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              SCCA minutes of meeting held at Curtis Mott 

               Bldg, SUNY Cobleskill on February 28, 2013.

             Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 22 in attendance counting 10 college students. Jan – Feb minutes were approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Carl Stefanik. The treasurer’s report for Feb will be added to the March report next month. Elections for club officers and Board of Directors will be held on April 25th at our annual meeting. Anyone interest in holding office please contact Dave Wood or Carl Stefanik, the nomination committee. 
The membership approved the purchase of two new Old Town Kayaks (prizes) for our Fair raffle. Whitetails Unlimited has donated another Black Powder Rifle and NWTF has also promise SCCA a framed print.  I will contact Senator Seward and Assemblyman Lopez for a $100 donation and will also contact NBT And Bank of Richmondville for a $50 donation certificate. Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Reserve has also agreed to supply another six bird hunt for a raffle prize like she did last year.  
 Spring dates for the Early Youth Turkey Hunt will be April 20th & 21st. 

A week at NYSDEC Camp. 11 -17 year olds, Apply early, most slots are filled within the first three weeks after Feb 19th. $350 per camper for one week stay. Sponsorships available by different clubs. 2013 session dates are June 30 thru August 17th. There are four different camps. Visit NYS DEC Website for info.  http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html SCCA has approved two youths for Camp Coby, Evan Handy & Gabriel Warner. 
Carl Stefanik is currently working on next year’s SCCA Activity Report. Please e-mail information along with pictures to Carl. cstefanik@nycap.rr.com
SCCA has written a resolution opposing the NYS Safe Act passed into law this past January. This was sent to our State and Federal political elected representatives. A copy will be posted on our website.     
The SCCA received three more applications for the $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship from SUNY Cobleskill students in the Wildlife & Fisheries programs. These are currently being considered. 
SCCA Dues are due January 2013. We have received annual dues from four of the clubs and about only ten individual members so far this year. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA had 18 clubs who paid Association dues last year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mail to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.     

Feb 28, 2013 – Over 10,000 attended the Sportsmen Rally in Albany – NRA  President David Keene told a rally of thousands of opponents of New York's new gun control law Thursday that his group will help them ensure that the Second Amendment rights passed down to them will be passed on to future generations. "We've lost battles before. We will not lose the war," Keene said. He was cheered by the throng that filled the Albany park west of the Capitol, many arriving on 165 buses from across the state and advocating repeal of one of the toughest gun-control laws in the U.S. "New York has proven once again that it can top Washington in terms of the high-handedness of some of the people that hold its highest offices," Keene said. "I'm here to join you in protesting the fact that your governor is willing to sacrifice the constitution, your rights as citizens and the prerogatives of his legislature on the altar of his own ambition and on the ego of Michael Bloomberg of New York City." The law enacted Jan. 15, pushed by Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo, sets a seven-bullet limit on magazines, tightens the definition of illegal "assault weapons" and requires owners of formerly legal semi-automatic guns to register them. "We will not comply," the crowd chanted. Several protesters said it is unconstitutional, violating their right to bear arms. They also chanted, "Cuomo's got to go." Two lines in the morning stretched through the underground concourse of Empire State Plaza. The lawsuit challenging the SAFE ACT has been filed by the NYSRPA and can be viewed at website http://www.nysrpa.org/files/safe/nysrpa-safe-lawsuit.pdf . To help support the NYSRPA you become a member by joining online at http://www.join-nysrpa.org .  Another rally will take place on March 23 in Syracuse. Arizona’s Sheriff Mack will be there. As of March 20th 53 out of 62 counties in NYS have opposed or in the process of opposing the New York SAFE ACT.    

The New York State Conservation Council; March 14, 2013 The Council wishes to express its opposition to the passage of the NY SAFE Act of 2013. The SAFE Act is an example of the legislation that results when governments, without any clear understanding of the complexities involved, react precipitously to a horrific incident. The desire to "do something" overcomes the preferable path of dispassionate evaluation of the real problem and a reasoned discussion of solutions. The result is legislation that abridges the rights of the law-abiding majority and burdens the exercise of those remaining while having little or no impact on the root cause. For almost five decades, the Council has had clear, consistent positions on firearms possession and use: To oppose control measures which levy discriminatory or punitive taxes or fees on the purchase, ownership or use of rifles, shotguns, pistols, and revolvers (hereinafter referred to as firearms). 1. To oppose legislation that would require firearms registration or that would require any citizen to give any governmental authority at any level, any accounting of ownership, acquisition, or disposition of firearms. 2. To oppose legislation that would interfere with the unrestricted legitimate recreational use and ownership of firearms by law-abiding persons. 3. To oppose legislation that would disarm the law-abiding citizen so that they could not protect themselves, their family, their property, and their community.


The SAFE Act of 2013 recently signed into law in New York is just wrong. It protects no one; it just attacks the legal gun owner. It creates more possible victims than it protects. Beyond the threats to our Second Amendment rights is the serious threat to the democratic process on which this country was based. Forcing bills through the legislative process without adequate time for all stakeholders to participate now appears to be the new norm for sensitive issues.


Our legislators deserved more consideration and time to review proposals as far-reaching as this one. As residents of the State of New York, we deserve more respect. Regardless of one's position on this issue, the citizens of New York will remember the assault on the principles of democracy perpetrated by the method used to get this legislation passed.


The public's discourse with the SAFE Act has been clearly demonstrated. So has their willingness, if asked, to be involved in a process to seek a resolution to the gun violence in this state, this country. The SAFE Act needs to be repealed. What is needed now is real communication and discussion by all who really seek an effective remedy to the gun violence problem; and it is not the restriction of legal gun owners' rights. The NYS Conservation Council stands ready to participate in this process.  Yours truly, NYS CONSERVATION COUNCIL, INC - Charles Parker President signs with slogans like, "Don't tread on me." Some signs depicted Cuomo as a fascist dictator. Extra state troopers were on duty. They estimated the crowd at "5,000-plus," spokeswoman Kristin Lowman said. No incidents were reported.

The New York Rifle & Pistol Association, organizer of the rally, and other opponents has filed notice of their intent to sue in an attempt to overturn the law. At least 22 counties, whose clerks and sheriffs would be responsible for registration and enforcement, have passed resolutions calling for at least partial repeal. 


Thomas Hranek, an engineer from Endicott and military veteran with two sons in the Army, said it's a significant issue because the Second Amendment "undergirds the rest of our freedoms." Cuomo had been doing well until forcing through this law, he said, adding that he could never get elected president now. "These are the people that make up the backbone of this society. You're looking at solid, respectable citizens," Hranek said, nodding toward the demonstrators. Several said it will make criminals of law-abiding gun owners, who keep them for security as well as hunting, when authorities should be putting actual criminals in prison for years to curb crime and shootings.

 
Cuomo has said the new law "will limit gun violence through common sense, reasonable reforms that include addressing the risks posed by mentally ill people who have access to guns and banning high capacity magazines and lethal assault weapons." He advocated it after authorities say a troubled 20-year-old killed 20 children and six adults at a Connecticut elementary school using a semi-automatic rifle and large magazines illegal under New York's law.


While the Cuomo administration and legislators are discussing possible amendments, the only ones disclosed so far would clarify that exemptions for filmmakers firing blanks and for police will continue under the new law.

Spring meeting April 6. nyscc@nyscc.com for information.


Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: NYS DEC held a public informational meeting at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on Feb 27, discussing the move to reduce sporting license fees. Under the proposal, a resident fishing license would go from $29 to $25 and would be valid one year from the date of purchase. A fishing license currently ends on Sept. 30, regardless of date of purchase. Seven-day and one-day fishing licenses would remain at $15 and $5, respectively, while a combination big/small game hunting license would decrease from $29 to $22. Bowhunters would only save $1 ($21-$20), while junior bowhunters (age 12-15) would save $5 ($9-$4). On the other hand, a muzzleloading license would drop from $21 to $11. The proposal does away with the Conservation Legacy and Trapper Super Sportsmen licenses. The trapper license would be included in hunting license. The cost of a Super Sportsmen and Sportsmen license remains $88 and $47, respectively. Turkey and Deer Management Permits remain at $10 each. The license year would run from Sept. 1–Aug. 31. It currently runs from Oct. 1–Sept. 30. The justification for this restructuring was because the private contractor (DESIP) who created the programming software and provided the licenses fro the past few years will not renew there services. NYS DEC will now have that responsibility. This proposal will simplify the system reducing the number of license types available. It will eliminate the various combination licenses (sportsman, super sportsman, trapper super sportsman, conservation legacy) It will change the license year from 10/1-9/30 to 9/1- 8/30. There will be no change in the current set of carcass tags. While fees are reduced the Conservation Fund remains solvent for at least 5-years at current and projected levels of spending. This proposal will become effective February 1, 2014 to coincide with the transition to the new e-licensing system. Current fees and structure will remain through calendar year 2013. Discussion on 10 “Small mouth Black Bass requirement on Schoharie Creek south of Esperance Bridge.  DEC wants to make this a new requirement so it will be the same as rest of NYS. Also DEC is trying to trim down the thickness of the Freshwater fishing guide. NYS DEC is planning on re-certification for all hunter education Instructors this next year.  They have finalized the DEC Sports Educational Coordinator manual and updated the Instructor Handbook. They have developed a strategy to implement on-line student, instructor, and classroom management for all Sports Educational Courses. They have developed a problem analysis concerning instructor recruitment and retention, and have made specific recommendations to address those problems. DEC will do a hen survival study the next four winters to help set fall hunting regulations and banding 400 hens each year installing radio transmitters on 80 (approx). There is an on going turkey hunter survey which was started in January through March. There will be a Migratory Game bird task for season dates in April along with breeding waterfowl pair surveys and will have a preseason banding of approx. 500 black ducks. There will also be a Mute Swan Management Plan. The Bald Eagle Conservation Plan is almost complete, the spruce Recovery Plan is done; maybe introducing birds in the Adirondacks. Winter raptor work continues; short eared owls & Northern harriers. DCE will be monitoring Marsh birds. For the Furbearer: Bobcat Management Plan is complete and team is working on permit system for WMUs 4F,4O, 4A. They are working on a Fisher Management Plan using trail camera stud going on in WMU 4O this winter and next. DEC is developing an approach to assess the status of fisher & river otter populations in Central & Western NY along with developing a methodology to look at the population decline of muskrats. Deer numbers should be out soon from last years season.       

 The next meeting for the Region 4 FWMB will be at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on April 24th at 7:00 PM 

Hunter Safety Courses For this Spring - Contact e-mail:  raymondzeh@gmail.com

Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club

Sign-up on April 8, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age.

Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Course Date on April 12 (6 to 9 PM) and April 13, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM) Must attend both days 
Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses. Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Rod / Gun Club 

Sign-up on  April 15,2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Village Office across from the Richmondville Fire Station Class limited to 30 student. On April 19 (6 to 9:30 PM) and April 20, 2013 (8 AM to 4PM) 

Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you....

11 years and up to take course.....must attend both days - Person to contact Steve Kosier 231-3176

 Bow Hunter Safety Course Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club

Sign-up on April 29, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the club

Date of course May 4, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM) Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter needs this to hunt with a bow)

Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up.  Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

No fee charge for the course contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 
Trapping Course will be held on March 23rd @ Middleburgh R&G Club, Sign up on Mar 18th between 7-8 PM.  Had 60 sign up so they will split and hold an additional class in April, both classes are full.   
         
 New York State DEC: 2012 IS ONE OF THE HIGHEST BEAR HARVESTS ON RECORD FOR NEW YORK 


New York bear hunters took 1,337 black bears during the 2012 hunting seasons, making last year the third highest bear harvest on record in New York, state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.  Only the 2003 harvest (1,864) and 2009 harvest (1,487) surpassed last year’s take.   


“New York has excellent bear habitat and vast, accessible public lands that offer exciting opportunities for bear hunting,” said Commissioner Martens. “Black bears are thriving in New York, and they represent a great resource for all New Yorkers. Through the NY’s Open for Hunting and Fishing Initiative, Governor Cuomo is improving opportunities for hunting in New York State.”
	2012 Black Bear Harvest Comparison

	
	2012 Totals
	2011 Totals
	5 Year Average 2007-2011

	Statewide
	1,337
	1,258
	1,244

	Adirondack
	606
	275
	547

	Central – Western
	289
	353
	197

	Southeastern
	442
	630
	500


 NYS DEC has announced the launch of their new online camper registration program that replaces paper applications and checks.  They will begin accepting registrations for all campers on Monday, March 25 at 10:00 AM. With this new system, you will be able to tell immediately which camp sessions have openings, and you will receive automatic confirmation of registration. You can access the online registration system now to set up your account, but you will not be able to register your child/children for camp until registration opens on March 25. 
A link on the DEC Camps web page at www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html will take you to the online registration system. (Go to www.ultracamp.com/clientlogin.aspx?idCamp=405&campCode=dec to access the online registration system directly.) Follow the instructions on the website to set up an account and register your child/children for the camp session(s) of your choice. If your camper is sponsored to attend DEC camp, your sponsor will provide you with a payment code to enter at the “check out” section of the registration process. All others will be prompted to provide payment by credit card or e-check. They have tried to anticipate questions that may arise, and are here to assist you if you encounter difficulties. We look forward to the improvements this new system will bring to our registration process. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact camp staff at 518-402-8014, or email us at edcamps@gw.dec.state.ny.us  and we will respond as quickly as possible. 
There were close to 2000 in attendance at the  “We The People Rally” on March 16th 2013  at the Daughters of American Revolution building on Main Street, Schoharie, New York according to the Times Journal. There were several guest speakers including Senator Seward and Assemblyman Pete Lopez.  There were several speakers, veterans who served during World War II, Korea War & Vietnam War. 
New York Power Authority: SCCA is looking for funding support to help pay for printing expenses of our annual Activity Report. Stephen Ramsey would like to schedule the next meeting of the Wildlife Management Task Force in September at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. Meeting will start at 11:30AM – 1:30PM.


West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or V.P.Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meeting is held at the old Conesville Fire house. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.
          Friends of Mine Kill & MVS State Park: A group of local citizens who believe that Mine Kill& Max V. Shaul State Parks need to remain open to the residents of Schoharie County and our seasonal visitors. The parks represent significant recreational and educational opportunities within our region, and we are here to enhance and protect the. Our natural resources and heritage are worth standing up for. We contribute to the best parks in New York State through our membership, teamwork and volunteerism with the Friends. By joining the Friends you will be making the difference in the education of thousands of park patrons. Every dollar donated to the Friends of Mine Kill and Max V. Shaul will go towards furthering the environmental knowledge of park supporters. Additionally a strong friends group shows our politicians how important our State Parks are to the public. As a member you are invited to attend our meetings on the first Wednesday of every month at where you will have the opportunity to contribute to programs and events and to volunteer for special Friends events. To continue our work, we need your ideas, your support, and your time as a Volunteer. Members receive the following benefits: Free or reduced fees at all programs, Regular updates to upcoming programs, Discounted Friends of MK & MVS Merchandise, An opportunity to influence programs at the parks, Receive the Seasonal Friends of Mine Kill newsletter and Free pool passes for 2013 summer season (Based on membership level). Annual Memberships are available, Household $25, Students $18, Seniors (62+) $5, Lifetime (onetime fee) $150, Benefactor $100, Corporate $50, & Individual $10. April programs include: Apr 2nd – Environmental Education program circle,  Apr 6th – Armlin Strong Training, Apr 20th  & 21st Experience the Long Path backpacking, Apr 25th Celebrate Earth Week full moon hike@ Max V. Shaul. 

SUNY Cobleskill College: We still have AFS orange sweatshirts for sale if anyone is interested! Contact Eric Malone for details. Kristi Confortin, student at SUNY Cobleskill studying Wildlife Management is the POC for the next annual Fish and Wildlife Festival. The date is April 27th 2013, starting at 10 AM to 2 PM. Wild Game diner/Chinese Auction possibly at the Elks Club in early March. Funds to support 50/50 SUNY Cobleskill & SCCA.  Looking for donations for auction. Tickets are available for the Nucanoe until March 26, 2013. If anyone has extra tickets and money, please give it to Alicia. Ducks Unlimited Student Chapter Meetings noon on Fridays in Warner Hall. The college Trout Unlimited club is planning an event on April 20th, duck calling and fly tying at mallet pond.  

Summit Sno Riders: info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. TRAIL NOTICE - The trail is completely blocked on S73 between CCC Road (Eminence truck trail) and Rossman Hill Road and also on S73A between Tamarack Road and Sawyer Hollow Road on the hill-side switchbacks.  This is STATE LAND -  do NOT clear trees on State Land.  State Forrester requires designated club members with appropriate certifications and direct permission and supervision to perform any work needed.  Due to these restrictions and limited availability of certified volunteer club members, these sections will likely remain closed. April 7 - Pancake Breakfast   Conservation Club - 8am-12pm, April 13 - Stuffed Pizza - Conservation Club - 12pm-7pm, April 14 - Stuffed Pizza -        Conservation Club - 12pm-4pm, April 15 - Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure. Nestled in the hilltops between the Catskills and the Adirondacks, Summit offers the highest elevations in Schoharie County. Our elevation, roughly 2400 feet, combined with our extensive trail system gives us some of the best snowmobiling in New York. Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions.  


Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is planning another banquet. Event Date:  04/07/2013 Location:  Cavern Place located on Route 7 Howes Cave, NY.  Contact:  Elizabeth Reinhart - Phone: (518) 673-3965 Email:  donzil@frontiernet.net. in the spring of 2013. Schoharie County (NWTF) donated a new 20 gage shotgun for the Schoharie County Hunter Safety Class usage. 

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported that there were 27 vendors at the Sportsmen show held at Best Western in Cobleskill. He said that they had a good crowd and ammunition sales were a real hot ticket item.    
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property. The membership reported that there were 30 adults with 40 youths taking part in the Ice Fishing Derby on February 23rd.  The derby was held at Bear Gulch Lake.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: Meetings are now held at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave Extension just off Exit 5 of I-90. The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College. POC is Dan Drake 931-249-3934 or Mike Walchko – 518-234-4192. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold its April meeting on the 15th at 7:30 PM at the Albany Ramada Plaza Hotel, 3 Watervliet Ave. Ext., Albany, NY 12206. Our guest speaker will be Evan Botcher from the Hungry Trout Fly Shop with a presentation on fishing the Ausable River and surrounding area. Just in time for the Chapter’s Ausable trip in June. Our guest fly tier will start at 6:30 PM. Plenty of tickets for the Banquet’s Hornbeck canoe raffle. For more details, directions, and info on upcoming events please visit www.clearwatertu.org. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. For more details, directions, and info on upcoming events please visit www.clearwatertu.org. Congratulations to the 2013 canoe raffle winner. His name is Dylan Diamond and he is 12 years old and lives in Mayfield, NY. He bought his ticket at the Johnstown Outdoor Show. Dylan is a Boy Scout and enjoys hunting and fishing. He especially enjoys fishing and lives near a lake so that he will put the canoe to good use. The Clearwater Banquet was another huge success this year with over 150 people in attendance. Besides Dylan, everyone was a winner! Chapter awards were also presented also and Ron Dorn won the Cornerstone Award and Bill Wemple was this year’s Volunteer Award winner. 
 
Whitetails Unlimited: The club has again approved one $250 Scholarship to be selected by the SCCA scholarship committee. Also the Chapter has approved the donation of a black powder gun for the SCCA raffle held each year at the Cobleskill Fair. The club will sponsor a youth for NYS DEC Camp if we get any applicants. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting will take place on May 16th at the Rotterdam Library @ 5:30 PM located on West Cott Rd in Rotterdam, NY. There now 198 members.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Had 15 hikers show up for the Feb 23rd hike and 10 hikers for the Mar 16th hike at Shual’s Park. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Elections of officers were held at the March meeting. Mike Zeh made a motion to nomination the same officers as last year second by Glen Patterson. The club Secretary cast one vote. Mark Traver-President, Harold Guest-Vice President, Clarence Putnam-Secretary, and Cherie Clapper-Treasurer. Last year two bridges un Pleasant Valley, old section 29 MP4.35 & 4.60, were washed out by Irene. This past October, DEC placed two 40 foot I-beams across the stream for a new foot bridge up-stream from the first crossing. DEC also provided all the lumber. Long Path members provided the transportation and labor to build the deck and handrails. The trail re-route to the new bridge adds a half mile to the section. The second bridge DEC is building will also carry snowmobiles, and is half completed at this time. On June 1st a 24 footer and our 9th bridge will be built on Rossman Hill. Rain date will be June 2nd. Volunteers are needed to help carry materials and tools to the bridge site and help construct the pre-fabricated pieces. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: Apr 20th Leader’s Choice hike, POC Dan; Apr 22nd Earth Day Hike, Featherstonhaugh State & Schenectady Co. Forest,4-miles POC Mark; May 4 Rynex Corners – Plotter Kill Preserve trail work, POC Mark; May 18th Leader’s Choice hike, POC Dan; June 1st National Trails Day, Rossman Hill bridge project, POC Mark; June 29th Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve Hike, POC Marilyn; July 13th Leaders Choice hike, POC Dan; July 20th Patria State Forest to Rte 30 hike 5 miles, POC Clarence; Aug 10th Canajoharie Potholes & Canal Bike Ride, 1.5 mile hike & 8-9 mile bike ride, POC Mark & Carol; Aug 24th Thatcher State Park 3-4 mile hike, POC Marilyn. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 
Summit Conservation Club:  Club will be serving Pancake Breakfast 8AM-12PM on Apr 7th. Also Stuffed Pizza will be served (Sat 12PM – 7PM)+(Sun 12PM- 4PM) on Apr 13 &14. The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail. It’s one of the first places in the area to get snow. Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Last meeting on Mar 7th had 48 in attendance with 9 new members voted in and 4 more new applications read to be voted on next month. Black Powder shoot on Apr 7th starting @ 11AM, had 15 shooters at last event. POC is John Osinski 827-5429. Trap machine is broken, needs to be repaired or replaced. Will get prices on new or rebuilt machine for next meeting. The grant application which the club was going to apply for to help club to purchase a new trap machine ($5000 plus) has some restrictions which concerns many club members so the club has decided not to apply. Thank you Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) for sponsoring tickets for our 2013 December raffle. The guns are in, the new tickets have been ordered and will be available in April. 5 tickets were pulled for Dec raffle at March meeting. Club spent $5,660 on the guns for this next December raffle. The club has once again approved the selling of $10 buttons for funding the stocking of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding pond. Guest Speaker Kim Ryan, Principal of Boght Hill school near Albany, gave a training seminar on Reducing the Risk and keeping your Organization safe from Child Sexual Abuse. Training objectives were to increase awareness of the symptoms and consequences of child sexual abuse, to underscore the club’s vulnerability to child sexual abuse and create an understanding of liability concerns and policy guidelines regarding screening, supervision and reporting. Risk factors include Isolation, Accountability and power. By using space and additional adults reduce rise. The club will establish a plan for prevention. All new club membership applications will have background check for sex offender status by going through sheriff’s office. The club will host several 22 Metallic Silhouette shoots this spring & summer. (1/2 & 1/5 scale targets) Range fee: $5; May 7th & 21, Jun 4th, 18th, Jul 2nd, 16th, 30th, Aug 13th, 27th. POC is John Osinski 827-5429. A youth archery league has finished up with the banquet on Mar 16th. On Mar 8th &9th there were over 60 youths competing in the archery tournament with several receiving trophies. There were 142 youths signed up for the youth archery program this winter. There will be an Eddie Eagle Training program in June, POC Bob Britton. Fishing Derby will be held June 8th, 11Am to 1PM. POC is Steve Czachor 231-3508. Motion for $450 for purchasing fish for fish derby, approved by membership. Will purchase all tiger trout because of last year’s brook trout dying off.  Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594. Joe Moore, 827-4482 is in charge of club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Middleburgh Fire Dept asks for permission to set up fireworks display, membership rejected idea because of liability issues. 22” Brown trout caught in Minekill creek. The club needs to clean out the lead trap on the indoor pistol range. Ray Zeh has donated four lead pots to the club. John Bloomer stepped down from Director position, Joe Moore voted in as replacement. Other Directors include Pete DeBartolo, Bob Britton, Steve Czachor, John Liddle and Ray Zeh.       
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The club held another ice fish derby on Mar 2nd at Franklin Valie Pond. Several kids showed up who were new to the sport so it was a good event. The club is proving seed money for material, working with a Middleburgh school teacher, Molly Burgett, who is teaching her students how to build to build 30 special bird (Sparrow Hawk) houses. Wes Laraway, a NYS license Wildlife Rehabilitator from Middleburgh, has also helped promote this project. These hawk houses are for sale at $20 each. The club is also setting up a demonstration of fish shocking technique with a SUNY College student at two sites on Panther creek in April. The public is invited for this event. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. The West Fulton Fire Dept. Auxiliary will hold its last breakfast for this Spring 7AM – 11AM on Apr 28.    

[image: image6.png]|||||||||



 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  The SCCA Website has all the past Newsletters posted.  Please send association club information. Mike - My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com 

Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: March 28, 2013, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott bldg at SUNY Cobleskill College.          
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