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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                    
         SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    SUNY Cobleskill College on February 23rd 2017



                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 44 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game Club, West Fulton Rod & Gun, and Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited and 23 students from SUNY Cobleskill. The students have a new unit: Biological Conservation Unit.  The January – February minutes were approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Dave Hendricks. The treasurer’s report for February was approved with a motion from Walter Zeh, seconded by Dave Wood. Dr. Roger Masse, Kevin Berner’s replacement was in attendance along with Keith Isles our local NYS Encon Officer.  
SCCA T-Shirts are available. We are selling them for $ 20.00 each with SCCA small logo on the front and big SCCA logo on the back. Liz Reinhart is the POC for selling the t-shirts.  518-339-2464 
Zachary Diehl gave a power point presentation on tracking four suckers (fish) which he tagged and monitor in the Cobleskill Creek for close to 12 months. While white suckers are one of the most widely distributed freshwater fish, and were commonly utilized for food by Native Americans and colonists, relatively little is known about their behavior. Habitat utilization and movements of white suckers in small watersheds like Cobleskill Creek have not been studied. The little research that has been conducted to date has focused on large rivers and lakes. In this project we radio tagged 4 white suckers in Cobleskill Creek and have monitored both their diel movements (24 hour) and seasonal movements. This study was a follow up of a study done two years ago.
Schoharie Area Long Term Inc.: Jim Kim, the Project Coordinator for SALT will be providing an update at the March SCCA meeting on the Trail Feasibility Study and its progress to the club members.

SCCA has received our 2017 check from the Schoharie County Treasurer’s Office which was approved by the Board of Supervisors.  For several years the SCCA has received financial support from the Schoharie County. 
Fish Stocking: NYS DEC will be stocking trout in Schoharie County on April 20th 11 AM starting @ Gilboa Post Office.   

SCCA: All Dues were due in January 2017. To date we have received 9 Club Association dues of $30. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues. We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We have received 30 individual dues so far in 2017.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 130 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. All college students who show an interest received the newsletter by e-mail. All college students are exempt from dues. We also send out the newsletter to about twenty five NYS DEC personnel along with all of the Town Supervisors of Schoharie County plus Senator Jim Seward and Assemblyman Peter Lopez, both who support our Kayak raffle with donations.
Albany County Conservation Alliance: Bill Lyons, the Treasurer in the Albany County Conservation Alliance (ACCA) has asked for contact information in regards to our neighboring Council in Schoharie County. He is also the Membership Secretary in an ATV Club called the Hilltown Riders. They currently have a riding area in the town of Nassau located in Rensselaer County. The area is approximately 2000 acres and contains about 35 miles of trails. They have been riding there since 2009. Ironically, we get our name due to the fact we started in Duanesburg and several of our original members were/are from Schoharie County and the Hilltown areas of Albany County. I am originally from Albany and currently live in Guilderland. We are looking for possibilities of expanding to other areas such as Schoharie County, which is the reason for me wanting to contact you. Schoharie County seems like a close, ideal fit for something like an ATV Trail System which can benefit both us the riders and the landowners. We can offer assistance in the means of $$ to help pay taxes and insurance. We generally do our own trail maintenance, and work well with landowners in all regards.  We have an excellent reputation as a family oriented club which concentrates on safe riding. Thus, I am reaching out to you, as someone who may know or be able to provide information on  landowners or other contacts in Schoharie County who we may be able to contact in regards to this issue.  jestolyons@aol.com  
SCCA Activity Book for 2017  Carl Stefanik is working on the new booklet for this year and is looking for additional pictures of differ events of each club association. He needs our help to put this together. His e-mail address is cstefanik@nycap.rr.com If you have some information or pictures please send them to him.  Carl puts a lot of time into this project of which he has done for many years. Thank you Carl!!!! 
Hunter Safety: Gun Classes @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun April 7th  & 8th  and April 21st & 22nd . Bow Class will be April 15th. Check for addition information on the NYS DEC Website for registrations information. More dates to follow. The Trapper’s Training class will be held on April 1st at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun club. Remember that all classes require the homework sheet completion and also the on-line registration. Richmondville Fish & Game club will host training April 22 for Gun Safety and June 3rd for archery. Also in the fall: Gun Safety Sept 30, Archery Sept 23rd and Trap class on Sept 15th.   
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on April 26th 2017 @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club located in Middleburgh. The minutes from the February meeting will be in next month’s SCCA newsletter. Duncan Davie, chief of staff for Senator Seward was at the February meeting reviewing the 480A and 480B Land use agreements.   
NYSCC: SCCA received this notice concerning Antler Restriction listed in last month’s SCCA Newsletter. Those of us in the NYS Conservation Council who receive the minutes of the Schoharie County Conservation Alliance were surprised to read the above paragraph from your January 26, 2017 meeting minutes. What follows is an attempt to clear up the misinformation regarding antler restrictions given to the SCCA Membership. Should you have any questions, I would be happy to provide further clarification. DEC and the New York Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit at Cornell University conducted a multi-year study of yearling buck protection (aka mandatory antler restrictions) with results released in February 2016. DEC acknowledged that while deer hunters prefer to harvest older bucks, there was no basis for further expansion of mandatory antler restrictions at the time. At a meeting held that same month, NYSCC, FWMB, QDMA, NYS Whitetail Management Coalition and others were in attendance. It was recommended and agreed that DEC would not pursue mandatory antler restrictions since the facts did not support it. DEC did say they would promote voluntary education on young buck protection as an alternative. They also asked that all parties in good faith honor either a 3- or 5-year moratorium before any new initiative on mandatory AR (aka yearling buck protection) is looked at.

(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on April 20th 7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA.  Received an invitation to attend a special meeting which was held on March 9th in Johnstown. Are you a supporter of the Constitution of the United States of America? If you're a member of Pine Tree Rifle Club I already know that answer. We need to show support for Assemblyman Marc Butler's bill to get rid of the safe-act in upstate New York! Considering the short notice there was all kinds of support for this legislation bill.  We needed to show the media we support the efforts of Marc, Senator Tedesco, Sheriff Giardino, PTRC, NYSRPA President Tom King, and possible other guests. The meeting was packed, there was no more room for parking and you couldn’t get into the room. I guess they showed everyone what Fulton County is all about. This meeting was held at the Johnstown Holiday Inn, and the place wasn’t big enough. 
The SAFE act is once more generating news. There is a bill is in both the Senate and the Assembly to make a change, not in wording, but in geography. The bill proposes that the law is limited to New York City and those in Upstate New York are not affected by it. It is similar to the way the Sullivan Bill works on handgun possession. Two different sets of rules on gun ownership. From the recent news about the criminal misuse of handguns in Buffalo and the increase in homicides since the law was passed, it would indicate that it isn't working to cut deaths by criminals using guns. The answer is actually pretty simple. Criminals don't obey laws and the good people don't need to have their rights infringed. They definitely are not a problem. The law does nothing to keep criminals from getting guns any more than the drug ban keeps addicts from getting heroin. However, in politics perception is reality. So, if enough people are conned into believing the law will reduce violence, the politicians without scruples will vote for it. The whole motivation is votes and reelection. In New York City the attitude regarding guns is much different than it is upstate.

The upstate gun owners are used to having guns for hunting and target shooting as well as believing they have the right to self-defense and wish to be able to have a viable means to do it. New York City has a contingent of politicians who try, and often succeed in convincing the voters that the government will take care of them.  The legislative power is in the Assembly and there are enough Democrat votes Southeast of the Tappan Zee Bridge to pass any bill and to even override a veto. The power is there and naturally, that is the house with the most abuse. What the Democrats want, the Democrats get. They wanted more gun control and they got it. Now that there has been a long enough period to see it doesn't work, there is a huge effort to get the law repealed. That won't happen, so since politics is the art of compromise, this bill is offered. The people in New York City get a law they want and the people in upstate get rid of one they don't want. The SAFE law makes it impossible for the Amish to buy a gun because of the universal background check. It requires a photo ID to get the NICS background check and the Amish religion forbids the photo taking. Therefore they are denied the ability to legally purchase a gun. The Amish are known to be a very law abiding, peaceable and non-violent society. We wonder why the politicians don't want them to have guns. Another problem with the law is that on only a report, a person can lose four Constitutional and civil rights. The big problem is that they can lose these rights without due process. A false report from a hospital or from a doctor, nurse or social worker saying that believe the person is a danger to themselves or others, can cause the loss of Second Amendment rights. They don't need the intervention by a psychiatrist or parapsychologist and there is no hearing to challenge the report. That is a very significant problem.  SCOPE (Shooters Committee On Political Education) initiated a law case on this issue. It is called Montgomery v. Cuomo and has been languishing with delays caused by the state. This is an indication that they are not optimistic about winning and hope that the plaintiffs will give up. The plaintiffs are waiting for the SCOTUS to be filled soon in case the lawsuit has to go that far. The fact that due process is in the Bill of Rights and also in an amendment to the Constitution should be reason enough to repeal at least that part of the bill. When the new bill comes out of committee, it will be interesting to see how the Assembly Speaker prevents it from coming to the floor to be debated. It is a New York City passion that only the Assembly approval of any bill should get consideration. This also opens the door for back door deals in order for upstate legislators to get any of their bills passed. Good old Quid Pro Quo.

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. The club is selling raffle tickets for a Limited Edition Ruger 10/22 or $300 gift card as 1st prize. 2nd prize $100 Gander Mountain Gift card. Drawing date is May 27th at the Fish Derby @ 1137 Potter Mtn. Rd in Conesville. POC -  President Carl Palmer.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The next banquet/auction will be held on April 21, 2017 @ the Settles Hill Banquet Facilities located off Route 20 near Altamont. There will be 3 pistols and 8 long guns up for auction or raffles. Also there will be a Jake Gun raffle for youth shooters. For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 SUNY Cobleskill College: The Student chapter of the NWTF were the State Championship Chapter of the year. Seven students attended the National NWTF Meeting held in Nashville, Tennessee.   The college student chapter of NWTF did hold an event at the Elks Lodge on March 16th. They called this event a Birds & Yeti Group banquet. The Bass Fishing Club Team will compete in a Bass Fishing Contest this year, $10 registration fee per student.  The next Annual Conference will be held in New Mexico mid-October. The students are running a raffle to help support the trip. The college will host the Wildlife Festival on April 29th which will be held at the park in Cobleskill by the movie theater. SCCA will be available with handouts and for questions along with NWTF with their BB shooting booth for the kids.  One of the students, Allison Gelinas is doing a Flying Squirrel Mount for our SCCA booth at the fairgrounds.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  The club will be selling Pancakes this winter starting on April 2nd for Pancakes – 8 AM to Noon.  They will also be selling Stuffed Pizza starting on April 22nd  and April 23rd. On the Saturdays they serve from 12 Noon to 7 PM and on Sundays they serve from 12 Noon to 4 PM. This is what pays the bills for the year, let’s help support the club.         

Schoharie Valley Trappers: There will be a trapper class on April 1st at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. There is a work sheet requirement which must be completed before you can take this class.  Registration is required on the NYS DEC website and the work sheet information. POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715 
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration; meetings begin at 7:30pm. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. On 2/18/17 the Richmondville Fish & Game club did sponsor an Ice Fishing derby at the Bear Gulch Lake near the Summit Conservation Club. There were 52 adults & 29 youths.  The club’s new website address is www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on June 5th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A, for reviewing the banquet package and making decisions for donations to the many organizations requests we get annually. At the February we reviewed the financial report from the Whitetails Unlimited Nation Headquarters. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donated two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifles to the Venison Program this month and the SCCA for their 2017 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. We did discuss the date and location for 2017’s annual banquet.         
Long Path North Hiking Club: The next meeting is on May 11th @ 6PM at the Schoharie Library.  Some of the hikes scheduled are as followed: Mar 18 Irish Hill & Cole Hill State Forest, 3 miles, snowshoe hike if we ever get any snow, leader: Mark; Apr 15 Leader’s choice hike to check out some waterfalls, call Steve for details; Apr 22 Earth Day Hike, Hannacroix Ravine maybe with wildflowers, about 2.5 miles, contact Marilyn; May 6 Schoharie County State Forest hike, 3-5 miles, leader: Clarence; May 17 Highway Clean-Up on Rte. 30, if you can help, call Harold Guest at 827-5995; June 3 National Trails Day, Huyck Nature Preserve, 4-5 miles, contact Marilyn; June 24 Ashokan High Point, 7.5-8 miles do &/or die, this has been on my bucket list for a long time, early start needed for this long drive & hike, call Mark early to register for this one! ; July 15 Leader’s choice hike to northern Catskills, call Steve for info; July 29 Acra Point, 5 mile loop hike, it’s been years since doing this one with Fred Schroeder, call Mark; Aug 19 LP hike thru Giffords & the Plotterkill Preserve, 3.5 miles, call Don Allard. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Please send your membership renewals to Cherie in September, checks payable to LPNHC. Yearly membership levels are: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25 or life $150. Short & long sleeve shirts with the LPNHC logo are available; $12-$20.   
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Five new members voted in and seven more read for a vote next month. There were 45 in attendance at the December meeting. The members voted in a new recording secretary, Mark Mazella. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar. His e-mail address is miketa@nycap.rr.com and phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The club is already looking into purchasing the prizes for the 2017 raffle.  The next Black Powder shoots will start on April 2nd & May 7th. Pistol Leagues are running on Wednesday. Indoor Center Fire Combat Pistol Shoot: We are having an indoor center fire pistol combat shoot at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Date is Sunday, March 26th at 11:00am. You will need 2 magazines and 31 rounds for 1 course of fire. You will be shooting at a silhouette turning target. The course of fire would be: 1 - Five rounds in magazine, fire 5 rounds in 20 seconds. 2 - Five rounds in magazine, fire 5 rounds in 20 seconds. 3 - Have 2 magazines loaded with 5 rounds each; fire all 10 rounds in 20 seconds. (Mandatory reload) 4 - Five rounds in magazine, fire 5 rounds in 10 seconds. 5 - Five rounds in magazine, fire 5 rounds in 10 seconds 6 - Load 1 round in magazine, fire 1 round in 1 ½ seconds for a head shot. Commands will be the same as our .22 bulls eye shoot. Cost is $5.00 for first shoot and $2.00 for any other tries. No magnum, steel core or bottleneck cartridges. Money collected goes toward keeping the club and ranges operating. Plate Shoots will start back up in the spring. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights. Archery building addition is complete and the deadline for the project was met for the NYSDEC Grant. We are waiting on the payment. It will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack. The youth archery program is in full swing. The club supplies donuts for all shooters.  There are between 100 to 150 shooters each Saturday morning. Youth Archery Banquet is on March 25th. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. There will be range officer available. The youth shooters are making good use of the new archery building addition. College students are shooting archery on Friday nights. The club is applying for a NRA grant to help pay for modification to the indoor pistol range. Local NRA approval is complete; we are waiting on approval from the National Board. Youth Fishing Derby will be held on May 20th. Club patches still available - POC is Pete DeBartolo.       
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is April 4th @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club is looking at the possibility of putting up a 12’ X 20’ provelian near the Middleburgh Pool next spring. Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh has approved to donate the roof for this project. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”.   SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on March 23rd @ 7 PM and held at Curtis Mott building on SUNY Coby campus.   [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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