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                                                                                              SCCA minutes of meeting held at Middleburgh

 
Rod  & Gun Club on May 28, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:10 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 16 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long
 Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
 & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club. April – May minutes were approved with a motion from Walt Zeh, seconded by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for May was approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Carl Stefanik. To date we have received six Dorwin Hamm Scholarship applications. Only one presentation so far but data is still being collected by several students who will do their presentations in the fall. After each presentation a check for $250 will be given to each student.

        There were 115 entries in the Kayak/Canoe race which the West Fulton R&G Club, Middleburgh R&G Club and the Middleburgh Rotary Club sponsored on April 25th. The Cobleskill Wildlife Festival had some complaints concerning Adults fishing during the kid’s event. Because this is a public park anyone can fish in this area whether there is an event going on or not as long as they are not breaking the laws. We could ask our DEC Conservation Officers to patrol this area during the event. 
        SCCA donated $100 to the Schoharie County Marathon For A Better Life.   

        Kayak Raffle: The membership has sold over $800 worth of Kayak tickets so far.  Any member who would like to help sell some tickets please contact Mike Zeh  518-265-4961.  Tickets are available for $1 each or 6 for $5. Send in a check to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035 and I will send the tickets back to you.  Drawing will be held the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair. 
SCCA Dues are due. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA have received fourteen $30 Association Dues so far this year.  Please send them in. Last year we had over twenty different clubs associated with SCCA.  We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We have received forty eight Individual Memberships so far this year that have paid their $10 annual dues this year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. There are some NYS DEC representatives and Fish & Wildlife Management Board members who also receive the SCCA newsletter along with our local Town Supervisors and State Representatives in the Senate & Assembly.  
Cobleskill Holding Pond: On 6/14/15, Dennis Wischman who works for NYS DEC, attended the city meeting and received approval for the parking lot. Paper work has been started. He does not expect the parking lot will be built this year. Their operations staff is swamped with other projects that have been on the list before this site. We will get it done, but as you know nothing in the state happens very fast. Most projects take at least 3 or more years from start to finish.    

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is now accepting public comments through June 29 on three regulatory proposals for hunting and trapping of wild turkey, deer and fisher, Commissioner Joe Martens announced today. The changes cover fall turkey hunting seasons in most areas of the state; modifications of antlerless deer hunting seasons in portions of western and southeastern New York and Long Island, and changes to the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) procedures statewide; and reduction of the current fisher trapping seasons in northern New York, opening a limited new fisher trapping season in central and western New York, and clarification of general trapping regulations. Pending review of public comments on each of these proposals, some or all of the regulation changes could be in effect for fall 2015. To view proposed changes go to DEC website (http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/press.html) and look at press releases, May 19th. 

DEC Announces $100,000 in Public Access Improvements to Nutten Hook Unique Area in Columbia County. People of all ages and abilities will enjoy additional recreation access along the Hudson River, following $100,000 in completed and planned improvements to the 117-acre New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Nutten Hook Unique Area in the town of Stuyvesant, Columbia County, DEC Regional Director Keith Goertz announced today. "DEC is pleased to announce a series of enhancements to the Nutten Hook Unique Area that will significantly improve the public's ability to enjoy this beautiful, historic site on the Hudson River," Goertz said. "I thank Stuyvesant Supervisor Knott, the state Department of Transportation and the Hudson River Valley Greenway for their collaboration and continued support to make this area a destination for residents and visitors." The new public access enhancements include a small gravel car parking area and gravel bus parking area; two picnic areas, which include a covered pavilion; and a trailhead informational kiosk. Later this year, DEC will complete work on a universally-accessible pathway to the river and improvements to the beach area, where people can launch car-top boats. "The Hudson River Valley Greenway is pleased to have been a partner with DEC, DOT and the town of Stuyvesant to help create this new public access to the Hudson River," said Mark Castiglione, Acting Executive Director of the Hudson River Valley Greenway. "This new river access site will not only enhance the quality of life for the residents of Stuyvesant, it will also be an asset for the region as the newest stop along the 256-mile-long Hudson River Greenway Water Trail." Scenic Hudson Senior Vice President Steve Rosenberg said, "Scenic Hudson preserved this beautiful and ecologically important land in 1990 to ensure that it would forever benefit local communities and the whole region. The parcel contributes to a healthier Hudson River and now with these new amenities that allow residents and visitors to enjoy nature and history in this stunning setting, the land is helping grow the local tourism economy. Scenic Hudson was pleased to transfer this land to the state, which has invested to make it an even greater public asset." The Nutten Hook Unique Area is part of the Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve system. The new improvements are located off Ice House Road in the town of Stuyvesant

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on June 24th @ 6:30 PM at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
NYSRPA: Annual meeting is on July 12th at the Mid-Hudson Civic Center in Poughkeepsie.

SAFE ACT INFO: Assemblyman Pete Lopez isn’t the sort of lawmaker you’d expect to introduce legislation pertaining to rent regulation in New York City, mainly because the Republican’s district swings from Schoharie County southeast through the Catskills. Nevertheless, Lopez on Thursday introduced a bill that would extend the city’s current rent laws for four years. Oh, and one other thing: Part B of the legislation would repeal Chapter 1 of the Laws of 2013, better known as the SAFE Act. In an interview, Lopez said the measure was an attempt to draw attention to what he said was “a huge disconnect between cultures” in the five boroughs and Upstate America. He said that upstate residents in general place the same importance on the preservation of Second Amendment rights that city dwellers reserve for the preservation of affordable housing. The bill’s justification memo notes that, like the SAFE Act, “New York City rent regulation has been equally controversial and viewed by some as a violation of private property rights of building owners.” “We’re talking apples and apples here,” said Lopez, who insisted he was “not trying to punish anyone” by yoking the two issues together. The current iteration of the rent laws expire Monday at midnight. Lopez said the controversial 2013 gun control law was a failure as an attempt to stop violence, and said that he’s not ignorant of the root causes of crime. “I come from two worlds — I’m half Puerto Rican, I have family who lives in the inner city,” he said. “But I live in the country.” As 2015 legislative linkages go, this one is unlikely to gain much traction. The state Senate voted earlier this week to prune back elements of the SAFE Act, but the Republican majority isn’t contemplating full repeal. (Its new leader, John Flanagan of Long Island, voted in favor of the original bill.) The Assembly Democrats and Gov. Andrew Cuomo point to passage of the SAFE Act as one of the progressive highlight accomplishments of recent years. Here’s the justification memo for Lopez’s bill:

 The SAFE Act has been surrounded by controversy since its enactment in 2013. The bill, riddled with errors and omissions, was passed with no time for public input or thoughtful consideration by the Legislature. The provisions contained within the SAFE Act, have been roundly criticized as an attack on Second Amendment rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution. Consequently, it is no surprise that key provisions of the SAFE Act have not been implemented and several court cases challenging its constitutionality are pending. While many agree more needs to be done to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and those suffering from mental illness, the SAFE Act does not, and has not, addressed these societal challenges but instead has targeted law-abiding citizens who use firearms for sport and self-defense. New York City rent regulation has been equally controversial and viewed by some as a violation of private property rights of building owners. The passage of rent regulation legislation has been contentious, with the last four-year extender passed at the very close of Legislative Session in 2011. Missing from any discussion surrounding the SAFE Act has been the collective call to address the root causes of violence in our society. Understandably, urban and inner-city populations might look at a fire arm as a threat but what has been failed to be addressed is the acknowledgment that a fire arm is only a weapon when used as such. In today’s culture of violence, a rock, a stick, or even someone’s bare hands, could have the same devastating impact as a gun when used with malicious intent. The sponsor believes our collective challenge is to provide a framework that gives people hope and opportunity; in combination, education, job skills, job placement, clean decent housing, and mental health and other counseling services, can have a marked impact on shaping people’s lives. This legislation simply seeks to bring the priorities of two very different cultures to the forefront in an effort to get both sides to talk to each other both meaningfully and sincerely. It is hoped the dialogue fostered by this bill can help New Yorkers find common ground that promotes freedoms and offers protections and security to those in need.
NYSCC: Grassroots News: After this month GRN is moving to quarterly publication with special editions as necessary. It will be supplemented by Constant Contact, an email marketing tool. The challenge here is those receiving GRN via regular mail may not be receiving information in a timely manner. The solution is for those who do not have email to find someone in the group they are representing to get them the updates between newsletter publications. Convention dates Sept 18-20 2015. It is being held in Syracuse at the On Center (convention center) in conjunction with a Fall Sportsmen’s Show. Volunteers are wanted to staff the informational booth, fundraisers, and registrations. Council representatives will enjoy free parking and show admission. NYSCC Fall Convention 2015: Some major changes absolutely require the involvement of the membership (you). We will be inviting the public to attend the general sessions, including those presentations given by DEC and others. Our meeting location will be separate from the sportsmen’s show itself. For the first time hotel rooms for those attending the conference will be at a different location, requiring a short drive. The Council will receive $1 for each paid admission to the show. Council representatives will enjoy free parking and show admission. At least one fundraiser is being held prior to the conference with the winner being drawn at the convention. Most likely the sportsmen’s show will run Saturday and Sunday. Our convention will start on Friday; we may have to adjust our normal meeting schedule and presentations. Some tasks normally performed by our office staff will have to be done by the membership. Logistics will require individuals to step up to take on these tasks. They include seeing that our booth space at the show is staffed by someone other than those required to attend our convention sessions; one or two individuals to manage the fundraisers: Chinese auction, silent auction, any special convention fundraiser that might involve the public; Someone to assist with registrations and someone to take on other miscellaneous tasks.   
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: NYS Free Fishing Day Festival Tournament on June 27th. On July 18th there will be the 6th Annual Summer Festival,  8 AM to 4 PM.      
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League will start up again this fall POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held in the fall. For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check our website and try web-cam. To apply directly to the club Please fill out the application and mail with a check. Note: (You can fill out the interactive  form right on the web. Simply type on the lines, then print the form.) We will mail you the number of vouchers indicated (based on the number given that you intend to register). Mailing to Summit Sno Riders address will delay your processing time. Applications are processed once a week so please give us a reasonable amount of time to get your voucher returned to you. There is an option on your application to receive a map for an additional $5.00, if you choose this option you will receive a map with your voucher (the map includes the trails for Summit, Middleburg, and West Fulton Clubs). If you would like to purchase one of the new full county maps (which is also $5) please make a notation, or you can purchase both for $10.Fill out the application and mail with a check.  
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. A NWTF BB gun shooting booth will be set up next to the SCCA fair booth for youth shooting for practice target shooting on the two weekends of the fair event. Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.   
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Saturday, April 4th, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held in September at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for reviewing auction items for the September banquet. President - Raymond Zeh, Vice President - Earl Berg and Secretary - Bill Nelson and Treasurer - Mike Zeh available for POC. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. A new wildlife print was purchased for the SCCA booth display. 1-YEAR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - This category of membership is for 16-year-olds and up. As a member you will receive a membership card, special color decal and a one-year subscription to the quarterly Whitetails Unlimited Magazine. The annual dues are $25.National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 182. Next meeting on July 9th LPN Directors meeting @ Schoharie Library on Bridge St. at 6:00. All members welcome to attend. Some of the hikes coming up are: June 20 LP hike in Mine Kill State Park & over the new bridge, about 5 miles, leader: Clarence; July 11 LP Section 19 hike, Phoenicia, 5-6 mile part of the new trail. Leader: Steve; July 25 Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741.
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Seven new members voted in with two more applications read at June’s meeting, 39  in attendance.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse) The Pavilion near the Rifle range got a new roof with material cost close to $1,158.00 on May 9th.  Repairs to the septic system are also being done including both bathrooms getting a rebuild with new fixtures. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Fish Derby was held on June 13th.  Club is sponsoring two youths for NYS DEC Youth camps. Membership approved a new pistol league which will shot on Tuesdays during the day starting around Oct 1st, POC will be Ted Streck. The two duck boxes which were placed in the two ponds were donated the Pioneer Fish & Game Club located near Hoosick Falls.  Club has received a pallet of clay birds for the trap shoots on Friday nights which started up May 15th @ 6:30 PM.  The application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’ was submitted in May for review and approval. If approved we have 5 years to complete the project. This is a reimbursement so the club would have to put the money up first and then submit proof of completion and wait for a 75% refund. The club is excepting Scholarship Applications for high school seniors going into their first year of college. The student must be related to a club member such as a dependent youth or grandchildren. Application deadline is July 14th and is worth $250. Two applications will be approved. There were no applications turned in by the seniors from Middleburgh Central School, so none were approved. 22 Caliber Silhouette shoots are planned on June 9th & June 23rd, July 7th & July 21st, Aug 4th & Aug 18th with shooting time @ 5PM through dark. POC is John Osinski 518-827-5429. The membership discusses the possibility of holding a special gun raffle to benefit the Archery range extension. John Liddle is getting prices on a gun. The guns were purchased for the December raffle and the information has been sent to the printers for tickets, should be available to hand out at the July meeting to club members for ticket sales. Next meeting July 9th.      
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The June meeting was attended by 8 members. There will be no July meeting, next meeting is August 4th.  The membership is down around 60 members now. A raffle is in the planning stage, 1500 tickets with 1st prize $200, 2nd prize $100, 3rd prize $50, drawing will be held at our fall picnic on September 19th. Tickets will be sold for $1 each or 6 for $5, contact Aaron Hamm for tickets. The club donated $300 toward the time clock cost used for the Tim Murphy 10K Runs. The Nature Trail located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School is on the club’s agenda for repair.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on June 25th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SCCA Booth located on the Cobleskill Fair grounds. 
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