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                      SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill
on February 26, 2015
                            Vice President Dave Wood called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 21 in attendance including 10 students. Clubs represented were White-

                 tails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF, Trout Unlimited,
West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile

Club and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society plus American Fisheries Society.  Jan-Feb minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Hendrick, seconded by Mark Hotaling. The treasurer’s report for February was approved with a motion from Carl Stefanik, seconded by Glen Patterson. 
One of the college students gave a briefing on the talk of Dr. Gary Alt, from California originally, highlighted his career as a Wildlife Manager, and promoted the antler restriction program in Pennsylvania as well as other states. He was also heavily involved with the Black Bear Management Programs.       
Membership approved the purchase of two new kayaks ($1000). Doug & Dave will pick them up. Talked about possibly holing a SCCA fishing derby during the summer months.  A discussion was reviewed about setting up a shooting tend during the Cobleskill fair event by NWTF members. 

Devan Fortman, a SUNY Cobleskill student gave a presentation on Coyote Vocalization Studies which he did last summer & early fall. Using a recording having 11 different thymes. From a long howl to a group yip sound coyotes locate one another and defend their territories. He had two different calling boxes, one which he constructed himself. On his best night he had seven different coyotes in one night from 3 different groups.  Coyotes don’t bark much during full moon because they can see better. Rainy weather reduces barking also. Information will be used for control health of populations and as a management tool. 
SCCA received five scholarship applications from SUNY students which will be reviewed by the SCCA officers and BOD. 
Sportsmen Show: Saturday April 11th 9AM -4PM, @ Fusion Community Church 375 North Grand St. Cobleskill, NY. Benefit “The Joshua Project” POC is Tina Hotaling 518-234-8339   
Hunter Safety tentative dates for the Spring Sportsman Ed Program:

Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club - April 4th: Trapper 8am-4pm

April 10 & 11: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm, April 18th: Bow Safety 8am-4pm

April 24& 25: Hunter Safety 6pm-9:30pm/8am-4pm

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: May 1st &2nd: Hunter Safety 6pm- 9:30pm/8am - 4pm. May 8th: Bow Safety 8am -4pm. 
Ice Fishing Derbies:  On February 21st the SUNY Cobleskill students will sponsor another derby on the Franklin Vlaie. There was a pretty good crowd but no fish were biting. They tried all over the pond, with 18” thick ice. About 20 Boy Scouts from Lawyersville with 10 adults tried their luck that day too.  Everyone had a good time.  
SCCA Dues are due January 2015. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a
SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual 
dues are $10 annually. SCCA have received about 10 Association dues so far.  Please send them in; forms were sent out last month to each club. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We have received about twenty five so far who have paid their $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. There are some NYS DEC representatives and Fish & Wildlife Management Board members who also receive the SCCA newsletter along with our local Town Supervisors and State Representatives in the Senate & Assembly.      

  NYS DEC - New Striped Bass Limits - Effective March 17, 2015

 New York State is committed to maintaining a healthy stock of striped bass for both recreational and commercial fishing.  To comply with the Atlantic States Marine Fishery Commission’s (ASMFC) mandated 25-percent harvest reduction, effective March 17, 2015, the New York State  Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has established  limits that will allow the striped bass stock to recover more quickly. These limits are:

 Recreational: Marine and Coastal district (south of the George Washington Bridge): 1 fish, 28 inches or larger, during the Apr. 15 – Dec. 15 season

 Hudson River (all tributaries north of George Washington Bridge and all inland waters): 1 fish, 18-28 inches OR 1 fish larger than 40 inches during the Apr. 1 – Nov. 30 season

 Delaware River: 1 fish, 28 inches or larger (no closed season) 

Commercial: The commercial quota was reduced by 25%.  A slot limit of 28-38 inches during the Jun. 1 – Dec. 15 season are the new limits.

New York also recommends the use of “circle-hooks” while fishing for stripers. This reduces the mortality of released fish.

NOTE: Anadromous river herring regulations remain the same for the Hudson River. The possession ban remains only for the Marine and Coastal District and all other waters in New York State. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Peter Innes (Natural Resource Supervisor – Region 4) reported that final release summary of the Open Space Plan should be available by 1st of March with late revisions by late 2015/early 2016. He also reported that the NYS is increasing lumber sales for State owned forest (Large timbers Sales only because of cost to state contracts). Of the six projects slated for 2014 – Goodyear Lake car top boat launch completed, Colliersville Fish Access boat slide completed, another car top boat launch for Goodyear Lake to be completed this year, and the project at Looking Glass Pond to be completed this year. This year’s projects if approved will be another estimated $800,000, Thomson Lake, Albany Co. – refurbish boat launch; Caster Falls – Observation Deck construction, Franklin Vlaie, Schoharie Co.  – Docks for handicapped access & duck blinks; Colligate Lake, Green Co. – Trail for access; Fingerlake Trail, Delaware Co. – Needs repair. Jerome Fraine (Wildlife Manager – Region 4) provided information concerning lead ammo vs. non-lead ammo because of the number of eagles poisoned by lead. Today’s harder copper and other alloy bullets & slugs typically remain intact on impact, transferring more energy to the target by folding downward into “pedal” that greatly expand the surface area. The result is very effective, quick, humane kill and more edible, uncontaminated meat. This change would cause an increase of cost of ammo. Sportsmen feel we need more scientific information on the lead poisoning of birds to back of need of changes. He reported on the number of test samples conducted for CWD. Region 4 required 371pts vs. 448 pts taken – state wide required 3000 pts. For each yearling 1 point, compared to 3 points for a 3 year old deer. He reported on the Fisher Management Plan which cut back season dates (46 to 22 days in Northern Zone, making attempts to open other areas permitting one fisher per season. Open public comment period for 30 days closing 3/21. On the turkey banding, Region 4 banded 76 hens. Hunting fatalities last fall, totaling one which was squirrel hunting and 23 incidents injuries – 2nd best record for NYS’s history of hunting. Chris VanMarren (Fish Manager – Region 4) reported new State fishing regulations in effect on 4/1/15, reported new kayak slide access on Goodyear Lake near Colliersville, eastern side of the lake near the state owned property. He reviewed the 6th Ice fishing derby on Otsego Lake – over 100 in attendance, one 27” lake trout caught but very few other fish caught during the event. Reported 6 Mile Waterworks, Albany Co.  – No ice fishing allowed. Captain Matt Jacoby, (Division of Law Enforcement) reported the department is down 66 officers (6 in Region 4), the department needs to have a new ECO class to fill vacancies (in 3 months 35 more officers become eligible for retirement). Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources Director, Patricia Riexinger thanked Tim Duffy and the Division of Law Enforcement for their continued co-operation with the Department of Fish & Wildlife. DEC Staff is down 90 employees. She also reported that a new committee was being formed to help with the purchase of more WMU areas by using Pitman Robertson and Division funds. ($22 Million for NYS from Pittman Roberson) For every $3 used the state must come up with $1 from Conservation Fund for DEC’s use. By using Habitat Capital Fund account and Lifetime license account, more funding is available from Pittman Robertson Funds.  18 new hires, (2 in Region 4) to help with lumber sales. Because of the fact that 63% of NYS land area is covered with forest we need to reduce this and add more wildlife habitat areas by clear cutting. This will bring revenue back to the department though lumber sales and increase license sales because of more wildlife to hunt. Most of our forest are entering the final third of their natural life cycles, but in many parts of the state, are not regenerating the desirable tree species and native understory vegetation that will serve the needs of citizens, wildlife or the forest products industry in the future. We need to turn this around.  Paul Lenz, NYC Environmental Protection – (DEP) – Opened 50,000 acres in Delaware Co and 14,000 acres in Green Co. for hunting, fishing, hiking, trapping along with two year pilot program for electric trolling motors for kayaks, canoes, rowboats, sculls use on Cannonsville reservoir,  must be steamed cleaned/inspected before entering water. DEP is also allowing pheasant stocking, allowance of snowmobile usage, deer management permit program and  ramping up on forestry projects. They also are starting a Wounded Warrior’s program, a youth mentor program for deer management. They would like ideas from Sportsmen to gain access and partnership. He thanks the sportsmen for their help in policing their lands.  Lance Robertson, State Bd (FWMB) Chairman, reported that are trying to get NYS Legislation to pass a law to eliminate back tags, only two state left which have this requirement. Funding could be put to a better usage. 800,000 tags, expensive to print. License tags are staying the same color.  Reported on CWD proms – end importing deer from outside states and only allow synthetic scent for hunter’s use. He discussed the bylaws for the board. Reported on the state paid for fishing access (PFR) and how they need updating (Signage).  Another $4 million in 2015 state budget for Hatcheries upgrades.  Alan Rosa resigned from Conservation Fund Advisory Board; Alan represented Region 4 and was appointed by NYS Governor. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on April 22nd @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The State Board (FWMB) will hold its Spring meeting on March 26th in Herkimer, NY. 
New York Revolution- New York Revolution (NYR) declares April 15th, 2015 as Non-Compliance Day. This day is in response to the New York S.A.F.E Act (legislation strictly regulating gun use and ownership). On this day we invite all citizens to stay home from work, participate with family and friends, and not generate any commerce (no buying and selling). NYR is willing to take a stand in opposition to unconstitutional laws. NYR is comprised of concerned citizens who have formed a grass roots organization to inform the public of constitutional issues in New York State to mobilize citizens to action. The S.A.F.E. Act was passed with little regard to public opinion and continues to erode our 2nd Amendment rights by invading privacy and gun confiscation for citizens. It is important to mention the legislative and law enforcement support we have against the N.Y. S.A.F.E. Act: 1). 53 of the 62 counties in NYS have passed resolutions that demand repeal of the SAFE Act; 2). The New York Sheriff's Association, various police unions across the state, as well as the Saratoga County Sheriff's and the Albany Police Unions have spoken out against the SAFE Act; 3). There are more than 130,000 signatures on NYS senator Kathy Marchione's petition to repeal the SAFE Act; 4). 13 state senators and 28 assemblymen have introduced legislation to amend or repeal the SAFE Act in an attempt to protect their constituents from prosecution under this law. 
Special Note: Tuesday March 17 was another Albany Lobby Day – WE were there – Please contact albel1@aol.com for info and/or literature – thanks! Don’t Quit – Keep Pushing....please ask your state Senate and Assembly reprs. for their support.   

•       66% or 14 of the 21 members of the Senate leadership positions are Sponsors of FULL Repeal of the Safe Act. 

•       In addition 7 of the 16 members of the Senate codes committee are sponsors of FULL Repeal of the Safe Act. 

•       That does not include all sponsors or all Senators who have pledged to vote for FULL Repeal of the Safe Act.   

It “IS” within the realm of possibility for a: Super Majority FULL Repeal of the Safe Act in the Senate! 
NOTE: We are also very close to a big majority in the Assembly – Strong support still coming in – stay tuned. 

With YOUR help WE could obtain a historic high Senate majority for FULL Repeal of the Safe Act. 

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.
 Stephen Aldstadt - President SCOPE Inc; Paloma  A. Capanna - Attorney @ Policy Analyst; William Gibson - Legislative Director; John Prendergast - Chairman of Board  Co. of Supervisors; Mike Mastrogiovanni - Board of Directors  SCOPE NY;

Dave  Goslyn - Co-Chair Capitol District SCOPE;  Austin Czechowski - Co-Chair Schoharie Co. committee;  Kevin Sisson - Co-Chair  Schoharie Co. Committee;  Next Schoharie Co. Scope Chapter meeting will be on March 19th @ 6:30 PM, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Apr. 19 Eagle Festival and Apr. 25 the Earth Day Festival. For those who would like to extend their visit, nearby Max V. Shaul State Park is a small, quiet camping area with 30 wooded tent and trailer sites, picnic grounds, a state of the art playground and boat access along the Schoharie Creek.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: Duck Unlimited students plan a clean ups at the Cobleskill Holding Pond along with repairing the sign where access is controlled. The DU members plan on a banquet on April 2 @ Bouck Ball Room, $35 fee for registration & diner. POC is Dan Hannon 845-820-6346.   College students are starting up a Bass Club. SUNY Cobleskill will invite the public for their Wild Life Festival on April 25, 2015 which will be held at the Cobleskill Park. A youth fish derby is scheduled. Many vendors along with NWTF, SCCA, and Trout Unlimited will be available for questions with displays. A NWTF booth is planned for youth to practice target shooting.  

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The club will host a Snowmobile Safety Class on Feb. 28th from 9AM – 6PM @ the Lansing Manor located near the NY Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check our website and try web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club had two youth pheasant hunts last fall. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds. DEC donated 102 birds too.  
 Schoharie County Pistol League: Last shoot March 11th, Banquet April 1st. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. Club is selling Raffle tickets, $5 each or 5 for $20. Prize is 22 caliber Silver Eagle Henry Rifle. The drawing will be held on March 30 at Mike’s Gun Shop located in Cobleskill. For tickets contact:  Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. NWTF banquet will be held on April 11th  4:30 PM diner @ 6 PM at the Best Western in Cobleskill. 5 guns for raffles, $30 fee for registration with diner. April 1st is deadline for Early Bird special. 
 Summit Conservation Club: Stuffed Pizza on April 18th, from 12 noon to 7PM. Stuffed Pizza on April 19th, from 12 Noon to 4PM. Pancake Breakfast on April 12th , mornings 8AM  to 12 Noon. Also on March 28th they will serve Chicken & Biscuits 4PM-7PM Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Saturday, April 4th, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held April 13th  2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for nomination of officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 191.  Mar 19 LPN Directors meeting @ Schoharie Library on Bridge St. at 6:00. All members welcome to attend. Some of the hikes coming up are: Apr 11 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan; Apr 22 Earth Day, prep work day for the bridge project, contact Mark; May 16 Leader’s choice hike TBD, Leader: Don; May 30 Huntersfield Ridge Lean-to maintenance, contact Mark for the details (see story on front); June 6 National Trails Day, Mine Kill State Park bridge construction project. Come out and join us! contact Mark; June 20 LP hike in Mine Kill State Park & over the new bridge, about 5 miles, leader: Clarence; July 11 LP Section 19 hike, Phoenicia, 5-6 mile part of the new trail. Leader: Steve; July 25 Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Four new members voted in with three more applications read at March’s meeting, 31 in attendance.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse) Black Powder shoot April 12th @11AM. 22 Meat shoot on Mar 22, 11AM.  Youth Archery is almost finished with over 80 kids shooting between 9AM – 12 Noon.  Adult Archery leagues will finish by end of March. The Pavilion near the Rifle range will get a new roof with material cost close to $1,100. The light fixtures in the club house and kitchen are being replaced. Repairs to the septic system are also being done. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Eddy Eagle program at the club on March 28th.  Fish Derby for 2015 – June 13th.  Club is sponsoring two youths for NYS DEC Youth camps. Membership approved a new pistol league which will shot on Tuesdays during the day, POC will be Ted Streck.  Special class was presented reminding club members how to deal with children for our own protection.  This is a follow up on the class given last year. Membership also discussed adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’.
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The Club members has been sponsoring the Tim Murphy Run for the past twenty years and voted to continue. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on March 26th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill College, Curtis Mott building. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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