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                                                                                         SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill
on March 26, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:05 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 32 in attendance including 16 students. Clubs represented were White-

                 tails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County 

Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society, American Fisheries Society plus Keith Isles our local Encon Officer. Keith has been retraining some new K-9 units who help ECOs do their job.  Feb - Mar minutes were approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Glen Patterson. The treasurer’s report for March was approved with a motion from Walt Zeh, seconded by Dave Wood. 
We received six Dorwin Hamm Scholarship applications at the last meeting. The SCCA BOD met and approved all six applications. Devan Fortman has informed us that he is prepared to do his presentation at this coming meeting.   

Eric Malone, one of the SUNY Cobleskill college graduates gave a presentation on what the (SALT) Schoharie Area Long Term is working on. Schoharie Area Wild (SAW) - Created to address three key targets in Schoharie County: Recreation, Conservation, and Mitigation. It is a collaborative team of government, non-profits, interest groups, and public. Focus of SAW projects - Multi-use product that benefits the community and wildlife of Schoharie County; Repurpose FEMA parcels and other public spaces and work with private land owners. Pollinator Meadows - Create wildflower meadows for numerous beneficial pollinating insects; Collaborative team of individuals/agencies - Starting in Spring 2015. Potential SAW Projects include - Flood Debris Removal, Series of Plantings, Community Parks, Wildlife Management Areas/Corridors and more. SAW wants you!!! Collaborative process needs many collaborators. Planning projects, new ideas involving volunteers. Schoharie Trail Study - Looking at the Feasibility of a 38(ish) mile trail from Blenheim to Esperance. Purpose of Study – Feasibility study to assess the interest in a proposed trail through Schoharie County, focus on long term recovery by preserving rich ecology and history of region while providing a platform for community driven economic development and growth. Potential Features - Hiking, walking, snowshoeing; Educational and workout areas; Spurs into towns and villages; More boating access/fish cleaning stations; Connectivity to other trails in region. What would you want to see? He handed out a survey on a new Schoharie Creek Trail Project. Where we are now? Continuing with surveying individuals, businesses, agencies; Very intentional process of working with many stakeholders, only a feasibility study. Contact Information: Eric Malone - Schoharie Area Wild Coordinator (518) 702-5054, ericm@saltrecovery.org or Alyssa Johnson - Grant Writing/Fund Development (518) 702-5017 alyssaj@saltrecovery.org . To take survey on line – SALTRECOVERY.ORG/TRAILSURVEY 
SCCA Activity Report is completed and at the printers.  We usually get about 400 copies made which will be mailed to several libraries in the county and all the public schools. Thank you Carl Stefanik for doing an outstanding job maintaining this.
Trout Stocking – Schoharie County: The stocking truck will be at the Gilboa Posy Office at 11AM on April 27. Areas to be stocked; West Kill Stream - 430 small yearling brook trout, Mallet Pond – 190 small yearling brook trout and 230 small yearling rainbow trout, Cobleskill Holding Pond – 170 Brook Trout 9” yearling, 200 rainbow trout 9” yearling, 230 brook trout two year old. Anyone wanting to help please meet truck at Gilboa Post Office 11 AM on April 27th.       

Kayak Raffle: The two new kayaks were picked up by Dave Wood and Doug Handy this past month. We have contacted Senator Seward and Assemblyman Lopez about the $100 gift cards for prizes and Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 caliber Black powder rifle. NWTF-Schoharie County Ridge Runners have also donated another print for the raffle and NBT & Bank of Richmondville have both agreed to donate a $50 gift cards. This will give us seven prizes for our raffle. Shaul’s Roofing has once again offered to pay for the ticket printing. Thank you Dick. The drawing date will be the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair on August 8th @8PM.  Tickets have been ordered.  A discussion was reviewed about setting up a shooting tend during the Cobleskill fair event by NWTF members. NWTF has reserved the booth for the whole week of the fair.  Now all we have to do is get enough volunteers to man the SCCA exhibit and the shooting booth. 
Kayak/Canoe Race: On April 25 the Middleburgh Rotary Club is sponsoring the race. Registration is from 9 AM to 10:30 AM with the race starting at 11AM from Max V. Shaul’s State Park to Middleburgh. POC is Dave Wood, cell# 528-944-8926. We need some volunteers to help with the parking problems.    
Devan Fortman, a SUNY Cobleskill student gave a presentation on Coyote Vocalization Studies which he did last summer & early fall. Using a recording having 11 different thymes. From a long howl to a group yip sound coyotes locate one another and defend their territories. He had two different calling boxes, one which he constructed himself. On his best night he had seven different coyotes in one night from 3 different groups.  Coyotes don’t bark much during full moon because they can see better. Rainy weather reduces barking also. Information will be used for control health of populations and as a management tool.  
Hunter Safety tentative dates for the Spring Sportsman Ed Program:

Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club - April 4th: Trapper 8am-4pm

April 10 & 11: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm, April 18th: Bow Safety 8am-4pm

April 24& 25: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: May 1st &2nd: Hunter Safety 6pm- 9:30pm/8am - 4pm. May 8th: Bow Safety 8am -4pm. 
SCCA Dues are due January 2015. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a
SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual 
dues are $10 annually. SCCA have received about 10 Association dues so far.  Please send them in; forms were sent out last month to each club. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We have received about twenty five so far who have paid their $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. There are some NYS DEC representatives and Fish & Wildlife Management Board members who also receive the SCCA newsletter along with our local Town Supervisors and State Representatives in the Senate & Assembly.      

New York State DEC: DEC Announces 2014 Bear Take Results - New Hunting Opportunities Yield Record High Take in the Southern Zone. New York bear hunters took 1,628 black bears during the 2014 hunting seasons, setting a record harvest for the Southern Zone, Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.

 "With bear hunting areas expanded throughout upstate New York and a special early bear season in portions of the Catskills and western Hudson Valley, hunters had unprecedented opportunity to pursue black bears this year," said Commissioner Martens. "These were intentional management actions designed to limit bear population growth broadly and reduce the population in southeastern New York. We are pleased that hunters took advantage of the opportunities."

	 2014 Black Bear Harvest Comparison

	
	2014
Total
	2013
Total
	Recent 5-year
Average
(2009-2013)
	Historical
Average
(1991-2000)

	Northern Zone
	518
	380
	519
	515

	Southern Zone
	1,110
	978
	782
	207

	Statewide
	1,628
	1,358
	1,301
	722


Hunters took a total of 1,110 bears in the Southern Zone, an increase of approximately 13 percent from 2013 and surpassing the previous harvest record of 983 bears taken in 2011. The record harvest was strongly influenced by the special early bear season, which ran from Sept 6-21 in portions of the Catskills and western Hudson Valley, accounting for 337 bears. While some bears taken during the early season might have otherwise been taken during the bow or regular seasons, data suggests that the early season achieved an increased bear harvest consistent with goals to reduce bear populations in the area. DEC biologists will continue to monitor bear populations and impacts and expect to maintain the special early season until population goals are met.  

Also in the Southern Zone, bear hunting was expanded in 2014 into Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) 4A, 4B, 4J, 5R, 6P, 6R, 6S, 7A, 7F, 7H, 7J, 8A, 8C, 8F, 8G, 9A, and 9F as a measure to prevent bear populations from growing and expanding in these areas. Hunters took a total of 15 bears from these new areas.

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on April 22nd @ 6:00 PM at SUNY Cobleskill College with a tour of the new Natural Resource Facilities (Fisheries & Wildlife Departments).  
 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448. Meeting called to Order 6:45pm by Kevin Sisson and Austin Czechowski. Speakers: Paloma Capanna – SCOPE Attorney; George Curbelo – New York Revolution. Upcoming Meetings Schoharie County SCOPE – April 16, 2015. Middleburgh Rod and Gun – 630pm. NYSRPA – SCOPE – OATHKEEPERS April 22, 2015 7pm. Informational Meeting on NY SAFE Act – Featuring; Tom King – President NYSRPA, Kevin Sisson Schoharie Cty SCOPE, Sean McDermott, OATHKEEPERS - Johnson Rogers American Legion Post 1492, Brookfield, NY. 
If any Walmart’s or Dick’s asks for NYS pistol Permit to purchase any ammunition it is a violation of your rights. Please get in touch with Paloma ASAP as she can have the store mend its policies with a phone call

George Curbelo – Founder New York Revolution -  Historical outline of the NYR (www.newyorkrevolution.org) & Non Compliance Day April 15, 2015. 2nd anniversary of the registration deadline of “assault weapons” under the NYS SAFE Act. Stay Home, No Work, No Commerce.
•
Protest/March on the State capital 4/19/2015 commentating the “Shot heard round the World” in Lexington

Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Eagle Festival Saturday, April 18, 2015 11:00 AM - 03:00 PM Mine Kill State Park It's that time of year again to celebrate our national bird! Stop by the New York Power Authority Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center (1 mile north of Mine Kill) for a chance to catch a glimpse of the majestic bald eagle. Learn all about the background of our resident raptors with an engaging presentation by NYS DEC biologist, Scott VanArsdale at 11am in the NYPA theater. Kids and families will love making bald eagle arts and crafts with the Mine Kill environmental educators! Finish the afternoon with a guided bald eagle hike through the park at 1pm and Earth Week Celebration Saturday, April 25, 2015 10:00 AM - 03:00 PM ) Take a delightful springtime sojourn the last weekend in April to celebrate Earth Week! Learn all about renewable energy, take a hike through Mine Kill State Park, or participate in one of many Earth Week activities being offered throughout the day. For those who would like to extend their visit, nearby Max V. Shaul State Park is a small, quiet camping area with 30 wooded tent and trailer sites, picnic grounds, a state of the art playground and boat access along the Schoharie Creek.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: Duck Unlimited - Approximately $6,000 was raised/160 people in attendance at the Outdoorsmen’s Night Out banquet on 4/2/2015; Both attendance and funds raised are up from last year; overall the banquet was a great success. On 4/16/2015 TWS did host a professional mixer from 6pm-8pm in CANR; Students in Wildlife, Fisheries, and Environmental studies will have a chance to speak to professionals in the field. Local environmental professionals and Alumni will be in attendance. On 4/22/2015 the Charity Volleyball Tournament will held, the club needs 7 people to sign up in order to have a team. The proceeds of the tournament will go to the charity of the winning teams choosing. On 4/25/2015 the annual Fish and Wildlife Festival will be held in the park in town. We’re planning on the following activities: Duck wing ID table, Duck call demonstration/competition, Duck nest treasure hunt, rubber ducky race. The preliminary outcome of the Outdoorsmen’s Night Out is that it was very successful. There were 161 people in attendance which is up from 125 in 2014. The food and raffles went according to plan and the night went a little faster than 2014. 
The time has come to discuss the election of new officers. Putting new people into leadership positions early will be important in our effort to maintain continuity of our club as many of the current officers (and members) will be graduating this spring. Presentation: Austin Curry presented on his experience helping the NYS-DEC in their effort to trap, band, and GPS/Radio collar wild turkeys for a survival study; 
19 turkeys were rocket netted,  2 mature females were outfitted with GPS/Radio collars;  Plan a clean ups at the Cobleskill Holding Pond along with repairing the sign where access is controlled. Students are starting up a Bass Club.  

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Last shoot was March 11th, Banquet April 1st. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held on April 20. For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check our website and try web-cam.
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club had two youth pheasant hunts last fall. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds. DEC donated 102 birds too.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. A NWTF booth is planned for youth to practice target shooting at the Cobleskill College Wildlife Festival on April 25.  The  22 caliber Silver Eagle Henry Rifle was won by Tracy Himme – Beards Hollow Rd. Richmondville, NY. The drawing will be held on March 30 at Mike’s Gun Shop located in Cobleskill.  Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. NWTF banquet was held on April 11th at the Best Western in Cobleskill with over 100 in attendance. . 5 guns were raffled off along with a silent & live action.  
 Summit Conservation Club: Stuffed Pizza on April 18th, from 12 noon to 7PM. Stuffed Pizza on April 19th, from 12 Noon to 4PM. Also on April 25th they will serve Chicken & Biscuits 4PM-7PM Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Saturday, April 4th, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of  TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held June 1st  2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for ordering the banquet package for the September banquet. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. 1-YEAR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - This category of membership is for 16-year-olds and up. As a member you will receive a membership card, special color decal and a one-year subscription to the quarterly Whitetails Unlimited Magazine. The annual dues are $25.National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 191.  Mar 19 LPN Directors meeting @ Schoharie Library on Bridge St. at 6:00. All members welcome to attend. Some of the hikes coming up are: Apr 22 Earth Day, prep work day for the bridge project, contact Mark; May 16 Leader’s choice hike TBD, Leader: Don; May 30 Huntersfield Ridge Lean-to maintenance, contact Mark for the details (see story on front); June 6 National Trails Day, Mine Kill State Park bridge construction project. Come out and join us! contact Mark; June 20 LP hike in Mine Kill State Park & over the new bridge, about 5 miles, leader: Clarence; July 11 LP Section 19 hike, Phoenicia, 5-6 mile part of the new trail. Leader: Steve; July 25 Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in with five more applications read at April’s meeting, 52 in attendance.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse) There was a Black Powder shoot April 12th  with 16 shooters, best turn out this year. The Pavilion near the Rifle range will get a new roof with material cost close to $1,158.00 The light fixtures in the club house and kitchen has been replaced. Repairs to the septic system are also being done including both bathrooms getting a rebuild with new fixtures. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Fish Derby for 2015 – June 13th.  Club is sponsoring two youths for NYS DEC Youth camps. Membership approved a new pistol league which will shot on Tuesdays during the day, POC will be Ted Streck.  Carl Stefanik donated two duck boxes which will be placed in the two ponds. Received approval from membership to purchase 14 each eight foot folding tables for $1078.00. The Boy Scouts will be using the facilities on May 2nd from 10 – 2 to qualify for their archery merit badge. Club has ordered a pallet of clay birds for the trap shoots on Friday nights. There will be a work party to clean the cattails from the ponds in preparation of the youth fishing derby in June. Attention was drawn by miss use of target equipment on the rifle shooting range. Reminded everyone that there is no crossbow shooting allowed in the indoor archery range. Will submit an application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’. Deadline for Grant is May 15,  2015.
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The Club members are planning a spring get together at Pee Wee’s hunting clubhouse, Rte. 30 on May 16th. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on April 23rd @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill College, Curtis Mott building. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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