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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                    
         SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    SUNY Cobleskill College on April 27, 2017



                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 21 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game Club, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Conesville Rod & Gun, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Cave Country Snowmobile Riders and 13 students from SUNY Cobleskill along with Kevin Berner – Student Advisor. The March – April minutes were approved with a motion from Walt Zeh, second by Ken Hellijas. The treasurer’s report for April was approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Mark Hotaling.  SCCA T-Shirts are available. We are selling them for $ 20.00 each with SCCA small logo on the front and big SCCA logo on the back. POC -Liz Reinhart 339-2464. 
TWS students, Allyson Gelinas & Catherine Werth from SUNY Cobleskill did a power point presentation about the Audubon Sandhill crane trip to Kearney, Nebraska at the April SCCA meeting. This is an annual Festival held each March. 
SCCA has Kayak tickets for our fair raffle. 1st prize – two each 12 ft. Pelican kayaks or $500, 2nd prize – 50 Cal. Black Powder donated by Schoharie Co. Whitetails Unlimited, 3rd prize – Framed Print donated by Schoharie Co. Ridge runners NWTF, 4th prize – $100 gift certificate donated by Senator Seward, 5th prize - $100 Gift Certificate donated by Assemblyman Lopez, 6th prize - $50 check donated by Bank of Richmondville, 7th prize - $50 check donated by NBT.(Middleburgh/Schoharie) 
Fish Stocking: NYS DEC completed the 2017 stocking of trout in Schoharie County on April 20th. 
	Water
	Town
	Number
	Date
	Species
	Size (inches)

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	200
	April
	Rainbow Trout
	8.5 - 9.5 inches

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	160
	April
	Brown Trout
	8.5 - 9.5 inches

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	225
	May
	Brown Trout
	12 -15 inches

	Mallet Pond
	Fulton
	190
	Spring
	Brown Trout
	8 - 9 inches

	Mallet Pond
	Fulton
	225
	Spring
	Rainbow Trout
	8 - 9 inches

	West Kill
	Blenheim
	410
	April
	Brown Trout
	8 - 9 inches


SCCA: All Dues were due in January 2017. To date we have received 14 Club Association dues of $30. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues. We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We have received 36 individual dues so far in 2017.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 130 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. All college students who show an interest received the newsletter by e-mail. All college students are exempt from dues. We also send out the newsletter to about twenty five NYS DEC personnel along with all of the Town Supervisors of Schoharie County plus Senator Jim Seward and Assemblyman Peter Lopez, both who support our Kayak raffle with donations.
SCCA Activity Book for 2017  Carl Stefanik has completed the new booklet for this year. Thank you Carl!!!! 
Hunter Safety: Gun Classes were held  @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun April 7th  & 8th  and April 21st & 22nd . Bow Class was April 15th. The Trapper’s class was held on April 1st at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun club. Remember that all classes require the homework sheet completion and also the on-line registration. Richmondville Fish & Game club did host training April 22 for Gun Safety and will hold an archery class on June 3rd . Also Gun Safety Sept 30, Archery Sept 23rd and Trap class on Sept 15th.   

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Region 4 FWMB meeting was held on April 26th 2017at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club located in Middleburgh. Secretary Marlin Henry does an outstanding job taking minutes. 

Peter Innes, Natural Resources Supervisor reported: The grand opening of Doodletown WMA was held 4/26 to coincide with Earth Week, acquiring 690 acres in Columbia County in the Towns of Ancram, Taghkanic and Gallatin (near New Forge State Forest and Taghkanic State Park). WMA is located on Doodletown Road and was named by Real Property Supervisor. Regional Director Keith Goertz and Deputy Commissioner Kathy Mosher were in attendance.  Ambitious land purchases are planned in Columbia County next year. Retirements: Major Walt Heinrich/R4, 5 and 6, the R4 Mined Land Reclamation Specialist, and the Real Property Supervisor will be backfilled in the long term. Captain Caifa couldn’t make tonight’s meeting due to recent hip surgery. ECO/Forest Ranger Academy will graduate approximately 30 ECO’s and 17 FR’s in late August.  Anticipating large turnover in Natural Resources staff due to retirements within the next five years. ECO Lt. Tom Harrington has retired; Lt. Jim Hayes is out on medical leave pending retirement. ECO James Davey is recovering from traumatic injury. Mike Clark visited him a few weeks ago and stated that he will not return until 100% recovered. Mike Zagata asked if there is a grand strategy to increase full-time staff; noted that there has been no reduction in responsibilities. Peter advised that we are close to budgeted fill level; have special funding for some projects (such as YFI). P-R money is separate from the Conservation Fund; P-R funds paid for Doodletown acquisition and dedicated seasonal staff for WMA’s. $10 million is budgeted to purchase additional land over time.  Regional Forester receives complaints when roads/trails cannot be accessed. 

Chris VanMaaren, Region 4 Fisheries Manager (Peter shared notes from Chris in his absence): Spring stocking was delayed one week due to the mid-February snowstorm. DEC Commissioner and press events were held at Voorheesville with the mayor of Albany, and Rensselaer Lake. Otsego Lake will get lake trout yearlings next month; no whitefish.  Artificial reefs will be built in Otsego Lake this summer; 0-2 in winter. Cold water research: PIT tagging study in Delaware River Tailwaters will look at resident brown and rainbow trout. Some river fishing guides will help out with buying tag equipment. Recent public meeting in Hancock was held to discuss regulation changes on Delaware system; 100 people attended; the majority are interested in conservative regulations. Warm water fisheries: R4 working with SUNY Cobleskill students; sampling at Mallet Pond. SUNY Oneonta completed walleye PIT tagging study last week at Otsego Lake. Peter noted that the Governor received a complaint from a resident regarding SUNY Cobleskill students setting nets in reservoir. Glass eel survey will be conducted in lower Wynants Kill. Peter directed Dave Simkins to the DEC website regarding salt water fisheries and regulations regarding fluke/flounder. The next meeting of the North Atlantic Fisheries Organization is next month. Staff set a fyke net this week for a local college class to monitor. DEC will work with Gravity Renewables, which owns Chittenden Falls hydro, on the lower Kinderhook Creek in Stockport; DEC will collect data to satisfy their relicensing. DEC may assist SUNY Cobleskill with a boat shocking survey on Canadarago Lake. DEC needs to determine walleye recruitment success of perennial stocked fish in 2017. Earth Day clean-up was conducted at Tomhannock Reservoir in Rensselaer County. Techs working on clean-up and signage for public fishing rights.  Trevor Brady was hired as a Biologist Trainee 1 (Ecology). 
Michael Clark, Region 4 Wildlife Manager reported: Young Forest Initiative is clearing 4-5 acres of invasive buckthorn at Stockport WMA with help from Excelsior Conservation Corps. Working on forest inventories at larger WMA’s. Public meetings for Margaret Burke and Stockport WMA’s will be held within a few months; YFI is monitoring species for baseline data.  Sportsmen’s Ed: annual refreshers start next month; instructors must attend every other year; reminders were mailed to all instructors and applicants in the region; also included were Region 3, 5, 6 and 7 refresher schedules. Doodletown is a great new property, however, staffing levels may impact future maintenance; volunteers are invaluable.  If you see illegal activity at WMA’s, please report to Law Enforcement. Horse trail system at Bear Spring has had no complaints. Kevin Busch noted that preservationists working on WMA’s don’t want hunting there. At the Albany County meeting, Karl Parker indicated long-term planning is required to determine what can take place. WMA’s are for sportsmen; DEC is working on regulations to protect resources for wildlife dependent recreation; need adequate staff for maintenance. Kevin Busch: Inquired if Volunteer Stewardship Agreement can provide labor force. Parks and Recreation is sending out emails which leaves a bad perception with sportsmen. He will pursue VSA with Karl. Working on Habitat Management Plans for WMA’s; will be explained at public meetings; public input is requested. Talk to regional biologists to volunteer; must be certified to use certain equipment. Peter explained that the name of the AANR (Adopt a Natural Resource) program was changed to VSA (Voluntary Stewardship Agreement) to implement worker’s compensation coverage to volunteers.  Dave Woods inquired if land can be donated for WMA’s with deed restrictions. Peter advised that the State will not accommodate restrictions; however, Schoharie County Land Trust may accept as a conservation easement. He also noted that private lands trusts may charge a fee. Vinegar Hill WMA was donated in the 1960’s with restrictions against hunting and trapping; however, that would not be accepted today. Furbearers: river otter sampling was conducted with ESF; one more year of sampling is required; a draft otter management plan is expected by year’s end.

Furbearer Cooperator Patch is a reward for activity above and beyond (i.e.: a trapper can voluntarily surrender animal, the public can donate road kill (call DEC for approval), report violations leading to a conviction, or help with field studies. Trapper Education programs will use carcasses for training. Details will be in this year’s guide. Fur prices for muskrats and coyotes have risen slightly; low beaver prices increase nuisance complaints. Dave McLean noted massive beaver population causes reduction in brook trout and costly damage to local town budgets. Bears are active; take down birdfeeders. “A fed bear is a dead bear.” No deer numbers yet; new computer program is being developed; will be easier in coming years. Some fawns succumbed in March and April to starvation; last year was dry and yielded few apples; late snow may have put them over the edge.  Operations work will continue on WMAs; we’re getting a lot of habitat and access work completed.  Over 400 nesting eagle pairs; hurt by late snow in Otsego County; report any nests to DEC. Paul Novak is the lead; Scott Van Arsdale is helping out as a Seasonal Tech in April and May; Mike is the climber now.  Law Enforcement update: Two supervising ECO’s are out on leave; no backfills expected for several months; two supervisors are presently overseeing nine counties.  Crossbow bill and mandatory antler restrictions did not make the budget.  DEC supports expanded crossbow use. Mike Zagata asked for an update on the Hellbender study in Otsego County. Mike Clark will bring something to the next meeting. Dave Simkins/Supervisor Town of Broome/Schoharie County Board of Supervisors noted that DEC has regulatory control over streams; permit is required for repairs on own property. Trout Unlimited/Roy Lamberton reports working with Otsego County Soil and Water Conservation District to help farmers with planting and fencing; also for public access on Schenevus. Boy Scouts and SUNY Cobleskill students will help with Arbor Day tree planting. Peter Innes advised that emails were sent to R4 DEC staff requesting volunteers. Rensselaer Plateau Alliance volunteers may help with planting next year. Peter noted that DEC works closely with RPA.

STATE FWMB - Dave McLean reported: State Committee will look into what is possible at Glimmerglass; Harold Palmer will participate by observing the lake and traffic, and take notes to report to the State Board; may see boat launch eventually. Discussed venison donation program; Dutchess County donated 6,000 lbs.; maybe 10 deer donated in Otsego County. Meat processing funded; not being utilized; processors should be advertised; reimbursement issues with State. Mike Clark advised that the Venison Donation Coalition will advertise for participants; State regulations require businesses to be “on the books” for reimbursement; DEC can’t change AG & Markets. Mike provided Greg Fuerst’s contact number to Dave McLean. Maybe someone in charge of the fundraiser dinner can talk to butchers.  Two house bills to save young bucks probably won’t get to the floor. Discussed round gobies in Oneida Lake; invasive species might be good for lake; white perch at all-time high.  CWD: potentially only use artificial doe urine. YFI – hope landowners will notice the benefit to ruffed grouse/songbirds.  Small surplus of Canadian Geese. Shooting range grant of nearly $300,000 hasn’t been spent; haven’t found home for it yet. Mike Clark noted that the Small Range Grant Program is dead; ran for 3 years; same clubs were applying; not utilized as planned. No progress has been made regarding public rifle ranges in R6 or R8. Carl Stefanik – Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club received two grants for rifle range. Hunter Safety Education/Cobleskill: Stacy Preusser is very knowledgeable; she lets Jessie do what she does so well.  Concerns regarding 18 states that have Hunter Education classes online only. Mike Clark stated that the current crew believes in face time; however, all licenses are honored in NYS; some states have zero requirements.  Two tree stand fatalities were reported this year. Mike Clark advised that tree stands are available for instructors’ use.  The next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on June 28, 2017 at Glimmerglass Lake in Cooperstown. 
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on May 18th 7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA.
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. The club is selling raffle tickets for a Limited Edition Ruger 10/22 or $300 gift card as 1st prize. 2nd prize $100 Gander Mountain Gift card. Drawing date is May 27th at the Fish Derby @ 1137 Potter Mtn. Rd in Conesville. POC -  President Carl Palmer.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The Annual banquet/auction was held on April 21, 2017 @ the Settles Hill Banquet Facilities located off Route 20 near Altamont with close to 130 attendances. There were 3 pistols and 8 long guns up for auction or raffles. Also there was a Jake Gun raffle for youth shooters. Excellent. Turnout. For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 SUNY Cobleskill College: Robin LaRochelle completed a power point presentation on the reproductive timing of the Eastern Mussel in the Otego Creek, West Oneonta at the April SCCA meeting. Conclusion was the lack of young mussels is due to the lack of a desirable host. She received a $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship for her work. The Bass Fishing Club Team will compete in a Bass Fishing Contest this year, $10 registration fee per student.  The next TWS Annual Conference will be held on September 23rd - 27th and it is in Albuquerque, NM. The students are running a raffle to help support the trip. The college did host the Wildlife Festival on April 29th which was held at the park in Cobleskill by the movie theater. SCCA was available with handouts and for questions along with NWTF with their BB shooting booth for the kids.  One of the students, Allison Gelinas is doing a Flying Squirrel Mount for our SCCA booth at the fairgrounds.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  They sold stuffed pizza on April 22nd and April 23rd. This is what pays the bills for the year, let’s help support the club.         

Schoharie Valley Trappers: There was a trapper class in April at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club with 30 taking the class. NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration; meetings begin at 7:30pm. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on June 5th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A, for reviewing the banquet package and making decisions for donations to the many organizations requests we get annually. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donated two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifles to the Venison Program this fall & the SCCA for their 2017 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. We did discuss the date and location for 2017’s banquet.         
Long Path North Hiking Club: The next meeting is on July 13th @ 6PM at the Schoharie Library.  Some of the hikes scheduled are as followed: June 3 National Trails Day, Huyck Nature Preserve, 4-5 miles, contact Marilyn; June 24 Ashokan High Point, 7.5-8 miles do &/or die, this has been on my bucket list for a long time, early start needed for this long drive & hike, call Mark early to register for this one! Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194.     
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  3 new members voted in and 5 more read for a vote next month. There were 27 in attendance at the May meeting. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com &   phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Guns have been ordered, tickets available @ June meeting for the 2017 December raffle. Plate Shoots have started back up. Check Middleburgh website for dates. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights. Archery building Grant was approved and we received a check for over $14,000. The building extension will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet next March. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. College students are shooting archery on Friday nights. The club is applying for a NRA grant to pay for modifications to the indoor pistol range. Youth Fishing Derby will be held on 5/20/17. Trap shoot starts up May 19th.       
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is June 6th @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The Club had a Spring party at Pee Wee hunting camp with close to 50 in attendance on May 13th. The club is looking at the possibility of putting up a 12’ X 20’ provelian near the Middleburgh Pool next spring. Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh has approved to donate the roof for this project. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”.  
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting, May 25th @ 7 P.M. @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.    [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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