[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]|||||||||



          
                     SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill
                                      College on November  20, 2014 
                            President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of 
                      allegiance with 40 in attendance including 29 students. Clubs represented were White-

                tails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West 
Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society. Oct-Nov minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Carl Stefanik. The treasurer’s report for November was approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Don Reinhart.     
Tickets are now being sold for $5 each to club members only.  Being that the 1st prize winner chose the $500 SCCA still has the two Kayaks. The membership voted to raffle the two kayaks off and have two winners, each one winning a kayak. This is the second or third year that we have had the same kayaks and they get scratched up a little moving them from the booth out to the horses during the fair.  We will be selling $5 tickets until we have sold $1000 worth so new kayaks can be purchased for next year’s fair raffle. For tickets contact Dave Wood 518-944-8926, Mike Zeh 518-265-4961 or your club’s delegate. To date we have sold over $800.  We are planning on holding the drawing at the December SCCA meeting which will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on 12/18/14.       

We had two presentations given by SUNY Cobleskill students at the November SCCA Meeting.  The first presentation was on the trip to Pittsburgh, Penn. Where the students competed in the Environmental Quiz Bowl. The students created a new Poster for SCCA fair booth display. The second presentation was about the NASBR conference (North American Society for Bat Research) attended by four students in Albany. Some of the information presented was the Banding and mortality, Green roofs, Echolocation, Micro-CT imaging, and wing morphology. Students were able to view acoustics equipment, mist nets, radio-tags and Bat Conservation International Merchandise along with meeting several professionals with the Northeastern Cave Conservancy. Almost half the world’s mammal population is Bats. In USA there are close to 100,000 bats in a cave, in Europe they only average 300-500 in a cave. There is no white-nose disease out in the western United States. Little Brown Bats are doing better with the disease but there are still problems. Most bats have one to two pups, born in May & June, they do carry rabies, and there are nine different species in NYS of which three species migrate south for the winter.   
SCCA reviewed Times Journal article concerning the possibly limiting fishing hours of the Cobleskill Holding Pond because of the worm containers, soda & beer cans and fishing line left from sports persons. These problems mainly occur at night and on weekends when larger groups are hanging out, leaving trash and acting reckless. SCCA did meet with Joe Redmond, Cobleskill’s Water Superintendent. SCCA suggested that surveillance cameras be installed in parking areas, more police patrols by town, county, and state, SCCA involvement with trash cleanups, if gate is installed NYS DEC will install a new parking area outside of gate if a co-operative agreement can be reached with Village of Cobleskill. Because of this body of water being one of the few places that receive stocked trout from NYS, SCCA members feel that restricting access would hurt the youth involvement.  Another meeting will be setup to review issues.                  

Venison Donation Program: Don’t forget to donate your deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Collation. Anyone who donates a whole deer to the program gets their name added to a list and at the end of the 2014 season a name will be drawn from that list and will receive a brand new 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun which was donated to the Collation to promote the program by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. Last year there was 1125 lbs donated and the winner of the drawing was Norman Downing from Cobleskill. Marlow’s Meat Processing in Howe Cave – 518-296-8978 or Bleau’s Deer Processing – 518-702-5026 in Gallupville is doing the meat cutting for the program again this year.  Any questions can be answered by Willi Karlau – 518-295-7781. 
New York State Safe Act Requirement: Pistol Permit renewal by 2018: MEMORANDUM

FROM: Mike Jankowski, Wayne County Clerk; DATE: December 2, 2014

RE: NYS Police presentation on the SAFE Act Enforcement. On Tuesday November 18, 2014 at the Winter Meeting of the New York State Association of County Clerks the State Police conducted a presentation on the recertification process required under the New York State Safe Act.

Representing the State Police was: Lt. James Sherman, Tim Mylos, and Lynne Rosenzweig.

 Points of Interest:

1) A pilot of the recertification process will begin in January of 2015.

2) The Pilot Counties will be Albany, Schenectady and Fulton.

3) 500 invitations to recertify will be sent out to each of the pilot counties.

4) The invitations will direct the permit holders to a state police web site or where they can download the recertification form.

5) There will be no county seal or any other county identifier on the letters to be sent out.

6) The invitation will be to recertify immediately although recertification is not required prior to 1/31/18.
7) Recertification letters will be sent out state wide to selected groups between March-June 2015.

8) The Goal of the State police is to have as many people recertify electronically as possible.

9) Paper forms will be available for download or from the state police website or at all trooper barracks.

10) Once approved the State police will issue a plastic recertification card that will need to be carried with the permit at all times.

11) The recertification web site will only available to individuals who have already received an invitation to recertify with a user id and password.

12) The paper forms can be filed by anyone at any time.

13) The applicant’s home address will be checked against DMV records.

14) Out of State addresses will be sent to the licensing officer.

15) Any permit holder that does not have a valid NYS driver’s license or ID will be required to get one. This includes out of state residents that are permit holders.

16) Electronically there will be a save function so the recertification can be complete during more than one session.

17) Re-certification is a state police function. The County Clerks do not have a role.

18) Counties will be notified when recertification is approved.

19) Recertification discrepancies must be corrected by amendment to license at the county level. Applicants will be instructed to do so.

20) When a permit holder recertifies online they will be able to print out a receipt with a tracking number. That tracing number can then be used to check where the application is in the process.

21) If the applicant recertifies by mail they will receive a return receipt with a tracking number.

22) Lt. Sherman did not encourage the use of certified mail but it would be a proof of mailing an application and proof it was received.

23) The recertification application is just like a pistol permit application without the references. The applicant is required to list all arrests, drug/alcohol treatment, mental illness or family court petition or charge.

24) The applicant lists all hand guns registered to him and this information may need to be reconciled with the state data base.

25) There are four steps to the recertification process: a. Submission of application b. Acceptance of the application c. Review/ Return for correction d. Approval/Revocation 

26) Once submitted, the recertification application will be checked against the following data bases: a. NCIC’s  b. MHL/946 c. Orders of probation d. DMV e. Parole f. Probation g. NYS wanted and missing

27) If the applicant is negative on the above checks the application is approved and the recertification cards will be issued.

28) Positives will be referred to the licensing officer for revocation or clarification

29) If the NYS Police determine that it cannot re certify the permit, the recertification is sent to the licensing officer. (Lt. Sherman indicated that a permit holder will have his entire application reviewed by the state police and the application may be referred to a licensing officer for further review even if the information disclosed on the recertification application is the same as the information provided in the initial pistol permit application. This is not limited to Federal prohibitors.

30) The Licensing officer does not have the legal authority to do anything other than revoke if there is a federal prohibitor.

31) The licensing officer would be responsible for getting a certificate of relief from disabilities for past problems that are not covered by the federal prohibitor list

32) There are three letters that are possibly sent to a permit holder seeking to recertify the pistol permit

a. Letter calling for re certification b. Letter stating permit problem to be resolved c. Letter granting recertification

33) After January 31, 2018 the law states that the failure to recertify is an automatic revocation. Likely it will fall to the licensing officer to actually revoke the permit.

34) There will be a check box on the recertification for a co-registered weapon.

35) Applicant has the option to have the information on the recertification application exempted from public disclosure.

36) According to lt. Sherman the object of the recertification process is to create a “Pristine” data base that any law enforcement official would be able to access at any time with real time information.

37) Lt Sherman stated that the pistol permit data would be linked to the DMV data base and an officer would know a pulled over vehicle was owned by a pistol permit holder.

38) Indicating a pistol permit on the face of a driver’s license is not a decision that has been made yet.

39) Their goal is to send out the first recertification letters state wide by early spring.

40) There was a power point for the presentation but Sherman said it would not be released to the clerk’s. 
$2000 COYOTE HUNT :The 8th Annual Coyote Hunt Contest sponsored by the Federation Of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County, NY Inc. will be held on February 6, 7, 8 2015. The Grand Prize of $2000 will be given for the overall heaviest coyote, $200 Daily Prize for the heaviest coyote each day, an extra $100 Prize for the Junior Hunter age 12 to 15 years old & an extra $100 for the Female Hunter weighing in the heaviest coyote. $100 each will be given for all other coyotes weighed in during the 3–day Hunt Contest. Please Note Change for 2015 - Hunt or Trapped!

This contest is for coyotes hunted or trapped & taken only in New York State. Early registration fee is $35.00. Besides the cash prizes, the entry fee includes, a free banquet dinner & a free $5.00 four gun raffle ticket. Entry fees must be post-marked by January 26, 2015. A late registration fee of $40.00 will be accepted up to 7 PM on February 3, 2015. All who wish to participate in the hunt or attend the dinner pays the same price at the time of registration. There are no dinner sales at the door. For registration and rules of the 3–day Coyote Hunt Contest contact the Federation Coyote Hunt Secy. Kay Danchak, 122 Jaketown Road, Swan Lake, NY 12783 or call Kay or Jack @ 845- 482-4987. For further information call Federation Secy. Linda @ 845-482-4985 or Pat Voges @ 631-968-8210. You can download the application from our web site: www.sullivancountysportsmensfederationny.com
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board FWMB Meeting @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on November 19th. A full report in next month’s newsletter. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 25th @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education: SCOPE will hold a meeting at 7PM on December 11th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Senator Seward & Assembly Lopez are both invited to this meeting. Questions about the phase II of the Safe Act.  Contact information is Paula Shafer – shaferpm@gmail.com .  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill State Park and the New York Power Authority Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center will be hosting its 4th annual Snow Festival on Saturday, January 31, 2015.  The event will take place again at the NYPA B-G Visitors Center in North Blenheim, beginning around 10 AM until 4 PM. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: 16 Students attended the 21st Annual TWS Conference, October 25th-30, 2014
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The team beat the University of Montana in the 1st round and then lost to Lakehead University (Canada). While there the students had a chance to see and explore some places and institutions related to wildlife in the area surrounding the conference. These included the National Aviary and Elk State Forest. The biggest reason the students go to these conferences is to Meet Professionals, Students, and Professors, for Network! Network! Network! They also gave Presentations & created posters to display representing the SUNY Cobleskill Student Chapter of TWS. Summary of Conference – Symposia of Fisher (Diets of fishers reintroduced to the central Appalachian mountains), Otter (Niche shift of mink related to otter reintroduction), Coyote (The ecological role of coyotes in NY state and Effect of coyotes on activity of local carnivores); Wolves (Winter kill rates of moose by wolves in Ontario), Bats (Management implications and evolutionary impact of white-nose syndrome), Drones (Using drones to study wildlife populations and their habitats); Poster Sessions; Working Groups (Early Career Working Group); Tradeshow; Mixers and Social Events along with the Quiz Bowl. SUNY Cobleskill is part of a 5 colleges competition who compete in the Association of Collegiate Anglers. Two student recently finished in second place weighting in a total of 15.8 lbs that included a 4.98 lbs large-month bass.       
 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds.    

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. For information contact:  Dave Hendrick Phone:  (518) 657-1787. 
Summit Conservation Club: Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710. The club plans on their breakfast & stuffed pizza soon.     

Schoharie County Trappers: Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization, Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation 55 Years.
Governor Cuomo Announces Hatchery to Reopen and Restore Trout Fishing on Connetquot River State Park.
Hatchery expected to produce 35K trout for river fishery and Long Island State Parks Albany, NY (October 23, 2014).  Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced that the Connetquot River State Park Preserve hatchery will reopen next year, helping to reinvigorate the rich trout fishing tradition on Long Island’s Connetquot River. The Environmental Protection Fund will pay for $150,000 in upgrades to the historic hatchery, which will begin this winter. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held April 2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for nomination of officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Collation. Also donated a 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill.        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 182. Some of the hikes coming up are Dec 21 First Day of Winter, Charleston State Forest, Part 5, 2-4 miles depending on snow, call Mark for info. Jan 10 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan, the leader, for details. Jan 24 Annual cabin fever cook-out & snowshoe hike, call Carol for details. Feb 7 Featherstonhaugh State Forest, 2-3 mile snowshoe hike, leaders: Mark & Carol. Feb 21 Vly & Ice Wall along Pinnacle Creek, 5 miles followed by a tailgate party, meeting at Caroga Lake PO, joint hike with Mohawk Valley Alpiners, contact Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 or Mark for more info.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Two new members voted in with two more applications read at December’s  meeting, 37 in attendance. Four  December raffle tickets were drawn for next year’s raffle. The December Raffle tickets are all sold and turned in. The profit from this raffle opens the doors to our club. Winners will be notified by our Treasurer, Rick Poquette. Thank you Jeff Lucear and Dick Price for getting the tickets out there to sellers. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The Board of Directors is reviewing the by-laws. Requirements for renting the club, changing amounts for treasurer regular spending from $150 to $500 without membership approval, changing age from 16 to 18 for membership application and adding all Club officers to list of Board of Directors. Looking at changing club to alcohol free zone. Voting on this issue at February meeting. Still need new window installations in Archery building, volunteers call Ed Labadia? Youth Archery starts again on first Saturday in January. The club has purchased 20 new bows for the youth classes. Adult Archery leagues also starting up second week in January. Pavilion roofing material will cost close to $1,100. Christmas Party will be held December 20th. Will get prices for next meeting. Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats. 
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Next meeting will be on January 6th.  The membership voted to hold their Annual dinner at the West Fulton Firehouse on December 13th. At this event all members are required to pay their annual dues of $10 and also $20 for each meal (member & guest). The club is also running a big buck contest ( archery & gun) $5 entry fee for each, must be a member.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on December 18th  @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Pizza and wings will be provided. 
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