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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                    
       SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    
  the Richmondville Fish & Game Club on 

       on August 25th, 2016.
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:05 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 15 in attendance.  Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders and Richmondville Fish & Game.  Also in attendance were the two youths who SCCA sponsored to DEC Camp this summer, Adam and Kyle Oertel along with their father, Gary. July – August minutes were approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Greg Warner. The treasurer’s report for August was approved with a motion from Walter Zeh, seconded by Mark Hotaling. 
The SCCA would like to thank the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club for all their support showing true sportsmen. With their donations of $500 to cover the cost of feeder (bait) fish for Looking Glass Pond, $500 donated to Wes Laraway’s animal rehab center located on in Middleburgh, and another $500 to the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club’s archery building addition. Lets all show our support by purchasing some of the raffle tickets that West Fulton Rod & Gun club is selling for a Henry Goldern Boy Rifle. The drawing will take place at the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club December diner.

Corrections to last month’s SCCA newsletter. Add Joel Oliver and Chuck Gambino names to the list of fair booth volunteers who helped manned the booth and sold raffle tickets during the Schoharie County fair.     
The membership has ordered the SCCA T-Shirts which will be sold @ 15.00 with SCCA logo on the front pocket and big LOGO on the back. We are having a small problem getting a usable logo for the contractor. Ezehprinting from Schoharie has taken on this task. Hopefully we‘ll have T-shirts by the September meeting. Tee shirts have been picked up.   

The SCCA website has been updated with the raffle winners information. 

We still have two SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations. Mitchell Monini is researching a project on the impact of hydrogen sulfide on stream macro-invertebrates in the Brimstone Creek located in Sharon Springs, New York.  Mary Mulvihill is currently doing a project on Rainbow Smelt, Their Comeback in Otsego Lake. They will do their presentations during the 2016 fall semester.   

NYS DEC:  DEC Announces Newest Class of Environmental Conservation Officers and Forest Rangers. 48 Recruits Graduate from DEC's 20th Basic School for Uniformed Officers. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today announced the graduation of 31 Environmental Conservation Officers (ECOs) and 17 Forest Rangers from the agency's 20th Basic School for Uniformed Officers. The 48 new officers received their diplomas in a formal ceremony at the Kallet Theater in Pulaski. "New York's environment and natural resources are now better served and protected thanks to these dedicated men and women," Commissioner Seggos said. "Our new Environmental Conservation Officers will safeguard the health of our air, land, water and wildlife. Our new Forest Rangers will protect more than five million acres of state lands from forest fires and execute search and rescue missions in the state's most hazardous locations. These graduates are a great addition to the proud history and dedicated ranks of Forest Rangers and ECOs across New York."

The Basic School was held at the Division of Law Enforcement's Training Academy in Pulaski, which runs along the Salmon River. The Academy began Feb. 29 and ran for 27-weeks. Training and coursework included environmental conservation law, criminal procedure, vehicle and traffic laws, physical conditioning, firearms, wildlife identification, emergency vehicle operations, search and rescue, land navigation, boating, and wildfire suppression. The 48 successful graduates hail from 26 New York counties and range in age from 22 to 40 years old. Nine women are part of this year's graduating class (five ECOs and four Forest Rangers). ECOs, originally called Game Protectors, were first appointed in 1880 and undertake actions ranging from investigating deer and checking fishing licenses on local waterways to conducting surveillance on corporate chemical dumping. Across the state, ECOs responded to more than 25,000 calls statewide and issued more than 22,000 tickets in 2015.

"Since 1880, but now more than ever, the mission of the Division of Law Enforcement is vital to the protection of New York's abundant natural resources," said Joseph Schneider, Director of DEC's Division of Law Enforcement. "From Montauk Point and the City of Buffalo to deep in the Adirondack wilderness, ECOs protect New Yorkers from environmental damage and exploitation, whether enforcing clean air and water regulations, supporting fish and wildlife laws, investigating large scale environmental crimes, or ensuring solid waste is properly managed." Originally known as Fire Wardens, the Forest Rangers were established in 1885 with the creation of the Forest Preserve. Their duties focus on protecting state lands and forests and include search and rescue missions, wildfire suppression and educating the public on the safe use of state lands. In 2015, DEC Forest Rangers conducted 341 search and rescue missions, extinguished 175 wildfires that burned a total of 3,924 acres, and issued nearly 3,000 tickets, many of which focused on Illegal operation of ATVs and snowmobiles on state lands.

"These men and women will be entrusted to protect New York State's natural resources and five million acres of state and public lands," said Eric Lahr, Director of DEC's Division of Forest Protection.

The graduating class will join the ranks of 268 ECOs and 119 Forest Rangers currently serving across the state. Recruits in this newest class were selected from an eligible list of qualifications and passing scores generated from the most recent Civil Service exam, which was given in 2013. To view job qualifications for ECOs visit the Environmental Conservation Officer job description webpage and for Forest Rangers, visit the Forest Ranger job description webpage.

The next ECO and Forest Ranger trainee exam is scheduled for November 19, 2016.

Hunter Safety Courses: Check the NYS DEC website for future classes. Several classes are scheduled in Schoharie Co.  Keep checking DEC website for updates.  http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7860.html
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next Meeting - September 28, 2016.  
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on Aug 18th @ the Carlie Town Hall. SCOPE did have a booth at the Cobleskill Fair. They raffled off a .22 Caliber Henry Rifle with the profit going to the Archery Fund to support the building addition of the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Tickets were $5 each with only 200 tickets being sold. The winner of the raffle was Nicholas Crossland from Schenectady, N.Y. A profit check will be presented to the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club to be used for the archery building addition. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  Bud Randall is the new President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter elected at the last State Board. 716-846-5448. Kevin Sisson did have a heart attack but is doing well. Many changes did take place at the last State Board. An external financial audit is being done. New committees were selected. 
NYSCC: IF YOU ARE NOT CURRENTLY A MEMBER, JOIN TODAY! Send name and address along with Email address. (Guardian $30, Defender $65 Life $350) Send application with check or money order payable to NYSCC 8 East Main Street Ilion, NY 13357. OR go to www.nyscc.com and join using the paypal© feature on our homepage.  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: The Park closes at 4PM. We will be staying open until 6PM through summer. Information for events and programs should be directed to (518) 827-8690. It is free to enter with use of pool for this coming summer. The facilities is promoting educational programs that encourage the protection and conservation of natural resources, and providing outdoor recreational activities for all visitors.  Looking at adding a new Lean-to to the park for Long Path Hikers. A meeting was held on August 17th to review a new walkway bridge for the Long Path Trail.    
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961.
SUNY Cobleskill College; At the NYS SUNY Cobleskill Graduation Ceremony Briana All was awarded for Outstanding Wildlife Student by the NYS Chapter of Wildlife Society. Tyler Bizichine, Briana All, Samantha Carey and Collin Mulcahy were all awarded Student Leaderships awards. Edward Perri and Samantha Carey were both awarded Outstanding Graduates in the Fishery & Ag Programs.
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  The club would like to thank everyone who supported their Breakfasts and Stuffed Pizzas events.  This is what pays the bills for the year.       

Schoharie Valley Trappers: trapper class will be held this fall at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check NYS DEC Website.   POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 56 Years. Upcoming events - August 27 Battenkill Cleanup – meet 9am at the Rt. 313 Rest Area, September 19 Chapter General Meeting, October 1 Battenkill Cleanup.

 At Battenkill Conservancy's annual meeting, Director Lorraine Merghart Ballard announced the donation by the Schmidt family of 10+ acres of prime riverfront property. The parcel which boasts over 1,000 feet of direct frontage on the Battenkill in the town of Jackson will be preserved in perpetuity and protected from future development.

Six members of the Schmidt family attended BkC's meeting to participate in the announcing the donation. Lat Schmidt of Bennington, VT spoke on behalf of his father, George Schmidt, Sr. and other family members.  The 91 year old George Sr. has been a trout fisherman for nearly 75 years and has been active in conservation in both New York and Pennsylvania (where a similar riverfront parcel was donated for permanent conservation).

Read more at http://battenkillconservancy.org/index.html#sXggBVfIAK1WIa5J.99
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. 

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on Sept 12, 2016 @7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for the getting an update on tickets received for the banquet. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to SCCA for their 2016 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The date has been booked for 9/25/2016 for this fall’s banquet held at The Roadway Inn Suites (the old Best Western) in Cobleskill. Tickets are $20, POC is Mike Zeh. 265-4961 All tickets must be purchased in advance. No tickets sold at the door on the day of the event.           
Long Path North Hiking Club: Annual meeting on Sept 10, @ 10:30 AM @ NYPA - Blenheim. There are currently 168 members. The two lean-tos have new roofs. The second lean-to needed all new roof boards. There were 10 members helping with the roof replacements. Biggest Labor requirement to date. It took 5 days to finish. Many thanks to the NY/NJ Trial Conference funding the materials and also our dedicated volunteers. Here is a schedule for hikes and events for this spring/summer. Sept 10 LPNHC Annual Membership Meeting, NY Power Authority Visitors Center, Rte. 30 Blenheim, 10:15 sharp. Sept 13 Schoharie County Health Fair, 10-2 at the County Office Building, stop by and say hi at our table. Sept 25 Vroman’s Nose 33rd Annual Hike, Mill Valley Road New Parking Lot & Trail, Noon to 5:00, self-guided, volunteers will be on hand to answer questions, take donations, memberships and renewals. Oct 1 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan, the leader for the details. Oct 22 Keleher Preserve in Clarksville, 3 mile hike on new trails, Leader: Marilyn Miles. Nov 5 Kaaterskill Falls, the new & improved trails, 2-3 miles, Leader: Steve Babbitt. Nov 12 LP Sect. 30, Eminence /Burnt Hill State Forest, 5 miles, Call Don Allard for details. Nov 19-Dec 11 Southern Zone Big Game Hunting Season; be safe if you go out, wear bright orange! Dec 31 Featherstonehaugh State Forest, 2.5 miles, Leaders: Mark & Carol. Jan 7 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan for more info. Jan 21 Partridge Run snowshoe/hike, 3 miles, call Carol & Mark for details. Feb 4 Looking Glass Pond trails, 3-4 mile on snowshoes, Leader: Clarence. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in and one more read for a vote next month. There were 47 in attendance at the August meeting. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Trap has started up on Friday nights 7PM. The guns have been received for the 2016 December raffle. Tickets are available at the club meetings. Dick Price & Jeff Lucear are chairmen. There will be 22 shoots every two weeks starting May 25th. POC is John Osinski – 8275429.  The club is raffling off (100 squares) Legendary Frontiersman Commemorative Winchester Model 94 as another fund raiser for the archery building extension. POC is Mike Zeh or Joe Kopacz. Only 15 squares left.  Pistol League will start up on the 2nd Tuesday in October. Plate Shoot - August 28th -11 AM – 3PM,  Last sign up 1PM. Shooters must have a N.Y. State Pistol license, or be legally allowed to shoot a pistol in N.Y. You must have shooting glasses and hearing protection for all shooters and spectators. Guns on range must remain boxed or holstered until you are called to the firing line. Please bring pistol case, pistol rug or holster to carry your gun to the line. It will be a combat style competition, timed from the ready position (gun pointing 45 degrees downward in front of you). If shooting an auto center fire, you will need 2 or 3 ten round magazines or 3 or 4 seven round magazines or if shooting a revolver, 1-4 speed loaders. On firing line you will load gun and stage your loaded magazines or speed loaders on table or on your person. Stage 1, on the buzzer, you will fire at the 12 plates until empty, then do a rapid combat reload and continue firing until all plates are down or you’re out of ammunition.  Auto shooters can have loaded gun and 2 ten round magazines or 3 seven round magazines, Revolver shooters a full gun and up to 4 speed loaders. Stage 2, shoot all 12 plates left to right, plates must be hit to score and a second range officer will count hits and misses because these targets are on springs.  You will load 2 magazines with 6 rounds each.  Fire one round to each target. (Again, all help appreciated) If we have time and interest, we can add additional stages or scenarios. Scoring will be done by a timer, and hits scored.  Each missed plate is a 5 second penalty added to your time. FMJ ammo allowed unless it is steel core.  No bottle neck ammo allowed. Ex. 22TCM, FN 5.7, or 5.56 Cost is $10.00, shooting stage 1 twice and stage 2 twice. The Club sponsored $250 to cover the cost of the Crossbow being auction off at the Schoharie County Whitetail’s event on Sept 25th.  Last month the membership approved to sponsor the $300 cost of an action item for the NRA banquet on September 10th. The SUNY Cobleskill college students will start shooting archery again in September on Friday nights. A motion was made to name the Archery building addition for Larry Strack, Larry‘s daughter Kelly donated 3 new compound bows for the youth archery program. A memorial will be held September 18th from 1 to 4PM in Middleburgh.  The archery building addition will break ground in September as soon as we get the stamped drawings from our engineer. Hopefully the contractor will finish the building by the end of October. The club is applying for a NRA grant to help pay for modification to the indoor pistol range. Application due in September. Club patches still available - POC is Pete DeBartolo. 
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is September 6th and will be held at the Wes Layaway’s Animal Rehab Center in Middleburgh. At the August meeting the membership voted on donation $500 to NYS DEC to purchase feeder fish for Looking Glass Pond.  The membership also donated $500 toward the expense of building the addition on the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club archery building. The membership also approve the sponsorship of Emily Skowfoe who attended NYS DEC Camp during the fair week at a cost of $350. The membership also voted on donating $500 to Wes Layaway for the continued efforts of Animal & Bird Rehabitation Center in Middleburgh. The membership has approved to run a raffle for a Henry Golden Boy 22 caliber Rifle with the drawing at the December club party. 500 tickets will be printed and sold for $5 each.  POC will be Ryan Hamm 528-4568. Tickets will be mailed out to membership in the September newsletter. Fall Picnic will be held at the Hamm Farm on Panther Creek on September 17th. The trap house needs some repairs; maybe this can be done that morning. The club is again planning to hold the Tim Murphy 5K run from Max Shaul’s Park to Middleburgh on October 8th. Need volunteers to help. POC is Aaron Hamm 231-0957.  The club will plant another Apple tree at Looking Glass Pond in Memory of Harry Bohringer. The Nature Trail located by the Middleburgh Elementary school was reviewed. The membership approved to purchase some material to make repairs.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”.   
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on September 22nd  and will be held at SUNY Cobleskill in the Curtis Mott Bldg. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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