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   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    
  the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club

   

on June 21, 2016.
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 12 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long 

     Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge  Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Richmondville Fish & Game. May – 
June minutes were approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by John Hornauer. The treasurer’s report for June was  approved with a motion from Walt Zeh, seconded by Joel Oliver. 
We still have two SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations. Mitchell Monini is researching a project on the impact of hydrogen sulfide on stream macro-invertebrates in the Brimstone Creek located in Sharon Springs, New York.  Mary Mulvihill is currently doing a project on Rainbow Smelt, Their Comeback in Otsego Lake. They will do their presentations during the 2016 fall semester.   

  Tickets are available for our Kayak raffle. POC Mike Zeh 265-4961.  The two, 12 foot Pelican (blue) Kayaks, a Black powder Rifle donated by Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, a Framed Turkey Print, two $100 Gift certificates have been promise from Senator James Seward and Assemblyman Pete Lopez along with $50 gift cards from Bank of Richmondville and NBT Schoharie/Middleburgh banks are the prizes for this coming summer’s raffle. The membership is still getting prices for the Camo T-Shirts which will be sold @ 15.00 with SCCA logo on the front pocket and big LOGO on the back. The membership approved the purchase of 4 season passes for the fair booth.  
SCCA has approved the sponsor of two youths for NYSDEC Camp.  Adam Bortelle & Kyle Bortelle are both registered for camp this summer. SCCA pays 50% after registration and the other 50% after proof of attending. Total cost per youth is $350 each.  A check was mailed out for the first half this past month. 
Volunteers are needed to help man the Fair Booth, July 30 through August 6th. Shifts are from 10 AM to 4PM and 4PM through 10PM. Daily passes will be giver to each volunteer. Liz Reinhart is creating a schedule for volunteers. 518 – 339-2464 The NWTF shooting Booth will be available again during the fair week so we need extra helpers.                   
NYS DEC: There were 40 – 50 people attending the Free Fishing Clinic, June 25 at Looking Glass Pond event. About eighty 1-1/2 to 3 lbs Largemouth Bass were stocked.  Fishing gear was provided including bait; Table set up to distribute gear and info and to do fish filleting demonstrations; working with the Schoharie County Conservation Association and the West Fulton Rod and Gun Club hotdog and rolls were donated and cooked. Club members helped people pond-side with angling skills.

Hunter Safety Courses: Check the NYS DEC website for future classes. Several classes are scheduled in Schoharie Co.  August Gun Hunter Safety Classes are full but September Gun Safety class at SUNY Cobleskill – 9/8 and Middleburgh Rod & Gun – 9/9 still have seats available. Bow Hunter Safety Classes at Richmondville Fish & Game – 8/20 & Middleburgh Rod &Gun 9/17 still seats available. Trapping Classes scheduled on 8/20 at Middleburgh Rod & Gun and at Richmondville Fish & Game on September 24th.. Keep checking DEC website for updates.  
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Minutes of the June 22nd FWMB meeting at Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club. Chairman Mike Zagata called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. Following a moment of silence for Dick Nelson, Carl Stefanik shared an article in Kaatskill Life magazine about the stone steps being incorporated at Kaaterskill Falls; the magazine is also available at the Schoharie County libraries.

Peter Innes, Natural Resources Supervisor - Peter announced the upcoming retirement of Patty Riexinger, Director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife; Phil Hulbert, Fisheries Bureau Chief will retire on August 6th. He also noted that Scott Van Arsdale, our eagle expert, retired from Stamford Wildlife at the end of May, and Paul Wenner, primary Otsego County Forester, will retire from Stamford Lands and Forests at the end of June. Mike Zagata asked to be informed of retirement parties. The new ECO Captain, Tom Caifa, had planned to attend this evening’s meeting but was called to the scene of a bobcat attack in New Scotland, Albany County. Mike Clark, Regional Wildlife Manager is attending meetings out of town.

Update: The Young Forest Initiative has completed the habitat management plan for Vinegar Hill in Greene County; a public hearing will probably be scheduled in July; the first timber sale should be shortly thereafter. Next on the agenda is Louise Weir WMA, followed by Margaret Burke, both in Albany County.

DEC encourages the voluntary implementation of all forest management activities during the hibernation period of long-eared bats (November 1 through April 1) when bats are not expected to be present. However, there are no restrictions on tree cutting unless a project is located within 5 miles of a known hibernation site or 1.5 miles of a documented summer occurrence. For all projects that require the removal of trees, the following voluntary actions are recommended: leave snag and cavity trees uncut unless their removal is necessary for protection of human life and property; and, if any bats are observed flying from a tree, or on a tree that has been cut, tree management activities should be suspended and DEC Wildlife staff notified as soon as possible. A permit may be required to continue work, or you may have to wait until November 1 to resume activities. Mike Zagata expressed concern that mandatory surveys could affect timber prices. Peter advised that National Grid can remove trees for health and safety issues or to maintain lines; however, permission is required to run new service lines. The State has decided to be conservative in their timber harvesting for the YFI program, and by policy require that YFI perform acoustical surveys for all timber sales in WMA’s.

Region 4 Lands and Forests sold timber from 2,500 acres of state forests, grossing $2.8 million in revenue. A lot of work is being done in plantations. Red Pine has been limited for the past 25-30 years. Norway spruce has been in decline for the past decade and is showing damage, having been thinned up to five times. Lands and Forests will work with Wildlife to determine replanting or letting hardwoods return. Dave McLean noted that the clear cut at Basswood Pond has resulted in an increase in ruffed grouse.

NY Works funding has been allocated for work at Basswood Pond in Otsego County; funding has been confirmed with $100,000 each for Basswood Pond and Aikens Marsh, in Delaware County next year. The Susquehanna boat launch is complete except for docks which were received damaged and returned. Kiosks will be constructed.

The Adirondack Mountain Club anticipates finishing the stone steps at Kaaterskill Falls next week; the overlook viewing platform has been completed and had a line of visitors all day on Memorial Day weekend. A steel pedestrian bridge will be constructed in August. The open space plan should be released this summer.

A new Senior Natural Resource Planner has been hired to write management plans for the forest preserve. Maxwell Wolckenhauer was formally a contract employee at Central Office; he began working last week in the Stamford sub-office.

Peter requested the Board’s initial reaction to the notion of interference on WMA’s (which will be discussed at another meeting). Would it be appropriate to allow cross-country skiing, snowmobiles and/or horseback riding within the “wildlife dependent recreation only” designation? Mike Zagata suggested separate uses by season. Peter advised that 73% of Pittman-Robertson money from ammo and gun sales are non-hunting related. Kevin Busch noted that Albany County hunters, especially from the Pine Bush, don’t complain about multiple uses. Snowmobile trails are not opened until after deer season. There is public concern that most WMA’s don’t pay property taxes.

Dave McLean suggested gathering information from federations and clubs. Randy Davidson advised that Bear Spring gets a lot of use and that snowmobile clubs spend a lot of money maintaining trails, putting in culverts, and painting bridges that hunters use. He also noted that some of the trails are only accessible by snowmobile or horse during the winter; peak trail rides are in October. Deed restrictions prohibit hunting and trapping at Vinegar Hill WMA.

New ECO’s will graduate soon after completing 26 weeks of training.

Chris Van Maaren, Region 4 Fisheries Manager – Looking Glass event to be held on Saturday, June 25th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; a press release advertised free fishing statewide. West Fulton Rod & Gun Club haven’t committed to funding; DEC contributed $1,050 for big 1 ½-2 lb. large-mouth bass which were initially bred for food markets, and fathead minnows and worms for bait. Plenty of gear and lessons to learn to fillet will be available.

•Tivoli Lake/Albany County: DEC has been asked to help revitalize urban pond; since the area is very weedy, the survey is planned for later in the summer. There is no further information regarding the NYS Trooper’s fundraiser; however, they have received grants to improve the park in general.

•Canadarago routine netting yielded a handful of young walleye from stockings, a 14 lb. brown trout and the usual panfish; stocking of walleye and tiger musky will double.

•Wynants Kill barrier has been removed at the mouth and will provide ½ mile of stream for the herring run.

•Mohawk River: blue back herring study continues with analysis of time spent in saltwater and growth rates.

•Copake Lake had some fish kill; some bullheads have lesions and were sent for testing; bass and panfish look fine.

•Burden Lake requires survey and trailer access for boat launch.

•EWP post flooding project in Line Creek and Plattekill; brook trout were found in newly constructed zones though low in numbers yet.

•Little Schoharie: 4-5” rain Memorial Day weekend affected new construction.

•Blenheim/Gilboa: looking to improve fisheries; drafting proposal to evaluate addition of more constant water level ponds on upper reservoir and docking system at Mine Kill launch that can handle water fluctuation.

•Otsego Lake received a grant from DEC to build a boat-washing station in Cooperstown.

•There are currently no doors on the kiosks at Looking Glass.

•Chris presented the new Beginners Guide to Freshwater Fishing which will be available online). 
•Atlas of Inland Fishes in New York can be found on the NYS Museum web site and downloaded for free; a bound copy can be purchased from the American Fisheries Society for $45.00.

Comments from Board members:

•Dave Woods noted that Big Schoharie washed out last week; he can walk halfway across Schoharie Creek on new gravel; big issue is that plantings need to be established.

•Dave McLean reported that the County Federation of Sportsmen voted, for the record, in favor of a boat wash facility; he will contact the secretary to ascertain if the meeting minutes were sent on to the Otsego Lake Association..

•It was suggested that members of the Otsego Lake Association pay for itself. Private money funded the Lake George Association; hours are 9:00 a.m. 4:00p.m. and excludes duck hunting and night fishing.

Mike Clark can be reached at michael.clark@dec.ny.gov, 607-652-2373 (Stamford) or 518-357-2152 (Schenectady).

Next Meeting - September 28, 2016.  Respectfully submitted, MARLIN A. HENRY - FWMB Recording Secretary    
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on Aug 18th @ the Carlie Town Hall. At the July meeting John Faso who is running for Congress was the guest speaker. His priorities are the economy, smart taxation and security issues. He stated the 2nd Amendment is at stake in this election because of the possible selections of the Supreme Court. He feels that the large student loan debts and low interest rates that the government is controlling are very alarming. Student debt is higher than the amount of credit card debt US citizens carry. The values of the US freedoms and the breakdown of family traditions are causing many problems across the country. SCOPE will have a booth at the Cobleskill Fair. They are raffling off a .22 Caliber Henry Rifle with the profit going to the Archery Fund to support the building addition of the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Tickets are $5 each with only 200 tickets being sold. Drawing date 8/6 @ 8PM.  Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  Bud Randall is the new President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter elected at the last State Board. 716-846-5448. Kevin Sisson did have a heart attack but is doing well. Many changes did take place at the last State Board. An external financial audit is being done. New committees have been selected.  

Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: The Park closes at 4PM. We will be staying open until 6PM through Summer. Information for events and programs should be directed to (518) 827-8690. It is free to enter with use of pool for this coming summer. Pavilion& tent rental available. New 40’ walk bridge with waterfall view, part of Long Path Trail. Friends of Minekill and Max V. Shaul State Park supports the operations of the parks by increasing public awareness of the Park facilities, promoting educational programs that encourage the protection and conservation of natural resources, and providing outdoor recreational activities for all visitors.  Looking at adding a new Lean-to to the park for Long Path Hikers.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is winding down 3/31/16. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961.
SUNY Cobleskill College; At the NYS SUNY Cobleskill Graduation Ceremony Briana All was awarded for Outstanding Wildlife Student by the NYS Chapter of Wildlife Society. Tyler Bizichine, Briana All, Samantha Carey and Collin Mulcahy were all awarded Student Leaderships awards. Edward Perri and Samantha Carey were both awarded Outstanding Graduates in the Fishery & Ag Programs.
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  The club would like to thank everyone who supported their Breakfasts and Stuffed Pizzas events.  This is what pays the bills for the year.       

Schoharie Valley Trappers: trapper class will be held this fall at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check NYS DEC Website.   POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 56 Years. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. 

Whitetails Unlimited: There will be a Memorial Service for John Bloomer who died this pass February while staying in Arizona. It will be held on July 31st @ the Charleston Four Corner Town Barn. The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on Aug 1st, 2016 @7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for the reviewing & ordering the banquet package for our September event. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to SCCA for their 2016 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The date has been booked for 9/25/2016 for this fall’s banquet held at The Inn (the old Best Western) in Cobleskill. Tickets are $20, POC is Mike Zeh.          
Long Path North Hiking Club: Annual meeting on Sept 10, @ 10:30 AM @ NYPA - Blenheim. There are currently 168 members. The two lean-tos have new roofs. There were 10 members helping with the roof replacements. Biggest Labor requirement to date. It took 5 days to finish. Material was paid for by NJ/NY Trail Conference.  Here is a schedule for hikes and events for this spring/summer. Aug 13 Vroman’s Nose Annual Meeting with a speaker, 1:45 at the Fulton Town Hall on Bear Ladder Road; Aug 20 Leader’s choice of the LP at the Gilboa Reservoir or on Mt. Pisgah, 4-5 miles, contact Clarence.   Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in and one more read for a vote next month. There were 45 in attendance at the May meeting. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). One application for the club’s Scholarship application for Middleburgh Central School has been received and approved for Aaron France.  They are 3 applications for club member’s relations, senior so far. POC is Pete DeBartolo. Trap has started up on Friday nights 7PM. The guns have been received for the 2016 December raffle. Tickets are available at the club meetings. Dick Price & Jeff Lucear are chairmen. There will be 22 shoots every two weeks starting May 25th. POC is John Osinski – 8275429.  The club is raffling off (100 squares) Legendary Frontiersman Commemorative Winchester Model 94 as another fund raiser for the archery building extension. POC is Mike Zeh or Joe Kopacz. Only 20 squares left.  Plate Shoot - August 28th -11 AM – 3PM,  Last sign up 1PM. Shooters must have a N.Y. State Pistol license, or be legally allowed to shoot a pistol in N.Y. You must have shooting glasses and hearing protection for all shooters and spectators. Guns on range must remain boxed or holstered until you are called to the firing line. Please bring pistol case, pistol rug or holster to carry your gun to the line. It will be a combat style competition, timed from the ready position (gun pointing 45 degrees downward in front of you). If shooting an auto center fire, you will need 2 or 3 ten round magazines or 3 or 4 seven round magazines or if shooting a revolver, 1-4 speed loaders. On firing line you will load gun and stage your loaded magazines or speed loaders on table or on your person. Stage 1, on the buzzer, you will fire at the 12 plates until empty, then do a rapid combat reload and continue firing until all plates are down or you’re out of ammunition.  Auto shooters can have loaded gun and 2 ten round magazines or 3 seven round magazines, Revolver shooters a full gun and up to 4 speed loaders. Stage 2, shoot all 12 plates left to right, plates must be hit to score and a second range officer will count hits and misses because these targets are on springs.  You will load 2 magazines with 6 rounds each.  Fire one round to each target. (Again, all help appreciated) If we have time and interest, we can add additional stages or scenarios. Scoring will be done by a timer, and hits scored.  Each missed plate is a 5 second penalty added to your time. FMJ ammo allowed unless it is steel core.  No bottle neck ammo allowed. Ex. 22TCM, FN 5.7, or 5.56 Cost is $10.00, shooting stage 1 twice and stage 2 twice. http://www.middleburghrg.com/                              
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is August 2th. There has been some discussion on donating some money to Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club to help with the archery building extension. Also one of the members is looking for a sponsor for NYS DEC Camp, $350. This will be looked at next meeting.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“.   
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on July 28th and will be held at the SCCA Fair Booth @ 6 PM, if raining, meeting will moved to Richmondville Rod & Gun Club, High View Rd.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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