is April 3rd  @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club had their raffle drawing at the December diner on Dec. 9th.  The first prize, a Henry # H009B Lever Action 30/30 Rifle was won by George Premore, 2nd prize $200, was won by Jamie Keyser and 3rd prize$100, was won by Larry Billings. The items donated by the club membership and Whitetails Unlimited were auctioned off bringing in close to $500 to help offset the diner expenses. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”. 
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting -  March  22nd @ 7 P.M. at Curtis Mott Bldg. on SUNY Cobleskill College campus.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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