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                    SCCA minutes of meeting held at SCCA Booth  

                           Cobleskill Fairgrounds on August 22, 2013.

                     Attendance is needed from each club for their






 input on club activities

     SCCA’s President Raymond Zeh called the meeting to order at 6:00 with the pledge 

of allegiance with 15 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Lone Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, Sharon Springs Path Finders, Richmondville Fish & Game, Coby Fish & Game and West Fulton Rod & Gun. July-August minutes were approved with a motion from Bob Britton, seconded by John Hornauer. The treasurer’s report for August was approved with a motion from Liz Reinhart and seconded by Joe Moore. Elections for club officers and Board of Directors were delayed again.  We still need some fresh volunteers to step up. Hopefully on September 26nd our next meeting at SUNY Cobleskill elections can be held. Interested in holding office please contact Dave Wood or Carl Stefanik, nomination committee. 
The membership reviewed the individual membership applications and voted to continue with the requirement of having a sponsor signature for new memberships. 
Motion to hold Kayaks over for 2014 raffle by Liz Reinhart, seconded by Mark Hotaling.

Reviewed youth pheasant hunt for this fall. Motion made by Doug Handy to purchase $400 worth of pheasants if NYS DEC doesn’t supply them. Motion seconded by Liz Reinhart.  Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has offered to donate a Blackpowder gun for the event.

SCCA will be setting up a booth at the Wildlife Festival on September 28th which will be held at the Blenheim/Gilboa NYS Power Authority on Route 30 South of Blenheim. 

Motion to purchase more shopping bags used during the Cobleskill Fair for handing out educational material. Carl Stefanik and Bob Britton will get prices from different sources for next months meeting. Last time SCCA ordered 5000.

Reviewed Fish & Wildlife representatives for Schoharie County Region 4 FWMB. Carl Stefanik and Michael Zeh are currently on board as Sportsmen Representatives and Dave Wood and Gerald Hamm are Landowner representatives. Mike Brandow and Earl Van Wormer are Legislator representatives.  Neither legislator representatives attend the 5 meeting held each year. The membership will be voting on this next meeting which will be forwarded to the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors so a resolution can be created which will be sent to DEC. 
SCCA representatives, Carl Stefanik and Michael Zeh met with Schoharie County Treasurer, William Cherry on September 12 to review our annual budget request. We submitted our request last month for the 2014 budget. Final approval is voted on by Schoharie County Board of Supervisors at the December Bd. of Supervisors Meeting in Schoharie.         
Hunter Safety Courses For this summer and fall -Contact e-mail:  raymondzeh@gmail.com
Trapper Safety Course at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY
Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 40 students. Courses are free and required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses... Contact e-mail klhellijas@hotmail.com 

Trapper Safety Course at Richmond Fish and Game Club. Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Municipality Build across from the Richmondville Fire Station. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 30 students. Course is free & required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses: Steve Kosier 231-3176

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Fish & Game Club.  Class had 48 signed up. 9/3/13

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. Class had 59 signed up. 9/9/13 
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club. Class has 57 signed up 9/16/13

Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club.  Class had 42 signed up. 8/12/13  

Bow Safety Course (Bow) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. Class had 44 signed up. 8/24/13 

Gun Hunter Safety Course at Conesville Fish/Game Club: Have received 28 phone calls asking for directions as of 9/19/13. Class will likely be filled up very quick.  Suggest you get there early if you want in! Sign-up at Conesville Fire-House, Box 1292 , Route 990V, Conesville, NY 12076 on Sept 24,2013  (7 and 8 PM). Course Date Sept.27 (6 to 9:30 PM) and Sept.28, 2013 (8AM to 4PM) Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a parent to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course.....must attend both days Point of contact Dewey Irving 607-588-6978

NYS DEC:  Work has been completed on the spillway of Franklin Vly.  Removal of gravel allows the water flow to return south to the Catskill creek toward Preston Hollow away from the village of Middleburgh. Work at Looking Glass Pond is still under review for repair, possible using NYS Handicapped Funding. A $2500 award was approved for repairs using Habitat/Access Funding over two years ago but with Storm Irene work has been delayed.  The pressure treated docks have been removed and the spillway is currently plugged and the pond is full and running over the top of the spillway. DEC will do the pheasant stocking last week in September. If you can help out call Josh Choquette 607-657-7367 or e-mail: jpchoque@gw.dec.state.ny.us for more details. Schoharie County release for 2013 sites included: Conesville - Bear Kill Rd. NYCDEP land near Brand Rd. and Karlau Rd. Respect property and nearby private residences. (YH, RS). Conesville - CCC Road off of South Mountain Road at Green County line; clear cuts on South Mountain State Forest. (YH, RS). Richmondville - Lape Road. (YH, RS). Richmondville - Beards Hollow Road. (YH, RS). Schoharie - Sunnyside Road to Deere Lane (private road). (YH, RS). YH - Youth Hunt areas, RS – Regular 
National Shooting Sports Foundation: NSSF tracks and reports monthly U.S. import units for several sporting arms, ammunition, and optics categories from the U.S. International Trade Commission. The results for July 2013 compared to July 2012 are: Handgun imports increased 10.4 percent from 263,830 to 291,341 units. Within the handgun category, Pistol import units rose 12.6 percent from 231,735 to 260,986 units while imported Revolver units decreased 5.4 percent from 32,095 to 30,355 units. Rifle imports were up 26.2 percent from 89,049 to 112,401 units. This category has been adjusted to exclude HTS codes 9303304010 & 9303308005 (Telescopic Sights Imported with Rifles). Shotgun category posted a 17.2 percent increase in imported units from 77,012 to 90,285. Muzzleloader category increased 4.4 percent from 18,863 to 19,690 units. Other Cartridges (excluding Shotgun cartridges) category increased 36.3 percent from 188.7 million to 257.2 million units.  Shotgun Cartridges category increased by 162.2 percent rising to 44.7 million units as compared to last year’s 17.0 million. Telescopic Sights: Telescopic sights with rifles (HTS codes 9303304010 and HTS 9303308005, defined as telescopic sights or other optical devices suitable for use with arms, if mounted on a firearm or entered with the firearm on which they are designed to be mounted) increased 0.7 percent from 4,314 units to 4,346. Telescopic sights for rifles (HTS code 9013101000, defined as telescopic sights for rifles not designed for use with infrared light) decreased 6.2 percent from 438,905 units to 411,529. Telescopic sights for rifles (HTS code 9013103000, defined as telescopic sights for rifles not elsewhere specified or included [NESOI]) rose 128.3 percent from 6,054 units to 13,822. Binoculars: Prism Binoculars [not for use with infrared light] (HTS code 9005100040) decreased 15.6 percent from 344,763 units to 291,117. Binoculars HTS code 9005100080 [Other Binoculars, NESOI] increased 43.8 percent from 485,642 units to 698,285. 

U.S. Total Imports: In Units - Source: U.S. International Trade Commission - USITC Firearms and Ammunition Export Data for July 2013. NSSF tracks and reports monthly U.S. export units for several sporting arms, ammunition, and optics categories from the U.S. International Trade Commission. Below are the results for July 2013 compared to July 2012. Handgun exports decreased 3.9 percent from 16,060 to 15,426 units. Within the handgun category, Pistol export units decreased 4.2 percent from 14,889 to 14,268 units while imported Revolver units dropped 1.1 percent from 1,171 to 1,158 units. Rifle exports were up 25.6 percent from 24,633 to 30,939 units. Shotgun category posted a 8.7 percent increase in exported units from 13,205 to 14,353. Muzzleloader category decreased 90.6 percent from 1,197 to 113 units exported. Other Cartridges (excluding Shotgun cartridges) category rose 3.2 percent from 58.6 million to 60.5 million units exported. Shotgun Cartridges category decreased 53.9 percent declining to 3.4 million units as compared to last year’s 7.3 million. Telescopic Sights: Telescopic Sights for Rifles (HTS code 9013102000, which includes military use) dropped by 42.8 percent from 57,411 units to 32,850. Binoculars: Prism Binoculars [not for use with infrared light] (HTS code 9005100040) increased 1.3 percent from 13,486 units to 13,667. Binoculars HTS code 9005100080 [Other Binoculars, NESOI] increased 128.7 percent from 18,352 units to 41.971. INFOGRAPHIC: Hunting In America. Big Bucks, Big Impact on the Economy - Did you know that hunting's $38.3 billion economic impact in 2011 was more than Google's annual revenue? Hunting has a huge impact on the American economy. Hunting supports more than 680,000 jobs.  
The New York State Power Authority –Blenheim/Gilboa: The NYPA Wildlife Management Task Force did meet at the Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center on September 12th with seventeen representatives from SUNY Cobleskill, NYS DEC Region 4, Schoharie County Conservation Association, Pheasants Forever, Minekill State Park Management, and several NYPA employees from Safety/Security, Upper Management, Public Relations, and Relicensing Managers.  Items reviewed were the Relicensing of the Blenheim/Gilboa Power Plant which expires in 2019 (30-50 year), Environmental and Safety Issues, the funding of two Communication Towers which will provide cell service from Grand Gorge to the village of Schoharie, changing of the boating accessing process, extending the hours for fishing the upper reservoir, the installation of a new 7.5KVA power cable from the power house to the spillway, archery permits, stocking of trout and walleye fish, possibility of doing some dredging of the lower reservoir, and allowing the use of electric trolley motors on the upper reservoir. To date 62 archery applications have been accepted so far for this hunting season, still no gun hunting allowed on NYPA lands. 256 boating access permits were issued this year. There were 250 cars entered in the June Car Show Event @ NYPA.  Enhancement for the Blue Bird Trail is underway from Visitor’s Center to the Minekill State Park. Other items reviewed were the fish derbies held over the summer and the Hemlock Woolly Adelid which has affected 100s of trees in the Minekill Park. A $60,000grant was granted using NYS Environmental Funds to treat these infected trees by injecting the trunks using the Arborjet, Wedgle, and Mauget systems. This is being done on all infected Hemlocks which are 6” in diameter over a seven year process.  There is also a new hiking trail near Max Shaul State Park.  SCCA will plan on having a booth setup at the fall’s Wildlife Festival held at Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center on September 28th,  27th annual event.
New York State Conservation Council: 80th Annual meeting to be held Sept 20-22, 2013 @ Hotel Utica, Utica NY. Award banquet on Friday night, resolutions voted on Saturday along with elections of officers.  

Minekill State Park: Mine Kill Madness 5K Run/Walk will be held on October 5th @9AM. It will start at the Mine Kill Pool complex. Registration available at www.nysparks.com/parks/165  $15 per person or $50 per family. All receive a care package with t-shirt, water bottle, Clif Bars, Chobani yogurt. 518-827-6111 for info.   
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next Region 4 FWMB meeting on Sept. 25th at 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
SUNY Cobleskill College: Dan Hannon will possibly do the second part of his presentation on his fisher project which he started last year. Kevin Berner would encourage everyone to check out the SUNY Cobleskill Fisheries and Wildlife Facebook page.  We are going to keep an active presence here this semester letting everyone know what we are doing.  You can connect to the page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cobleskills-Fisheries-and-Wildlife-Department/180310552046677
Summit Sno Riders: info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. April 15 - Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam.  

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May.   

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter did sponsor a Youths Jake event on August 24th from 11AM-2PM. There were seven shooters who had a great time shooting archery, 22’s, learn turkey calling skills, Animal caller ID contest as well as the famous Carmelita Scavenger Hunt. For more information about club contact - Elizabeth Reinhart - Phone: (518) 673-3965 Email: donzil@frontiernet.net.  

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported that there will be another course offered this fall. Sign-up on Sept 23, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on Sept 28, 2013 (8 AM to finish) Class is limited to 40 students. Courses are free and required to buy your Trapping/hunting Licenses. e-mail klhellijas@hotmail.com    

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club is selling $5 tickets for a fund raiser. Winner will receive a Remington 887 – 12 ga.Nitro Mag shotgun, Armor Lokt finish, Camo Pattern 28” barrel, shoots 2 ¾”, 3”, 3 1/2” Ammo. Drawing will be held October 1st.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: Our Sept meeting will be held on the 24th in the Home EC. Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Agenda includes Clearwater report by Mike Walchko, Battenkill Cleanup on October 26th, and Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road) with Ed Van Putt who has authored several books on Catskill Fly Fishing. 

Old business will be reviewed (Doc Shaul’s Spring & Trout in the classroom), new business to be reviewed – meeting dates for student’s club 9/24, 10/22, 11/26; Wildlife Festival NYPA 9/28; Mallet Pond clean-up; Creek Side Sports New Fly Shop in Schoharie; Cobleskill Reservoir; Charles Wlasniewski will present a program on his summer experience working on salmonoid conservation research on the Lemhi River/Snake River in Idaho. Last on the agenda will be a raffle for raising funds for the club.  Hope to see you there and bring a friend. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 54 Years. October 15 - NYS Trout Season Ends. 

SPECIAL NYSCTU CONSERVATION FUND RAFFLE: The New York State Council of Trout Unlimited is raffling off an outstanding rod and additional prizes. Raffles are $5.00 each or 3 for $10 or 10 for $25.00. Prize #1: Sage Z-Axis 9' 5-weight 4-piece Fly Rod. This is THE ultimate trout rod! Prize #2: Gift certificate for a two (2) night stay for up to 4 people at Dream Catcher Estates & Cabins in one of their “Executive Cabins” located on the West Branch of the Delaware River approximately 2 miles upstream from the Hale Eddy Bridge. Expires: 09/30/14 (Regular pricing $170.00/night x 2 nights = $340.00 value) Donated by Leonard Solomon - Owner, Dream Catcher Estates & Cabins (www.dreamcatcherlodgeny.com) Prize #3: Fly fishing “Basket of Cheer”, Donated by Orvis of Greenvale, Fred Versace - Manager Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the NYSCTU Conservation Fund. Help support the fund that gives back to chapters, providing financial assistance for projects on our home waters. The drawing will be held at the November NYSCTU General Meeting on Saturday, November 9th, 2013 in Pulaski, NY. Tickets will be available at the next Council meetings (September and November) or you can purchase them via mail by sending a Check or Money Order and this coupon to: NYSCTU 2013 Conservation Fund Raffle c/o Ron Urban- Chairman PO Box 815 Port Ewen, NY 12466 Your name will be added to number of tickets and placed in raffle.  
Name: _________________________________________Phone ____________________________
Address: _______________________________ _________________________________________

1 ticket = $ 5.00, 3 tickets = $ 10.00,  10 tickets = $ 25.00
Whitetails Unlimited: 144 Tickets have been sold for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited banquet which will be held on the fourth Sunday in September, 9/22/13 at the Best Western of Cobleskill. Tickets can not be purchased at the door, must be purchased in advance. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 
Long Path North Hiking Club: There now 205 members.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up-coming club outings are Sept. 22 @ Vroman’s Nose – 30th annual Hike, Mill Valley Rd. parking, noon to 5PM self-guided, volunteers will be on hand to answer questions, sell shirts, take memberships & renewals; Oct 5 – Leaders choice hike, POC Dan for details; Oct 19 – LP Section 29, Minekill State Park to North Blenheim, your choice 3, 5, or 10 mile hike, POC Clarence: Nov 2 – Leaders choice hike, POC Dan for details; Nov 17 – Hunting Season safe zone, Plotterkill Preserve, 3.5 miles depending on snow, POC Mark; Dec 7   – Leaders choice hike, POC Dan for details; Dec 21- First Day of Winter, Charleston State Forest, Part 3, 2 - 4 miles depending on snow, POC Mark for details. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Last meeting on Sept 5th voted in three new members. Thank you Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) for sponsoring tickets for our 2013 December raffle. Tickets are available, POC Bob Britton. Still have $10 fish stocking buttons available. Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The Club’s sponsored Emily Skowfoe for camp Colby has returned from camp, created a poster for the fair booth display. The grant application was turned in and tentatively approved by DEC through e-mail responses. Still no word from DEC on grant final approval. 
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: At the last meeting 9/3/13 membership made plans for the annual Tim Murphy Run which is scheduled for Oct 12. Volunteers are needed for traffic control. The club will hold their Fall picnic on September 21 at the Panther Creek Farm. They will shoot the turkey-shoot $35 targets which help fund the event. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. Breakfast starting up again on Sept. 29 at the Firehouse Lady Auxiliary.      
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com 

Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: September 26th, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott building @ SUNY Cobleskill College.
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