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                  SCCA minutes of meeting held at the SCCA Fair 

                   Booth located on the Cobleskill Fair grounds

                                        on August 28, 2014.

S                President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of allegiance 
           With 11 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, 
Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Wild Bore & Coon Skin Club, Schoharie County NWTF, and Sunny Cobleskill Wildlife Society. July-August minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood seconded by John Hornauer. The treasurer’s report for July was approved with a motion from Carl Stefanik, seconded by Mark Hotaling.    
The Kayak Raffle was a big success again this year.  The prizes were awarded to the following. 1st prize - Paul Maceyka - Schenectady, New York; Two kayaks or $500 – Paul chose the $500 cash.  

2. 2nd prize - Valorie Goodrich - Middleburgh, New York; Six Bird Hunt donated by Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve located near Sloansville, NY. 

3. 3rd prize - Lee Colby  Esperance, New York – 50 cal. Black Powder Rifle donated by Whitetails Unlimited.  

4. 4th prize - Jeff Manchester, Schoharie NY- Wildlife Framed Print donated by Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF).  

5. 5th prize - Nathalie McCloskey, Delanson, New York - $100 Gift Card (Dicks) donated by Senator Seward. 

6. 6th prize - Gerald Wright, Schoharie, New York k#1283 $100 Check donated by Assemblyman Peter Lopez. 

7. 7th prize - Seth Finch, Fleishmann, New York $50 Check donated by Bank of Richmondville.
8. 8th prize - Mike Jehnke, Milford, New York - $50 Check donated by NBT of Middleburgh /Schoharie.

Thank you again to Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing for sponsoring the printing of the raffle tickets.

Being that the 1st prize winner chose the $500 SCCA still has the two Kayaks. The membership voted to raffle the two kayaks off.  This is the second or third year that we have had the same kayaks and they get scratched up a little moving them from the booth out to the horses during the fair.  We will be selling $5 tickets until we have sold $1000 worth so new kayaks can be purchased for next year’s fair raffle. To purchase a ticket you must be a SCCA member or a member of a club who is an SCCA Association Club member. To date we have close to 50 SCCA individual members and over 20 club associations which pay $30 annually. For tickets contact Dave Wood 518-944-8926, Mike Zeh 518-265-4961 or your club’s delegate. We are planning on holding the drawing at the December SCCA meeting.       

All SCCA Members are asked to get the word out. We need to make sure that all sports men & women vote this coming November.  Vote !!!!!!! Repeal the Safe Act. 
SCCA did present a $250 check to the Cobleskill college students to help with travel expenses who presented posters at the National American Fisheries Society meeting in Quebec in August. The meeting was from August 17th-21st. Shawna Mitchell did present two posters, one on the paddlefish study she has been working on and one on the endangered gilt darters that they have raised on campus and released in the Allegheny River. Jeff Brown presented on a trout tracking study that was conducted in Schoharie County and Eric Malone and Alec Zerbian presented on the flood effects from the 2011 hurricanes on Schoharie County streams. These posters were showcased to thousands of professionals showing the research that our students have been doing all throughout Schoharie County. It gave them a chance to put such an ecologically diverse county on the map. It also gave them a chance to make connections with professionals that will further their careers as fisheries biologists. SCCA voted and approved a $600 donation to help with travel expenses of SUNY Cobleskill college students for a trip to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on October 25th to attend their Annual Quiz Bowl Conference.  Motion – Carl Stefanick and seconded by John Hornauer. 
 Carl Stefanik has finished the 2014 SCCA Activity Report which was handed out at the Sunshine Fair. Bob Britton also ordered 300 copies of the Outdoor News which were handed out during the fair. These will also be handed out at the Wildlife Festival which will be held at the New York Power Authority Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center on September 27th. Carl Stefanick, Bob Britton and Michael Zeh will be available that day representing SCCA. Dave Wood and Doug Handy will help set up a booth for the event. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club (9/27/14) & Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve (9/21/14)  will each host a Youth Pheasant hunts. Youths must be 12 years old and must have taken the gun hunters safety class for these events.  For the Conesville event POC is Dewey Irving – 607-588-6978 and will be held in Conesville. For the Stonewall Boarding event POC is Michelle Linnane – 518-868-4566 and will be held on RT 162 north of Sloansville going toward Canajoharie.       
New Association Joins SCCA: The Friends of Minekill & Max Shaul NYS Parks has joined the SCCA this past month. SCCA is always looking for different clubs/groups to increase our numbers to help aide Sports men & women to motivate our youth to go outside and try the different activities such as hiking, boating, camping, fishing, hunting, to mention a few. We currently have 20 different dues paying sporting groups from the Jeep Club to the Long Path Hikers, eight different Rod & Gun Clubs, NWTF, Whitetails Unlimited, Schoharie County Pistol League, three different clubs at SUNY Cobleskill, four snowmobile clubs, Trout Unlimited, and Schoharie County Trappers.   
Budget Request – Schoharie County: On September 12 Liz Reinhart, Carl Stefanick and Michael Zeh met with Schoharie County Treasurer, William Cherry to review the SCCA budget request. With two main sources of revenue for Schoharie County being property taxes and sales tax receipts, Mr. Cherry has asked all requests from the County to reduce their budgets. Sales tax revenue is down about 4% projected figures and the amount of land tax revenue lost from the number of homes because of flooding, the County is investigating all avenues to reduce spending. Our request will be voted on in December by the Board of Supervisors.   
Hunter safety classes for this fall: All of the dates for the Sportsman Ed Classes have been approved. They are posted on DEC website. We will be trying out the online registration and see how it goes. If I think we need to do an in person sign up I will let you know. I am hoping that we will not and people will not have a problem getting into the classes. Here is the web info: www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor. POC is Shannon Smith e-mail address is scars@midtel.net.
Friday, August 1st/2nd Gun Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club.35 certificates issued. 
Friday, August 8th/9th Gun Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club. 35 certificates issued.
Saturday, August 16th Archery Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club. 49 certificates issued. 

Saturday, August 23, 8:00 AM New York Bow hunter Education Course Richmondville Rod and Gun Club. 

Friday, September 19 & 20, 6:00PM New York Hunter Education Course (2 Days) Richmondville Rod&Gun Club.
Thursday Sept 18 – through Sept 20 NYS Hunting Education Course, SUNY Cobleskill College students only. 

Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club

New York State DEC: The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) reminded hunters to apply for deer management permits (DMPs) this week, ahead of the October 1 deadline, DEC Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.  "In addition to providing enjoyable days afield with family and friends and sustainably harvested food on the table, recreational deer hunting is our most effective deer population management tool," said Commissioner Martens. "Hunters are eligible to apply for up to two deer management permits once they have secured a hunting license, allowing them to harvest antlerless deer to keep deep populations in line with established objectives." 
DEC's wildlife biologists analyze harvest information in conjunction with deer population objectives, developed with valuable input from citizen task forces, to establish deer management permit quotas for each Wildlife Management Unit (WMU). WMUs are the geographical units DEC uses to set hunting and trapping seasons in New York State. 
New York hunters can apply for up to two deer management permits once they have secured a hunting license. DEC's computerized licensing system allows hunters to immediately learn the outcome of their permit application. The likelihood that a hunter will be selected for a permit is largely based on the number of deer management permits to be issued in a Wildlife Management Area and the number of hunters that historically apply for those permits. To date, applications for deer management permits have been slightly lower than in previous years.  "Deer management permits for the 2014-15 hunting season have been available since the first week of August and we want to encourage hunters to apply for deer management permits in advance of the October 1 deadline," Commissioner Martens said.

Sporting licenses and permits can be purchased at one of DEC's 1,100 license sales outlets statewide. Licenses can also be ordered by telephone at 866-933-2257, or on DEC's website. The 2014-2015 hunting and trapping licenses are valid for one year beginning September 1, 2014. Under a new state law that took effect in February, fishing licenses and recreational marine fishing registrations are now valid for 365 days from date-of-purchase. Funds from the sale of all sporting licenses are deposited into the Conservation Fund, which is used to manage New York's fish and wildlife populations and protect and manage fish and wildlife habitat.

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on September 24th@ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education: SCOPE did hold a meeting at 7PM on Sept 12th at the Carlisle Town Hall for concerned citizens of Schoharie County who are interested in starting a SCOPE Chapter. SCOPE's purpose is to maintain the rights of individuals to own and use firearms for lawful purposes. Please see our website, scopeny.org, for our complete mission statement. The only way we can prevent the further erosion of our Second Amendment rights by politicians is to organize. New York's Governor and Legislature didn't consider your rights when they passed the UNSAFE Act with virtually no debate. They were able to do that because we were silent. It is now time to organize, register to vote and make sure that your elected representatives know that law abiding gun owners do indeed have a voice. Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the SCOPE (State Committee) was in attendance along with Chris Moss who is running for Lt. Governor. Peter Lopez and Tony Desmond were there offering their support in the fight against the Safe Act. We need to get this law repealed. Gun control laws have almost always been directed at limiting the rights of law abiding citizens and have seldom been directed at the law breakers. We must act now before it's too late!  There were close to 100 Sports men & women in attendance. A request for nomination was made to for a Schoharie County SCOPE Committee. There is a meeting next month on October 10th to elect a chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. We need your help!! You may contact me at 966-8560 (evenings) or narrowgate1@ymail.com.  
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill State Park in North Blenheim, NY is excited to be hosting its 4th annual MK Madness 5K Trail Run & Walk on Saturday, October 4, 2014.  The event will begin at 9:00 AM with the registration booth opening at 8:00 AM next to the park pool complex.  Pre-registration for the event is open, with individual entries at $15 and $50 for a family.  All participants will receive a commemorative t-shirt in addition to other free giveaways courtesy of our sponsors on the day of the race.  Proceeds will benefit the Friends of Mine Kill and Max V. Shaul State Parks conservation, education and recreational programs. Sponsors to date include the Route 20 Road Runners Association, Running in the USA, the Catskill Mountain Barbecue team, Hannaford of Esperance and Price Chopper in Cobleskill, NY.  Generous prizes will be awarded to the first and second place winners of the event.  Also, don't forget to bring the kids for the free "Fun Run" for youth under 12 following the race.  Attached are copies of the Mine Kill Madness flyer, event registration and course map.    

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: The college students have requested a donation to help with expenses for a trip to the National Quiz Bowl which will be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on October 25th. SCCA will donate $600 toward their trip. Students did a highway clean up on Sept 7th. The students plan on having a booth at the Wildlife Festival on 9/27 @ NYPA in Blenheim. On Oct 2nd the students plan the 12th annual event called Women in Wildlife cooking wieners in the woods. SUNY Cobleskill will offer a special tour of the new fisheries facilities sometime in October to SCCA members. The student sub-chapter of Trout Unlimited will be having its first presentation of the year.  David Lucykanish and Eric Malone who worked with Idaho Fish and Game this previous summer will be doing a power point presentation on Sept 29th in the new Aquatic Sciences lab.    
 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Sharon Pathfinders Club: The club meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of each month @ 7:00 PM. For meeting place check their website:  sharonpathfinders.org  POC: Greta Peterson 607-264-3262 callhome@OECBLUE.com 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. The club held three diner parties over the summer. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. POC for Youth chucker hunt.  SCCA donated $300 toward the cost of birds.    

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the college students who want to start meeting at the college. For information contact:  Dave Hendrick Phone:  (518) 657-1787. 
Summit Conservation Club: The club did sponsor the June SCCA meeting. The club has finished their breakfast & stuffed pizza until next fall. Over 1500 stuffed pizza diners were sold this past winter.   

Schoharie County Trappers: Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The membership approved two $200 awards for a trout survey and invasive species presentations to the SUNY Cobleskill students. The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Website address: www.ClearwaterTU.org  
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held in September 22nd at Mike Zeh home to turn in all tickets for the up coming banquet which will be held on September 28th at the Best Western in Cobleskill. No tickets will be sold at the door. Adults are $16 & kids are $8. Call John Bloomer, 875-6288 for tickets.  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The club also approved $350, to sponsor a youth for the DEC Summer camp program. Emily Skowfoe attended NYS DEC youth camp during August 2014 and created a poster promoting the conservation camp.    
Long Path North Hiking Club: At the annual meeting in September elections were held for all the officers and 6 six board of directors. All club officers were re-elected. One BD position is still vacant. A review of the by-laws changes was completed. One new by-law was voted on and passed. Any member who fails to pay their dues during the month of September shall be sent a past-due reminder with the Club’s spring newsletter. To remain on our rooster and continue to receive our newsletter please sent your membership dues to Cherrie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, NY 12194. The membership is now at 182. Some of the hikes coming up are: Sept-Oct LP Section hikes, Albany-Schoharie Cos., up to 10 mi. day hikes, call Steve Seigard @ 915-2309 for dates & info. Sept 23 Schoharie County Health Fair, 10-2 at the County Office Building, stop by and say hi at our table.  Sept 28 Vroman’s Nose 31th Annual Hike, Mill Valley Road Parking Lot, Noon to 5:00, self guided, volunteers will be on hand to answer questions, sell shirts, take memberships and renewals. Oct 11 Riddell State Park, Mud (Quacking Bog) & Pine Lakes, 4-5 miles, call or e-mail Clarence for details. Oct 25 Joint hike with the Mohawk Valley Alpiners Hiking Club (MVA), LP from Treadlemire Rd. to Middleburgh, 5mi. call Mark or co-leader Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 for info. Nov 1 Huntersfield Mt. Ridge trail & lean-to, 5 miles, call our first-time leader Steve Babbitt for the details. Nov 2 Escarpment Trail from North Lake beach, 6-6.5 mi., & BBQ after, with a new leader for us, Don Allard. Nov 9 MHLC Keleher Preserve hike on their new land & trails, 4 miles, contact Marilyn for the details. Dec 7 Pine Bush Preserve; dune top view, Keikout Ravine & pine barrens, 3-4 miles, call Marilyn for more info. Dec 21 First Day of Winter, Charleston State Forest, Part 5, 2-4 miles depending on snow, call Mark for info. Jan 10 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan, the leader, for details. Jan 24 Annual cabin fever cook-out & snowshoe hike, call Carol for details. Feb 7 Featherstonhaugh State Forest, 2-3 mile snowshoe hike, leaders: Mark & Carol. Feb 21 Vly & Ice Wall along Pinnacle Creek, 5 miles followed by a tailgate party, meeting at Caroga Lake PO, joint hike with Mohawk Valley Alpiners, contact Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 or Mark for more info.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386.  
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Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Five new members voted in with three more applications read at September’s meeting, 37 in attendance. Six Dec. raffle tickets drawn. The new trap machine has been installed and is up and running. Need help on Friday nights running the trap, 6:30PM – 9:30PM. The December Raffle ticket is available. We need to get out there and sell. The profit from this raffle opens the doors to our club. You can get tickets to sell from Jeff & or Dick. They will have them at club meetings for hand outs. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The membership reviewed the need of a new roof on the pavilion located on the shooting range. Terry Mitten from the Sheriff’s off attended the September meeting to iron out the problems (time frames) of which is needed for the sheriff’s & probation offices need for their recertification and required practice hours. Still need new window installations in Archery building, volunteers call Ed Labadia? Another dumpster for Gun shooting range was approved. All users of club house must clean up and empty garbage after each usage. Youth Archery starts again on first Saturday in January. Archery leagues also start up. Club’s septic tank was pumped out, new lighting approved for trap range at a cost of $600. Material for pavilion will cost close to $1,100.              
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Next meeting will be on October 7th. The membership will hold their Fall picnic on Sept 20th at the Hamm Family farm. Please bring the target sheets back that day for the shoot offs ($20 Cash prizes instead of turkeys). The club is still planning on holding their annual Tim Murphy Run on October 11th.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on September 25th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott building on SUNY Cobleskill campus.
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