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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                    
         SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    
  SUNY Cobleskill College in the Curtis Mott 

                                     Building on September 22nd, 2016
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     Of allegiance with 18 in attendance.  Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders and Richmondville Fish & Game.  Also in attendances was Keith Isles, our local DEC ENCON Officer, (three new Canines for Delaware, Lewis, & Nashua Counties) and Shelly Bishop from SCPEG, Channel 17.  The Aug – September minutes were approved with a motion from Greg Warner, seconded by Doug handy. The treasurer’s report for September was approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Dave Hendricks. Fourth Saturday in September Sept 24 was National Hunting & Fishing Day established in 1972.  
The SCCA would like to thank the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club for all their support showing true sportsmen. With their donations of $500 to cover the cost of feeder (bait) fish for Looking Glass Pond and $500 donated to Wes Laraway’s animal rehab center located on in Middleburgh. Let’s all show our support by purchasing some of the raffle tickets that West Fulton Rod & Gun club is selling. The drawing will take place at the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club December diner. The prizes include the Henry Golden Boy .22 LR rifle or $500 for 1st prize, $200 for 2nd prize & $100 for 3rd prize. 
The membership has received the SCCA T-Shirts. Sell for $ 20.00 each with SCCA small logo on the front and big logo on the back. Liz Reinhart is the POC for selling the t-shirts.  518-339-2464 Sold 9 shirts at last month’s meeting. 
The SCCA website has been updated with the raffle winner’s information and the names of volunteers who worked.  

We still have two SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations. Mitchell Monini is researching a project on the impact of hydrogen sulfide on stream macro-invertebrates in the Brimstone Creek located in Sharon Springs, New York. He will do his presentation at the October SCCA meeting.  Mary Mulvihill is currently doing a project on Rainbow Smelt, Their Comeback in Otsego Lake. They will do their presentations during the 2016 fall semester. 
SCCA sponsored Briana All, a college student going to the Wildlife Conference in Reilly, North Carolina on Oct 14th thru Oct 16th. Our great NYS Governor won’t let the college spend any state funds for this event because of the location.  
SCCA has submitted our 2017 budget request to the Schoharie County Treasurer’s Office along with the Board of Supervisors for their review.  For several years the SCCA has received financial support from the Schoharie County.    

SCCA did attend the NYPA Wildlife Festival on Sept. 24th. On Friday Carl Stefanik, Greg Warner, Paul Sawyer, Dave Wood unloaded truck and Set Up displays. On Saturday Carl Stefanik, Mike Zeh, Liz Reinhart was available for questions and handing out pamphlets. Take down & Load Truck was Carl Stefanik, Mike Zeh plus a college student from SUNY Cobleskill.

Ray Zeh our Schoharie County hunter safety training coordinator reviewed the State of Florida is requiring that all schools in the state give hunter safety courses to all students. He will investigate and give a full report next meeting. Dave Wood gave a report on the Drone training which took place on state land near his residence. These are being used for Search & Recue.

There was a Memorial for Larry Strack on September 18 from 1PM to 4PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. I believe there were close to 300 people in attendance. 
Please don’t forget to purchase a Habitat & Access Stamp this year when purchasing your Hunting & Fishing licenses. This year the New York's habitat serves a vital role in maintaining healthy and sustainable fish and wildlife resources for all to enjoy! Whether you are an angler or hunter, birder or photographer, purchasing a $5 Habitat & Access Stamp is the perfect way to help conserve New York's remarkable wildlife heritage and habitat. The stamp this year is a young black pond turtle.      

NYS DEC:  DEC Announces October 15 Start for Early Muzzleloader Season for Deer and Bear in Northern Zone

Reminder to Hunters: Only Antlered Deer May be Taken during Muzzleloader Season in WMUs 6A, 6F, 6J, and 6N

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and Commissioner Basil Seggos today announced that the early muzzleloader season in the Northern Zone will begin Saturday, October 15, and continue through October 21.

"Hunting is a proud tradition in New York State, and the early muzzleloader season is popular among Northern Zone deer hunters, and more deer are taken by hunters during opening weekend than any other two-day period in the Northern Zone, including opening weekend of the firearms season," said Commissioner Seggos. "Although the 2015-16 winter was exceptionally mild and hunters should generally expect to see more deer this fall, hunters should be aware that DEC changed the rules for early muzzleloader season to reduce antlerless harvest in two wildlife management units." For the 2016 early muzzleloader season, hunters in Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) 6F and 6J are prohibited from taking antlerless deer. Much like current rules for WMUs 6A and 6N, the change is intended to increase survival of adult female deer and stimulate modest population growth, particularly following such a mild winter.

To participate, hunters must purchase the muzzleloader hunting privilege in addition to their hunting license. In general, during the early muzzleloader hunters may use their bow/muzzle either-sex tag, bow/muzzle antlerless-only tag, Deer Management Permit in WMUs where they are available (6C, 6G, 6H, and 6K), or property-specific Deer Management Assistance Program tags. However, during the early muzzleloader season in WMUs 6A, 6F, 6J and 6N, hunters may only use their bow/muzzle either-sex tag and may only take antlered deer.

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on Nov 17th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The winner of the Henry Golden Boy was Nicholas Crossland from Schenectady, N.Y. A profit check was presented to the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club to be used for the archery building addition. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  Steve Aldstadt has resigned from NYS SCOPE Chapter. An external financial audit is being done for the State Board. Almost all the State Board Officers have been replaced. New President, Treasurer, Secretary. Bud Schroeder is still Chairman of State Bd. 50 plus years.  
NYSCC: Mark Hotaling and John Hornauer attended the New York State Conservation Council meeting on September 10th. The meeting started at 9am with the pledge of allegiance. The first person to speak talked about New York Sea Grants. This is to get sanctuaries established in the great lakes around discovered historical shipwrecks. The biggest concern the council had was; once NYS gets its claws in these areas it will want to include the whole area instead of just the shipwreck site. 

 The second person to speak was Claudia Tenney. She is running for congress and is a big supporter of the 2nd amendment. Her main topic was if you go to Albany to meet representatives, make every effort to meet with opponents of the 2nd amendment/hunting/use of NYS land, etc. so they can HEAR our side of things.

 Third person was a wildlife biologist from Cornell University who spoke about the health of free ranging wildlife and the transfer of disease from animals to humans (zoonosis). She also spoke about Lead in eagles which are an ongoing concern. LPVD virus in turkeys and studying if this affects poults. CWD and there are no current cases in NY however it is in PA and a lot of testing is going on in counties bordering PA. Also a major point of interest is - if an effected deer urinates on something it can stay there for 16 years. This is the main reason NY is trying to stop shipments of grain, scents, etc. from infected states. She also made a statement that an effected deer can carry the virus for a couple of years before dying from it.

Next a topic was brought up about allowing younger people to shoot guns at shooting ranges which currently is 12 years old & up.  The person stated an example of a 12 year old taking hunter safety class, passing, getting a license and going hunting without ever getting familiar with shooting. 

 After that was a considerable conversation about Boreas Pond access. Currently the green activists want this land labeled as "Wildernest". We all signed a petition stating we want it labeled "Wild Forest" so all can have access to it. Main reason for this is the road system already established by Finch Pruyn. These roads are established and were built for heavy machinery and log laden trucks, it is NOT wilderness and all should be allowed access.  Then we discussed and voted on the proposed resolutions which were reviewed last spring. 

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. Snowmobile Safety Course -Sponsored by:  Summit Conservation Club, Saturday Dec. 3rd     9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

For additional details about the course please call: Donna Rivenburg  518-287-1961
SUNY Cobleskill College; SUNY Cobleskill will host the next three SCCA meeting in the Curtis Mott bldg... 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. The Veteran’s Pheasant Hunt was a big success, big turnout.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  The club would like to thank everyone who supported their Breakfasts and Stuffed Pizzas events.  This is what pays the bills for the year.       

Schoharie Valley Trappers: trapper class was held this fall at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check NYS DEC Website.   POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715 - Trappers should note changes to fisher and marten trapping seasons, as well as changes to some general trapping regulations. "Hunters and trappers' input and concerns were an important part of the changes made to fisher trapping seasons beginning this fall."  

While coyote hunting season began October 1 in much the state, hunting seasons for other furbearers such as bobcat, raccoon, and fox begins October 25. Trappers should be aware of changes to trapping regulations for fisher beginning this fall, including the requirement of a special permit and expanded opportunity for fisher in select Wildlife Management Units in central and western New York. The changes to the fisher trapping season include: 
 •New six-day season in Wildlife Management Units 4O, 4F, 7A, 7M, 7P, 7R, 7S, 8T, 8W, 8X, 8Y, 9J, 9K, 9M, 9N, 9P, 9R, 9S, 9T, 9X, and 9Y in central and western New York beginning October 25;

 •Shorter season for fisher and marten in Adirondack Wildlife Management Units 5C, 5F, 5G, 5H, 5J, 6F, and 6J to 30 days with the season beginning on November 1st and  •All fisher and marten trappers are required to obtain a special, free permit from their regional wildlife office, submit a trapping activity log, and submit the skull or jaw from harvested fishers and martens. This permit allows DEC biologists to collect important biological information on the animals, learn more about this popular game species, and ensure the harvest is sustainable. 

This fall will be the fourth season for the bobcat "Harvest Expansion Area" (HEA) in Wildlife Management Units 3R, 3S, 4A, 4F, 4O, 5R, 6R, 6S, 7S, 8T, 8W, 8X, 8Y, 9J, 9K, 9M, 9N, 9P, 9R, 9S, 9T, 9W, 9X, and 9Y. The season in the HEA runs from October 25 through November 18. Bobcat hunters and trappers in the HEA are required to obtain a special, free permit from their regional wildlife office; however, bobcat hunting/trapping activity logs and submission of the bobcat skull, jaw, or carcass are no longer required.  To obtain a free fisher, fisher/marten, or bobcat HEA permit, hunters and trappers should contact the regional wildlife office or apply by e-mail. Only one fisher or fisher/marten permit is needed to trap these species anywhere in New York where the season is open, and only one bobcat permit is needed to hunt or trap bobcats in the HEA. Hunters and trappers must provide the following information:  •Name,  •DEC ID # (from license or back tag),  •Mailing address,  •Phone or e-mail,  •Species (fisher, fisher/marten, bobcat).  •If requesting a permit by e-mail, include the county or WMU where you plan to hunt (bobcat) or trap (fisher, marten, or bobcat). To apply by e-mail: wildlife@dec.ny.gov; type "Fisher/Marten Permit" or "Bobcat Permit" in the subject line. To apply by phone or in-person: 1130 N Westcott Rd, Schenectady, NY 12306 or 518-357-2007
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration, meetings begin at 7:30pm. Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited's mission is to conserve, protect and restore the Capital Region’s trout and salmon fisheries and their watersheds. Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited will accomplish this mission by participating in local, state and national initiatives. We fund these efforts by raising conservation funds through our banquet, our classes, member fees, and donations, combining our funds with grant funds and partnerships where possible. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 56 Years. NYS DEC has posted a notice to anglers: Please don't fish the Esopus Creek from the Shandaken Portal down to the Ashokan Reservoir right now. If you live near, or fish the upper reach of the Esopus Creek (see map), you probably have noticed that the water level has dropped and the creek has become brown with suspended sediment. Normally, water from the Schoharie Reservoir enters the Esopus via the Shandaken Portal, supplementing the natural flow of the creek and helping to maintain its trout population. Unfortunately, drought has reduced water levels in the Schoharie Reservoir and the portal has been bringing highly turbid (sediment laden) water into the Esopus. DEC Fisheries staff are concerned that this turbid water will hurt the stream ecosystem and trout spawning, which begins soon. In response, we have reduced the amount of water from the Schoharie Reservoir to the Esopus. Water levels in the Esopus will drop further, drastically reducing aquatic habitat. Fish in the Esopus Creek could be very vulnerable to anglers and natural predators. Nonetheless, DEC Fisheries staff believe the trout population will be better off than if the trout try to spawn in mud-laden water. DEC will continue to monitor the flow, water turbidity, and the stream ecosystem. We ask that anglers do not fish the Esopus Creek from the portal down to the Ashokan Reservoir during these stressful conditions. Emergency regulations will soon temporarily prohibit fishing downstream of the portal. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. The club’s new website address is www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org . The drawing for the raffle was drawn on October 1st. Tom Sossei won the Barnett Crossbow, Maryellen Davenport won the 17’ ladderstand and David Wilson won the Ground Blind.  
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on Nov 14th  @7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for reviewing the financial budget and make decisions on scholarships, the sponsoring of youth campers and donations to the many organizations request we get annually. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donated two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to the Venison Program this fall and the SCCA for their 2017 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. We will discuss the date for 2017’s banquet. This year’s banquet was held 9/25/2016 at The Roadway Inn Suites in Cobleskill. We had 125 diner tickets sold. It was a good event with over 80 items being live/silent auctioned off. The four main raffles had local winners. Joshua Kopacz won the Compound Bow & Savage 22 Rifle, Tiffany Roe won the Henry Golden Boy, Jim Votra won the Whitetails Commemorative 30-06 Rifle and Destiny Brownell won the card raffle for the Monster Moto Scooter. There were two other Rifles sold during the live auction.             
Long Path North Hiking Club: The next meeting is on November 10th  @ 6PM at the Schoharie Library.  There are currently 172 members. The NYPA has started a project of designing the walkway bridge. They still hope to get this built this year. The funding for the project has already been approved as per Mario Roefaro, project manager. They will continue to keep LPNHC in the loop.  Here is a schedule for hikes and events for this fall/winter. Oct 22 Keleher Preserve in Clarksville, 3 mile hike on new trails, Leader: Marilyn Miles. Nov 5 Kaaterskill Falls, the new & improved trails, 2-3 miles, Leader: Steve Babbitt. Nov 12 LP Sect. 30, Eminence /Burnt Hill State Forest, 5 miles, Call Don Allard for details. Nov 19-Dec 11 Southern Zone Big Game Hunting Season; be safe if you go out, wear bright orange! Dec 31 Featherstonehaugh State Forest, 2.5 miles, Leaders: Mark & Carol. Jan 7 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan for more info. Jan 21 Partridge Run snowshoe/hike, 3 miles, call Carol & Mark for details. Feb 4 Looking Glass Pond trails, 3-4 mile on snowshoes, Leader: Clarence. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in and three more read for a vote next month. There were 45 in attendance at the September meeting. Mike Agiovalastis is the new contact for the club calendar. His e-mail address is miketa@nycap.rr.com and phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Trap is done for the season. Will start up after hunting season. The December raffle tickets are all out to sellers. Dick Price is chairmen.  The drawing for the Legendary Frontiersman Commemorative Winchester Model 94 was Reuben Bennett, a club member. Pistol League did  start up on the 2nd Tuesday in October. Plate Shoots are done until next spring. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights. A motion was made to name the Archery building addition for Larry Strack, Larry‘s daughter Kelly donated 3 new compound bows for the youth archery program. The archery building addition will break ground in October. A building permit has been given to the contractor. Once started the building should be up in two weeks, weather permitting. The club is applying for a NRA grant to help pay for modification to the indoor pistol range. Club patches still available - POC is Pete DeBartolo. Youth archery will start up January 6th 2017.  The second reading of the by-law changes were read in October.    
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is November 1st  and will be held at the West Fulton Firehouse. At the August meeting the membership voted on a donation of  $500 to NYS DEC to purchase feeder fish for Looking Glass Pond.  The membership has decided to table the donation $500 for the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club’s archery building addition at this time. It was reviewed during the August meeting but was never approved. The memberships also approve the sponsorship of Emily Skowfoe who attended NYS DEC Camp during the fair week at a cost of $350. The membership also voted on donating $500 to Wes Layaway for the continued efforts of Animal & Bird Rehabitation Center in Middleburgh. The membership has approved to run a raffle for a Henry Golden Boy 22 caliber Rifle with the drawing at the December 10th club party. 1000 tickets will be printed and sold for $5 each.  POC will be Ryan Hamm 528-4568. Tickets were mailed out to membership in the September newsletter. The club did hold the Tim Murphy 5K run from Max Shaul’s Park to Middleburgh on October 8th. Volunteers were needed for registration, traffic control and timers at the finish line. Aaron Hamm and Dave Wood were POC. The Nature Trail located by the Middleburgh Elementary school was reviewed. The membership approved to purchase some material to make repairs.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”.   
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on October 27th  and will be held at SUNY Cobleskill in the Curtis Mott Bldg. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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