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                                                                                         SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill
on April 23, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 26 in attendance including 14 students. Clubs represented were 
                   Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners,
 Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society, American Fisheries Society and Ducks Unlimited.  Mar – April minutes were approved with a motion from Ray Zeh, seconded by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for April was approved with a motion from Ray Zeh, seconded by Dave Wood. To date we have received six Dorwin Hamm Scholarship applications. Only one presentation so far but data is still being collected by several students who will do their presentations in the fall. After each presentation a check for $250 will be given to each student.  Devin Fortman gave a presentation on the use of scent-baited hair snares to measure coyote abundance at two sites in Duanesburg and Esperance comparing visitation rates between the two sites and comparing the effectiveness of two types of coyote scent lure. He also monitored the snares with trail cameras. Carl Stefanik reported no changes to the parking issues at Cobleskill Holding Pond. NYS DEC is still looking at constructing a parking area outside the gate.  In reviewing the access issue of the Hudson Pond located on the East side of I-88, NYS DEC did offer the land to SUNY Cobleskill College but the college declined because of the cost and liability issues.    

Trout Stocking – Correction - Schoharie County: The NYS DEC trout stocking truck did show up at the Gilboa Post Office at 11AM on April 27. Areas stocked; West Kill Stream - 430 small yearling brown trout, Mallet Pond – 190 small yearling brown trout and 230 small yearling rainbow trout, Cobleskill Holding Pond – 170 Brown Trout 9” yearling, 200 rainbow trout 9” yearling, 230 brown trout two year old.  Total trout stocked in Schoharie was 1440 fish.       

Kayak Raffle: The membership sold over $500 worth of Kayak tickets at the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife Festival on April 25. Thanks go out to Carl Stefanik, Liz Rinehart, Doug Handy, Mark Hotaling, Glen Patterson, Joel Oliver and several college students who helped setup and remove the material to and from the SCCA booth at the fairgrounds. Any member who would like to help sell some tickets please contact Mike Zeh  518-265-4961.  Tickets are available for $1 each or 6 for $5. Send in a check to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035 and I will send the tickets back to you.  
SCCA Dues are due January 2015. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA have received ten $30 Association Dues so far this year.  Please send them in; forms were sent out in the March mailing to each club. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We have received thirty seven Individual Memberships so far this year who have paid their $10 annual dues this year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. There are some NYS DEC representatives and Fish & Wildlife Management Board members who also receive the SCCA newsletter along with our local Town Supervisors and State Representatives in the Senate & Assembly.      

New York State DEC: DEC Announces 2014 Deer Take Results - DEC: 2014-15 Deer Harvest Similar to Previous Year

Hunters harvested approximately 238,670 deer during the 2014-15 hunting seasons, slightly less than the statewide take the previous year, state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.

"Regulated deer reduces the negative impacts of deer on forests, communities and crop producers while also providing over 10 million pounds of high quality local protein annually," said Commissioner Martens. "Governor Cuomo's NY Open for Fishing and Hunting Initiative expands hunting opportunities statewide for sportsmen and sportswomen by improving access, streamlining fishing and hunting licenses and reducing license fees."

The estimated 2014-15 deer take included 130,068 antlerless deer (adult females and fawns) and 108,604 adult bucks (1.5 years or older). Statewide, this represents a very stable antlerless harvest (up by 1 percent) and only a minor decrease in buck harvest, down 5 percent from 2013 and 2 percent from the recent 5-year average. Regionally, hunters in the Northern Zone took 29,075 deer, including 16,727 adult bucks. In the Southern Zone, hunters took 206,106 deer, including about 90,702 adult bucks. The estimated harvest on Long Island (Suffolk County) was 3,491 deer, including 1,175 adult bucks.
Youth Deer Hunt - This year marked New York's third annual Youth Deer Hunt, held over Columbus Day Weekend. During the annual Youth Deer Hunt, following mandatory safety training, 14 and 15-year-old junior hunters could take one deer, antlered or antlerless, with a firearm when properly accompanied by a licensed and experienced adult mentor. An estimated 9,033 junior hunters participated in the 2014 Youth Deer Hunt, resulting in 1,182 deer taken (618 adult bucks and 564 antlerless deer). A photo gallery showcasing successful junior hunters is available on DEC's website.

Hunters Continue Trends to Voluntarily Reduce Harvest of Young Bucks - In 2014, only 52 percent of the bucks taken in areas without antler restrictions (48 percent statewide) were 1.5 years old, compared to 67 percent in 2000 and 72 percent in the early 1990s. As a result, even though the statewide buck harvest dropped slightly from the past few years, hunters in 2014 took an estimated 56,247 bucks aged 2.5 years or older, more than ever before.

Crossbows - Hunters were once again able to use crossbows for deer hunting in 2014, and an estimated 5,535 deer were taken with a crossbow. The new law in 2014 allowed hunters, 14 years and older, to use crossbows during a portion of the early bowhunting seasons and throughout the regular firearms season and muzzleloader seasons. Formerly in 2011 and 2012, crossbows were lawful only during the regular firearms season and late muzzleloader seasons, and take by crossbows averaged only 465 deer those years.

Deer harvest data are gathered from two main sources: harvest reports required of all successful hunters, and DEC staff's examination of nearly 15,200 harvested deer at check stations and meat processors. Statewide harvest estimates are made by cross-referencing these two data sources and calculating the total harvest from the reporting rate for each zone and tag type. Additional information about the 2014-15 deer harvests, including charts and maps describing the harvest, is available on DEC's website.
	2014 Deer Harvest Comparison

	
	2014
Total
	2013
Total
	Previous 5-Year Average
(2009-2013)

	Total Take
	238,672
	243,567
	233,556

	Adult Male
	108,604
	114,716
	110,546

	Adult Female
	90,321
	88,634
	85,301

	Antlerless
	130,068
	128,851
	123,011

	Deer Management
Permits Issues
	671,782
	650,472
	563,090

	Deer Management
Permit Take
	100,381
	98,945
	92,013

	Deer Management
Assistance Program
Take
	12,627
	12,285
	11,144

	Muzzleloader
	15,071
	14,970
	16,938

	Bowhunting
	35,388
	36,676
	35,657

	Crossbow
	5,535
	NA
	-

	Youth Hunt
	1,182
	1,275
	-


Governor Cuomo's NY Open for Fishing and Hunting Initiative is an effort to improve recreational opportunities for sportsmen and women and to boost tourism activities throughout the state. This includes streamlining fishing and hunting licenses, reducing license fees, improving access for fishing and increasing hunting opportunities in New York State. In support of this initiative, $10 million in NY Works funding has been dedicated to fish hatchery repairs and 50 new land and water access projects such as boat launches, hunting blinds, trails and parking areas.

Under the initiative, the 2015-16 Enacted Budget adds an additional $8 million for state land access projects and an additional $4 million for the state's hatcheries in NY Works funding. The Budget also creates a new capital account which along with federal Pittman-Robertson funds will be used to manage, protect and restore fish and wildlife habitat, and to improve and develop public access for fish and wildlife-related recreation.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is now accepting public comments through June 29 on three regulatory proposals for hunting and trapping of wild turkey, deer and fisher, Commissioner Joe Martens announced today. The changes cover fall turkey hunting seasons in most areas of the state; modifications of antlerless deer hunting seasons in portions of western and southeastern New York and Long Island, and changes to the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) procedures statewide; and reduction of the current fisher trapping seasons in northern New York, opening a limited new fisher trapping season in central and western New York, and clarification of general trapping regulations. Pending review of public comments on each of these proposals, some or all of the regulation changes could be in effect for fall 2015. To view proposed changes go to DEC website (http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/press.html) and look at press releases, May 19th. 

Pittman-Robertson Excise Tax - In the early 1900s, when many wildlife species were dwindling in numbers or disappearing, the firearms and ammunition industry stepped forward and asked Congress to impose an excise tax on the sale of firearms and ammunition products to help fund wildlife conservation in the United States. The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (also known as the Pittman-Robertson Act (PR)) became law in 1937. The revenue generated from the excise tax is apportioned to state wildlife agencies for conservation efforts, hunter’s education and shooting projects and programs. Since the program’s inception, over $8 billion has been collected from manufacturers and awarded to states through PR making the firearms and ammunition industry America’s largest contributor to conservation and access. Over the past 75 years, PR revenue has helped to rebuild the population of numerous species and extend their ranges farther than they were in the 1930s. How does the Pittman-Robertson Act work?  The excise tax is set at 11% of the wholesale price for long guns and ammunition and 10% of the wholesale price for handguns. The excise tax applies basically to all commercial sales and imports whether their purpose is for shooting, hunting or personal defense and is paid by manufacturers, producers and importers. The tax is currently administered by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) in the Department of the Treasury, which turns the funds over to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). How is the Pittman-Robertson Funds Allocated? USFWS then deposits the PR revenue into a special account called the Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund, which is administered by the USFWS. These funds are made available to states and territories the year following their collection. The distribution of the funds is set by a formula. First, $8 million is utilized for Enhanced Hunter Education programs, including the construction or maintenance of public target ranges. Second, $3 million is set aside for projects that require cooperation among the states. Third, one-half of the excise tax collected on handguns is set aside for Basic Hunter Education programs.  In most cases, states must match at least 25% of a project’s cost. The remainder of the trust fund is then divided in half with 50% allocated in proportion to the area of the state and 50% in proportion to the number of paid hunting licenses in the state relative to paid hunting licenses in the entire country. How large is the Pittman-Robertson Fund today? Total distributions from the Hunter Education program and Wildlife Restoration grants were $371.3 million in FY2012, and $522.6 million in FY2013.   According to USFWS data, over $8 billion has been collected since 1939. With reports of recent surges in gun and ammunition sales, substantially more funds could be available in FY2014.  What types of projects are funding by Pittman-Robertson? States use the apportioned funds to restore and manage wildlife habitat, for both game and nongame species alike, and to open and maintain access for hunting, shooting and other outdoor recreation. White-tailed deer, elk, turkey and antelope are some of the many species that have seen their populations grow as a result of Pittman-Robertson funding. Additionally, the funds deliver hunter education programs and research projects focused on critical habitat management practices. Why is Pittman-Robertson so effective? Pittman-Robertson creates a direct link between those that hunt and participate in the shooting sports and the resources needed to expand and enhance opportunities to hunt and shoot. Known as the North American model of wildlife conservation, this user pays public benefit model is extremely successful because sportsmen and women and the industries that serve them have always been willing to pay extra to enhance, expand and protect America’s hunting, shooting and conservation heritage.
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Region 4 FWMB meeting of April 22, 2015 held at the Center for Agriculture and Natural Resources, SUNY Cobleskill at 6 PM. Tour of the new facilities: classrooms, laboratories and cold/warmwater hatcheries given by three students from SUNY Cobleskill’s Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Science, immediately prior to the meeting.

Guest Speaker:  Richard Ball, NYS Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, a Schoharie County resident and owner of over 200 acres, the Schoharie Valley Farms (Carrot Barn) has been a farmer his whole life, starting on his Grandfather’s farm when he was 9 years old.  Mr. Ball explained the role of the Dept. of Ag & Mkts. With different State agencies inspecting agriculture, some State commissioners are attempting to streamline and coordinate inspections.  He talked about the benefits, advantages and plusses of agriculture in NYS, how to promote agriculture products and bringing products to NY City, some boroughs having no supermarkets. By creating the Silo Task Force, a committee looked into ways to improve the shipment of vegetables to the Bronx area. He reported that 18% of milk sales go overseas. With prices of milk dropping down and the cost of producing going up many farmers are having a hard time staying in business. He answered questions from the members, including one about opening land to recreation.  He mentioned the Audubon Society which does studies on nesting birds on agricultural lands, keeping buffers between farmland and streams, types of trees to plant.  With over 36,000 farms across NYS with lots of access issues he stated that that many farmers want game to be taken, since they can be a nuisance. Just ask. 
Presentations were given by Pete Innes, Jerry Fraine (game) and Scott Wells (fisheries).  Jerry Fraine discussed clearing out boars at a game preserve in the southern tier, a report on the 2014 deer harvest which is now available on the DEC website, many dead deer being reported, and the third year of turkey banding.

Scott Wells mentioned some changes in the fish regulations, talked about the release from Gilboa Dam, fish stocking on Monday in Schoharie County, no status on access to Alcove Reservoir.  He had some discussion on Otsego Lake and that both SUNY Oneonta and SUNY Cobleskill are involved.  SUNY Cobleskill may be trying to raise cisco/whitefish at the college hatchery.

Pete Innes reported that they hope to get the Looking Glass Pond project started this year.

Ben Casscles, student at SUNY Cobleskill, discussed the “Trees for Tribs” program and what was being done on Catskill Creek in the Albany-Greene-Schoharie county area plus the planting of freshly cut and soaked willow sticks along Brimstone Creek in the Sharon Springs area.

Each county present gave their report.  Dave McLean from Otsego County mentioned there is grant money available to get archery programs started in the public schools.  Otsego County is participating.

Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on June 24th @ 6:30 PM at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  
SCOPE – Shooters Committee on Public Education: 5/19/2015 – “SCOPE” calls for NYS Police to Amend Policy on Firearms Destruction to Conform to New U.S. Supreme Court Ruling. SCOPE called upon the Superintendent of NYS Police to immediately rescind sections of its “Field Guide” upon the news that the U.S. Supreme Court had rules that firearms owners retain their property rights to sell or transfer their guns, even in the event the owner is permanently disqualified from future use and possession of their guns.  The US Court case Henderson vs. U.S. effectively halts the arbitrary and capricious behavior of the NYS Police when it comes to destruction or forfeiture of any firearms taken into inventory for any reason.  Also “SCOPE” member Bill Robinson recently won a victory in Robinson vs. Cuomo, wherein Judge McNamara rules that NYS Police must release statistical information on the statewide registry for “assault weapons”.  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Stop by the New York Power Authority Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center (1 mile north of Mine Kill) for a chance to catch a glimpse of the majestic bald eagle. Learn all about the background of our resident raptors with an engaging presentation by NYS DEC biologist, Scott VanArsdale at 11am in the NYPA Theater. Kids and families will love making bald eagle arts and crafts with the Mine Kill environmental educators! Finish the afternoon with a guided bald eagle hike through the park at 1pm and Earth Week Celebration Saturday, April 25, 2015 10:00 AM - 03:00 PM ) Take a delightful springtime sojourn the last weekend in April to celebrate Earth Week! Learn all about renewable energy, take a hike through Mine Kill State Park, or participate in one of many Earth Week activities being offered throughout the day. For those who would like to extend their visit, nearby Max V. Shaul State Park is a small, quiet camping area with 30 wooded tent and trailer sites, picnic grounds, a state of the art playground and boat access along the Schoharie Creek.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: Duck Unlimited - Approximately $6,000 was raised/160 people in attendance at the Outdoorsmen’s Night Out banquet on 4/2/2015; Both attendance and funds raised are up from last year; overall the banquet was a great success. On 4/16/2015 TWS did host a professional mixer from 6pm-8pm in CANR; Students in Wildlife, Fisheries, and Environmental studies will have a chance to speak to professionals in the field. Local environmental professionals and Alumni will be in attendance. On 4/22/2015 the Charity Volleyball Tournament will held, the club needs 7 people to sign up in order to have a team. The proceeds of the tournament will go to the charity of the winning teams choosing. On 4/25/2015 the Annual Fish and Wildlife Festival was held in the park in town. The following activities were held; Duck wing ID table, Duck call demonstration/competition, Duck nest treasure hunt, rubber ducky race. May is the time to discuss the election of new officers. Putting new people into leadership positions early will be important in our effort to maintain continuity of our club as many of the current officers (and members) will be graduating this spring. A clean ups at the Cobleskill Holding Pond was completed in May along with repairing the sign where access is controlled. Students are starting up a new Bass Club.  

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Last shoot was March 11th, Banquet April 1st. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held on May 19. For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check our website and try web-cam.
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club had two youth pheasant hunts last fall. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds. DEC donated 102 birds too.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. A NWTF booth was setup for youth to a shooting booth for practice target shooting at the Cobleskill College Wildlife Festival on April 25.  The 22 caliber Silver Eagle Henry Rifle was won by Tracy Himme – Beards Hollow Rd. Richmondville, NY. The drawing was held on March 30 at Mike’s Gun Shop located in Cobleskill.  Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. NWTF banquet was held on April 11th at the Best Western in Cobleskill with over 80 in attendance. . 5 guns were raffled off along with a silent & live action.  
 Summit Conservation Club: Stuffed Pizza on April 18th, from 12 noon to 7PM. Stuffed Pizza on April 19th, from 12 Noon to 4PM. Pancake Breakfast on April 12th , mornings 8AM  to 12 Noon. Also on March 28th they will serve Chicken & Biscuits 4PM-7PM Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Saturday, April 4th, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held June 1st 2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for ordering the banquet package for the September banquet. With the resignations of John Bloomer, Ernie Ostrander and Ray Martin, new officers were elected; President - Raymond Zeh, Vice President - Earl Berg and Secretary - Bill Nelson. Mike Zeh will stay on as Treasurer. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. A new wildlife print was purchased for the SCCA booth display. 1-YEAR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - This category of membership is for 16-year-olds and up. As a member you will receive a membership card, special color decal and a one-year subscription to the quarterly Whitetails Unlimited Magazine. The annual dues are $25.National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 182.  Mar 19 LPN Directors meeting @ Schoharie Library on Bridge St. at 6:00. All members welcome to attend. Some of the hikes coming up are: May 30 Huntersfield Ridge Lean-to maintenance, contact Mark for the details (see story on front); June 6 National Trails Day, Mine Kill State Park bridge construction project. Come out and join us! contact Mark; June 20 LP hike in Mine Kill State Park & over the new bridge, about 5 miles, leader: Clarence; July 11 LP Section 19 hike, Phoenicia, 5-6 mile part of the new trail. Leader: Steve; July 25 Cotton Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll seal and clean it up, call Mark; Aug 8 Keleher Preserve Hike, new trails, 3-4 miles, leader: Marilyn; Aug 22 Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Next meeting will be held @ Schoharie Library – Schoharie, NY. Thursday May 21@ 6:00PM. 
NY/NJ Trail Conference -Andy is hoping to make more progress with DEP this spring and summer. The TC will be working on section maps for the LP. They will be starting with the northern sections.

Trail Supervisor Reports - Mark completed maintenance on Partridge Run last year, so he will be concentrating on Schenectady County this year. Doug Rivenburg offered to help with Partridge Run maintenance. In Schoharie County Mark reported that the bridge over Line Creek was not replaced, so the LP will have to be reblazed down route 30 this spring. Harold Guest is arranging a Route 30 cleanup on April 20. We will meet at Mrs. K’s at 8am.

In Schenectady County, Mark will be working on Featherstonehaugh State Forest and the Plotterkill. He will also check out the horse trail section.  

Report on Hikes - Marilyn’s hike had to be cancelled. Mark led a snowshoe hike at Charleston State Forest. On January 10th there was a hike at the Plotterkill with micro spikes. January 24th was the cookout hike with a hike at Cole Hill State Forest and a meal at a restaurant afterwards. On February 4th Mark led a 4 mile snowshoe hike at Featherstonehaugh. On February 21st was a combined hike with the Mohawk Alpine Hiking Club. This was 2 miles on a trail and 0.5 mile bushwhack to ice wall Vlaie.

At our last meeting Dan had mentioned spending some of our CD money on a new DR mower. Mark’s neighbor has a DR mower for sale. It is a 17 horse machine with a 5500 watt generator. It is 8 years old, with 42 hours on it. It has a new battery. The board approved the purchased. The old DR mower was sold to Middleburgh Rod & Gun for $700. 
Mine Kill Bridge Project and Lean-to Staining - Mine Kill Park has a bid on the lumber for the bridge. The funding still needs to be approved. Our club hopes to do preliminary work on the bridge on Earth Day, April 22. We need about $70 worth of iron for the bracing. Mike can get a price on that. It was approved to spend about $70 on the needed iron. We plan on helping out the TC at the end of May on staining the Huntersfield Ridge Lean-to. Our club will stain the Cotton Hill and the Rossman Hill Lean-tos later this summer. DEC has recommended using transparent Thompson’s Water Seal. It is about $64 for 5 gallons at Home Depot.

Schoharie County Tourism Grant - Mark applied for a $1000 grant to cover the cost of stone for the parking lot at Vroman’s Nose. It would buy about 80 tons of stone. Maybe we should use fabric under the stone. The grant was approved by the Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce for tourism to the Vroman’ s Nose Preservation Corporation for parking lot expansion and improvements.   
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Five new members voted in with seven more applications read at May’s meeting, 42 in attendance.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse) There was a Black Powder shoot April 12th with 16 shooters, best turn out this year. The Pavilion near the Rifle range got a new roof with material cost close to $1,158.00 on May 9th.  The light fixtures in the club house and kitchen have been replaced at cost of $2750. Repairs to the septic system are also being done including both bathrooms getting a rebuild with new fixtures. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Fish Derby for 2015 – June 13th.  Club is sponsoring two youths for NYS DEC Youth camps. Membership approved a new pistol league which will shot on Tuesdays during the day, POC will be Ted Streck.  Carl Stefanik donated two duck boxes which were placed in the two ponds. The purchase of 14 each eight foot folding tables for $1078.00 has been completed. The Boy Scouts did use the facilities on May 2nd from 10 – 2 to qualify for their archery merit badge. Club has received a pallet of clay birds for the trap shoots on Friday nights which will start up May 15th. There will be a work party to clean the cattails from the ponds in preparation of the youth fishing derby on June 6th. Attention was drawn by miss use of target equipment on the rifle shooting range. Reminded everyone that there is no crossbow shooting allowed in the indoor archery range. The application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 adding on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’ was submitted in April for review and approval. If approved we have 5 years to complete the project. This is a reimbursement so the club would have to put the money up first and then submit proof of completion and wait for a 75% refund. The club is excepting Scholarship Applications for high school seniors going into their first year of college. The student must be related to a club member such as a dependent youth or grandchildren. Application deadline is June 1st and is worth $250. Two applications will be approved. 22 Caliber Silhouette shoots are planned on June 9th & June 23rd, July 7th & July 21st, Aug 4th & Aug 18th with shooting time @ 5PM through dark. POC is John Osinski 518-827-5429.       
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The spring get together at Pee Wee’s hunting clubhouse, Rte. 30 on May 9th was attended by close to 50 members & guest.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on May 28th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  

If anyone would like to fill out the following SCCA Individual membership application I have copied it below.  I will sign as your sponsor.   The SCCA dues are $10 annually.  Send a check to P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.  
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Schoharie County Conservation Association

PO Box 325

Central Bridge, NY 12035

Application for Associate Membership

Registration for the Year: ____________________

Name of Associate Member: _____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________

Affiliated  hunting, fishing or other outdoor club:

Areas of Interest (types of outdoor activities you participate in):

Submitted by (signature): ________________________SCCA Sponsor ___________________________

Date: _______________________________

Please return this form with your $10 application fee/dues to the SCCA at the above address.  Annual dues will then be $10 for Associate members.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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