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                      SCCA minutes of meeting held at Middleburgh
     Rod & Gun Club on December 18th, 2014 
                            President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:10 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 21 in attendance including 3 students. Clubs represented were White-

                 tails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West 
Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Schoharie County Ridge Runners Snowmobile

Club and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society. Nov - Dec minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Bill Nelson. The treasurer’s report for December was approved with a motion from Mark Hoteling, seconded by Walt Zeh.     
The drawing for the two kayaks was held. The first ticket drawn for camo kayak was Glen Cleveland, member of the Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile club.  The second ticket for yellow kayak drawn was Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. We had sold $990 worth of tickets before the meeting and another $120 during the SCCA meeting for a total of $1105.00.  Doug Handy and Dave Wood will pick up two new Kayaks for the Cobleskill Fair raffle this summer.        

Ray Zeh made a motion, second by Bill Nelson to purchase 4 season passes for the fair booth workers. Liz & Don Reinhart, Dave Wood and Mike Zeh will be issued those passes.  We will also purchase another 16 daily passes for additional workers.  Mike Zeh has already signed the contract with Cobleskill Agricultural Society. For our booth space, electrical and picnic table SCCA pays close to $300, plus between the season passes and daily passes we spend another $175. 
SCCA reviewed the possibly limiting fishing hours of the Cobleskill Holding Pond because of the worm containers, soda & beer cans and fishing line left from sports persons. These problems mainly occur at night and on weekends when larger groups are hanging out, leaving trash and acting reckless. SCCA did meet with Joe Redmond, Cobleskill’s Water Superintendent. SCCA suggested that surveillance cameras be installed in parking areas, more police patrols by town, county, and state, SCCA involvement with trash cleanups, if gate is installed NYS DEC will consider the installation of a new parking area outside of gate if a co-operative agreement can be reached with Village of Cobleskill. Because of this body of water being one of the few places that receive stocked trout from NYS, SCCA members feel that restricting access would hurt the youth involvement.  Another meeting will be setup to review issues. From the latest meeting with the Village Water Superintendent we were told that a gate will be installed. This will limit the use of the existing parking area during working hours only, no week nights or weekend use.
Received a donation of $50 in honor of Tom Livingston from Central Bridge to be used toward youth education or venison processing.  Also received a donation of $200 from Local 157, Laborer’s Union to be used for prizes for Ice Fishing Derby.                      

Ice Fishing Derbies: $5 registration fee for adults and youths up to age 16 are free.  There will be cash prizes for the adults and fishing gear prizes for the youths. The first Ice fishing derby will be held on January 17 from 8AM -2PM @ Bear Gulch Lake near Summit. This will be sponsored by the Richmondville Fish & Game Club.
On February 7th SCCA will sponsor another derby at the Franklin Vlaie located south of Middleburgh, from 7AM to 1PM. 

On February 14th the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club will sponsor another derby at the same location, 7AM to 1AM. 

On February 21st the SUNY Cobleskill students will sponsor another derby at the same location, 7AM to 1PM
ON January 24th the East Worcester Fish & Game Club at the club’s pond.
SCCA Dues are due January 2015. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a
SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual 
dues are $10 annually. SCCA had 18 clubs who paid Association dues last year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay
 $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for
 the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and

send out e-mail to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.     

  NYS DEC Summer Camps (Colby, DeBruce, Rushford, and Pack Forest) Camp registration will begin on January 21, 2015 at 10:00 AM. DEC camps combine environmental education, sportsman education and outdoor fun. Camps use a fun, hands-on approach to teach about the environment. Campers learn outdoor skills as well as the essentials of backpacking, camping and canoeing. Campers come away with a life-long passion for nature and a dedication to stewardship of our natural resources. SCCA will continue to sponsor youths who wish to attend. Proof of registration and camp completion is required for SCCA sponsorship. The cost of the camp is $350 per individual. Camp starts on June 29, 2015 and goes until August 16, 2015. A camp session runs Sunday through Saturday. Online registration website:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html 

Venison Donation Program:  The donations were down this year compared to last year. There were only about 10 or 11 deer donated. Anyone who donated a whole deer to the program gets their name added to a list and a name will be drawn from that list and the winner will receive a brand new 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun which was donated to the Collation to promote the program by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. Marlow’s Meat Processing in Howe Cave – 518-296-8978 did the meat cut-ting for the program again this year.  Any questions can be answered by Willi Karlau – 518-295-7781. The drawing will take place at the next SCCA meeting as soon as the names are all turned in. 
$2000 COYOTE HUNT :The 8th Annual Coyote Hunt Contest sponsored by the Federation Of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County, NY Inc. will be held on February 6, 7, 8 2015. The Grand Prize of $2000 will be given for the overall heaviest coyote, $200 Daily Prize for the heaviest coyote each day, an extra $100 Prize for the Junior Hunter age 12 to 15 years old & an extra $100 for the Female Hunter weighing in the heaviest coyote. $100 each will be given for all other coyotes weighed in during the 3–day Hunt Contest. Please Note Change for 2015 - Hunt or Trapped!

This contest is for coyotes hunted or trapped & taken only in New York State. Early registration fee is $35.00. Besides the cash prizes, the entry fee includes, a free banquet dinner & a free $5.00 four gun raffle ticket. Entry fees must be post-marked by January 26, 2015. A late registration fee of $40.00 will be accepted up to 7 PM on February 3, 2015. All who wish to participate in the hunt or attend the dinner pays the same price at the time of registration. There are no dinner sales at the door. For registration and rules of the 3–day Coyote Hunt Contest contact the Federation Coyote Hunt Secy. Kay Danchak, 122 Jaketown Road, Swan Lake, NY 12783 or call Kay or Jack @ 845- 482-4987. For further information call Federation Secy. Linda @ 845-482-4985 or Pat Voges @ 631-968-8210. You can download the application from our web site: www.sullivancountysportsmensfederationny.com
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board FWMB Meeting @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on November 19th. Only four counties were represented so there was no quorum.  Jerry Fraine, Region 4 Wildlife Manager reported that the new Open Space Plan should be available early next year. New land purchases by NYS exceeded 4000 acres, mostly in Delaware County. A new NYS DEC logo/sign is being developed for 2015. Bear harvest early results so far, 249, (138 with archery and 72 with gun in the southern zone in the first two days. Archery harvest numbers are down 10% from 2013. Still having problems with Farrow Swine in Delaware & Otsego counties. CWD found in Ohio creating new restrictions concerning the movement of all animals from state to state. Also there is a new restriction on certain products (bait scent) being sold in NYS because of possible of diseases. Timber rattle snake review was completed. DEC is looking for land owners who have wild turkeys on their property who would allow DEC to trap and remove for relocating to other areas, call 518-402-8886. DEC would appreciate reports about winter turkey flock locations anywhere in NYS, e-mail wildlife@dec.ny.gov.   Chris Van Marren, Region 4 Fisheries Manager reported fish survey completed on Canadarago Lake, Green Lake and Looking Glass Pond. Alcove Reservoir is allowing shore line fishing for a couple of years leading to boat access, no parking on along Rte. 146, worried about invasive species. DEC will have public comment period on Sport fish regulations. A statewide Bass survey is being done. Bass are doing well, zebra mussels are helping to clear up waters & bass survival. DEC will try to review management of Bass. Fish Hatcheries – Brown trout are at 89% last year, steelheads not so good. Down to seven employees for hatcheries. Invasive species management plan is being reviewed. Fish stocking need to improve, wasting many fish. Catch rate is down. DEC is looking for stocking suggestions. They are looking at other states for examples of stocking. Need to restock Little Schoharie and Line creeks after flood clean up.  Discuss constant water release after new Gilboa dam is completed. Discuss new parking area needed by Cobleskill Holding Pond because of new access gate being installed. Need co-operative agreement signed by Cobleskill Water Department and NYS DEC. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 25th @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
WINTER 2015 - RABIES CLINIC SCHEDULE: Saturday January 24, 2015; 1 PM-3PM; Richmondville Volunteer Emergency Squad 388 Main St. Richmondville, NY. Veterinary services provided by Cobleskill Veterinary Clinic. Vaccinations available free of charge. Donations to offset clinic expenses are appreciated. Animals must be at least 3 months of age. Animals must be properly restrained or they will not be vaccinated. Cats and Ferrets must be brought in a carrier or a well-sealed, sturdy container. Proof of previous vaccination must be brought to this clinic for the animal to receive a three year vaccination. Anyone needing further information contact the Environmental Division of The Schoharie County Department of Health at 518-295-8382.
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education: SCOPE will hold a meeting at 7PM on February 12th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club; bring another sportsman or sportswomen to the meeting.  Elections for Chapter Officers at February meeting. Nominations were Austin Czechowski or John Walsh for Chairman, Russ Marlow for Treasurer and Paula Shafer for Secretary. There were 48 in attendance along with Senator Seward & Assemblyman Pete Lopez.  Reviewed Safe Act and how to repeal. Looking at getting rid of ammo purchase face to face and internet restrictions. Need to raise the number of Assembly support from 46 to 51 for voting actions against the Safe Act. Need to saturate the Assembly with letters, need to help fund the fight to get Safe Act before Supreme Court.    Contact information is Paula Shafer – shaferpm@gmail.com .  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill State Park’s 4th annual Snow Festival, scheduled for Saturday, January 31, 2015, from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Hosted next door at the New York Power Authority Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center, Snow Fest will again feature dozens of educational organizations like the Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP) and Creating Healthy Places, in addition to interactive indoor and outdoor games for the entire family.  Everyone will love meeting Dee’s Reptiles, participating in the famous Chili Contest or picking up an extraordinary piece of art in the Natural Art Exhibit.  Snow Fest 2015 will also feature a snowshoe race to support the May 2015 Color Run 5K for Maddie’s Mark charity.  Admission to Snow Fest is free to the public, and other refreshments will be available for a nominal fee.  Please contact the Mine Kill State Park office at (518) 827-8690 for more details about this year’s biggest event of the winter season.  

Mine Kill State Park is located in the scenic Schoharie Valley overlooking the Power Authority’s Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Power Project.  The reservoir provides excellent fishing and boating opportunities.  Mine Kill also boasts the only permanent, 18-hole disc golf course at a park in the Saratoga-Capital Region.  The eight miles of trails, including trails from the Park to the NYPA Visitor Center such as the nationally designated Long Path, are great for hiking, biking and birding.  Cascading 80 feet through a narrow gorge is the picturesque Mine Kill Falls for which the Park is named.  

For those who would like to extend their visit, nearby Max V. Shaul State Park is a small, quiet camping area with 30 wooded tent and trailer sites, picnic grounds, a state of the art playground and boat access along the Schoharie Creek.  In addition to the Max V. Shaul trails and fishing opportunities, campers have free access to Mine Kill State Park and receive discounts at a variety of local tourist attractions and businesses.  
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: SUNY Cobleskill will invite the public for their Wild Life Festival on April 25, 2015 which will be held at the Cobleskill Park. A youth fish derby is scheduled. Many vendors along with NWTF, SCCA, and Trout Unlimited will be available for questions with displays. A NWTF booth is planned for youth to practice target shooting.  

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: For information contact - info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check our website and try web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club had two youth pheasant hunts last fall. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds. DEC donated 102 birds too.  
 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. Club is selling Raffle tickets, $5 each or 5 for $20. Prize is 22 caliber Silver Eagle Henry Rifle with an octagon barrel. The drawing will be held on March 30 at Mike’s Gun Shop located in Cobleskill. For tickets contact:  Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965 The college students are holding NWTF meetings at the college creating a student chapter. NWTF banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill in April. 

 Summit Conservation Club: Stuffed Pizza on January 17th, Feb 14th, Mar 14th, April 18th, from 12 noon to 7PM. Stuffed Pizza on Jan 18th, Feb 15th, Mar 15th, April 19th, from 12 Noon to 4PM. Pancake Breakfast on Feb 1st, Mar 1st, April 2nd, mornings 8AM  to 12 Noon.   Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie County Trappers: Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization, Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation 55 Years. Governor Cuomo Announces Hatchery to Reopen and Restore Trout Fishing on Connetquot River State Park. Hatchery expected to produce 35K trout for river fishery and Long Island State Parks Albany, NY (October 23, 2014).  Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced that the Connetquot River State Park Preserve hatchery will reopen next year, helping to reinvigorate the rich trout fishing tradition on Long Island’s Connetquot River. The Environmental Protection Fund will pay for $150,000 in upgrades to the historic hatchery, which will begin this winter. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held April 2015 at Mike Zeh’s home for nomination of officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Collation. Also donated a 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The Catskill Mountain Whitetails Unlimited Chapter has an event;  Hunters Night Out on Saturday, March 14th 2015 @ Villa Vosilla Boutique Resort, 6302 Main St. Tannersville, NY Tickets available $50 single; $35 spouse; $35 Junior (15 & under)  – Christian Hartman 518-937-2085 or online at www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 182. Some of the hikes coming up are: Jan 24 Annual cabin fever cook-out & snowshoe hike, call Carol for details. Feb 7 Featherstonhaugh State Forest, 2-3 mile snowshoe hike, leaders: Mark & Carol. Feb 21 Vly & Ice Wall along Pinnacle Creek, 5 miles followed by a tailgate party, meeting at Caroga Lake PO, joint hike with Mohawk Valley Alpiners, contact Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 or Mark for more info.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Two new members voted in with three more applications read at January’s meeting, 29 in attendance. Guest speaker, Harry Beninati, from Safari Club International,(SCI) North Eastern Chapter gave a review of what the club does and offered to donate funding for youth archery or gun training. Need to apply through website.  The chapter has 193 members from Plattsburgh to Poughkeepsie. Black powder: had 14 shooters in Jan. next shoot is Feb. 1st @11am.  The winners of the December raffle were: 12/1 - Pete Strack, 12/2 – Danielle Grupinski, 12/3 – John Wellereuther, 12/4 – John Mackle, 12/5 – Russell Marlow, 12/6 – Vernon Kennedy, 12/7 – James Wikoff, 12/8 – Sue Cavanaugh, 12/9 – Duane Tillapaugh, 12/10 – Paul Masterson, 12/11 – Gregory Baumgras, 12/12 – Zac Clark, 12/13 – Michael Kossmann, 12/14 – William Bollia, 12/15 – Steve Czachor, 12/16 – Nancy Marlow, 12/17 – Deb Clapper, 12/18 – Rick Jones, 12/19 – Bill Ristau, 12/20 – Gene Milone, 12/21 – Michael Zeh, 12/22 – Eugene Mies, 12/23 – Marc Papini, 12/24 – Tom Boyanowski, 12/25 – Josh Barnes, 12/26 – Ned Love, 12/27 – Billy Bryan, 12/28 – Cliff Peterson, 12/29 – Cliff Peterson, 12/30 – Dennis Handy, 12/31 – Nick Dafeldelker. Thank you Jeff Lucear and Dick Price for handling the tickets.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Requirements for renting the club, changing amounts for treasurer regular spending from $150 to $500 without membership approval, changing age from 16 to 18 for membership application and adding all Club officers to list of Board of Directors. Changing club to alcohol free zone. Membership voted on these by-laws changes at January meeting. These by-laws were reviewed at the Nov., Dec, and Jan. meetings.  Still need new window installations in Archery building, volunteers call Ed Labadia? Youth Archery starts again on first Saturday in January, over 80 kids shot, 9AM – 12 Noon.  The club has purchased 20 new bows for the youth classes. Adult Archery leagues also started up second week in January. Pavilion roofing material will cost close to $1,100. Christmas Party had 60 kids on December 20th.  Willy Karlau is taking orders for new club jackets & hats.  Eddy Eagle program at the club on March 28th.  Fish Derby for 2015 – June 13th. 
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Next meeting will be on February 3rd.  The Annual dinner at the West Fulton Firehouse on December 13th was attended by 60 members & guest. Ham & roast beef were served.  Between the live auction and 50/50 drawings the club raised about $700. $10 membership annual dues are paid at this event. Club has been sponsoring the Tim Murphy Run for the past twenty years and voted to continue. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on January 22nd @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill College, Curtis Mott building. 
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