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                   SCCA minutes of meeting held at Conesville  

                           Firehouse on June 27, 2013.

                     Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 7:40 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 15 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Lone Path North Hiking , Trout Unlimited, Conesville Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, and West Fulton Rod & Gun. May – June minutes were approved with a motion from Carl Stefanik, seconded by Duke Mann. The treasurer’s report for June was approved with a motion from Dave Wood and seconded by John Hornauer. Elections for club officers and Board of Directors were not held.  We need some fresh volunteers to step up. Hopefully on July 25th, our next meeting at the fair booth elections can be held. Interested in holding office please contact Dave Wood or Carl Stefanik, nomination committee. We will be setting up the schedule for volunteers working the fair booth at the Cobleskill Fair Grounds from July 27 through Aug 3rd (8 days). If you would like to help out please contact Mike Zeh by cell phone 518-265-4961 or e-mail mzeh4@nycap.rr.com. The prizes for the Kayak raffle are all set and the tickets are currently being sold with the drawing taking place on the last night of the fair @ 8PM. 2 each Kayaks or $500 is first prize. Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve who has agreed to donate a six bird hunt for 2nd prize, Whitetails Unlimited donated a 50 cal. Black Powder Rifle for the third prize, Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF) has promise SCCA a framed print for 4th prize, Senator Seward & Assemblyman Lopez have promise another $100 donation each for 5th & 6th prizes, NBT And Bank of Richmondville have agreed to supply $50 gift certificates each for 7th & 8th prize. Thank you Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing for sponsoring the printing cost of the raffle tickets. We have already sold over $500 worth of tickets.  

SCCA Fair booth needs painting. Need volunteers – POC is Dave Wood.
SCCA members voted to donate $500 to help pay legal fees of the NYS Rifle & Pistol Association fight against the NYS Safe Act Lawsuit. Several other Gun clubs have also donated. Schenectady Guan-Ho-Ha had a fund raising and sent $14000.00 and Cairo Rod & Gun send $1000.00. Two other local clubs also donated $500 each.  Appeals court rejects suit against N.Y. gun law. contended the law was unconstitutional because it was hastily passed by the Legislature through a message of necessity — a move by the governor that allows a vote on a bill without a three-day waiting period. The courts have ruled that the message of necessity was legal, and it didn’t force lawmakers to act. Accordingly, as plaintiff failed to demonstrate a likelihood of success on the merits of his claim, his motion for a preliminary injunction was properly denied,” the appeals court ruled. Cuomo pushed the Legislature to enact the law in the wake of the shootings in Newtown, Conn., and Webster, Monroe County, saying it will make the state safer. The law expands New York’s assault-weapons ban, requires additional reporting to the state on gun ownership and lowers the number of bullets allowed in a magazine from 10 to seven. Gun-rights groups have assailed the law, and they’ve held regular protests at the Capitol. The Rifle and Pistol Association, the state’s arm of the National Rifle Association, is also suing to have the law overturned, and the state’s Sheriffs Association has joined the lawsuit. “Sheriffs have been steadfast in their view that although there are some beneficial portions of the SAFE Act, many of its provisions are unworkable or unconstitutional,” the sheriffs said in a statement in May. The groups could ask the Court of Appeals, the state’s highest court, to hear the case, but the court is not required to take it.  

Hunter Safety Courses For this summer and fall -Contact e-mail:  raymondzeh@gmail.com
Trapper Safety Course at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY
Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 40 students. Courses are free and required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses... Contact e-mail klhellijas@hotmail.com 

Trapper Safety Course at Richmond Fish and Game Club. Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Municipality Build across from the Richmondville Fire Station. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 30 students. Course is free & required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses POC Steve Kosier 231-3176

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. Sign-up on Sept 3, 2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Municipality Building across from the Richmondville Fire Station.(Class limited to 30) student. On Sept 6 (6 to 9:30 PM) and Sept 7,2013 (8AM to 4PM). Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you.11 years and up to take course. Must attend both days. POC-  Steve Kosier 231-3176

Hunter Safety Course ( Gun )at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh, NY. Sign-up on Sept 9, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 13 (6 to 9PM) and Sept 14, 2013 (8AM to 4PM) Must attend both days. Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 
Hunter Safety Course ( Gun )at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club. Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh,  NY Sign-up on Sept 16,2013 (7 to 8PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 20 (6 to 9PM) and Sept.21, 2013 (8AM to 4PM) Must attend both days. Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com
Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. Middlefort RD, Middleburgh, NY. Sign-up on Aug.12,2013 (7 to 8PM) at the club. Date of course Aug. 17,2013 (8AM to 4PM). Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunters need this to hunt with a bow). Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. No fee charge for course contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com
Bow Safety Course (Bow) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. Sign-up on Aug. 19,2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Municipality Building across from the Richmondville Fire Station. (Class limited to 30 students) On Aug. 24,2013 (8AM to 4PM). Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course. Person to contact Steve Kosier 231-3176
Gun Hunter Safety Course at Conesville Fish/Game Club: Sign-up at Conesville Fire-House, Box 1292 , Route 990V, Conesville, NY 12076 on Sept 24,2013  (7 and 8 PM). Course Date Sept.27  ( 6 to 9:30 PM ) and Sept.28, 2013 (8AM to 4PM) Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a parent to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course.....must attend both days Point of contact Dewey Irving 607-588-6978

NYS DEC: Considerations for Freshwater Sport fish Regulation Changes for 2014-16. The Department is currently considering the following items for the next round of freshwater regulation changes. Proposals will actually be finalized and made available for public comment during the fall of 2013. At this time the Department is soliciting feedback on what may be proposed later this year. To submit input regarding any of the possible changes being considered, send an email with the following subject line: "Possible Freshwater Fishing Regulation Changes [ID number of the regulation you are commenting on]." For your convenience, each "Email a comment." link will fill in the To: and subject lines with the correct information. To ensure we receive and can properly review your suggestions, you must leave the subject line as it appears on the e-mail, and be sure to indicate the ID # (s) of the regulation(s) you are remarking on. Please send a separate email for each possible regulation you would like to make suggestions on! Input will be collected through August 16, 2013 E-mail Comments to fishregs@gw.dec.state.ny.us For changes affecting Schoharie County.   

Creek black bass size limit (2014_R4_09) - Description: Eliminate the "any size" minimum length that currently exists for part of Schoharie Creek, making the entire creek below Schoharie Reservoir consistent with a 10 inch minimum size limit. Rationale: The "any size' regulation for Schoharie Creek between Schoharie Reservoir and the Rte 20 bridge was developed in 1978 based on age data that showed it took 4 years for bass to reach 10 inches. It was felt at the time to be unnecessary to limit anglers to creeling fish greater than 10 inches in this section. Creel census data throughout the state shows that the percentage of fish creeled has declined significantly since the 1970s as the Catch and Release ethic has gained in popularity. Additionally, a 2009 DEC sampling for bass in this section showed that bass over 10 inches are not rare. Removing the "any size" special regulation will help simplify the regulations in two counties without likely imposing a reduction actual harvest (just potential harvest).

Deletion of special trout regulation for trout at Schoharie Reservoir (2014_R4_11) - Description: Eliminate the current special regulation for trout at Schoharie Reservoir. Rationale: The reservoir is now managed as mostly a cool/warm water fishery. With trout stocking having been terminated a special regulation for trout is no longer warranted, and statewide general regulations can apply. 
The New York State Power Authority –Blenheim/Gilboa: The N.Y.S. Power Authority has offer to pay for printing 400 copies of SCCA’s 2013 Activity Report for hand outs for our fair Booth and also for this fall’s Wildlife Festival held at Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center on September 28th, their 27th annual event.  Stephen Ramsey would like to schedule the next meeting of the Wildlife Management Task Force in September at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center; 11:30AM – 1:30PM.
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board:  The last FWMB meeting was held on June 26th with 20 in attendance. Larry DiDonato, the newly promoted Captain of Region 4” ECOs gave a brief report on the violations in Otsego County with deer jacking, several fish violations along with some environmental tickets issued this past year. He reported that there is an academy of 32 ECOs and 17 Rangers who will graduate in October. Jerry Fraine, Wildlife Manager reported on CWD regulations being reviewed after the CWD showing up in the states of Maryland & Virginia. With the growing concerns on NYS DEC issuing deer nuisance permits, the department is making it a little harder to receive these permits. Previous landowners are forced to fill out annual reports, no reports no new permits issued. Jerry reported that bear complains are down compared to 2012 and some deer task force surveys still need to be completed. DEC is accepting applications for trapping & hunting bobcats for this fall. Swine Regulations at State legislation and are working on movement and breeding restrictions taking effect in 2015. He also reported that some wildlife, (horned owl, fisher, gray squirrel &skunk) have died as a result of the public using rat poison.  Pete Innes, Region 4 Natural Resources Supervisor, reported that DEC has purchased 246 acres through the Open Space Plan. He also reported that the Constitutional Pipe Line Company has filed with PERKS but no certificate has been issued for the propane pine line which is proposed from Pennsylvania through Schoharie County. There will be two Constitutional Amendments on the voters’ ballots this fall for a couple of land swap deals that NYS DEC are involved with. The public has to approve land swap deals before DEC can continue.  Pete reported that the Emerald Ash Borer non-native insect has now been found near Unadilla located in Delaware County. He reviewed the continued efforts of DEC with Looking Glass Pond, which has been given to the Access Coordinator for Handicapped projects, funding is an issue.  Chris Van Maaren, Region 4 Fish Manager reviewed the proposed regulations changes coming in the next year. He reviewed the trailer parking restriction changes near the Village of Cooperstown; the Village is proposing to limit parking even more than it is now. NYS will e-mail alerts on changes with the Mohawk River, watch DEC website. Still no FWMB State minutes on DEC website from last Spring meeting! Albany County Sportsmen are pushing for State Legislation to pass a bill which would allow Rifle deer hunting in Albany County. Tracy Lamanec showed a video of when he attended DEC Camp DeBruce in 1955. Area Sportsmen are still looking for better signage for state lands from NYS DEC. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting on Sept. 25th at 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Friends of Mine Kill & MVS State Park: Summer 2013 has begun! Make a trip out to Mine Kill and Max V. Shaul State Parks,    Saturday to celebrate the opening of the Mine Kill Pool Complex and so much more! POC is Mike Fagerstrom, Environmental Educator - Mine Kill/Max V. Shaul State Parks; North Blenheim, NY 12131. 
SUNY Cobleskill College: Three college students helped the Middleburgh Rod Gun club do their fish stocking at the Cobleskill Holding on June 14th.

Summit Sno Riders: info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. April 15 - Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam.  

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May.   

Conesville Rod & Gun Club: The club would like to sponsor a pheasant youth hunt on September 28th.  Tell will have a raffle with a black powder gun as 1st prize, 2nd prize - hunting vest and 3rd prize - a gun case. Only 500 tickets to be sold @$5 each. Price Chopper to print tickets.  A club member has been trapping the invasive species, Louch fish from the Manorkill stream for the last three years. 3 years ago he trapped 140, two years ago he trapped 8 and this past year only trapped one. DEC is currently interested in eradicating this water body to stop this fish from spreading to the Schoharie Reservoir. Selling 50/50 tickets, drawing to be held at Club’s Annual diner in August. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter has again donated a print for the SCCA fair raffle. NWTF Convention and Sport Show Sets Records held at Nashville, Tenn. — More than 46,000 turkey hunters flocked to Nashville recently for the annual NWTF Convention and Sport Show. A wave of camouflage and a barrage of turkey calls were seen and heard throughout the weekend as turkey hunters came out in force to celebrate the NWTF's 40th anniversary and support its mission of wildlife conservation and the preservation of our hunting tradition. Wayne LaPierre, CEO and vice president of the NRA, attended and spoke to a standing-room-only crowd of 600 to respond to President Obama's proposals for new restrictions on lawful gun owners. The Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center received a big boost, filling more than 6,200 rooms — 200 more than the previous year. New NWTF memberships nearly doubled from the past convention. The sport show featured a record 721 vendors and included the best and newest hunting gear, home decor, Chevy vehicles, boots, turkey calls, artwork and other products. This was the NWTF's 37th convention, one of the most heavily attended hunting shows in the country. For more information contact - Elizabeth Reinhart - Phone: (518) 673-3965 Email: donzil@frontiernet.net.  

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported that there will be another course offered this fall. Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 40 students. Courses are free and required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses... Contact e-mail klhellijas@hotmail.com    
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club is selling $5 tickets for a fund raiser. Winner will receive a Remington 887 – 12 ga.Nitro Mag shotgun, Armor Lokt finish, Camo Pattern 28” barrel, shoots 2 ¾”, 3”, 3 1/2” Ammo. Drawing will be held October 1st.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property located on High View Rd. .    

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The last meeting was held on April 18th @ SUNY Cobleskill. This will be the last meeting until September. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited.

Whitetails Unlimited: The club officers met on May 13 to order the merchandise for September auction. The club has again approved one $250 Scholarship to be selected by the SCCA scholarship committee. Also the Chapter has approved the donation of a black powder gun for the SCCA raffle held each year at the Cobleskill Fair. The club will sponsor a youth for NYS DEC Camp if we get any applicants. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited banquet will be held on the fourth Sunday in September, 9/22/13 at the Best Western of Cobleskill.  

Long Path North Hiking Club: There now 198 members.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: Aug 10th Canajoharie Potholes & Canal Bike Ride, 1.5 mile hike & 8-9 mile bike ride, POC Mark & Carol; Aug 24th Thatcher State Park 3-4 mile hike, POC Marilyn. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Last meeting on July 11th had 24 in attendance with 3 new members voted in and one read to be voted on next month. Thank you Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) for sponsoring tickets for our 2013 December raffle. Tickets are available, POC Bob Britton. The club still has $10 buttons for funding the stocking of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding pond. The club is hosting several 22 Metallic Silhouette shoots this summer. (1/2 & 1/5 scale targets) Range fee: $5; Jul 30th, Aug 13th, 27th. POC is John Osinski 827-5429. Sarah Michaels received the $250 Middleburgh School senior Scholarship. Membership reviewed the minimum age limit for fish derby. A motion was made to establish the age required to be from 3 to 15 years old. Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The Club’s sponsored Emily Skowfoe for camp Colby has returned from camp, created a poster for the fair booth display. Received a thank you note from Boy Scout Troop 4 for use of club on 6/27. The grant application was turned in and tentatively approved by DEC through e-mail responses. 
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: At the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club meeting on 4/2/13, the club voted in favor of the 10” Smallmouth Bass limit between the Esperance bridge and the NYPA dam that was introduced by Chris Van Maaren at the SCCA meeting on 3/28. The club is currently trying to set up a demonstration of a fish shocking technique with a SUNY College student at two sites on Panther creek this spring. The students are having problems getting approval from the college to utilize the equipment needed for the demonstration because the use of overtime for an advisor to oversee the use of college equipment is required. No volunteers (advisors) have been available. The public will be invited for this event when it is scheduled. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.     
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com 
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Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: July 25, 2013, @ 6:00 PM to be held at the SCCA Fair Booth, Cobleskill Fair grounds. Fair booth setup will be done at this time.
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