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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                  
       SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                                     Curtis Mott building located at

                                    SUNY Cobleskill on Oct 26th, 2017



                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of
 allegiance with 18 in attendance. Clubs represented were Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Middleburgh Snow mobile Club, Cave Country Snowmobile Riders, Whitetails Unlimited, Long Path N. Hiking Club and several SUNY Cobleskill students. The September – October  minutes were approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, second by Dave Wood. The treasurer’s report for October was approved with a motion from Russell Case, seconded by Dave Wood. SCCA membership voted to raise the Dorwin Hamm Scholarship from $250 to $400 1/1/2018. Received approved to purchase new software for the club’s computer and toner cartridges for the club’s printer. 
SCCA officers composed a letter which was sent to the NYS Governor concerning the boat launch at Glimmerglass State Park located on Otsego Lake in Cooperstown. SCCA is asking all Clubs Associations to do the same. This State Park located on a large water body, Otsego Lake, one of the few in the state with no Handicapped Boat Launch Access. The address for submitting letters is Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo - Governor of New York State  NYS State Capitol Building - Albany, NY 12224. 
SCCA had another successful year selling kayak raffle tickets at the fair. Liz would like to thank the many club members who helped man the booth. SCCA is currently selling tickets @$5 each, a special raffle, (members only). The prizes will be the two Kayaks and two $50 gift certificates. There will only be 200 tickets printed. This raffle will be to fund the replacement of the two Kayaks used in our fair raffle.  The winners of the last two years have chosen the $500 cash so SCCA would like to purchase new Kayaks for the 2018 fair prizes. These tickets can only be purchased by SCCA Associate members or members of an Association Club in good standing. Tickets will be divided between clubs and associate members, remember must be a member to purchase. For tickets please contact Mike Zeh, Doug Handy, Dave Wood or Liz Reinhart.  
SCCA will sponsor Summer Youth Camp for NYS DEC again this February. Last year the slots filled up early, especially for the boys. Must get their applications in as early as possible. Last year DEC started accepting applications on January 25th. 

 There was a motion from the floor to look into giving a NYS Youth Lifetime Sporting license next year as a prize in a special drawing. The SCCA officers will discuss at the next BOD meeting. This Youth would have to be less than 18 years of age and a Schoharie County Resident. This program would encourage our youth to hunt and fish with in New York State.     



Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The Next FWMB Region 4 meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on November 15th, 2017 @ 6:30 PM. At the September meeting Chairman Mike Zagata, congratulated Peter Innes on his promotion to Assistant Director of NYS Lands and Forests. Pete has been the Natural Resource Supervisor for Region 4 for many years. Pete reviewed some of the recent NYS DEC acquisitions.

 DEC will acquire 15,500 acres in Rensselaer County from a non-profit group out of Washington. The group acquired 22,000-23,000 acres of the former Cowee lands, 17,000 of which is in New York State with the majority in Rensselaer County. About 5,000+ acres will become Wildlife Management Areas, some adjacent to the Capital District WMA. Will also acquire fee title to easements on the Taconic Ridge; the rest will be reforestation areas on the Rensselaer Plateau. Timeline is about 1 ½-2 years to acquire the first parcel, and 3-4 years to acquire the rest in stages with different funding sources: some by the Federal Forest Legacy Program, some with P-R money from the federal government, and some from the Environmental Protection Fund. The downside is that a fair amount of land is currently leased to hunting clubs which will expire upon purchase. Clubs will no longer have exclusive use.

DEC will acquire 146-acre Vroman’s Nose by donation from the Vroman’s Nose Preservation Corporation; hope to close by the end of calendar year; was offered to Parks first but not interested. Will be classified as unique area; hunting will be allowed; no restrictions; won’t tie into Max Shaul; Long Path goes through it; has breeding Peregrine falcons. Will be managed by Lands and Forests; not many changes to its current use. Close to 13,000 hikers have visited this site in 2017 with close to 1,000 from out of state.  
While introducing himself, our Schoharie County ECO Michael Terrell, reviewed the following with a brief personal history: he was born and raised in Greene County; started with NYSDEC in 1990 with Fisheries in Stamford; hired by, then Commissioner, Mike Zagata in 1996 as first designated marine officer out of NYC; has been an ECO for 21 years; currently covers Schoharie County. There is no ECO specifically assigned to the Hudson River above the damn; last monitor was funded by GE as part of a settlement. New captain, Tom Caifa, wanted to attend meeting but was waylaid by rabid 10-point buck in Rensselaer County. ECO staffing levels are full. Due to issues with Region 4 hiring process, Region 4 is short two lieutenants. Lt. Beiter covers Greene and Delaware Counties, and now also oversees Schoharie and Otsego Counties. Lt. Liza Bobseine covers Albany, Schenectady and Montgomery Counties and now also oversees. Rensselaer and Columbia Counties. The lieutenants are working a lot of hours. Hunting-related shooting incidents require supervisors on the scene. Previously, there were three support staff but currently there are none, which requires ECO’s to complete all paperwork; Albany mandates monthly reports. ECO’s official work station is in Schenectady; Stamford is unmanned.

There seems like an uptick in high-visibility rabies cases: two foxes in Glens Falls, coyote in Kingsbury, Washington County, and deer today in Rensselaer County. The Department of Health tracks statistics.

Officer James Davies, who was shot while on duty, attended a recent meeting; hopes to return to active duty in January 2018. Since he was hired after 1997, he would only receive half-pay disability even though he was permanently injured while on duty. Working with union to amend legislation.

Had youth hunts past two weekends sponsored by Greene County Sportsmen Federation. Had 200 pheasants; released 30 on Saturday in Durham for eight hunters; 30 more released on Sunday for three hunters. He has video of youth hunter telling his dad that he didn’t shoot because “it wasn’t a safe shot”. Hoping for better outreach next year. 

Dave Wood asked if a coxswain is assigned to DEC boat. Two NSO’s are temporarily assigned to Albany; field ECO’s cover. Newest boat in Region 4 is 17 years old; replacements are needed. Patrol vehicles are in good shape.

Mike Zeh asked if people who get lost in the woods have to pay for services. ECO advised that it does happen out west; requires statutory legislation. Peter related that there is little increased cost and is paid out of the approved budget. New York State has never charged. Search and Rescue teams are mostly Forest Rangers. Trophy law out west commands much higher fines; sportsmen should push for legislative reform for higher penalties. 

Mike Clark, Wildlife Manager reviewed that Keith Isles who is another Schoharie County ECO will be retiring this fall after many, many years of service. 31 ECO’s and 9 Rangers graduated from the academy. Currently 34 vacancies, with 2 scheduled for retirement in October, Next academy possibly in 2019.  Rabies reports are up compared to last year.  Mike also reviewed the habitat meetings which are taking place this fall. 
Young Forest Initiative updates: Partridge Run WMA Habitat Management Plan has been approved and is posted on website; public hearing within next month or two. Capital District WMA, Rensselaer County: HMP has been submitted to Albany and is awaiting approval. Margaret Burke, Albany County: HMP and public meeting are done; trees marked and tallied; should be out for contract soon. Capital District and Wolf Hollow: currently marking timber. Doodletown HMP should be completed in next one-two months; inventory is done; locals not happy about timber harvests for wildlife; public hearing will be held soon. Acreage at Capital District WMA, Rensselaer County, will double over the next few years. Acquiring another 600-acres at Brickyard WMA at Stockport, Columbia County.  Early bear season in the Catskills ended Sunday; approximately 130 animals taken; figures will not be complete until next Sunday; 80% reporting rate. Delaware-Greene took approximately 50 animals. Working with Albany to expand early season; tweaked proposal; explore different avenues; i.e., what are negatives? Start regulatory process now for 2018. Approximately 120 complaints this year, which is about average; some bears were taken for killing chickens and getting into apiaries; a few were wrongfully killed for getting into garbage. Big Game youth season was changed to include bear.

Pheasants: youth stocking last week; this Sunday will start stocking for regular season; will stock three-four times. Columbia County is working with their sportsmen’s federation to facilitate a wounded veteran’s hunt at Stockport WMA; will be closed to public to allow for disabled hunters. Please contact Mike Clark if other counties are interested in hosting a hunt.

Duck season starts on October 7th; now allowed to take two black ducks per day. Changes in waterfowl task force: more strategic decision-making process going forward; will take input to identify priorities regarding setting seasons.

Sportsmen’s Education transition to homework going well; being done in one day with good reports. Jessie Gardner-Lewis tightened up sending schedules to Law Enforcement.

Furbearer: Joe Caruso will be issuing free fisher permits which requires submitting an effort log; also, the jaw/skull must be turned in. Joe’s contact number is 518-357-2007. Six-day season in 4F and 4O begins on October 25th; the season for the rest of Region 4 is from October 25th to December 10th. Bobcat permit is no longer required.

Deer: was a good season with lot of acorns. Look out for Epizootic Hemorrhaging Disease due to late warm weather. Notify DEC if you observe multiple animals dying in same location or around water; similar to blue tongue disease. The first solid frost will kill it.

Chronic Wasting Disease: although not found in NY, it is in the wild population in PA. Established CWD in NYS could change things forever; targets mature bucks; sportsmen should support regulations to ban doe urine.

Mike Zagata asked about the large timber cut on Route 10 in Ashland. Peter Innes advised that Lands and Forests had designed for timber management; however, they figured out that the spruce had an inadequate root system Kevin Busch asked why WMU 4J regulations were changed again. Mike Clark advised that regulations have not changed in 4J; minus the first two weeks are doe only statewide. The guide was further reviewed with ECO Terrell.

Harold Palmer wants early bear season in 4F because beekeepers and farmers are having trouble. Mike advised that damage permits can be issued; should reach out to DEC.

Richard Steele reported that lots of bears are being wasted in Greene County by three corporate farms. Mike Clark is pursuing early season in 4O, 4W and 4S, which would coincide with corn harvests; needs support from sportsmen.

A motion to provide a letter in support of early bear season in 4O, 4W and 4S was made by Randy Davidson; second by Dave McLean. All were in favor; none opposed. So carried.

Chris VanMaaren, Region 4 Fish Manager reviewed work being done on the Delaware Tailwaters.  PIT-tagging trout greater than 12-inches to track movement throughout the E/W Branch system and determine utility of tribs. A few float guides are planning on buying tagging equipment to help. This tag allows you to track individual fish to locate spawning sites, growth rates, survival, etc., which is highly valuable data. 700+ trout tagged and arrays in Sands, Roods, Sherman Brook and Cold Spring. Will also deploy water depth meter to see how water depth impacts access to tribs. Creel survey possible and we have intensive YOY and adult sampling underway.

Tailwaters flow still not resolved. If the decree party doesn’t come to terms by October 10th, the West Branch may drop to 45 CFS if the Montague target is being met.

Fate of Stocked Trout public meeting at Cobleskill had ~30 people; comments went to 8:45 p.m. Discussion was intended to determine how stocking effects angling satisfaction. Next meeting scheduled for October 18th at 6:30 p.m. at the Poestenkill Firehouse; will send out announcement. Primary purpose is to understand what anglers want.

Mike Zagata questioned the basis of catch and release due to mortality of holdovers. Chris cited domesticity of brown trout as an issue and possibly introducing wild genetics into group population; a trial is planned. Looking for a trout stream for electrofishing. Talk to landowners and contact Chris with ideas; should include rapids, pools, couple of miles in length; probably two-year period. Pool Brook in Laurens may be feasible; small stream with lots of shade; had native browns before flood.

Fred Rominskany gave an update: He provided an update on progress and next steps regarding a study to determine if increased survivability can be achieved by crossing our domestic brown trout brood stock with wild fish obtained from Oriskany Creek. DEC plan on conducting a paired stocking of 1,500 F1s in 2018.  Fred would like managers to come up with a few waters that have little or no fishing pressure to measure survivability.  Although catchability was discussed, the immediate study will only assess survivability. Fred will produce a plan for the Rominskany study so we are all on the same page.
Survey summaries: 

 Huggins Lake: heritage ST still small and numerous. 

 Basswood Lake: small bass and sunfish, no trout. 

	Early May 
	BT 
	DOMESTIC 
	9"Y 
	300 

	Early May 
	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	9"Y 
	100 

	Early May 
	BT 
	DOMESTIC 
	2Y 
	125 


Mallet Pond: stunted bass 12-14” BT no holdover. 

	BT 
	DOMESTIC 
	SY 
	225 

	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	SY 
	225 


Queechy Lake: some yearling stockies and nice perch. 

	BT 
	DOMESTIC 
	9"Y 
	1800 

	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	9"Y 
	1800 


Ore Pit yearling stockies in decent numbers. 

	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	SY 
	300 


Weeds Mine: warm, just sunfish. 

	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	SY 
	200 


Rensselaer Lake (Six-mile Waterworks): nice bass and sunfish, no trout, stock. 

	RT 
	DOMESTIC 
	9"Y 
	2000 


General Discussion: Otsego Lake Boat Launch: Harold Palmer advised that the draft of the boat launch letter to the Governor (which was provided to Board members by email) originated from Pat McBrearty from the Otsego County Federation. Some changes are required: i.e., DEC removed signage because the agreement was never signed; Mike Zagata wants it noted that an Environmental Impact Statement was completed in 1996. Dave McLean wants each county to add or subtract to the letter; should also be copied to Senator James Seward and Assemblyman William Magee. Mike Zeh reported that the Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club sent their letter to the Governor approximately two weeks ago. The wash station in Cooperstown is located on the other side of town.
Doug Stang will ask Parks staff to attend the State Board meeting on March 15 and 16, 2018, at White Eagle. Mike Clark, Chris VanMaaren and other regional biologists interested in a boat launch at Glimmerglass State Park are invited to attend. Ten to 15-minute formal presentations with slides are requested. The Committee consists of people from Regions 6 and 7, who have previously worked with Dave McLean on several boat launches. Dave advised that the proposed boat launch will benefit the general public, not just Otsego County. 

OTHER BUSINESS - Dave McLean has concerns regarding cold water fisheries due to the hemlock virus, wooly adelgid, which is steadily growing in trout streams in the lower Delaware basin. The cure is expensive; however, losing hemlocks means losing brook trout. Chris advised that it is easier to identify wooly adelgids in the winter; advise DEC when sited. The Power Authority was awarded a $50,000 grant to alleviate this issue but have not issued a report.

Dave McLean related that the habitat stamp computer pop-ups seem to be working; sales have increased from 18,000 to 800,000. Increasing the cost of the habitat stamp from $5.00 to $10.00 would cover the cost to bring the pin back. There is also a license plate with a ruffed grouse that generates revenue.

  Need to promote Habitat Stamp Program. Since its inception, the stamp has generated $430,000, but sales have decreased over the past two years. With funds resulting from sales of habitat and access stamps, some of the projects completed by DEC and partners include: •Improved angler access and parking areas on Otego Creek (Town of Oneonta), Snyder’s Lake (Town of North Greenbush) and Fishkill Creek (Town of Beekman). •Constructed accessible fishing site with parking area on Kayderosseras Creek (Town of Milton). •Improved accessible access at Eighteen Mile Creek (Town of Evans) •Constructed parking area and accessible fishing platform on Salmon River (Franklin County). •Stream habitat improvement projects on Batten Kill (Washington County) and Wiscoy Creek (Wyoming County). •New fishing platform on Buttonwood Creek (Town of Greece). •Grassland habitat improvement at Upper Lisle wildlife management area and several wildlife management areas in Schuyler and Seneca counties.  
STATE OF NEW YORK CONSERVATION FUND ADVISORY BOARD: Oct 10th 2017 – 

Executive Board:  Kathy Moser, Asst. Comm. of Natural Resources - Kathy provided an update on the Tonawanda WMA and the Notice of Emergency Adoption (NEA), provided an update on Doodletown State Forest and the habitat improvements occurring there.

Danielle Schittino, NYSDEC, Legislative Affairs – Danielle provided NYSDEC Departmental Bills from last year were 2 year bills so they are still active and CFAB Members opposed to S5967 (requires DEC to report on deer management techniques in urban and suburban areas).  At the request of board members, an update was provided on Forest Tax Law language (480A)
Division of Fish and Wildlife: Anthony Wilkinson, Director: Doug Stang, Assistant Director - Provided update on NASP program, individual will be starting in a week, then to Kentucky for training, presentation to CFAB in December or January.  An update was provided on the cormorant control measures, meeting being held this week with USFWS. Numbers of cormorants are up at all locations and are expanding. DMAP permitting process was discussed; DEC to provide DMAP permits by Region. Update provided on license sales, outages, additional features, etc. Hatchery Update provided. Point of sale for habitat stamps discussed. DMP permit requests were lower than normal. Issue with Civil Service and the availability of a viable list for FC2 and FC3 positions along with the need for FC1 and FC4 Civil Service Exams was discussed. Approximately 200 comments received on CWD Plan; mainly on urine issue. SUNY Morrisville Farm Bill Meeting was discussed. 

Division of Management and Budget Services: Andrew Rowinski, Budget Analyst reported: CFAB Board members expressed frustration with the lack of projections provided for the Conservation Fund. Mr. Rowinski explained that there is no loan language and therefore Conservation Fund can’t go negative. Approx. 4.3 million moved of Conservation Fund in current fiscal year, additional offloads will be necessary in 2018. Revenue projects are down based on license sales. 

Division of Law Enforcement: Todd Richards, Major reported:  31 ECO’s and 9 Rangers graduated from the academy. Details were provided on the New York City Subway detail being conducted by DLE Staff.  Currently 34 vacancies, with 2 scheduled for retirement in October. Next academy possibly 2019.  Based on retirement projections and current vacancies, CFAB passed a motion requesting the Chair to send a letter to the Governor expressing the need for another academy. 

CFAB Business: CFAB rack card. Message from Board was passed out. All in attendance agreed, document will be finalized and sent back out for approval.  CFAB passed a motion supporting the Draft CWD Risk Minimization Plan.  CFAB passed a motion in favor of extending road access in the Raquette Forest UMP.  CFAB passed a memo in opposition of S5967/A6818A. Update provided on invasive species initiatives. Update provided on the lifetime license account and the returns that were projected.
         (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on November 16th, 7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The Winner of the SCOPE raffle held at the Cobleskill Fair was Shawn Smith from Blenheim, 1st prize, Henry rifle – 2nd prize (5 prizes of 1 silver bullet) won by, Mike Gray, Ricky Fernandez, Mark Travert, Jack Brown and Dave Ricketson. 3rd prize Gift Card - Franks, won by Bill Papas, 4th prize Gift Card - Beacroft’s, won by Richie Strang and 5th prize Gift Card - Your Way Café, Bill Bolia.  Profit was over $2000.  Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. The club is selling $10 raffle tickets for a Ruger rifle with a drawing at the November meeting. POC - President Carl Fancher.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The Next NWTF Banquet/Auction will be held on April 20th at the Settles Tree Farm East of Duanesburg.   For more information contact Dave Hendrick - phone: (518) 657-1787 Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 SUNY Cobleskill College: The students had a fantastic trip to Albuquerque, New Mexico for the annual national meeting of The Wildlife Society.  Thanks again to the SCCA for your continued support of this trip. The students will do a presentation of the trip to the SCCA at the November meeting. SCCA have received applications from Caroline Shafer, Alex Walczyk, Brandon Van Wormer and Rainer Dombek. The Dorwin Hamm scholarship is for $400 and will be reviewed by the SCCA Officers and Board of Directors. The students are running a raffle to help support the trip. One of the students, Allison Gelinas is doing a Flying Squirrel Mount for our SCCA booth. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on Friday nights, 25 to 30 shooters.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month. A schedule will be coming out for this fall & winter Stuffed Pizza and breakfast dates soon.     
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 57 Years. Clearwater TU's Upcoming Events:
November 20: General Meeting - Project Healing Waters

December 4: Board Meeting

December 18: Fly Tying Social   
Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration.  
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club is holding a raffle to help with expenses. Ticket cost is $5 per ticket. Three prizes – Barnett Raptor Crossbow Package, Wildgame Innovation Camera Management Kit and a Lee Challenger Reloading Anniversary Kit. 1st prize winner – Greg Warner, 2nd prize winner – Patty Cain and 3rd prize winner was Frank Rowlison.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on January 13th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donating two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifles, one to the Venison Program this fall & one to the SCCA for the 2018 Kayak Raffle held at the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. Still haven’t received the final financial report from the Whitetails Unlimited National Headquarters located in Sturgeon Bay, WI.   
Long Path North Hiking Club: Dues are due for 2018. There are currently 162 members. The LPNH Club fall newsletter was sent out in August.  The new 36’ footbridge installation will cross Pigeon Creek which flows into the Schoharie Creek on NYPA property in Blenheim was started in September.  The contract, being financed by NYPA has been awarded to Edward Walsh & Son.  Announcement of the agreement for Vroman’s Nose property being gifted to NYS DEC is under review. Final paper work is waiting on approval. A new list of hikes. Nov 11 Mine Kill State Park to Nickerson’s Campground, crossing the new PA bridge, 4-5 miles, leader: Clarence. Nov 18-Dec 10 Southern Zone Big Game Hunting Season; be safe if you go out, wear bright orange! Dec 16 Pine Bush Preserve hike, 3-4 miles thru ancient sand dunes, scrub oaks & pines, call Don for details. Jan 13 Partridge Run snowshoe hike, 2-3 miles on Section 33, leader: Mark. Feb 10 Section 32, Treadlemire - Cotton Hill, more snowshoeing, about 2 miles, call Mark. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Check the upper right corner of the mailing label for your membership expiration date. Next meeting is November 8th @ Schoharie Library - 6 PM. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Three new members voted in and 6 more read for a vote next month. There were 47 in attendance at the November meeting.  Total membership is at 300 which means that any new applications received will be put on a waiting list. The club by-laws only allow a total of 300 regular members. There are also 155 life time members. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com &  phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Tickets available for the 2017 December raffle, Dick Price is ticket chairman. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights, 25 to 30 shooters. The building extension will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet, March 2018. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. Indoor Pistol Range - Steel plates has been installed along the wall and the access door has been relocated for safety.  Trap shoots are running on Friday nights starting around 6 PM. Cost is $1.50 for 5 shots and $4.00 for 25 shots. The berms for the shooting ranges are now being worked on. A $1000 was approved by membership for the cost of a bulldozer to modify the layout of the ranges. 32 yards of shale were delivered.  A new pavilion or roofing is needed to keep shooters dry.  Trap range need cement pads at 16,20, & 27 yards w/access for wheel chair and handicap participation needs to completed. Archery building is in need of repairs. The foundation may need replacing on the north wall with some main timbers replacements in the Spring. New committees are being formed to keep track of new membership volunteer hour requirements. Board of Directors has recommended the possibility of raising dues this coming January. Changing the Fish Derby from Trout to Bass Derby. Board recommends that all members join the NRA because of our Liability Insurance at the club. The club is looking into a purchasing a Heart Defibrillator. The Christmas party is scheduled for Dec. 9th. Boy scouts will be camping at the club on Dec. 16th. Black Powder Shoots starts in January, First Sunday each month for 4 months, 11AM. Youth Archery begins the first Saturday in January thru middle of March from 9 AM to 12 Noon.  Kevin Guest will be doing an Eagle Scout project of building five picnic tables for the club. The water filter system has been replaced at a cost of close to $1500.00. The Club is looking into purchasing a new First Aid Kit. The archery butts need repairing.  John Liddle will investigate cost. 2018 scholarship application will be coming out soon.  Any youth looking to attend NYS DEC Summer camp must get their applications in early.  Club officers are looking into new method of interviewing new membership applicants after the first of January. New members’ volunteer hours will be monitored. By the club by-laws new members need 8 hours of volunteer time within the first year. Elections of officers, December meeting. Nominating committee has been appointed,  George. Executive Board voted to raise Membership Application fee to $25, Non-refundable, Back ground check on candidate, sponsor and candidate must meet with committee interview along with reviewing club’s by-laws. DEC Police are using the club’s shooting ranges on December 5th  &  6th from 9 AM to 4 PM.               
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is Dec.  5th  @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club is raffling off a Henry # H009B Lever Action 30/30 Rifle  or $500 @ $5 per ticket. 2nd prize is $200 and 3rd prize is $100.  Drawing will be held at the December diner/meeting. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”. 
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting, November 16th @ 7 P.M. at SUNY Cobleskill in the Curtis Mott Bldg. on campus in Cobleskill, NY 12043.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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