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                                                            SCCA minutes of meeting held at SCCA Booth
 At Cobleskill Fair Grounds on June 25, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 13 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long
 Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
 & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited. May – June minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Mark Hotaling. The treasurer’s report for June was approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Carl Stefanik. 
        Membership reviewed the number of assault weapons registered in NY State according to the Gazette, 44, 845 with more than 3,146 within the capital region. By County there were – Saratoga (939), Albany (738), Rensselaer (565), Schenectady (434),

Schoharie (206), Fulton (143), and Montgomery (121).  

        The SCCA Fair booth needs to be updated. The July SCCA meeting will start at 6:00PM so we can clean up and paint the front porch/railing. Paul Chichester from Cobleskill Paving has promised to black top the ramp leading up to the booth before the fair starts on 8/1/15. Dave Wood will contact Stanford - NYS DEC for the Smokey Bear exhibit for our booth.  A NWTF BB gun shooting booth will be set up next to the SCCA fair booth for youth shooting for practice target shooting on the two weekends of the fair event. Need lots of volunteers to man the booths from 10AM to 10PM. Tickets are available for volunteers. Cal. Liz Reinhart 339-2464.  We will be making up a booth attendance schedule at the July meeting.  
 

        Kayak Raffle: The membership has sold over $1339.00 worth of Kayak tickets so far.  Any member who would like to help sell some tickets please contact Mike Zeh 518-265-4961.  Tickets are available for $1 each or 6 for $5. Send in a check to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035 and I will send the tickets back to you.  Drawing will be held the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair. 
Looking Glass Pond: The project is being completed this summer. This includes the trail going around the pond, new parking lots, a handicapped floating dock, and digging out the pond creating some deeper holes for fish protection during the winter.  The funding which covered the cost do this work cannot be used to restock with fish. NYS DEC has asked the Sports man & women to donate through their local rod & Gun clubs to help pay for restocking with Large Mouth Bass. This will be done in the spring. 

Cobleskill Holding Pond: On 6/14/15, Dennis Wischman who works for NYS DEC attended the city meeting and received approval for the parking lot. Paper work has been started. He does not expect the parking lot will be built this year. Their operations staff is swamped with other projects that have been on the list before this site. We will get it done, but as you know nothing in the state happens very fast. Most projects take at least 3 or more years from start to finish.    

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board A full report will be available in next month’s newsletter on the June 24th meeting. The legislation covering the use of rifles to hunt big game in Schenectady County will go into effect this year; it was signed early enough to allow that. I think the season start date, as you suggested, was just a carryover error.  The law is set to expire in 2017, but that is just so that it can be revisited after a few years.  I suspect if there aren’t any issues with it, it will be extended indefinitely. Jerry Fraine, Regional Wildlife Manager.  Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on September 23rd @ 6:30 PM at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
NYS DEC: Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Joe Martens is stepping down from the agency after four years in the post to return to a not-for-profit land conservation group that he had headed up. The Open Space Institute says he was be joining them as a consultant on climate change issues. His move came just a day after the agency issued its report to finalize the state ban on natural gas hydrofracking that had been announced in December.

NSSF: The National Shooting Sports Foundation is the trade association for the firearms industry. Its mission is to promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF has a membership of more than 12,000 manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting ranges, sportsmen's organizations and publishers. The June 2015 NSSF-adjusted National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) figure of 886,825 is the highest June on record for the 17-year-old system, with an increase of 10.1 percent compared to the June 2014 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 805,571. The second quarter 2015 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 2,793,230 is the second highest second quarter on record — a 4.5 percent increase over second quarter 2014 and surpassed only by second quarter 2013.
SAFE ACT INFO: The Cuomo administration’s director of state operations, James Malatras, signed a memorandum of understanding with State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan to undo certain aspects of the New York SAFE Act gun control law, though the major changes affect provisions of the law that were never implemented and that pertain to ammunition sales. Curiously, the memorandum of agreement does not contain the governor’s name, nor that of Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie. But State Senate Republicans said the effect of the memorandum signed by the State Senate and the Cuomo administration effectively blocks implementation of a couple of SAFE Act provisions. 
Never implemented since the SAFE Act’s passage in early 2013, a State Police database of all ammunition sales in New York will not go forward in the future, according to Senate Republicans. The arrangement, likewise, blocks implementation of a background checks on ammunition purchases that also were never activated since the law’s passage. The Cuomo administration said that nothing about the SAFE Act is changing other than a recognition that an ammunition database can’t begin until the technology is developed to create it. The arrangement announced Friday was all part of the linkage of various unrelated policy items, such as extension of New York City rent control laws that were in play at the end of session between Cuomo, Flanagan and Heastie.

“It’s a good beginning,” said Tom King, president of the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association, which is the state chapter of the National Rifle Association.  King said his group is still seeking repeal of the SAFE Act, and the group has a lawsuit pending in the courts to overturn the law. 

A final part of the MOU announced Friday ends a ban on Internet sales of ammunition. King said he wasn’t sure of the practical effect of that measure, since ammunition companies have already been limiting sales directly to gun dealers.  

The Cuomo Administration stated later that this MOU does not change anything. All internet ammunition sales must be done by a New York State Licensed Dealer. Cuomo officials say that ban is still in effect.
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  Austin Czechowski – Chairman of the Schoharie Co. SCOPE Chapter resigned at the end of the July meeting. Kevin Sisson was elected as the new Chairman. The Chapter does plan on having a booth at the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair located in the Progress land building. Any member who would like to help out at the SCOPE booth please call Russel Case 518-366-1779. Fair daily passes are available for volunteers.  Discussions during the meeting were about the number of “Assault Weapons” that were registered because of the Safe Act Law, the MOU between the NYS Senate and Cuomo administration’s director of state operations, James Malatras where Assemblyman Pete Lopez sponsored a bill to Repeal the NY SAFE ACT Law which received 45 co-sponsors in the NYS Assembly when tied to the Rent Control Bill being voted on in the Senate & Assembly. This is where the MOU came from but still has no legal changes to the Safe Act Law. As for the Assault Weapon, there is no definition for this. Assault weapon is a term used in the United States to define some types of firearms. The definition varies among regulating jurisdictions, but usually includes semi-automatic firearms with a detachable magazine and a pistol grip, and sometimes other features such as a flash suppressor or barrel shroud. The next Schoharie Co. Scope Chapter meeting will be on August 20 @ 7:00PM, Carlisle Town Hall. 
NYSCC: 2015 Resolutions which will be voted on at the September meeting. 2015 Convention: 18-20 September; Plan on joining us for our Fall Convention at the OnCenter in Syracuse. Website is NYSCC.com
 2015-01 CROSSBOW USE TO ARCHERY PRIVILEGES (Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs); Therefore be it resolved that the NYSCC pursue legislation to amend the NYS Crossbow Law to change the requirements for crossbow use from the muzzleloader privileges, and to require archery privileges for lawful hunting with a crossbow, and to provide youth hunters age 12 and 13 the same opportunity to hunt big game with their parent, legal guardian or qualified mentor as they have with compound or recurve bows, while strengthening revenue into the NYS Conservation Fund. Contact: Dan Tone fishhillrd@gmail.com  (716)655-0975. 

  2015-02 MOVE THE SOUTHERN ZONE LATE MUZZLELOADER AND LATE BOW/CROSSBOW SEASON TO THE END OF DECEMBER (Yates County Federation of Conservation Clubs) THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the NYSCC seek to change legislation to move the Southern Zone, 9 day late muzzleloader and late bow/crossbow season from its current dates on or about December 8th to the 16th to a new season of on or about December 26th to January 3rd in order to give late season hunting opportunities to sportsman and to meet the deer management goals of the NYSDEC. Contact: Steve Weckelman  weckpyny@gmail.com  (315)526-3788. 

  2015-03 ALLOW MUZZLELOADER OR ARCHERY BIG GAME TAG TO BE USED WITH CROSSBOWS (New York State Muzzleloaders Assoc.) THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: that the NYSCC support a change to Environmental Conservation Law to allow crossbow hunters to be able to use either a Muzzleloader Privilege tag or an Archery privilege tag instead of being limited to the current “Muzzleloader” tag allowing more flexibility for tag use and not making the muzzleloaders choose between taking a deer with a crossbow OR taking one with a muzzleloader. In addition, this resolution in no way proposes to change the existing season structure or dates, only the tag structure for use of the crossbow. Article 11 Title 7 (New language is in bold italics) 11-0701 3. A bowhunting privilege when included on a hunting license entitles a holder: (4) who is fourteen years of age or older to hunt wild deer and bear with a crossbow, in a special muzzle-loading firearm season, as provided in title 9 of this article. Contact: NYS Muzzleloaders Assn. Eric Bratt  grizekb@aol.com    phone (518)895-8551.

2015-04 EXTENSION OF CURRENT COYOTE SEASON (Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs) Therefore, be it resolved: That the NYSCC pursue legislation to amend the NYS furbearer hunting regulations to extend the coyote hunting season from its’ current October 1st – March 31st time frame to an October 1st – May 31st timeframe, thereby creating additional protections from predation for our white‐tailed deer herd and wild turkey flocks and creating additional opportunities for hunters to harvest a coyote. Contact: Dan Tone   fishhillrd@gmail.com   (716)655-0975.

2015-05 Spring Bear Season (Delaware County Federation of Sportsmen) THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The New York Conservation Council pursue the necessary legislation and regulations to develop and implement a spring bear season in New York State. Contact: Daniel Owen dowen@mkl.com
2015-06 Expand the types of wildlife that can currently be hunted with centerfire rifle in Onondaga County to include big game. (Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs) THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Conservation Council support legislation to amend the New York State Environmental Conservation Law, § 11-0907, relating to allowing the use of centerfire rifle for hunting big game in the County of Onondaga.

Contact Information: Stephen Wowelko  wowelko@juno.com  (315) 506-2117 
For more information on these resolutions please visited the NYSCC website: NYSCC.com
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill Disc Golf Doubles, now on Thursday evenings at 5 pm starting next to the pool complex.  We have discs available to rent for $1 ($5 deposit) and a wide array of plastic for sale at our brand new pro shop located at the park office.  Also, don't forget about Open Mic Night at the updated  Max V. Shaul Summer Stage! Open to anyone, from 5 pm to 10 pm every Friday at MVS.  On July 18th there will be the 6th Annual Summer Festival, 8 AM to 4 PM.  Join American Canoe Association certified kayak instructors for a chance to see waterfalls, bald eagles and breathtaking views of the Schoharie Valley while learning the essentials of kayaking. Explore Mine Kill by Kayak - Join American Canoe Association certified kayak instructors for a chance to see waterfalls, bald eagles and breathtaking views of the Schoharie Valley while learning the essentials of kayaking. Class Dates: July 4th, 12th, 25th, August 1st, 15th and 29th, September 12th.    
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League will start up again this fall POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held in the fall. For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. A NWTF BB gun shooting booth will be set up next to the SCCA fair booth for youth shooting for practice target shooting on the two weekends of the fair event. Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.   
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Another trapper class will be schedule for this fall @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held in September at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for reviewing auction items for the September banquet. More items have been ordered from Wild Wings. There will be silent/live auctions along with several raffles.  Tickets are available for the September 27th banquet at Best Western. Adults -$20 and Youths, 15 years and younger - $8. Ticket must be purchase in advance, none sold at event. Mike Zeh 518-265-4961 for tickets. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. A new wildlife print was purchased for the SCCA booth display. 1-YEAR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - This category of membership is for 16-year-olds and up. As a member you will receive a membership card, special color decal and a one-year subscription to the quarterly Whitetails Unlimited Magazine. The annual dues are $25.National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 168. Next meeting on September 5th , 10:30 AM @ Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center.  This is our annual meeting.  All dues are due at that time for 2016. The parking lot has been completed at Vroman’s Nose, the new trail been completed with signage and old trail gated/locked,  just some grading of dirt required yet. The Mine Kill Trail Bridge project has been completed, funding by - $1000 from NY/NJ Council Trail Conference, $500 from Minekill, and $500 from LPNH club.  Some of the hikes coming up are: July 25 - Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 - Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 - Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. The annual newsletter is in the process of mailing out. E-mail addresses will be used when possible to save cost.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in with 23 in attendance at the July meeting. Guest speaker Michael Bennealet gave a power point presentation on Steel Shot vs Lead. He showed how the lead bullets lose up to 30% of the lead core after shooting. Several birds including some Golden Eagles have died from lead poisoning. From 1996 through 2009, over 100 plus bald eagle have been tested for lead poison, 25% lethal lead levels with 80% remaining having high lead levels. Gut piles should be buried or removed away from wildlife access, lead has been removed from paint, toys, gasoline, solder. The NYS banded lead for hunting waterfowl in 1982, Federal law in 1991, Canada in 1999.  In California, lead has been band in 2013,full implementation by 2019. Ninety-five random samples taken from ground venison showed fifty-three contains lead fragments. Why switch to steel or copper? Cost is higher, availability is lower, fear of regulations, ammo has different weight-lighter.   Four tickets were drawn for the December raffle.  Thirty-six members have not paid their 2015 dues. They will be dropped from the membership list. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse).  Fish Derby was held on June 13th with 45 kids showing up but no trout were caught. Seems like the only fish biting were bass and perch.  The trap shoots on Friday nights @ 6:30 pm have had a low turnout. Trap will continue through September.  The application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’ was submitted in June for review and approval. We have heard that the funding has been used for other applicants but additional $100,000 funding is being requested. If approved we still have a chance of approval. The club did not receive any applications for either Scholarship this year. 22 Caliber Silhouette shoots are planned on July 21st, Aug 4th & Aug 18th with shooting time @ 5PM through dark. POC is John Osinski 518-827-5429. The membership is holding a special gun raffle to benefit the Archery range extension. A Henry Rifle will be raffled off, 100 squares. Mike Zeh is the POC. Drawing will be held when all squares are sold.  Tickets are available for the DECEMBER Raffle. For tickets please see Dick Price or Jeff Lucear at the August 6th meeting.       
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The June meeting was attended by 8 members. There will be no July meeting, next meeting is August 4th.  The membership is down around 60 members now. A raffle is in the planning stage, 1500 tickets with 1st prize $200, 2nd prize $100, 3rd prize $50, drawing will be held at our fall picnic on September 19th. Tickets will be sold for $1 each or 6 for $5, contact Aaron Hamm for tickets. The club donated $300 toward the time clock cost used for the Tim Murphy 10K Runs. The Nature Trail located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School is on the club’s agenda for repair.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on July 23rd @ 6:00 PM to be held at the SCCA Booth located on the Cobleskill Fair grounds. 
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