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                     SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the Curtis Mott 

                       Building at SUNY Cobleskill on March 24, 2016.
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 18 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long 

     Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
& Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game, Conesville Rod & Gun, Cave Country Riders, along with a few of students representing the TWS and AFS clubs at SUNY Cobleskill.  Feb – March minutes were approved with a motion from Greg Warner, seconded by Dave Hendricks. The treasurer’s report for March was approved with a motion from Briana All, seconded by Doug Handy. 
We still have four SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations.  Edward Perri & Samantha Carey will do their presentations at the April meeting.  We also have two new applications which have been approved SCCA Scholarship Board. Lyndon Watkins/Warren Chaney turned in an application on a project on white suckers in the Cobleskill Creek and Mitchell Monini researching a project on the impact of hydrogen sulfide on stream macro-invertebrates in the Brimstone Creek located in Sharon Springs, New York.  We have another scholarship application to be reviewed by the SCCA Board from Mary Mulvihill on Rainbow Smelt, Their Comeback In Otsego Lake.  
Nicholas Sanges whose project involves collecting walleye scales from spawning tributaries in Shadow Brook on Otsego Lake gave his presentation at the March meeting. 2015’s walleye sample of 400 walleyes taken by using a backpack electro-fished method on April 16th & 17th were compared to samples taken in 2008, 2010, and 2014. Alewives were introduced to the lake in 1986.  Alewives population fluctuated until 2011 when it dropped to nearly zero. Conclusions drawn from his project were Walleye are larger and growing faster in the absence of alewives. With the drop in alewife population, walleye changed their foraging behavior, movement and habitat utilization. A fluctuating alewife population had no vast impact on walleye year class growth. This raises the question: Were walleye foraging optimally while alewives were present?   
Tickets have been ordered for our Kayak raffle. The two, 12 foot Pelican (blue) Kayaks, a Black powder Rifle donated by Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, a Framed Turkey Print, two $100 Gift certificates have been promise from Senator James Seward and Assemblyman Pete Lopez along with $50 gift cards from Bank of Richmondville and NBT Schoharie/Middleburgh banks are the prizes for this coming summer’s raffle. The membership is still getting prices for the Camo T-Shirts which will be sold @ 15.00 with SCCA logo on the front pocket and big LOGO on the back. Carl Stefanik is almost finished with the update of the 2016 SCCA Activity book. The membership approved the purchase of 4 season passes for the fair booth. SCCA donated $300 to three students going to Las Vegas.   
SCCA has approved the sponsor of two youths for NYSDEC Camp.  Adam Bortelle & Kyle Bortelle are both registered for camp this summer. SCCA pays 50% after registration and the other 50% after proof of attending. Total cost per youth is $350 each.  A check was mailed out for the first half this past month. 
The Conesville Rod & Gun Club did receive over 2000 pheasants last fall. NYS DEC did donate 100 birds to be used for the Youth events located in Gilboa and Stanford.  Bill Eklund from Stanford is a big sponsor of these events raising or purchasing many birds. He donated 10 birds to the SCCA at the April meeting. Liz Reinhart will be cooking these birds for our SCCA May 26th meeting to be held at Walnut Hill Farm @ 256 Melick Rd. Canajoharie, N.Y.  
Carl Stefanik has finished up the new Activity Report for last year. Carl has published this activity report for many years, thank you Carl. It is currently at the printers and he will have copies for the next meeting and the Cobleskill Wildlife Festival for handouts. We need volunteers for the day 10 AM to 2PM to sell Kayak raffle tickets and hand out information to the public.
Fish stocking was done this week by NYS DEC.  Mallet Pond, the Westkill Creek and the Cobleskill Holding Reservoir were stocked with Rainbow Trout as well as Brown Trout. West Kill 430 yearlings Brown Trout, Mallet Pond 190 yearling Brown Trout, Mallet Pond 230 yearling Rainbow Trout, Cobleskill Holding Pond 170 yearling Brown Trout 9", Cobleskill Holding Pond 200 yearling Rainbow Trout and Cobleskill Holding Pond 280 Brown Trout (2Year olds). There were seven Cobleskill College students helping DEC personal with several SCCA members. 

The new parking lot was constructed at the Cobleskill Holding Reservoir this past week.  It should be finished this coming week if the weather co-operates. Also The Cobleskill Water personal is looking for help with cleaning up the brush piles which were cut down from around the reservoirs. This was a new requirement the state imposed for clean water. 

The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club co-sponsored a Kayak race along with the Middleburgh Rotary Club this past Saturday with over 60 taking part from Breakabeen to Schoharie.              
  SCCA Dues are due January 2016. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Only 14 clubs have paid to date.  Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Over 30 paid to date.  Please send in dues for 2016. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next meeting April 27th @ Middleburgh (Rod & Gun or Pasta/Grill). 
NYS DEC: DEC hosted a Grand Opening Celebration to commemorate numerous public access improvements at NYS DEC’s Looking Glass Pond in the town of Fulton, Schoharie County, on Wednesday, April 20th at 11 AM. There were over 50 in attendance. A short hike to view the improvements followed the celebration. 
Gun & Archery courses are available on line registrations for Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, Jefferson Fire House & Guan-Ho-Ha during the months of March & April. All registrations require that the Homework 50 question test, must be taken and passed before they can enter the hands on classes. It is available on the NYS DEC Website.   At the last trapper class there was a 33% no show from the pre-registration. We need to add these names to a list and out them on a waiting list because there were several people who could not get in the class because it was supposed to be full. This isn’t fair to the ones who could not sign up.   
Spring turkey season opens May 1 in all of upstate New York north of the Bronx-Westchester County boundary and the Department of Environmental Conservation's 13th annual youth turkey hunting weekend is scheduled for April 23-24, DEC Acting Commissioner Basil Seggos announced today. The youth turkey hunt for junior hunters ages 12-15 is open in all of upstate New York and across Suffolk County.  
Important details for the Spring Turkey Season, May 1-31, 2016: Hunting is permitted in most areas of the state, except for New York City and Long Island. Hunters must have a turkey hunting permit in addition to their hunting license. Shooting hours are from one-half hour before sunrise to noon each day. Hunters may take two bearded turkeys during the spring season, but only one bird per day. Hunters may not use rifles or handguns firing a bullet. Hunters may hunt with a shotgun or handgun loaded with shot sizes no larger than No. 2 or smaller than No. 8, or with a bow or crossbow. Successful hunters must fill out the tag that comes with their turkey permit and immediately attach it to any turkey harvested. Successful hunters must report their harvest within seven days of taking a bird. Call 1-866-426-3778 or report harvest online at NYS DEC's website. 
DEC Announces Zero Hunting Fatalities in 2015 Season. 2015 is the first year in decades without a reported fatality, marks growing trend of improved hunter safety. The 2015 New York hunting season proved to be one of the safest on record and yielded the first year without a hunting-related shooting fatality since the 1950s, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Acting Commissioner Basil Seggos announced today. DEC's 2015 Hunting Safety Statistics report (PDF, 141 KB) highlighted a total of only 23 hunting incidents, the third lowest number on record, with 10 incidents self-inflicted and 13 two-party incidents.

"Hunting is a strong and economically important tradition that continues to be safely enjoyed by many in New York State, and I commend hunters of all ages for maintaining high standards in hunting safety," Acting Commissioner Seggos said. "The trend of declining hunting accidents is proof that our hunter safety education programs are working thanks, in large part, to the efforts of the 3,000 volunteer Sportsman Education Instructors that teach our hunter safety courses every year."

This is the first year without a hunting-related shooting fatality in New York since record-keeping on hunting statistics began in the mid-1950s. 2015 also continued the trend of declining incidents with New York's hunting-related shooting incident rate (incidents per 100,000 hunters) declining almost 80 percent since the 1960s. The past five-year average is down to four incidents per 100,000 hunters, compared to 19 per 100,000 hunters in the 1960s.

While hunting is safer than ever, accidents can still happen. It is important to remember that every hunting-related shooting incident is preventable. As this year's report indicated that eight of the victims in the multi-party incidents were not wearing hunter orange. Accidents can be prevented if hunters follow the primary rules of hunter safety: assume every firearm is loaded; control the firearm muzzle in a safe direction; keep your finger off the trigger until ready to fire; identify your target and what is beyond; and wear hunter orange.
"Sportsman education is an essential and required training course for hunters and teaches future sportsmen and women how to be safe, responsible, and ethical hunters and trappers," Acting Commissioner Seggos said. "Through our NY Open for Fishing and Hunting Initiative, Sportsman Education Programs are being enhanced and our hunting license privileges have been updated to ensure increased opportunities for recreational hunting in the state." 
DEC Announces 2015 Deer Harvest Estimates: Hunters harvested an estimated 202,973 deer during the 2015-16 hunting seasons, approximately 15% less than the prior year. The 2015 deer take included an estimated 103,401 antlerless deer and 99,572 antlered bucks.  Statewide, this represents a 20.5% decline in antlerless deer harvest and an 8.3% decline in buck harvest from 2014.  Over half of the bucks harvested in 2015 were aged 2.5 years and older, continuing a shift towards older bucks in the harvest. In most of the state, hunters are making this happen by their own voluntary decisions to pass up young, small-antlered bucks in favor of older deer.

With the severe winter of 2014-15 and a reduction in the number of permits available for antlerless deer in most Wildlife Management Units (WMUs), a decline in deer harvest was anticipated.  However, overall deer harvest was lower than expected, as hunting success was apparently also reduced by the unseasonably warm conditions and lack of snow during much of November and December.  In fact, harvest reports were tracking on par with 2014 levels through early November, then started lagging behind 2014 once the regular firearms seasons began. 

As usual, deer harvests and populations vary considerably across the state, and in approximately 25% of New York, the 2015 harvest suggests that deer populations were unchanged or increased from prior years. Additionally, harvest data indicate that deer populations in portions of central New York, the Finger Lakes and the Lake Plains of western New York remain above desired levels and further population reduction is necessary. 

DEC’s 2015 Deer Harvest Summary report (PDF, 4.5MB) provides a suite of tables, charts, and maps detailing the deer harvest around the state.

Deer harvest data are gathered from two main sources: harvest reports required of all successful hunters, and DEC staff’s examination of nearly 14,000 harvested deer at check stations and meat processors.  Statewide harvest estimates are made by cross-referencing these two data sources and calculating the total harvest from the reporting rate for each zone and tag type.   A full report of the 2015-16 deer harvest, as well as past deer and bear harvest summaries, is available at Deer and Bear Harvests on the NYS DEC website. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation respects your right to privacy and welcomes your feedback. 
NYPA Wildlife Task Force: Next meeting will be held on May 23rd @10:30 AM.  The New York Power Authority stocked over 3000 Tiger Trout & Brown Trout between the upper and lower reservoirs in Blenheim this past month.    

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on May 19th @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club @ 7 PM. There were 30 in attendance at the April meeting.  We have scheduled a Freedom Fair at the Timothy Murphy Park in Middleburgh on May 7th from 11AM to 3PM. There will be several guest speakers. Exercise your constitutional right to assemble and express your freedom of speech by supporting your 2nd Amendment Rights. Hope to see everyone there.  There is no cost but there will be several raffles available and maybe some silent auction items. There will also be some food vendors along with some local clubs supporting SCOPE. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org. For the next month Life Membership cost is at $250 vs $600, $5 off regular membership or $70 for three year memberships until June 15th.  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  

Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: The Park is now open after 5:00 or dark. It is free to enter with use of pool for this coming summer. Pavilion& tent rental available. New 40’ walk bridge with waterfall view, part of Long Path Trail.. Friends of Minekill and Max V. Shaul State Park supports the operations of the parks by increasing public awareness of the Park facilities, promoting educational programs that encourage the protection and conservation of natural resources, and providing outdoor recreational activities for all visitors. Information for event please call 800-724-0309.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is winding down 3/31/16. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
SUNY Cobleskill College; NWTF - Birds Brew Event was held on 2/15/16 with close to 75 sports men & women showing up.  There was  a silent auction and several gun raffles. Dave Wood was one of the winners of a nice shotgun. It was held at the Elks Lodge in Cobleskill. Student’s Chapter, Ducks Unlimited Banquet @ Bouck’s Hall – April 20th.  Students have a Bass Fishing Team this year. The college will be hosting the Wildlife Festival on April 30th which will be held at the park in Cobleskill by the movie theater.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The  NWTF Banquet was held at the Settles Hill Banquets & Events, Settles Hill Rd. Altamont on April 8th @4:30 PM. There were close to 100 people attending.  It was one of the best events the club has ever held. Over $6000 was raised for the National Organization. For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.    
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  The club would like to thank everyone who supported their Breakfasts and Stuffed Pizzas events during the last three months.  This is what pays the bills for the year.       

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Another trapper class was held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. On March 12 there were 24 signed up with 8 on the waiting list. Only 24 showed up to take the class which seven were females.  POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 56 Years. Upcoming Events: April 18 Chapter General Meeting – 6:30pm guest tier and 7:30 featured speaker and Kids' Geyser Creek Fish Stocking on Wednesday April 27th, 11AM. Moving day is approaching for approximately 700 trout. On Wednesday, April 27th, at 11:00 A.M. children and their families are invited to help release the trout into Geyser Creek, located in the Geyser Picnic Area of Saratoga Spa State Park. Technicians from the Van Hornesville Fish Hatchery, operated by the Department of Environmental Conservation, stock the area streams each year with the help of volunteers. Please bring a bucket and join us in introducing the trout to their new home! This year’s activities include demonstrations, environmental displays and food. This event is free. No registration is required for this event. For more information, please call 584-2000. 
2016 Hendrickson Hatch Tournament, June 4th & 5th. Registration is now available for the 2016 Hendrickson Hatch tournament. Please visit www.hendricksonhatch.org for a printable registration. Complete the registration and return to MRF, PO Box 211, Malone, NY 12953. For those that will need accommodations for the tournament Holiday Inn Express has reserved a block of rooms at a special event price. When you call to make a reservation please mention the Hendrickson Hatch tournament. Also go to www.visitmalone.com for additional accommodations and other Malone information. As usual Brookfield Renewable will be providing a cash donation again this year. Thanks to Brookfield Renewable we are scheduled to stock $2000 worth of trout a couple days before the tournament. This year we have a few news sponsors as well. JP Ross Fly Rods http://www.jprossflyrods.com/ has offered to donate a custom fly rod for a raffle. Attached is a promotion from JP Ross for a fly fishing event to be held Father’s Day weekend in the Adirondacks.
 Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. 

Whitetails Unlimited: We had a Moment of Silence at the SCCA March meeting for John Bloomer who pasted away during his winter stay in Arizona.  There will be a memorial sometime in July or August. John was President for over 20 years of the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.  The National Headquarters in Wisconsin honored John with a Hall of Fame Plague at our September 2015 Banquet.  The next meeting will be on in May 9, 2016 at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for accepting nominations for new officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to SCCA for their 2016 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The date has been booked for September 25, 2016 for this fall’s banquet held at The Inn (the old Best Western) in Cobleskill.          
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting on May 12, 2016 @ 6 PM Schoharie Library. All dues are due for 2016. There are two lean-tos which need roof repairs on the Schoharie County loop. Here is a schedule for hikes this spring. Apr 30th  The new Bozen Kill Preserve, 2 miles – POC Mark; May 11th Highway Clean-up – POC Harold Guest @ 827-5995; May 28th LP Section 31, Patria State Forest, 3.5 miles – POC Don Allard. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Ten new members voted in and ten more read for a vote next month. There were 41 in attendance at the April meeting. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Ted Schreieck is POC for the application for a DEC Grant of the $14,700.00 addition on to the archery building 20’ x 20’ was submitted and primary approval was received this past week. This addition will allow 30 yard indoor shooting.   The Youth archery banquet was a good time for all. Trophies and tee shirts were handed out to all shooters and sponsors. Club has hired a new contractor for this year’s mowing. Tom Fernandez won the Savage Axis .243 Cal Camo Rifle which Fred Benninger sold the 100 squares each $10 each to cover the cost of the 75 chairs, already purchased. New faucets have been purchased for both bathrooms & kitchen sinks.  Scholarship applications are available for the Middleburgh Central School senior and the 2016 graduate of a member of the club. See Pete DeBartolo for applications. Deadline is May’s meeting.  Welcome aboard to our new Secretary, Kim Maley. The club’s annual fish derby will be held on May 21st 11AM to 2PM, Registration begins @10AM. Prizes for all kids. The club’s Fire & Liability Insurance was reviewed, cost is $3600.00 a year. Trap will start up on May 13th @ 7PM on Friday nights. The guns have been ordered for the 2016 December raffle. Tickets are being printed and will be available at the next meeting. Dick Price & Jeff Lucear are chairmen. Center fire Pistol fire shooting event on April 24th @ 1PM, 12 targets/timed with reload, monthly event.                                  
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is May 3rd.  On May 14th Pee-Wee Papas will be hosting our annual spring fever party.  Festivities will be held at Pee Wee’s place on route 30 south of Breakabeen. Things will be kicking off around 11 AM and a main course of grilled faire along with beer, wine and soda will be provided by the club. Please bring a dish to pass. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com. 

 The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on April 28th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott building at SUNY Cobleskill.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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