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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                  
       SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                                     Curtis Mott building located at

                                    SUNY Cobleskill on Sept. 28th, 2017



                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:05 with the pledge of
 allegiance with 25 in attendance. Clubs represented were Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Conesville Rod & Gun, Cave Country Snowmobile Riders, Whitetails Unlimited and several SUNY Cobleskill students. The August – September minutes were approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, second by Dave Wood. The treasurer’s report for September was approved with a motion from Dave Hendrick, seconded by Dave Wood. SCCA membership voted to raise the Dorwin Hamm Scholarship from $250 to $400 1/1/2018.
Special guest Selinda Brandon, from the Stanford DEC office gave a review on the forest/lands management program with a target of 10% of clear cutting because of the ageing forest in New York State. 

SCCA did set up a booth at the Blenheim/Gilboa Wildlife Festival on September 23.  Carl Stefanik, Dave Wood Liz Reinhart and Doug Handy will be available for questions. The weather was great and lots of 4,000 plus visitors showed up.   
SCCA will set up a letter writing committee for letters to the NYS Governor concerning the boat launch at Glimmerglass State Park located on Otsego Lake in Cooperstown. SCCA is asking all Clubs Associations to do the same. This State Park located on a large water body is one of the few in the state with no Handicapped Boat Launch Access. The address for submitting letters is Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo - Governor of New York State  NYS State Capitol Building - Albany, NY 12224. 
SCCA had another successful year selling kayak raffle tickets at the fair. Liz would like to thank the many club members who helped man the booth. SCCA will be holding a special raffle, (members only). The prizes will be the two Kayaks and two $50 gift certificates. There will only be 200 tickets printed. This raffle will be to fund the replacement of the two Kayaks used in our fair raffle.  The winners of the last two years have chosen the $500 cash so SCCA would like to purchase new Kayaks for the 2018 fair prizes. These tickets can only be purchased by SCCA Associate members or members of an Association Club in good standing. Tickets will be divided between clubs and associate members, remember must be a member to purchase. There was a motion from the floor to look into giving a NYS Youth Lifetime Sporting license next year as a prize in a special drawing. The SCCA officers will discuss at the next BOD meeting. This Youth would have to be less than 18 years of age and a Schoharie County Resident. This program would encourage our youth to hunt and fish with in New York State.     






Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The Next FWMB Region 4 meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on November 15th, 2017 @ 6:30 PM. At the September meeting we learned that Pete Innis who has been the Natural Resource Supervisor for Region 4 has been promoted to the State level in Albany,  Assistant Chief of Lands & Forest. This promotion will entice Pete to stay working for another 2 to 3 years. He has been holding the Natural Resource supervisor position for 21 years and doing an excellent job. Congratulations Pete. Pete reviewed some new land purchases including 5000 acres which will become a new Wildlife Management Area in Rensselear County. Also reviewed the donation of 146 acres of land which makes up the Vroman’s Nose Park & Hiking Trail along Route 30 in Schoharie County. The Long Path North Hiking Trail runs through this parcel. Close to 13,000 hikers have visited this site in 2017 with close to 1,000 from out of state.  Region 4 staff for ECOs is full. Keith Isles will be retiring this fall after many, many years of service as an NYS DEC ECO. 31 ECO’s and 9 Rangers graduated from the academy. Currently 34 vacancies, with 2 scheduled for retirement in October, Next academy possibly in 2019.  Rabies reports are up compared to last year. The Encon Officer, Jim Daley who was shot last year maybe coming back to full duty by January. The youth pheasant hunt in Durham had 8 shooters, 60 birds were released and most were shooters were successful. DEC ENCON is looking for new boat replacements, newest boat is 17 years old. Mike Clark reviewed the habitat meetings which will take place this fall. Marking timbers has drawled attention by some residents. 600 acres in Columbia County (Brickyard) is part of new purchase. Pheasants stocking will be released 2-3 times this fall. New Law – Youth can take a bear this fall. New York's annual Youth Big Game Hunt is set for Columbus Day weekend. Oct. 7 through 9, licensed 14 and 15 year olds may use a firearm to hunt deer and bear while accompanied by an experienced, licensed adult hunter. The early bow season is a great time to be in the woods and a perfect opportunity to introduce new hunters to deer and bear hunting.  Duck season starts Oct 7th – 2 black ducks per day. Sportsman Ed classes ongoing with single day requirement. Homework Sheets seem to be working out OK. Still need special permits for fishers. In areas 4F & 4O, season is short. Other areas – longer. No permits required for bobcats. Some deer were lost during the late snow last March. There is EHD out there – need a hard frost to kill.  CWD is still a big concern, need sportsmen support for legislation changes to stop the use of Natural Urine for bait. Sportsmen are looking for an early bear season in 4F. Need to write support letters and send to Mike Clark.  DEC is starting with 4O,4W, and 4S. Chris VanMaaren, Region 4 Fish Manager reviewed work being done on the Delaware Waterway. Fisheries is in decline, planning field surveys next year with placing tagged fish and monitoring movement in the West branch. Major River flows cuts to 45 CSF flow rates, DEC needs to come to agreement with DEP to keep water flowing at the greater amounts. Meetings are being held for Trout Steam Management Stocking, catch rates to determine stocking numbers, looking for public input. Catch and release fish are not wintering over, maybe domesticated, DEC looking to change Brown Trout to special Hybrid species. Considering special test on closed stream (2 year study) possibly Pod Brook near Lauren/Gilbert Lake. DEC doing trout surveys on certain ponds – Basswood Lake (no Trout) Mallet Pond – did catch some stocked trout, no hold overs.  Need to promote Habitat Stamp Program. Since its inception, the stamp has generated $430,000, but sales have decreased over the past two years. With funds resulting from sales of habitat and access stamps, some of the projects completed by DEC and partners include: •Improved angler access and parking areas on Otego Creek (Town of Oneonta), Snyder’s Lake (Town of North Greenbush) and Fishkill Creek (Town of Beekman). •Constructed accessible fishing site with parking area on Kayderosseras Creek (Town of Milton). •Improved accessible access at Eighteen Mile Creek (Town of Evans) •Constructed parking area and accessible fishing platform on Salmon River (Franklin County). •Stream habitat improvement projects on Batten Kill (Washington County) and Wiscoy Creek (Wyoming County). •New fishing platform on Buttonwood Creek (Town of Greece). •Grassland habitat improvement at Upper Lisle wildlife management area and several wildlife management areas in Schuyler and Seneca counties.  
           The 10 Commandments of Firearm Safety: 1. Watch that muzzle - Keep it pointed in a safe direction at all times.

2. Treat every firearm with the respect due a loaded gun. It might be loaded, even if you think it isn’t.

3. Be sure of your target and what is in front of it and beyond it. Know the identifying features of the game you hunt. Make

sure you have an adequate backstop—don’t shoot at a flat, hard surface or water. 
4. Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until ready to shoot. This is the best way to prevent an accidental discharge.

5. Check your barrel and ammunition. Make sure the barrel and action are clear of obstructions, and carry only the proper   ammunition for your firearm.

6. Unload firearms when not in use. Leave actions open, and carry firearms in cases and unloaded to and from shooting areas.

7. Point a firearm only at something you intend to shoot. Avoid all horseplay with a gun.

8. Don’t run, jump, or climb with a loaded firearm. Unload a firearm before you climb a fence or tree, or jump a ditch. Pull a firearm toward you by the butt, not the muzzle.

9. Store firearms and ammunition separately and safely. Store each in a secured location beyond the reach of children and careless adults.

10. Do not consume alcoholic beverages before or during shooting. Also avoid mind or behavior-altering medicines or drugs.

         (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on October 19th,7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The guests for last month’s meeting were Susan Mallery running for Schoharie County District Attorney and Ron Stevens, who is running for Schoharie County Sheriff this November. The Winner of the SCOPE raffle held at the Cobleskill Fair was Shawn Smith from Blenheim, profit over $2000.  Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. The club is selling $10 raffle tickets for a Ruger rifle with a drawing at the November meeting. POC - President Carl Fancher.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The Next NWTF Banquet/Auction will be held on April 20th at the Settles Tree Farm East of Duanesburg.   For more information contact Dave Hendrick - phone: (518) 657-1787 Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 SUNY Cobleskill College: The students had a fantastic trip to Albuquerque, New Mexico for the annual national meeting of The Wildlife Society.  Thanks again to the SCCA for your continued support of this trip. The students will a presentation of the trip to the SCCA at the November meeting. SCCA have received applications from Caroline Shafer, Alex Walczyk, Brandon Van Wormer and Rainer Dombek. The Dorwin Hamm scholarship is for $400 and will be reviewed by the SCCA Officers and Board of Directors. The students are running a raffle to help support the trip. The college will setup an information table at the Wildlife Festival on September 23 at the NYPA in Blenheim/Gilboa. One of the students, Allison Gelinas is doing a Flying Squirrel Mount for our SCCA booth. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on Friday nights, 25 to 30 shooters.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. A schedule will be coming out for this fall & winter Stuffed Pizza and breakfast dates soon.    
Schoharie Valley Trappers: There was a trapper class on Saturday, September 16, 2017, 8:00am - 4:30pm

Located at: Richmondville Fish And Game Club  811 Highview Road  Richmondville, NY 12149.  NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 57 Years. Clearwater TU's Upcoming Events:
November 4: Fly Tying Class

November 6: Board Meeting

November 13: Banquet Committee Meeting

November 20: General Meeting - Project Healing Waters

December 4: Board Meeting

December 18: Fly Tying Social   
Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration.  
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club is holding a raffle to help with taxes and other expenses. Ticket cost is $5 per ticket. Three prizes – Barnett Raptor Crossbow Package, Wildgame Innovation Camera Management Kit and a Lee Challenger Reloading Anniversary Kit with a drawing date of October 2nd.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on January 13th  @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. Our banquet was held on Sept. 24 @ the B.W.Delaney’s Restaurant (Old Best Western) in Cobleskill. Please call Mike Zeh (518-265-4961). There were several raffles. Hunter’s raffle is for Henry Golden Boy. The $850 Commemorative Rifle Browning AB3 .270 Winchester (1 of 500 Edition) was won by Randy Putnam from Troy, a $500 Plus Mathews NO CAM HTX in Lost Camo SD right handed Bow was won by Linda Rivenburg from Cobleskill. The Monster Moto Mini Bike was auctioned off for about $350. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donated two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifles to the Venison Program this fall & the SCCA for the 2018 Kayak Raffle held at the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill.   
Long Path North Hiking Club: The Annual meeting on Sept. 16th at the Blenheim/Gilboa NYPA Visitor Center was attended by several members. Elections were held. There are four officers and 10 Board of Directors.   Dues are due for 2018. There are currently 162 members. The LPNH Club fall newsletter was sent out in August.  The new 36’ footbridge installation will cross Pigeon Creek which flows into the Schoharie Creek on NYPA property in Blenheim will be started in September.  The contract, being financed by NYPA has been awarded to Edward Walsh & Son.  Announcement of the agreement for Vroman’s Nose property being gifted to NYS DEC is under review. Final paper work is waiting on approval. A new list of hikes. Oct 28 Winn Nature Preserve hike in Knox, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn. Nov 11 Mine Kill State Park to Nickerson’s Campground, crossing the new PA bridge, 4-5 miles, leader: Clarence. Nov 18-Dec 10 Southern Zone Big Game Hunting Season; be safe if you go out, wear bright orange! Dec 16 Pine Bush Preserve hike, 3-4 miles thru ancient sand dunes, scrub oaks & pines, call Don for details. Jan 13 Partridge Run snowshoe hike, 2-3 miles on Section 33, leader: Mark. Feb 10 Section 32, Treadlemire - Cotton Hill, more snowshoeing, about 2 miles, call Mark. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Check the upper right corner of the mailing label for your membership expiration date. Please send your membership renewals to Cherie in September, checks payable to LPNHC. Yearly membership levels are: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. When you renew, please consider becoming a life member to give added support to our club. Short & long sleeve shirts with the LPNHC logo are available; $12-$20, contact Mark Traver.     
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Two new members voted in and 3 more read for a vote next month. There were 52 in attendance at the October meeting.  Total membership is at 288. The club by-laws only allow a total of 300 regular members. There are also 155 life time members. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com &  phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Guns are in and tickets available for the 2017 December raffle. Dick Price is ticket chairman. The club received a $650 donation from the sale of the boat by Gordon Emerson.  Participation has increased for our steel plated shoots. We held our last outdoor center fire pistol plate shoot on September 30th.  The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights, 25 to 30 shooters. The building extension will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet, March 2018. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. The club is applying for a NRA grant to pay for modifications to the indoor pistol range. Steel plate has been installed along the wall and the access door has been relocated for safety.  Trap shoots are running on Friday nights starting around 6 PM. Cost is $1.50 for 5 shots and $4.00 for 25 shots. The berms for the shooting ranges are now being worked on. A $1000 was approved by membership for the cost of a bulldozer to modify the layout of the ranges. 32 yards of shale were delivered.  A new pavilion or roofing is needed to keep shooters dry.  Trap range need cement pads at 16,20, & 27 yards w/access for wheel chair and handicap participation needs to completed. Archery building is in need of repairs. The foundation may need replacing on the north wall with some main timbers replacements.  New committees are being formed to keep track of new membership volunteer hour requirements. By-laws changes have been read at the last three meetings and were voted & approved at the October meeting. Board of Directors has recommended the possibility of raising dues this coming January. Changing the Fish Derby from Trout to Bass Derby. 17 Grass Carp have been between the two ponds.  Board recommends that all members join the NRA because of our Liability Insurance at the club. The club is looking into a purchasing a Heart Defibrillator. The Christmas party is scheduled for Dec. 9th. Boy scouts will be camping at the club on Dec. 16th. Black Powder Shoots starts in January, First Sunday each month for 4 months, 11AM. The club’s new 911 address is now 148 Middlefort Road Middleburgh, New York. Kevin Guest will be doing an Eagle Scout project of building some picnic tables for the club. The club members voted on replacing the water filter system at a cost of close to $1500.00. System was installed as of the Oct. meeting.  The Club is looking into purchasing a new First Aid Kit. The archery butts need repairing.  John Liddle will investigate cost. 2018 scholarship application will be coming out soon. Club officers are looking into new method of interviewing new membership applicants after the first of January. New members’ volunteer hours will be monitored. By the club by-laws new members need 8 hours of volunteer time within the first year. Elections of officers, December meeting. Nominating committee has been appointed,  George & Ted.  Executive Board voted to raise Membership Application fee to $25, Non-refundable, Back ground check on candidate, sponsor and candidate must meet with committee interview along with reviewing club’s by-laws. DEC Police used the club’s shooting ranges on December 5th  &  6th from 9 AM to 4 PM.               
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is Nov 7th  @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club is raffling off a Henry 30/30 Rifle @ $5 per ticket. Drawing will be held at the December diner/meeting. The club also worked on the Environmental Trail located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School. Several truckloads of brush were removed. This trail was originally install about 25 years ago using all recycled materials (plastic & wood chips). Still needs more work.  The Fall Picnic was held on September 16th @ the Panther Creek Farm in West Fulton with many members in attendance. The Club supplied beverage and BBQ chicken. Pee Wee did another outstanding job with the cooking. The club membership approved sponsoring two auction items ($200) for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited for the banquet this September. The club celebrated a memorial for Gerald Hamm @ the West Fulton Firehouse on August 19th. He was very active in the club for over 70 years. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”. 
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting, October 26th @ 7 P.M. at SUNY Cobleskill in the Curtis Mott Bldg. on campus in Cobleskill, NY 12043.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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