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                  SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill 

                                College on January 23, 2013.

                     Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 23 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Wild Bore & Coon Skin Club and the Schoharie County Pistol Leagues, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Schoharie County NWTF, and several students representing the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife & Fisheries Society.  Jan- Feb minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for January was approved with a motion from Willi Karlau, seconded by Greg Warner. The elections for club officers and Board of Directors, according to the SCCA by-laws, April is the Annual Meeting when all Club officers are elected including President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, NYSCC Delegate plus an Alternate Delegate and three Directors. Received a copy of a Resolution from the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors approving the Fish Wildlife Management Board representative for Schoharie County. Earl Van Wormer & Amber Bleau - Legislative Representatives, Carl Stefanik & Michael Zeh – Sportsmen Representatives,  and David Wood & Gerald Hamm – Land Owner representatives.  
The drawing was held from those names who donated a whole deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program at this month SCCA meeting. Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated a 50 Caliber Muzzle Loader Black powder gun for the Venison Donation program in Schoharie County each year for the past twelve years. There was 1125 lbs donated this year. The winner of the drawing this year is Norman Downing from Cobleskill.  

Dave Wood made a motion which Liz Reinhart seconded to purchase 2000 shopping bags used during the Cobleskill Fair for handing out educational material. This was voted on by the membership and passed. Carl Stefanik received a price of $1,666.00. The last time SCCA ordered 5000 which lasted almost ten years. 
Condolences go out to the families of Bill Dwyer and also long time SCCA member Forest Wollaber JR who both passed away this month. 
Received a $50 donation in memory of Tom Livingston of Central Bridge.

Ice Fishing Derbies: SCCA did host their annual ice fishing derby on February 2nd at the Franklin Vlaie Pond. There were close to 75 with over 25 youths participating. Lots of fish were caught and prizes & trophies were handed out at the end of the event. The weather was great with just a little wind.  Everyone had a great time. Hannah Summers caught a 23 ¾” pickerel weighed 3lbs, winning the biggest fish prize for the day. West Fulton Rod & Gun Club did host the second derby on February 9th at Franklin Vlaie with close to 75 fishing. It was 16 below zero at 7AM but very little wind. Lots of fish were caught. Danica Davis caught the largest fish, a 20 inch pickerel, taking home first place prize.   Richmondville Fish & Game Club did host a derby on February 15th at the Bear Gulch Lake in Summit. The biggest fish caught was a 10 ½” crappie. The conditions were a little rough with 4” of water between the ice and 2 feet of snow covering the ice.  It was so bad the four wheelers couldn’t go out on the ice without getting stuck.  There were only about a half dozen hardy guys out on the ice trying their luck. SUNY Cobleskill students have cancelled the Ice fishing derby on February 22 @ Franklin Vlaie because of conditions on the ice, too much slush.  Each derby runs from 7AM – 2PM. Bait will available for purchase at each event along with hotdogs and hot chocolate. Youths 12 years old and under register for free while adults & teenagers will be charge $5. Prizes paid out every 2 hours for largest fish caught. Prizes and trophies will be handed out to the kids with largest fish. The bait fish were paid for by the SCCA for all four events and the college students got to keep all the money from bait sales to use toward their class trips. The first weekend they sold $149 worth. Another Ice fishing derby planned for March 1st @ East Worchester Fish & Game Club.  Breakfast 7am-9am, Derby 9am-2pm. For information 518-657-1729.
Spring schedule for Hunter Safety Classes: 
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY

Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on March 31, 2014 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on April 4 (6 to 9 PM) and April 5, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM)

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY

Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on April 7, 2014 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on April 11 (6 to 9 PM) and April 12, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM)

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on April 14, 2014 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Municipality Building across from the Richmondville Fire Station

(Class limited to 30) students. On April 18 (6 to 9:30 PM) and April 19, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM.) Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days. 

Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club Middle fort RD, Middleburgh, NY 
Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on May 5, 2014 (7 to 8 PM) at the club. Date of course May 10, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM) Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter needs this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up.
 Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) at the Richmond Ville Fish and Game Club.  

Must show up for sign-up....Sign-up on May 12, 2014 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmond Ville Municipality Building across from the Richmond Ville Fire Station. (Class limited to 30 students), May 17, 2014 (8 AM to 4 PM) Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course. 


    Trapping Safety Course will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 29th with sign up on NYS DEC Website. http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/92274.html 
New York State DEC: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) awarded nearly $135,000 in grants to 13 shooting ranges to revitalize and improve their operations and public access and promote the responsible use of firearms, DEC Commissioner Joe Martens announced." Funding for the program is derived from the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration program, based on a federal tax on firearms and ammunition made available to state fish and wildlife agencies for their sportsman education activities. This year, DEC sought applications up to $15,000 for range improvement projects. Each successful applicant provided a match of at least 25 percent of the total project. These grants allow recipients to enhance their existing ranges or to build new facilities, including ranges, storage units, accessible restrooms, roads, parking areas and hunter education classrooms.

DEC awarded grants to the following organizations for Shooting Range Small Grants Programs. 

	Organization
	County
	Amount
	Project

	Freeport Revolver and Rifle Association
	Nassau
	$15,000
	ADA compliance and drainage on outdoor 25-yard range

	Tonawanda Sportsmen's Club
	Niagara
	$15,000
	Replace safety shot screen on trap and skeet fields and post safety signs

	Seneca Waterways Council, BSA
	Seneca
	$15,000
	Construct a shooting platform for archery and BB gun range

	Painted Post Field and Stream Club
	Steuben
	$15,000
	Construct a ground level/elevated archery range

	Tioga County Sportsmen's Association
	Tioga
	$15,000
	Convert an outdoor pavilion into an enclosed heated structure

	Hawkeye Bowmen Inc.
	Erie
	$11,366
	Improve clubhouse infrastructure

	Baldwinsville Rod and Gun Club
	Onondaga
	$ 9,573
	Rifle and handgun range improvements for shooters with disabilities

	Milford Fish and Game Club
	Otsego
	$ 8,542
	Drill water well and connect it to the clubhouse

	Sprite Club
	Fulton
	$ 6,958
	Construct a 100-yard rifle range

	Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club
	Schoharie
	$ 6,956
	Replace trap machine

	Lima Gun Club
	Livingston
	$ 6,732
	Upgrade rifle/pistol range access road, handicap access of range house and upgrade lighting

	Constableville Fish and Game Club
	Lewis
	$ 4,988
	Renovate exterior of clubhouse

	Old Hickory Long Gun of Newark Valley Historical Society
	Tioga
	$ 4,650
	Construct a shooting shelter and storage shed


NYS DEC Summer Camps (Colby, DeBruce, Rushford, and Pack Forest) Camp registration began on January 22, 2014 at 10:00 AM. DEC camps combine environmental education, sportsman education and outdoor fun. SCCA will continue to sponsor youths who wish to attend. Proof of registration and camp completion is required for SCCA sponsorship. The cost of the camp is $350 per individual. Camp starts on June 29, 2014 and goes until August 16, 2014. A camp session runs Sunday through Saturday. The online registration website is as followed:  https://www.ultracamp.com/clientlogin.aspx?idCamp=405&campCode=dec . 
New York State Power Authority: The Wild Life Task Force meeting was held at the Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor Center on February 6th 2014. Samantha Clark reported 500 plus attended the Snow fest 2/1/14, 246 boat recreational permits issued in 2013, 71 bow hunter permits issued during the fall hunting season, fishing access close by the spillway while construction is underway (opening soon), looking at a new procedure for boating permit access easier, will start the relicensing procedure soon (current license expires 2019),  color of vehicles changing to white with NYPA Logo on each side, hired a new Community Relation Specialist for Public, Governmental and Regulatory Affairs - Mario Roefaro. Some of the issues reviewed were modifications to the boat launch, Gun Hunting on the 71 acres across from the west side of Route 30, Bear hunting access on NYPA lands, possible scholarship program  with NYPA sponsorship, continuation of fish stocking program with management changes and  increase parking areas for hunters. 
Minekill State Park: Reported treating 797 trees (15” Diam and larger) for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) an invasive species at a cost of $50,000.  Also released 500 beetles to aide in reducing HWA spread. Considering mounting a camera in blue bird nesting box for live cam internet feed, eagle are doing well – more nesting pairs this past year. Need life guards, need to be 16 years old and certified. Looking for donations of ice skates.  
Max Shaul State Park – parking fees waived, Camping extended from Memorial Day to Labor Day, bathrooms renovated, and new dumping station installed.  

   NYSCC: NYSCC Memberships are Guardian $25, Defender $60 and Lifetime membership is $250.    
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 26th at 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: Students have cancelled Ice Fishing Derby on Feb 22 @ Vly Pond because of ice conditions, too much slush. They did sell bait at the first three derbies along with measuring Length & Weight of each fish caught.  The college students are hosting the Wildlife Festival on April 26th at the Cobleskill Park. SCCA will setup a display for the day.  
Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603 or Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Looking for shooters, there are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. There was a Snowmobile Safety Class on Dec. 7th from 9AM -6PM For more information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Sharon Pathfinders Club: The club meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of each month @ 7:00 PM. For meeting place check their website:  sharonpathfinders.org  POC: Greta Peterson 607-264-3262 callhome@OECBLUE.com 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club plans on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May.   

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the college students who want to start meeting at the college. The next NWTF Banquet will be held on April 5, 2014 @ Cavern Palace - Rt 7 Cobleskill, NY 12043 Contact:  Elizabeth Reinhart Phone:  (518) 673-3965 Email: donzil@frontiernet.net. 
Summit Conservation Club: The club is starting up breakfast & stuffed pizza again. Mar 2nd breakfast 8AM – Noon; Mar 15th stuffed pizza Noon – 7PM; Mar 16th Noon – 4PM. To call orders to go call 518-287-1710.  

Schoharie County Trappers: Sportsman Flea Market – Best Western, Cobleskill, 2/22/14 9am-3pm. Ken Hellijas reported March 29th will be the next trapper’s course. Courses will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club and is free and required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses. Register on NYS DEC website. http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/92274.html.  POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Sponsor Ice Fishing derby on 2/15 – Bear Gulch. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting will be second Monday beginning in Feb. in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Possible spring projects are tree planting and further study of Doc Shaul’s Spring.  13 schools running TIC programs through Clearwater Chapter. Clearwater Chapter Banquet is March 8th @ The Century House in Latham, NY. $40 each Reservations; POC Kim Walchko 518-234-4192. Tickets on sale for Canoe raffle. Hornbeck Canoe, 16lbs w/rowing package. $20 for 5 tickets or $5 each. Call Scott Parker 518-894-4661 or e-mail sgparker@nycap.rr.com.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). 

Whitetails Unlimited: The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to the Schoharie County Venison Program to be raffle off to one of the hunters donating a whole deer. The membership has also approved to sponsor a youth for DEC Camp & a $250 Scholarship SUNY Cobleskill. Elections for club officers will be held @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on the first Monday in April.  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting will be at the Schoharie Library on March 20th, 6PM.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. The next up-coming club outing will be Feb 28th Charleston State Forest, Part 4, Snowshoe 2-3 miles, POC is Carol and Mark.  Trail maps are also available. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Six new applications read at last month’s meeting, 39 in attendance. Archery leagues have started with shooters on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday nights. Youth archery (ages 4 to 17) will shoot through Mar 8th with banquet on the March 22. Adults league finish up on 22nd with banquet on the April6th. Pistol league started up this last month, six more weeks. Black Powder shoots will be the 1st Sunday of each month through April, 11AM. 22 shoot on March 23rd 11AM, John Osinski is POC. Grant application for new trap machine has been approved and an agreement has been signed with NYS DEC. Club must purchase machine , install, modify trap house and then get reimbursement from Grant. 5 raffle tickets were sold for Dec 2014 raffle at meeting. New POC for Gun Raffle, Jeff Lucear and Dick Price will be new contacts. Bob Britton retired from doing raffle after close to 20 years.  One gun (Weatherby) is left over from last year’s raffle, will sell 100 squares for $10 each, must be club member to purchase one, will be sold at next month’s meeting benefiting NYSR&PA for fight against NYS S.A.F.E. Motion by Mike Zeh, second by Bob Britton, club voted approval. Club will sponsor two $250 scholarships; one for Senior at Middleburgh High School and other to a club member’s relative graduating this year, going to college. Dead line for applications are May 15th.  Club will also sponsor two youths to NYS DEC Camp. Contact Joe Kopacz. Fields of Grace race will be held on April 26th.  Fishing derby at the club on June 14th. POCs will be Steve Czachor and Ed Lindsey.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Four new windows for the Archery range building have been received and are being installed. The building also is need of a new roof.  Have received estimates for material. Will revisit next spring. Reminder to club members to lock the gate after entering and existing club property. Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com.   
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The Club sponsored an ice fishing derby on Feb 8 @ Vlaie Pond. There were close to 75 in attendance. The club held their elections in January and they have a new secretary and a new treasurer. Justin Sheward, a SUNY Cobleskill student did a power point presentation on a survey of the Panther Creek and comparing that to a survey done prior to the two Storms over the last two years. He received the $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship for this project. The public demonstration will be done at a later time. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.       

 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on February 27th, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott Building @ SUNY Cobleskill.
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