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              SCCA minutes of meeting held at Curtis Mott 

               Bldg, SUNY Cobleskill on March 28, 2013.

             Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 24 in attendance counting 8 college students. Feb – Mar minutes were approved with a motion from Walter Zeh, seconded by Willi Karlau. The treasurer’s report for Jan 24th thru March 28th were approved with a motion from Dave Wood and seconded by Doug Handy. Thank you Krysten Zummo for taking notes last month while I was Nashville, Tenn. lections for club officers and Board of Directors will be held on April 25th at our annual meeting. Anyone interest in holding office please contact Dave Wood or Carl Stefanik, the nomination committee. Reviewed a letter from Assemblyman Jim Tedisco who supported our cause with the fight against the NYS Safe Act. He voted against it along with our Assemblyman Peter Lopez. 
The membership reviewed the current state of Safe Act Opposition: 87% of New York’s County legislatures have passed resolutions demanding the repeal of the Safe Act. 41 Townships (est.) have passed opposition resolutions and 14 county Sheriffs have declared they will not enforce the Safe Act and call for its total repeal. It is too numerous to count the number of law enforcement and military organizations who voice opposition to the Safe Act. Over 500,000 New York citizens have signed petitions for repeal of the Safe Act. At least 8 lawsuits are being brought against the Safe Act. The Grassroots Organizers estimate that over 200,000 citizens have participated in protests in Albany, Syracuse and towns across the state. Over 3,000,000 people have expressed support of the Safe Act protests through social media alone. Several internal polls show a minimum of 67% to over 82% now oppose infringement of Second Amendment Rights. 92% of the citizens believe the Safe Act is unconstitutional. 94% of the people disapprove of the methods that Cuomo and the legislature used to pass the Safe Act (Approx.72% believe the procedures used are unlawful). Numerous invitations have been delivered to Governor Cuomo to address the citizens at the rallies. We need the membership to send in letters to our elected legislators: Governor Cuomo, Senator Schumer, Senator Gillibrand, Representative Gibson, Senator Seward, and Assembly Lopez.   

The prizes for the Kayak raffle are all set and the tickets have been ordered from Times Journal in Cobleskill. Doug Handy & Dave Wood picked up the Kayaks last week, Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve has agreed to donate a six bird hunt, Whitetails Unlimited has donated another Black Powder Rifle, Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF) has also promise SCCA a framed print, Senator Seward & Assemblyman Lopez have promise another $100 donation each and NBT And Bank of Richmondville have agreed to supply $50 gift certificates each. Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing has agreed to sponsor printing cost of the tickets.
The membership discussed the possibility of the reducing cost of Hunting , Fishing and Trapping licenses. This was part of the NYS budget which was passed before April 1st.

 A week at NYSDEC Camp. 11 -17 year olds, Apply early, most slots are filled within the first three weeks after Mar 26th. $350 per camper for one week stay. Sponsorships available by different clubs. 2013 session dates are June 30 thru August 17th. There are different camps. Visit NYS DEC Website for info.  http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html SCCA has approved two youths for Camp Coby, Evan Handy & Gabriel Warner. 
Greg Warner filling in for Gordon Emerson on the Region 4 NYSCC.

Possibly new access – car top boat launch by I-88 Central Bridge area on Schoharie Creek from new  Gas Pipe.

New Antler Restriction WMUs 3M, 4F,7F,7G, 7H, 7J and 7M being considered. SCCA membership supports this as long as area sportsmen in each WMU are in favor. 

Carl Stefanik has next year’s SCCA Activity Report finished and is currently being printed. Thank you Carl.
New club joining SCCA. Sharon Pathfinders Snowmobile Club. 

The SCCA received three more applications for the $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship from SUNY Cobleskill students in the Wildlife & Fisheries programs. These are currently being considered.
William’s Day at Gilboa School. A Hands On Career Opportunity Day. SCCA will support this event which will be held on May 24th from 9am – 2pm. Black powder shoot, archery, and fishing will be promoted. DEP will also take part with boat & equipment display. Hay Rides, Milking Demonstrations, Mining & Geology Display, Hay Bale tossing, Heavy Equipment Display, Mason Demonstration, Snowmobile Patrol, Wellness Awareness, Petting Zoo, Truck/Tractor Display, Gilboa Historical Society Promotion, and Maple sugar & Sorghum Display. This career day is an annual event, started in 2008 to honor the untimely death of William Terry at the age of 13 from a heart attack.  POC is Terri Gockel tgockel@gccs.us or Helen Timm htimm@gccs.us   

Stock trout in Schoharie County. NYS DEC stocked trout this past month. In the Westkill Creek - 360 brow trout and 150 brook trout (8”-10”) Cobleskill Holding Pond – 200 rainbow trout (8”-10”) And 230 (2 year olds) 12”-15”. DEC plans on stocking Mallet Pond at a later date after the snow melts with160 brown trout & 225 rainbow trout (8”- 9”).
-Big Kev’s Guide Service- Guide for spring steelies as well as trout on the Delaware and Ausable all summer, and doing salmon and steelies in the fall again. Kevin and Jen Margosian, 206 Sarles Ferry Rd. Schaghtiocke, NY 12154 www.bigkevsguideservice.com 518-470-7908
The membership discussed the 10” bass requirement on the Schoharie Creek below the Gilboa Dam. Some clubs are in favor and some are against. Another vote by club delegates will be taken at the next SCCA meeting. 
SCCA Dues are due January 2013. We have received annual dues from 12 our of the clubs and about only 20 individual members so far this year. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA had 18 clubs who paid Association dues last year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mail to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.
 
Hunter Safety Courses For this Spring - Contact e-mail:  raymondzeh@gmail.com

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club -  April 12 & 13;  54 certificates awarded
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Rod / Gun Club - April 19 & 20; 46  certificates awarded  

Trapping Course at Middleburgh R&G Club - March 23rd & April 6 ; 42 certificates awarded
Bow Hunter Safety Course Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club - Sign-up on April 29, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the club. Date of course May 4, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM) Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter needs this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. No fee charge for the course contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 

The New York State Power Authority –Blenheim/Gilboa: Reopens reservoirs for recreational boating 4/15/2013. North Blenheim – NYPA has reopened the upper and lower reservoirs at its Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Power Project to recreational boaters. Use of the upper reservoir is limited to rowboats, canoes and kayaks only - with or without electric-trolling motors.  Gasoline-powered engines and sailboats are prohibited on the upper reservoir.  Recreational craft, including rowboats or canoes, with or without-electric trolling motors and boats with gas-powered may be used in the lower reservoir. The public fishing access along the Schoharie Creek just below the lower reservoir is currently closed, due to restoration work to repair shoreline erosion. It is expected to reopen later this spring. The reservoirs may be closed to boating at any time at the Power Authority’s discretion. Boats and boat trailers accessing both reservoirs must be clearly marked with registration numbers and a NYPA permit. Applications for permits may be obtained by calling the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center at 800-724-0309. Permits will be valid through September 30, when the reservoirs will be closed to boating until the following April. Advance notice is not required to use the lower reservoir. The lower reservoir may be accessed through Mine Kill State Park on Route 30. Boating will be permitted from 7:30 a.m. until the park closes each day. The park will be open until 4 p.m. until the first weekend in May; afterward, it will remain open until dusk. The upper reservoir, located on Kingsley Road in the Town of Gilboa, is open for boating daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Permit holders are required to call 800 367-6972, extension 6364, on the day before they intend to use the upper reservoir. On the day they use the upper reservoir, boaters must stop at the South Gate on Valenti Road to notify security personnel. About NYPA: The New York Power Authority uses no tax money or state credit. It finances its operations through the sale of bonds and revenues earned in large part through sales of electricity. NYPA has been designated as the lead entity via Executive Order 88 by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo to form a central management and implementation plan to carry out his Build Smart NY plan to reduce energy use by state facilities by 20 percent by 2020. NYPA is the nation's largest state public power organization, through the operation of its 16 generating facilities in various parts of New York State, participation in a unique public/private partnership to contract for power from a clean generating plant in Queens, and its operation of more than 1,400 circuit-miles of transmission lines. More than 70 percent of the electricity NYPA produces is clean renewable hydropower. Its lower-cost power production and electricity purchases support hundreds of thousands of jobs throughout the state. For more information: www.nypa.gov   
SCCA is looking for funding support to help pay for printing expenses of our annual Activity Report. Stephen Ramsey would like to schedule the next meeting of the Wildlife Management Task Force in September at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. Meeting will start at 11:30AM – 1:30PM.


NYS DEC- Georgette Walters delivered handout material from DEC for Cobleskill Wildlife Festival. Thank you Georgette! Received information from Chris Van Maaren, Region 4 fish manager, about the regulation change of requiring a minimum of 10” size limit on small mouth bass below the Gilboa Dam on the Schoharie Creek. This  After reviewing a 2009 survey which showed a strong presents of bass over 10” length and with the desire to simplify the regulation making Schoharie Creek the same as most of NYS waters, this regulation is being considered.
NYS DEC is also getting ready to install the fishing docks back into the Franklin Valie Pond next week. They plan on leaving the bog (mound of dirt) on the southern end of the pond which is slowing the water current down.  
   2012 Deer Take Summary
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Calculated Deer Take by Zone - 2012

For a complete series of harvest tables and charts, see the 2012 New York State Deer Harvest Summary (PDF) (3.6 mb).
	Area
	Regular Big Game
	Bowhunting
	DMP
	Muzzleloader
	DMAP

	Northern Zone
	14,793
	2,033
	4,100
	8,190
	1,727

	Southern Zone
	70,845
	33,171
	88,816
	7,914
	8,713

	Long Island
	143
	1,004
	1,451
	0
	57

	Statewide
	85,781
	36,208
	94,367
	16,104
	10,497


	Area
	Season / Tag
	Male Adult
	Male Fawn
	Female Adult
	Female Fawn
	Total Deer

	Northern Zone
	Total
	19,437
	1,337
	8,821
	1,248
	30,843

	
	Bowhunting
	1,090
	135
	703
	105
	2,033

	
	DMP
	47
	383
	3,264
	406
	4,100

	
	Muzzleloader
	3,491
	591
	3,610
	498
	8,190

	
	DMAP
	41
	227
	1,222
	237
	1,727

	Southern Zone
	Total
	98,571
	18,667
	76,744
	15,477
	209,459

	
	Bowhunting
	22,785
	1,490
	7,773
	1,123
	33,171

	
	DMP
	2,162
	15,386
	58,658
	12,610
	88,816

	
	Muzzleloader
	2,756
	616
	4,012
	530
	7,914

	
	DMAP
	191
	1,165
	6,156
	1,201
	8,713

	Long Island
	Total
	985
	259
	1,079
	332
	2,655

	
	Bowhunting
	812
	27
	142
	23
	1,004

	
	DMP
	90
	207
	872
	282
	1,451

	
	DMAP
	1
	8
	40
	8
	57

	Statewide
	Total
	118,993
	20,263
	86,644
	17,057
	242,957

	
	Bowhunting
	24,687
	1,652
	8,618
	1,251
	36,208

	
	DMP
	2,299
	15,976
	62,794
	13,298
	94,367

	
	Muzzleloader
	6,247
	1,207
	7,622
	1,028
	16,104

	
	DMAP
	233
	1,400
	7,418
	1,446
	10,497


Note: Deer Management Permits (DMPs) and Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) permits are for antlerless deer. Bucks with antlers less than 3 inches long are not considered legally antlered deer and may be taken using a DMP or DMAP permit. Additionally, Bonus DMPs are valid for antlered or antlerless deer. Adult deer are ≥1.5 years old. Fawn deer are <1 year old.


Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board:  Jerry Fraine, Region 4 Wildlife Manager reported on Big Game: Big Game Hunter Survey; analyze data; Define Wildlife Management Unit aggregates; 
Criteria for reducing harvest of yearling bucks; hunter survey; Initiate deer-forest impact index research; Adopt black bear management plan; Develop a moose research program to estimate population size, growth rate, and assess disease, habitat and other potential limiting factors; Review guidelines and regulations for Deer Damage Permits, and Deer Management Assistance Permits. He also reviewed Land Management & Habitat Conservation by Develop strategic plan for habitat management on state and private lands (early successional habitat); Work on Lands & Forests agreement regarding timber activities on Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs); Develop a General Permit for wetland activities on WMAs; and Part 51 (6NYCRR); Statement of how WMAs should be managed. Jerry reviewed Herpetology Recovery plans for Eastern hellbender, northern cricket frog; Timber rattlesnake surveys of historically occupied dens. The next meeting for the Region 4 FWMB will be at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on April 24th at 7:00 PM 

New York State Safe Act: - Frequently Asked Questions About The State's New Gun Law

What restrictions does the law impose on magazine capacity? - The new law bans the sale and purchase of magazines with the ability to accept more than 10 rounds, effective immediately. Also regulates possession of high-capacity magazines, limiting use of those loaded with more than 10 rounds to the home, target ranges, and shooting clubs.

What if I already own a large capacity magazine?- The state is not confiscating large capacity magazines purchased or owned before April 4. State officials are still working out a procedure, but owners will have to sign a declaration that they owned the magazine prior to April 4. Owners will have to file this "declaration of possession" with the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection by Jan. 1, 2014. What if I already own an assault weapon? - Owners can keep guns purchased, or that they had possession of, prior to the law's taking effect. They will have to declare, in a sworn statement, how many they own by Jan. 1, 2014. Registration only applies to assault-style semiautomatic rifles. The registration procedure is still being finalized, but owners will be required to have a "certificate of possession." What is the fine if I get caught with an assault weapon or large capacity magazine I haven't registered? - People in possession of newly designated assault weapons who fail to register their firearms face a misdemeanor fine of $90. Subsequent violations will be classified as a Class D felony, punishable by up to five years in prison &a $5,000 fine. If I ordered and paid for a gun before April 4 but it arrives after that date, can I legally keep it? Yes, if it is properly registered and you have a receipt. What happens if someone purchased a newly banned item on Thursday, April 4, prior to the law's being enacted? - The governor's office has said that weapons or magazines purchased on April 4, 2013, may be kept until the end of the year, but they are not covered under the law's "grandfather" clause. It is not yet clear what the state will eventually do about those purchases. Who needs a background check? - The new law requires a background check for all gun sales. This will apply to all types of firearms and also to private transactions, including sales between family members. This background check must be performed by either the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection or by a federal firearms license dealer. Details are still being worked out. Who will need a certificate of possession? - Owners of newly designated assault weapons, who possessed them prior to passage of the gun bill, will have to apply for a certificate of possession from the state police. What will I need to purchase ammunition? - Starting Oct. 1, 2013, a state-issued permit will be required to purchase ammunition. This can be a newly created ammunition eligibility certificate or a pistol permit, both of which require a background check and a $35 fee to obtain. The state police will issue this certificate. What if I want to buy a long gun — do I need a permit? - Effective April 1, 2014, you will need a pistol permit or a "long gun eligibility certificate." To apply for a long gun eligibility certificate a person must be 18 years old and must have passed a background check and a firearms safety course, among other requirements. This permit costs $35.  
This, that and some other stuff By Dick Nelson: Between the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association’s lawsuit against Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s New York Secure Ammunition and Firearms Enforcement Act; the disappointing adjustment in the environmental conservation budget bill that would have given the state Department of Environmental Conservation the authority to regulate the use of crossbows during hunting season; news that the state will provide a $500 reward to an individual who turns in his neighbor for possessing an illegal firearm; and the U.S. Senate blocking the United States from entering into the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty, its been a very busy week. Let’s begin with the U.S. Senate. If there were any doubts about Sen. Charles Schumer’s and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand’s position on gun control they were resolved Saturday when each voted against Senate amendment S.AMDT.139 (http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:SP139:) — a modification that would prevent the United States from entering into the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty and uphold our Second Amendment rights. Much to Schumer’s and Gillibrand’s disappointment, the Senate passed the emendation to the budget bill by a vote of 53-46, thus blocking the U.S. from joining the UN Arms Treaty. Given the way the senators vote on all gun issues, I’m just wondering how they can live with themselves, having sworn under oath to preserve and protect the Constitution of the United States. A better question is how do they — and others like them — keep getting re-elected? Are voters that naive? Sen. Schumer has been in the U.S. Senate since 1998, and outside of introducing the Brady Bill and other anti-gun legislation, and appearing every Sunday with some feel-good proposal, I can’t think of any meaningful legislation he has introduced that was passed. Does anyone reading this know of any? I’d love to be proven wrong. As for Gillibrand, she just rubber stamps Chuckie’s votes.

Moving on to the NYSRPA, the lawsuit — which was filed in conjunction with several other pro-gun organizations in federal court in Buffalo last Thursday — argues the NY SAFE Act violates the U.S. Constitution which prohibits infringement of the right of law-abiding citizens to keep commonly possessed firearms in the home for defense of self and family and for other lawful purposes — specifically military-style rifles and shotguns anti-gun zealots refer to as assault weapons. The act, which originally prohibited the sale and possession of a magazine loaded with more than seven rounds and is scheduled to go into effect on April 15, was partially suspended indefinitely by Gov. Cuomo on Monday.

I say partially because the rollback, which now allows 10-round magazines to be sold, still makes it illegal to load more than seven rounds into those 10-round clips.

Cuomo, in his divine wisdom, said the law needed to be amended because manufacturers don’t make seven-round magazines. The measure is included in his $136.5-billion budget and set to be passed this week. The lawsuit names Cuomo, State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, Superintendent of the New York State Police Joseph D’Amico, Erie County DA Frank Sesita, III, and Town of Lancaster Chief of Police Gerald J. Gill as co-defendants.

Finally, Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin (R,C,I-Melrose) is not happy with Gov. Cuomo’s initiative providing a $500 reward that McLaughlin said turns neighbor against neighbor while using their own tax dollars to pay for the program. Last week the Division of Criminal Justice Services emailed the New York State Association of Chiefs of Police outlining the initiative, saying DCJS would confiscate illegal firearms, including those that are not registered but were previously legal. “In December, Gov. Cuomo stated that ‘confiscation could be an option,’ and now it appears he is staying true to his word with this dangerous new initiative,” McLaughlin said in a prepared statement. “Confiscating these once-legal firearms from law-abiding citizens and pitting neighbors against one another does nothing to address the root cause of violence with guns in our society: illegal handguns used by real criminals. While Albany confiscates firearms, evil will unfortunately still wander our streets,” he continued. McLaughlin has been critical of the governor and state Legislature for taking a victory lap while mental health issues, prescription drug abuse and the role of anti-depressants in these recent mass shootings — which should have been the true substance of NY SAFE Act, went so poorly addressed. Dropping anchor ’til next time

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or V.P.Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meeting is held at the old Conesville Fire house. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.
          Friends of Mine Kill & MVS State Park: The next scheduled event will be on June 1st for National Trails Day followed by the Fishing Tournament, an Eagle Hike, The Geo Cache Hike, a Regional Geo Cache Challenge, the Summer Fest, a Toe Jam and the Nature Tent Event during the summer months. A group of local citizens who believe that Mine Kill& Max V. Shaul State Parks need to remain open to the residents of Schoharie County and our seasonal visitors. The parks represent significant recreational and educational opportunities within our region, and we are here to enhance and protect the. Our natural resources and heritage are worth standing up for. We contribute to the best parks in New York State through our membership, teamwork and volunteerism with the Friends. By joining the Friends you will be making the difference in the education of thousands of park patrons. Every dollar donated to the Friends of Mine Kill and Max V. Shaul will go towards furthering the environmental knowledge of park supporters. Additionally a strong friends group shows our politicians how important our State Parks are to the public. As a member you are invited to attend our meetings on the first Wednesday of every month at where you will have the opportunity to contribute to programs and events and to volunteer for special Friends events. To continue our work, we need your ideas, your support, and your time as a Volunteer. Members receive the following benefits: Free or reduced fees at all programs, Regular updates to upcoming programs, Discounted Friends of MK & MVS Merchandise, An opportunity to influence programs at the parks, Receive the Seasonal Friends of Mine Kill newsletter and Free pool passes for 2013 summer season (Based on membership level). Annual Memberships are available, Household $25, Students $18, Seniors (62+) $5, Lifetime (onetime fee) $150, Benefactor $100, Corporate $50, & Individual $10. April programs include: Apr 2nd – Environmental Education program circle,  Apr 6th – Armlin Strong Training, Apr 20th  & 21st Experience the Long Path backpacking, Apr 25th Celebrate Earth Week full moon hike@ Max V. Shaul. 

SUNY Cobleskill College: We still have AFS orange sweatshirts for sale if anyone is interested! Contact Eric Malone for details. Kristi Confortin, student at SUNY Cobleskill studying Wildlife Management is the POC for the next annual Fish and Wildlife Festival. The date is April 27th 2013, starting at 10 AM to 2 PM. Ducks Unlimited Student Chapter Meetings noon on Fridays in Warner Hall. The college Trout Unlimited club is planning an event on April 20th, duck calling and fly tying at mallet pond.  

Summit Sno Riders: info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. TRAIL NOTICE - The trail is completely blocked on S73 between CCC Road (Eminence truck trail) and Rossman Hill Road and also on S73A between Tamarack Road and Sawyer Hollow Road on the hill-side switchbacks.  This is STATE LAND -  do NOT clear trees on State Land.  State Forrester requires designated club members with appropriate certifications and direct permission and supervision to perform any work needed.  Due to these restrictions and limited availability of certified volunteer club members, these sections will likely remain closed. April 15 - Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure. Nestled in the hilltops between the Catskills and the Adirondacks, Summit offers the highest elevations in Schoharie County. Our elevation, roughly 2400 feet, combined with our extensive trail system gives us some of the best snowmobiling in New York. Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions.  


Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter had 58 at their banquet on 4/07/2013 @ the Cavern Palace located on Route 7 Howes Cave, NY.  Contact:  Elizabeth Reinhart - Phone: (518) 673-3965 Email:  donzil@frontiernet.net.  

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported that there were 27 vendors at the Sportsmen show held at Best Western in Cobleskill. He said that they had a good crowd and ammunition sales were a real hot ticket item.    
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property. The membership reported that there were 30 adults with 40 youths taking part in the Ice Fishing Derby on February 23rd.  The derby was held at Bear Gulch Lake.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The last meeting was held on April 18th @ SUNY Cobleskill. This will be the last meeting until September. Guest Speaker Dan Drake gave a presentation on the work DEC has done this past year.  Howard Bartholomew gave an update on the progress of the Schoharie Dam refurbishing. Meetings are now held at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave Extension just off Exit 5 of I-90. The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College. POC is Dan Drake 931-249-3934 or Mike Walchko – 518-234-4192. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. 
Just in Time for Opening Day of Trout Fishing, Trout Unlimited Announces Plans to Restore Catskill Trout Streams. TU and partners plan to improve fish habitat in key streams throughout the region. As anglers in New York anticipate the opening day of trout season, Trout Unlimited (TU) and its partners announce plans to improve several trout streams throughout the Catskill region. TU plans to help improve a number of trout streams in the Catskills and throughout the southern tier of New York. The Cohocton River in Steuben County, Newtown Creek in Chemung County, Owego Creek in Tioga County and Spring Brook in Orange County will all benefit from the stream improvements as will Sands Creek, an important spawning tributary of the West Branch Delaware River in Delaware County. Additional Delaware County projects are also being developed on Russell Brook and Horton Brook, tributaries of the Beaver Kill.

These restoration projects will improve fishing opportunities by reducing stream temperatures, increasing habitat and reducing the amount of sediment that flows into the streams. These projects are funded through the Millennium Stream Improvement Fund, a fund developed as part of the initial permitting and construction of the Millennium Pipeline that runs through the southern tier of New York. The $600,000 fund was established by Millennium Pipeline, LLC for the purpose of improving stream conditions in the areas near to the pipeline route. TU was selected as the organization to administer these projects and is working in cooperation with local organizations to develop and implement projects.

“This is a unique opportunity to work on a number of streams that are important to anglers in New York state,” said Elizabeth Maclin, TU’s vice president for eastern conservation. “Known as the birthplace of American fly-fishing, this area is a destination for many thousands of fisherman and women each year. Restoring and improving these waters is good for both streams and for those that fish them.”

These stream restoration projects are designed to increase and improve spawning and rearing habitat for brook trout and other coldwater species. Projects will include plantings, installing wood structures in the streams to improve stream flow, stabilizing the streambanks and replacing culverts that are a barrier to fish passage. Work plans completed this year. 
"With more than 7,000 members in NYS, TU’s New York members have been actively working with local communities to protect/restore coldwater streams throughout NYS,” said Ron Urban, chair of TU’s New York council.

For more information about Millennium Stream Improvement Fund projects, contact Tracy Brown, TU’s Northeastern Restoration Coordinator, at tbrown@tu.org – Editor’s Note – I can attest to the 
Whitetails Unlimited: The club has again approved one $250 Scholarship to be selected by the SCCA scholarship committee. Also the Chapter has approved the donation of a black powder gun for the SCCA raffle held each year at the Cobleskill Fair. The club will sponsor a youth for NYS DEC Camp if we get any applicants. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting will take place on May 16th at the Rotterdam Library @ 5:30 PM located on West Cott Rd in Rotterdam, NY. There now 198 members.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. On June 1st a 24 footer and our 9th bridge will be built on Rossman Hill. Rain date will be June 2nd. Volunteers are needed to help carry materials and tools to the bridge site and help construct the pre-fabricated pieces. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: May 4 Rynex Corners – Plotter Kill Preserve trail work, POC Mark; May 18th Leader’s Choice hike, POC Dan; June 1st National Trails Day, Rossman Hill bridge project, POC Mark; June 29th Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve Hike, POC Marilyn; July 13th Leaders Choice hike, POC Dan; July 20th Patria State Forest to Rte 30 hike 5 miles, POC Clarence; Aug 10th Canajoharie Potholes & Canal Bike Ride, 1.5 mile hike & 8-9 mile bike ride, POC Mark & Carol; Aug 24th Thatcher State Park 3-4 mile hike, POC Marilyn. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 
Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail. It’s one of the first places in the area to get snow. Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Last meeting on April 4th had 48 in attendance with 4 new members voted in and 3 more new applications read to be voted on next month. Black Powder shoot on Apr 7th starting @ 11AM, had 15 shooters at last event. POC is John Osinski 827-5429. Trap machine is broken, needs to be repaired or replaced. The grant applications will be filled out for an NRA Grant and the DEC grant program. This was voted on and passed to purchase a new trap machine ($5000 plus). Thank you Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) for sponsoring tickets for our 2013 December raffle. The guns are in, the new tickets have been ordered and will be available on May 2nd. 5 tickets were pulled for Dec raffle at April meeting. The club still has $10 buttons for funding the stocking of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding pond. Only 22 sold to date. Poor turn out for a close to 300 club membership. The club will host several 22 Metallic Silhouette shoots this spring & summer. (1/2 & 1/5 scale targets) Range fee: $5; May 7th & 21, Jun 4th, 18th, Jul 2nd, 16th, 30th, Aug 13th, 27th. POC is John Osinski 827-5429. 81 kids received trophies at the Archery Banquet. $825 in sponsor donations were received to help fund the youth archery program. There will be an Eddie Eagle Training program in June, POC Bob Britton. Fishing Derby will be held June 8th, 11Am to 1PM. POC is Steve Czachor 231-3508. Motion for $450 for purchasing fish for fish derby, approved by membership. Will purchase all tiger trout because of last year’s brook trout dying off.  Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594. Joe Moore, 827-4482 is in charge of club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse).  John Bloomer stepped down from Director position, Joe Moore voted in as replacement. Ray Zeh voted to replace Bill Nelson on Board of Directors also. Other Directors include Pete DeBartolo, Bob Britton, Steve Czachor, and John Liddle. Jim Jankowski reviewed our fire/liability insurance policy which comes due in early May. Total cost is close to $3,800. Club approve d two for camp Coby. First to call Joe Kopacz with conformation info from DEC gets approval. Two Clubs Scout Packs are approved for use of archery range & equipment. Road repair plan for April 9th. POC was Dave Wood.        
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The club members are getting ready for their annual trip to Raquette Lake. The club is proving seed money for material, working with a Middleburgh school teacher, Molly Burgett, who is teaching her students how to build to build 30 special bird (Sparrow Hawk) houses. Wes Laraway, a NYS license Wildlife Rehabilitator from Middleburgh, has also helped promote this project. These hawk houses are for sale at $20 each. The club is also setting up a demonstration of fish shocking technique with a SUNY College student at two sites on Panther creek in May. The public is invited for this event. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. The West Fulton Fire Dept. Auxiliary will hold its last breakfast for this Spring 7AM – 11AM on Apr 28.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Mike - My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com 
Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: April 25, 2013, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott bldg at SUNY Cobleskill College.          
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