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                      SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill
on January 23, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:10 with the pledge of 
                         allegiance with 54 in attendance including 26 students. Clubs represented were White-

                   tails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF, Trout Unlimited,
West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile

Club and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society. Dec-Jan minutes were approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Dave Hendricks. The treasurer’s report for January was approved with a motion from Ray Zeh, seconded by Don Reinhart.     
The winner of the Black powder 50 caliber rifle was Clinton R. Brown from Central Bridge. There were 11 deer donated last fall to the Venison Donation program in Schoharie County.  This black powder rifle was donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited to help promote the Venison Donation program.  They have done this for several years.  SCCA gave Russ Marlow a $100 gift certificate for his continued support of the program with his volunteering butchering of the venison.        

Another meeting between SCCA members and Joe Redman, Cobleskill’s Water Superintendent and NYS DEC Region 4 Fish Manager, Chris VanMarren is scheduled for the end of February to reviewed the possibly of building an additional parking area near the entrance of the Cobleskill Holding Pond because of the gate installation planned which will limit fishing hours of the Cobleskill Holding Pond.  A co-operative agreement will be needed between Village of Cobleskill and NYS DEC. Because of this body of water being one of the few places that receive stocked trout from NYS, SCCA members feel that restricting access would hurt the youth involvement.
SCCA would like to thank the college students who setup a tour of the new fisheries and training areas of the SUNY Cobleskill College. Kristi Confortin did an excellent job of explaining the different areas and how they were used. 
News Item: This is from an Obama Executive order.  If you own an AR-15, or any rifle that shoots .223 and/or 5.56…  Better buy up every last round you can lay your hands on.  Because it’s about to be banned.  Essentially, they want to ban commonplace M855 ball ammunition and label them as “armor piercing ammunition.” BATFE is accepting comments from the general public on this; be sure to flood their snail mail with hand written comments or phone calls & fax messages:

Denise Brown  ATTN: AP Ammo Comments; Mailstop 6N-602; Office of Regulatory Affairs, Enforcement Programs and Services; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives; 99 New York Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20226

 Or their phone lines: (202) 648-7070 or their fax lines: (202) 648-9741

 You need to hurry; they’re only accepting comments until 16MAR15.  Don’t let them win this one.
Corrections to last month’s SCCA newsletter – New land purchases by NYDEP exceeded 4000 acres, mostly in Delaware County, not NYSDEC.  Alcove Reservoir is communicating with NYSDEC to consider shore line fishing for a couple of years leading to boat access, no parking on along Rte. 146, nothing has been finalized to date.  
Hunter Safety tentative dates for the Spring Sportsman Educational Program:

Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club - April 4th: Trapper 8am-4pm

April 10 & 11: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm, April 18th: Bow Safety 8am-4pm

April 24& 25: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: May 1st &2nd: Hunter Safety 6pm- 9:30pm/8am - 4pm. May 8th: Bow Safety 8am -4pm. 
Snowmobile Safety Class on Feb28th from 9AM – 6PM @ the Lansing Manor located near the NY Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center sponsored by the Summit Sno-Riders snowmobile club. POC Donna Rivenburg - 518-287-1961.  
Ice Fishing Derbies: There were close to thirty brave ice fishing anglers along with 6 youths who attended the first weekend of our ice fishing derby, January 31.  All the youths received prizes and several fish were caught. On the February 7 West Fulton Rog & Gun club had about the same number adults with a few more youths showing up. On February 14 Richmondville Fish & Game Club held a derby @ Bear Gulch Lake near Summit. The attendances were down because of the 45 MPH winds and close to 3foot of snow on the ice made it very difficult.  On February 21st the SUNY Cobleskill students will sponsor another derby at the same location, 7AM to 1 PM
SCCA Dues are due January 2015. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a
SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual 
dues are $10 annually. SCCA had 18 clubs who paid Association dues last year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mail to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.     

  NYS DEC Summer Camps (Colby, DeBruce, Rushford, and Pack Forest) Camp registration will begin on January 21, 2015 at 10:00 AM. DEC camps combine environmental education, sportsman education and outdoor fun. Camps use a fun, hands-on approach to teach about the environment. Campers learn outdoor skills as well as the essentials of backpacking, camping and canoeing. Campers come away with a life-long passion for nature and a dedication to stewardship of our natural resources. SCCA will continue to sponsor youths who wish to attend. Proof of registration and camp completion is required for SCCA sponsorship. The cost of the camp is $350 per individual. Camp starts on June 29, 2015 and goes until August 16, 2015. A camp session runs Sunday through Saturday. Online registration website:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html 

$2000 COYOTE HUNT :The 8th Annual Coyote Hunt Contest sponsored by the Federation Of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County, NY Inc. was held on February 6, 7, 8,  2015.  CONTEST RESULTS: 525 hunters participated in the statewide 3-day hunt and 45-coyotes were taken, 23-females & 22-males. Derek Rollins of Edmeston, NY hunting in Otsego County brought in the heaviest coyote a 48.80 lb. male. He hunted with the use of dogs and used a .223 cal. rifle. Derek received a check for $2,500 that included $2,000 for the heaviest, $200 for the heaviest on Sunday & $300 for three (3) more coyotes entered. Billie West (female) from Elizaville, NY hunting in Columbia County brought in the heaviest coyote on Friday a 46.35 lb. male. She hunted over bait & used a 7MM.08 cal. rifle. She received a check for $300 that included $200 for the heaviest on Friday and $100 for getting the heaviest coyote of female hunters in the hunt. President of the Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County Jack Danchak emceed the banquet and thanked everyone for coming and said he is looking forward to seeing everyone next year at this great hunt. www.sullivancountysportsmensfederationny.com
Wildlife Management Task Force: A meeting was held on Feb 10th at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitor’s Center. Brian Saez reported that Lynn Hait, who was the NYPA Regional Director retired last November. Brian has been promoted into Lynn’ position. Brian reviewed all the repairs which the storm Irene had cause to the upper & lower reservoirs. He told of the new Security Building which has been built by the North Gate. Of the four new Generators transformers purchased, one failed. It has been repaired and two backup generators have been purchased. Also an electrical feed has been installed from the power house to the spillway to supply electrical power for opening & closing the gates if the electrical power from National Grid fails. The Life Extension Project is now complete.  The NYPA has employed an average of 153 employees during the last year. Samantha Van Ness gave a review of the past & future events for 2014/2015.  33,000 people visited the Visitor’s Center during 2014. NYPA will continue to partner with Minekill State Park for the 11 events scheduled for 2015. With the relaxing of the boating access procedure they have seen a big increase of usage for the upper & lower reservoirs even with the required cleaning process to stop invasive species. During the 5K run last October $2500.00 was raised for the Middleburgh Library. Rob Daly gave an update on the Blenheim/Gilboa relicensing. Final plan is due next week when the application can be finalized. New license begins May of 2019, could be a 30 to 50 year license. FERC will make that decision. Sean Wellman reported on the fish stocking program. Positive feedback from anglers on the upper reservoir and the waters below the spillway. NYPA will continue with their fish stocking of Tiger Trout & Walleye with SUNY Cobleskill. Plans to continue working with the college students. They had an increase in the number of Archery hunting permits last fall. Have seen 20 to 25 bald eagles at once near the lower reservoir. The fishing access reopened last fall near the spillway after the biggest share of the construction was completed. We did discuss the possibility of installing a camera but there are no near eagle nesting near the Visitor’s Center.  Also discussed gun hunting on the 77 acres of NYPA lands across Route 30 from Visitor’s Center, which we were told that there isn’t any plans for that in the near future. John Lowe, manager @ Minekill has moved on and Chris Kenyon is taking over. He mentions the 50’ Sledding hill and the ice skating ring which is open from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM daily.            
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 25th @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
New York Revolution- New York Revolution (NYR) declares April 15th, 2015 as Non-Compliance Day. This day is in response to the New York S.A.F.E Act (legislation strictly regulating gun use and ownership). On this day we invite all citizens to stay home from work, participate with family and friends, and not generate any commerce (no buying and selling). NYR is willing to take a stand in opposition to unconstitutional laws. NYR is comprised of concerned citizens who have formed a grass roots organization to inform the public of constitutional issues in New York State to mobilize citizens to action. The S.A.F.E. Act was passed with little regard to public opinion and continues to erode our 2nd Amendment rights by invading privacy and gun confiscation for citizens.
 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education: SCOPE did hold a meeting Feb. 12th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club where nominations of officers were held. Nominations were Austin Czechowski or John Walsh for Chairman, Russ Marlow for Treasurer, still need a Secretary. There were 51 in attendance along with Schoharie County Sheriff, Tony Desmond and Pete Vroman from Montgomery County who ran for the NYS Assembly last fall. Tony reviewed the big increase in the number of Pistol Permit applications in December & January (35% to 50%) increase over this time last year. He discussed the requirements for the Safe Act pistol permit recertification which needs to be completed by Jan 31 2018. He mentioned that if you currently have a pistol permit, don’t do anything stupid, getting arrested will probably cause you to lose your permit and all your guns.  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  Next meeting will be on March 19th @ 6:30 PM, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill State Park is the namesake of Mine Kill Falls, the signature, 80-foot terraced waterfall that regularly mesmerizes visitors to the park. Mine Kill Falls feature a scenic hiking trail (part of the Long Path) from the parking lot down to its base. In addition, visitors get to enjoy a bird's eye view of the waterway along the platforms near the top of the trail. Hikers will thoroughly enjoy Mine Kill's 8 miles of trails, including a 4-mile segment of Long Path. On March 7th there will be a HWA Survey from 11-3pm, on Mar.14th there will be a Backyard Maple Syrup demonstration, Apr. 19 Eagle Festival and Apr. 25 the Earth Day Festival. For those who would like to extend their visit, nearby Max V. Shaul State Park is a small, quiet camping area with 30 wooded tent and trailer sites, picnic grounds, a state of the art playground and boat access along the Schoharie Creek.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: SUNY Cobleskill will invite the public for their Wild Life Festival on April 25, 2015 which will be held at the Cobleskill Park. The Chapter is holding a raffle, drawing on Feb 28th, Prize is an iPad Air2 64 GB Wi-Fi with Life Proof  Case: Nuud, Tickets $5 ea. Or 5 for $20. A youth fish derby is scheduled. Many vendors along with NWTF, SCCA, and Trout Unlimited will be available with displays. A NWTF booth is planned for youth to practice target shooting.  

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The club will host a Snowmobile Safety Class on Feb. 28th from 9AM – 6PM @ the Lansing Manor located near the NY Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month.  

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club had two youth pheasant hunts last fall. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds. DEC donated 102 birds too.  
 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. Club is selling Raffle tickets, $5 each or 5 for $20. Prize is 22 caliber Silver Eagle Henry Rifle with an octagon barrel. The drawing will be held on March 30 at Mike’s Gun Shop located in Cobleskill. For tickets contact:  Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. NWTF banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill in April. 

 Summit Conservation Club: Stuffed Pizza on Mar 14th, April 18th, from 12 noon to 7PM. Stuffed Pizza on Mar 15th, April 19th, from 12 Noon to 4PM. Pancake Breakfast on Mar 1st, April 12th, mornings 8AM  to 12 Noon. Also on March 28th  will serve Chicken & Biscuits 4PM-7PM Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie County Trappers: April 4th - 8am-4pm : New York Trappers educational Course @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715
Guan-Ho-Ha Fish & Game Club: Spring Turkey Gun/Cash Raffle, tickets $10 each, May 1st through May 10th drawing based on NYS Daily evening “3 digit” Lottery number as drawn straight. For tickets contact Bob Hafler 382-1254 or Ray Gawlas 372-2357   

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. On March 14th the Clearwater Chapter will hold its 43rd Annual Banquet at the Century House located @ 997 New Loudon Rd. (RTE 9), Latham, NY 12110. Doors open @ 4 PM, Diner served @ 6 PM. Reservations available in advance, mailed by March 6th. $45.00 each adult, POC Mike & Kim Walchko – 244 Quarry St. Cobleskill, NY 12043 Make checks out to Clearwater Trout Unlimited. Any questions call 518-234-4192. There will be live & silent auctions, door prizes, card raffles, bucket raffles and Local Art for sale Grand Prize drawing “The Blackjack” carbon fiber canoe by Hornbeck Boats w/rowing package. Tickets are $5 ea. Or 5 tickets for $20. Contact - Scott Parker 894-4662 (sgparker@nycap.rr.com) for canoe tickets.  You need not to be present to win. Do you own or manage land along a stream? The Hudson Estuary Trees for Tribs Program offers free native trees and shrubs for planting along the tributary streams in the Hudson River Estuary watershed. We are looking for new sites for plantings. Our staff can help you create a planting plan and work with your volunteers on-site during planting. Trees for Tribs are now accepting applications for Spring 2015 planting projects. Watershed groups, land trusts, and other environmental organizations are encouraged to apply. Applications received by March 1, 2015will be given preference. For more information about the program including project guidelines and applications, please visit the DEC website, www.dec.ny.gov/lands/43668.html or contact the Hudson River Estuary Program's Stream Buffer Coordinator, Beth Roessler at (845) 256-2253, or HudsonEstuaryTFT@dec.ny.gov. 

Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held April 2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for nomination of officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The Catskill Mountain Whitetails Unlimited Chapter has an event;  Hunters Night Out on Saturday, March 14th 2015 @ Villa Vosilla Boutique Resort, 6302 Main St. Tannersville, NY Tickets available $50 single; $35 spouse; $35 Junior (15 & under)  – Christian Hartman 518-937-2085 or online at www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting on Mar 19, LPN Directors meeting @ Schoharie Library on Bridge St. at 6:00. All members welcome to attend. Some of the hikes coming up are: Mar 21 First Full Day of Spring hike. Leader’s choice, call Dan for details; Apr 11 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan; Apr 22 Earth Day, prep work day for the bridge project, contact Mark; May 16 Leader’s choice hike TBD, Leader: Don; May 30 Huntersfield Ridge Lean-to maintenance, contact Mark for the details (see story on front); June 6 National Trails Day, Mine Kill State Park bridge construction project. Come out and join us! contact Mark; June 20 LP hike in Mine Kill State Park & over the new bridge, about 5 miles, leader: Clarence; July 11 LP Section 19 hike, Phoenicia, 5-6 mile part of the new trail. Leader: Steve; July 25 Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in with four more applications read at February’s meeting, 31 in attendance.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse)  All the new window have been installed in Archery building. Youth Archery is well underway with over 80 kids shooting between 9AM – 12 Noon.  The club has purchased 20 new bows for the youth classes. Adult Archery leagues is also about half over ending at the end of March. The Pavilion near the Rifle range is being considered for a new roof with material cost close to $1,100. The light fixtures in the club house and kitchen are also being considered for replacement along with 15 new folding tables. Repairs to the septic system are also being done. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Eddy Eagle program at the club on March 28th.  Fish Derby for 2015 – June 13th.  Club is sponsoring two youths for NYS DEC Youth camps. Membership approved a new pistol league which will shot on Tuesdays during the day, POC will be Ted Streck.  Special class will be presented at 6:30 PM before next month’s meeting reminding club members how to deal with children for our own protection.  This is a follow up on the class given last year. Membership also discussed adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’.
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The Club members has been sponsoring the Tim Murphy Run for the past twenty years and voted to continue. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on February 26th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill College, Curtis Mott building. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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