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                  SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill 

                                College on March 27, 2014.

                     Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 28 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Wild Bore & Coon Skin Club, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Schoharie County NWTF, and several students representing the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife & Fisheries Society. March minutes were approved with a motion from Liz Reinhart seconded by Dave Simkins. The treasurer’s report for February was approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Carl Stefanik. The elections for club officers were held. Liz Reinhart was elected as President, Dave Wood was elected Vice President, Mike Zeh elected as Secretary/Treasurer. We will do the Board of Directors at the April meeting, according to the SCCA by-laws, April is the Annual Meeting. Received the resolution from the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors appointing the Fish Wildlife Management Board representatives for Schoharie County. William Smith & Amber Bleau - Legislative Representatives, Michael Zeh & Carl Stefanik – Sportsmen Representatives,  and David Wood & John Hornauer – Land Owner representatives. 
The prizes for the Kayak raffle are all set and the tickets have been picked up and are being sold. Contact Mike Zeh 265-4961 if you want to help selling tickets.  2 each Kayaks or $500 is first prize. Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve who has agreed to donate a six bird (chukar) hunt for 2nd prize, Whitetails Unlimited donated a 50 cal. Black Powder Rifle for the third prize, Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF) has promise SCCA a framed print for 4th prize, Senator Seward & Assemblyman Lopez have both promise another $100 donation each for 5th & 6th prizes, NBT And Bank of Richmondville have agreed to supply $50 gift certificates each for 7th & 8th prize. Thank you Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing for sponsoring the printing cost of the raffle tickets.

Carl Stefanik has some copies of the 2014 SCCA Activity Report for handing out at the Wildlife Festival.  

 Another area of discussion was the Management of the Schoharie Creek because of the amount of water being used for irrigation. A NYS law was passed last year to help control the amount of water that local farmers are pumping. 
SCCA will be setting up tables on April 26th for the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife Event held in the park.
SCCA membership approves the purchase of two bricks of 22 caliber bullets for the hunter safety program. Lock Stock & Barrel has already sold us one brick, will try for more as they come in.  Thank you Gary!!! 
We will have another power point presentation at this SCCA meeting on a trip the student did this past winter to Seattle Washington. 

Received a scholarship application from Jason Gagnon & Matthew Best for a project on the movement of small mouth bass in the Schoharie Creek between Central Bridge and Sloansville. 

John Vander Werff and Ben Casscles did a power point presentation on a trip to Peru in South America on the Amazon River. They had pictures of different fish, plants, insects, reptiles & wildlife at the last month’s SCCA meeting. 

March On Albany – between 3,000 and 4,000 showed up in Albany for April 1st Sportsmen and gun owners.  Shot Heard Across The United States: On April 19 SCCA is encouraging all Association club members to sponsor events at each club along with gun owners and sports men & women though out the county to shoot their firearm @ 12 Noon in a safe manor to show their support of the Second Amendment and the changing of the SAFE ACT law passed in January 2013. 
List of DEC Fish stocking for 2014 in Schoharie County. DEC will be stocking on April 25th meeting at the Gilboa post Office @10AM. The Holding Pond in Cobleskill will receive 160 Rainbow Trout 8.5 - 9.5 inches, 180 Brown Trout 8.5 - 9.5 inches, 225 Brown Trout 12 -15 inches, Mallet Pond in the town of Fulton will receive 200 Brown Trout 8 - 9 inches, 180 Rainbow Trout 8 - 9 inches, and the  West Kill in Blenheim will receive 440 Brown Trout 8 - 9 inches.          
Spring schedule for Hunter Safety Classes: 
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY - 58 certificates were awarded on April 5th. 

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club had Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY. 13 certificates were awarded on April 11th. There were 5 sign ups that did not show up for the class. 
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. 36 people have signed up for the class of April 18 and April 19, 2014 which means the class is full.  

Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club Middle fort RD, Middleburgh, NY 
Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on May 5, 2014 (7 to 8 PM) at the club. Date of course May 10, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM) Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter needs this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up.
 Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) at the Richmond Ville Fish and Game Club.  

Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on May 12, 2014 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmond Ville Municipality Building across from the Richmond Ville Fire Station. (Class limited to 30 students), May 17, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM) Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course. 


Trapping Course was held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 29th with 35 certificates awarded.

Hunter Safety Instructors Course: On May 27 @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club along with a presentation of a plaque given to Connie Barber (in honor of Raymond Barber). 

Meeting with Commissioner Joseph: A group of Sporting members (about 25) were invited for a meeting on March 27 @ the main NYS DEC office in Albany. Dave Wood and Mike Zeh were in attendances. Some of the others were Patricia Riexinger, Peter Innes, Gene Kelly, Tim Barnard, Dave McLean and Harold Palmer. Some of the items reviewed were legalizing the Crossbow, use of the crossbow during archery season, setback distance from 500 feet to 150 feet, liability issues for land owners, $6 Million funding for access across NYS in budget, $4 Million for fish Hatcheries, NYS Safe Act (number of rounds legal in a weapon-10?), modifications to an assault weapon to change classification (Good Faith modification OK), Pistol permits (Recertifying permit – not renewals), hunting & fishing License issuing agents under new program (not better – just different system), paper fishing license legal, Access to Watervliet reservoir, Otsego lake NYS boat launch, flex stocking hours for stocking fish (Saturdays so students can help), request ECOs at Hunter Safety classes, increase fines for violators (hunting & fishing), increase parking area by Franklin Vlaie Pond and change hunting hours (1/2 hour before sunrise & ½ hour after sunset).             
New York State DEC: No Detection of Chronic Wasting Disease in New York Deer. Testing of more than 2,500 samples of deer statewide found no deer infected with Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced today. CWD continues to pose a threat to New York's wild white-tailed deer as Pennsylvania discovered CWD in both captive white-tailed deer and wild, free-ranging white-tailed deer in 2012. Since 2002, DEC annually has tested hunter-harvested white-tailed deer for CWD. The last confirmed case of CWD in New York was in 2005.
DEC operates 12 fish hatcheries in New York and plans to stock more than 2.3 million catchable-size brook, brown and rainbow trout in over 309 lakes and ponds and roughly 2,900 miles of streams across the state in 2014. This year's budget also reduces short-term fishing licenses fees; increases the number of authorized statewide free fishing days to eight from two; authorizes DEC to offer 10 days of promotional prices for hunting, fishing and trapping licenses; and authorizes free Adventure Plates for new lifetime license holders, discounted Adventure Plates for existing lifetime license holders and regular fee Adventure Plates for annual license holders. 
	The Numbers are out for 2013 Bear Harvest.

	
	2013
Total
	2012
Total
	Recent
5-year Average
(2008-2012)
	Historical
Average
(1991-2000)

	Statewide
	1,358
	1,337
	1,288
	722

	Adirondack
	380
	606
	560
	515

	Central-Western
	342
	289
	231
	38

	Southeastern
	636
	442
	497
	169


Access projects totaling $6 Million in Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 2014 executive budget for over 50 access improvement projects that will benefit hunters and anglers. In Region 4 six different projects approved, Looking Glass Pond – Construct three ADA-accessible fishing platforms, an ADA-accessible boat slide, an ADA accessible solar composting toilet ($110,000) and Schoharie Reforestation Area in Eminence State Forest with the construction over a mile of ADA accessible trail adjacent to Looking Glass Pond and two parking lots ($194,000) and in Otsego County – Goodyear Lake – Access improvements creating a ADA trail and ADA fishing platform, enlarge parking area &  improved car top boat launch ($91,000) and the construction of a boat launch, parking and signage to create only access point to Goodyear Lake and stretch of Susquehanna River ($173,000).  
NYSCC: The NYSCC Spring meeting will be held on April 26 on the campus of Herkimer College. NYSCC Memberships are Guardian $25, Defender $60 and Lifetime membership is $250.    
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Correction on last meeting minutes – The project involves capturing hens, banding them and immediately releasing them at the capture location.  A small number of hens are fitted with radio transmitters to monitor their movements and time and circumstances of mortality.  The overall goal of the project is to assess mortality rates for hens, particularly in regard to hunting.  Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on April 23rd at 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: The students are doing a Deer Density Survey April 12, on the Heather Bowman property. A Highway clean-up is scheduled for April 19. NYS Wetlands Forum conference trip: April 29 & 30th.  The college students sponsored a Ducks Unlimited Banquet on 4/17/14 6PM-9PM @ SUNY Cobleskill Bouck Ballroom. The college students are hosting the Wildlife Festival on April 26th at the Cobleskill Park. SCCA will setup a display for the day.  
Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603 or Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Looking for shooters, there are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. There was a Snowmobile Safety Class on Dec. 7th from 9AM -6PM For more information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Sharon Pathfinders Club: The club meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of each month @ 7:00 PM. For meeting place check their website:  sharonpathfinders.org  POC: Greta Peterson 607-264-3262 callhome@OECBLUE.com 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club plans on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May.   

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the college students who want to start meeting at the college. The NWTF Banquet was held on April 5, 2014 @ Elks Lodge in Esperance, NY with over 100 in attendance. For more information contact:  Dave Hendrick Phone:  (518) 657-1787. 
Summit Conservation Club: The club has finished their breakfast & stuffed pizza until next fall.   

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported the trapper’s course was held on March 29th @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Registration was done using the DEC website and the class was full two weeks before the scheduled date with a waiting list. The week before the class date cancellations started coming in and the class ended up not being full. POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday beginning in Feb. in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Possible spring projects are tree planting and further study of Doc Shaul’s Spring. Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309  Website address: www.ClearwaterTU.org  The 42nd Annual Clearwater Chapter Banquet was held at the Century House in Latham on March 8th. A happy crowd of 170+ people enjoyed a wonderful dinner and prizes, prizes and more prizes. Please say thanks to our vendors and patronize their businesses – the link to the list of sponsors can be found by going on website -  http://clearwatertu.org/Banquet.html The winner of the Hornbeck Canoe was Niskayuna’s Jim Bradt. The first highway cleanup of the season is scheduled for Saturday, April 19. Will meet at the rest area on Route 313 near the VT border at 9 am. We begin with coffee and donuts and end with lunch.
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held on June 2 for reviewing the banquet package to order for September’s banquet. At the April meeting the secretary case one vote and reinstated the same slate of officers which was held @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to SCCA for their Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The membership has also approved to sponsor a youth for DEC Camp.  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting will be at the Schoharie Library on May 15th, 6PM.  The membership is now at 194. Three new memberships were award as prizes at the Wellness Fair @ Middleburgh Library event in January. Had several hikes during Dec, Jan, Feb. where snowshoes were needed and lots of warm clothing with the cold temperatures and deep snow.  Planning a highway clean-up in May, POC is Harold Guest – 827-6514. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Trail maps are also available. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 4 new members voted in with 8 more applications read at last month’s meeting, 52 in attendance. Archery leagues have finished up with banquets held on 3/22 for youth leagues (over 200 in attendance at youth banquet) and 4/6 for the adult leagues. Pistol league and black powder shoots have finish for the year. 22 shoots will start again on June 10th on Tuesday nights every other week – 5 PM – John Osinski is POC. Membership voted to purchase a plaque in memory of Ray Barber to hang in clubhouse. Grant application for new trap machine has been approved and an agreement has been signed with NYS DEC. Club has already issued a check; trap machine should be installed around the 1st week of May. Brick work on trap house will be completed on April 19. Should receive about $7000 from grant program when new trap machine is installed. New POC for Gun Raffle, Jeff Lucear and Dick Price will be new contacts. One gun (Weatherby) was left over from last year’s raffle, sold 100 - $10 chances, Edward Labadia won the drawing. About $500 for gun and the other $500 benefiting NYSR&PA for fight against NYS S.A.F.E. Motion by Mike Zeh, second by Bob Britton, club voted approval. The guns are in for the next December Raffle, ticket are printed so you can get tickets to sell. See Jeff & or Dick for tickets. Club will sponsor two $250 scholarships; one for Senior at Middleburgh High School and other to a club member’s relative graduating this year, going to college. Dead line for applications are May 15th.  Club has approved and sponsored two youths to NYS DEC Camp. Contact Joe Kopacz. Fields of Grace race will be held on April 26th.  Fishing derby at the club on June 14th. POCs will be Steve Czachor and Ed Lindsey.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Four new windows for the Archery range building have been received and are being installed. The archery range building roof will be replaced this during the month of May. Issued check for material. A scout, Antony DeNucci from Troop # 4 will be building a 10 x 10 pavilion down at the lower pond for his Eagle Scout project.    
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The Club will have its Spring fever party at Pee Wee’s in Breakabeen on RTE 30 on May 10th. Next meeting will be on May 6 and will be held at the Wesley Laraway animal rehabilitator farm on Lama Lane of the Huntersland Road in Middleburgh. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.       
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on April 24th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott Building @ SUNY Cobleskill. Our guest speaker will be Chris VanMaaren, Region 4 NYS DEC Fish Manager.  
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