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SCCA minutes of meeting held at Richmondville
      Fish & Game Club on May 24, 2012.  
   Attendance is needed from each club for their
 input on club activities.
SCCA President, Raymond Zeh, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 13 in 
attendances with 9 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Richmondville Fish & Game, Conesville Rod & Gun, Schoharie Co. FWMB representatives, NYSPA Wildlife Task Force members, and SCCA Association members.  Gerald Hamm made a motion to accept the March/April minutes from the last meeting, seconded by Mark Hotaling.  Willy Karlau made a motion to accept the March/April treasurer’s report, seconded by Dewey Irving. A vote of the membership approved the minutes & treasurer’s reports. 
The Kayak Raffle for this coming Sunshine Fair is under way. Tickets were handed out to Associate members to sell. Carl Stefanik, Ray Zeh, Walt Zeh, Dave Wood and Mike Zeh sold over $450 in tickets sales at the Cobleskill College Wildlife Festival on April 28th. Tickets were sponsored by Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh again this year. Volunteers needed for working fair booth. POC is Michael Zeh, cell # 265-4961.   

SCCA did participate in the William Terry Career Day @ Gilboa Central School on June 1st from 9AM to 3PM. There were Archery & Black powder shoot displays along with allowing youths to shoot archery.  Several local businesses did demonstrating their labors, a maple syrup display along with NYS DEC & NYS DEP supporting the event with personnel. This was the third year for the event and each year it gets bigger.

A new sign promoting the Looking Glass pond has been built and installed by our fellow sportsman, Dave Wood. This new sign has been installed at the intersection of Route 30 and Schoharie Co. Rte. 4-West Fulton Road.     

Received information on a new Sporting Goods Shop opening up in Cobleskill. It is located @116 France Lane behind the Key Bank across from the feed store. (old coop store). It is run by Mike Spenello who used to work at Taylor & Vadney @ five corners in Rotterdam. Phone number is 518-234-2400.
Received $1000 from Schoharie County Board of Supervisors for the SCCA 2012 Budget. 

Schoharie County Sheriff’s gave SCCA two boxes (200) of the gun locks for giving out at the fair booth to promote Gun Safety.  
Hunter Safety Courses: POC are Raymond Zeh - E-Mail raymondzeh@gmail.com and Raymond Barber E-mail robcob1@verizon.net. Here is a list of the training dates for this coming summer & fall. 
Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses. Crossbows info taught @ Gun Courses. 
Bow Hunter Safety Course - Richmondville Rod/Gun Club, date of course August 25, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM) - Sign-up on Aug 20th (7 to 8 PM) at the town hall. Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter need this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Gun Hunter Safety Course at Richmondville Rod & Gun Sign-up on Sept 4th (7 to 8 PM) at the town Hall. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older.   Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course date on Sept 7, 2012 (6 to 9 PM) and Sept 8, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM). Must attend both days.  

 Bow Hunter Safety Course at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY/ Sign-up on Sept 10, 2012 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older.    Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course date on Sept 15, 2012 (8 am to finish) Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

 Gun Hunter Safety Course at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Sign up date is Sept 17, 2012 (7-8pm) Course dates are Sept 21st (6:30 -9:30 pm and Sept 22nd 8 am to finish) Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.   

 Gun Hunter Safety Course at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Sign up date is Sept 24, 2012 (7-8pm) Course dates are Sept 28th (6:30 -9:30 pm and Sept 29th (8 am to finish) Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.   

Trapping Course @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club – Sign up date is Sept 24th (7-8pm) Course dates are Sept 28th (6:30 -9:30 pm and Sept 29th (8 am to finish) Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.
  Gun Hunter Safety Course sponsored by Conesville Rod & Gun Club, at the Conesville Firehouse. Sign up date is Oct 1, 2012 (7-8pm) Course dates are Oct 5th (6:30 -9:30 pm and Oct 6th (8 am to finish) Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.   
NYPA: Received a response from the Resolution about opening 72 acres up to gun hunting. After a full and sincere review of our request it is the Authority’s decision to continue unchanged the project’s current recreation plan which is on file with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FREC) and provide a multitude of public recreational opportunism including archery an crossbow hunting by permit in approved areas. There decision is to not expand the existing hunting provisions, keeping with the Authority’s 55-year history of not permitting firearms hunting inside the property boundary at any of their facilities throughout NYS. This notice came from Lynn H. Hait, Regional Manager for Central NY, NYPA.  The next meeting for the Wildlife Task Force will be on the week of July 9th @ the Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center. There were 2,425 trout stocked between the upper & lower reservoirs between April & May this spring which were purchased from SUNY Cobleskill college.  
  
Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board – Jerry Fraine, Region 4 Wildlife Manager- Jerry is the acting Fisheries Manager until Norm McBride’s position is filled.  There was a meeting of managers from the Bureau of Wildlife, where they met with the leaders of the various bureau teams.  Some highlights: The Big Game Team will be tasked with producing a black bear Management plan by the end of the fiscal year, similar to the current draft Deer Management Plan.  The team will also produce a moose research plan.  The Migratory Game Bird Team is tasked with adopting a mute swan plan by the end of the year. The Furbearer Team will produce a fisher management plan.  The Upland Game Bird Team will contract Cornell’s Human Dimensions Research Until to do a survey of turkey hunters.  A study of turkey hen survival will take place, focusing on the affects of an all day spring gobbler hunting on hen disturbance.  The Sportsman’s Education Team will finalize the Regional Sportsman’s Education Manual update and revisions to the Instructor Handbook. The Bird and Mammal Diversity Team will produce draft management and conservation plans for both bald eagles and peregrine falcons by July and have final plans by December 31.  A Citizens Task Force deer meeting was held in archery-only WMU 4J.  The task force recommended a 10% reduction in the deer population.  Citizens Task Forces are planned for WMU’s 4B, 4P, 4S, 4W, 4Y and 4Z.  Bear complaints have been down a bit compared to recent years.  The Region 4 Wildlife Unit has a new bear trap with a cantilevered door, which will be much safer to the public than the standard guillotine door.  


Bill Schongar, Regional Forester (filling in for Peter Innes, Natural Resources Supervisor) - The Rensselaer Plateau was recently designated Forest Legacy Area.  Another Forest Legacy Area, the Taconic Mountain Forest Legacy Area in Columbia County, was designated decades ago.  This designation makes it possible for forest land in the areas to be preserved through the purchase of development rights and such, in part by using federal money awarded on competitive basis through the Forest Legacy Program.  The Open Space Plan is scheduled for an update, with work beginning in early 2013 and completion in 2014.  DEC Dam Safety staff determined Looking Glass Pond in Schoharie County is safe as is.  Regional engineers will have to sign off on Dave Wood’s proposed design change to the outflow box.  DEC is exploring funding options to repair or replace the dock.  The Forest Practice Board, and advisory board which was similar to the FWMB but has been inactive for decades, was officially ended by legislation passed in Albany.  The vacant habitat biologist position in Stamford has been filled by the individual who was doing much of the work for the past three year as a contract employee.  Staff is still busy with flood related stream permits, and is assisting counties with grant applications.  There is a newly acquired fishing access site on the Susquehanna River at Compton Bridge in the Town of Milford, Otsego County.  The DEC acquired 124 acres on the Hudson River in the towns of Coxsackie and Athens, which will be known as the Vosburgh Swamp Wildlife Management Area.  This new WMA will provide upland and waterfowl hunting opportunities, and was purchased for $1.6377 million dollars.  The head of the Region 4 Real Property Unit is retiring, which will slow the already slow acquisition process even more.  


Dan Zielinski, Fisheries Biologist- Efforts to procure Public Fishing Rights on the Walloomsac River is underway.  The flood damage to docks on the Hudson River in Germantown has been repaired.  The Canajoharie docks that were lost to the flooding on the Mohawk River will not be replaced until 2013.  DEC is working with DOT for access sites on the Susquehanna River at Oneonta Southside and Portlandville.   The five-year process to acquire/create the King Footpath access to the East Branch of the Delaware River is finally being completed.  A new PFR section on Onesquethaw Creek in Albany County will be finalized soon.  Other acquisition projects are underway. Region 4 is participating in a statewide project called The Fate of Stocked Trout, which consists of a creel census and population estimate sampling. Last year the focus was on the upper West Branch of the Delaware River. This year it is being conducted on Kinderhook Creek, which is more suitable for the population estimate work than the West Branch.  The same number of two year-old trout and slightly more yearling trout will be stocked in Region 4 this year as compared to last.  A few streams that suffered extensive flood and heavy equipment damage will not be stocked this year.  At the last Region 4 meeting held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on April 25th Jerry Fraine, Big Game Manager for Region 4 reported on the 5-year Management Deer Plan which the Public comment period ends on May 21st. He said that state should get the Bear Management plan out this coming year. DEC has developed a Migratory Game Bird team to review the White Swans (Invasive Species). Developed a Fur Bearer Plan (Bobcat & Fisher, record year for trappers. They are looking at developing a means for getting a more accurate moose count in the state, reviewed the new Bobcat Management Plan, DEC will do another Turkey survey with Cornell doing sampling, new Sportsmen Education Manual, and a new Bald Eagle Management Plan (getting high numbers this year on numbers of nest and chicks).  He reported that a bear broke into a Green County Home. DEC testing a new bear trap. Lots of Brook trout being caught in Schoharie Creek by Blenheim/Gilboa spillway. He reported that the Looking Glass Pond received a safe condition OK to keep spillway as it is. It is currently filling back up. No need to raise the level of the dam height. New dock will be installed with disable accessibility. (checking on funding issues). New NYS DEC Building being built at Five Rivers. Open Space Plan has June 2014 completion date. Reviewed the elimination of term limits for FWMB members. 124 acres purchased by NYS for over 1 million dollars along the Hudson River in Green County. Access issues with Public Fishing Rights (need updates and signage). Reviewed flooding on Mohawk & Hudson Rivers, Canajoharie docks are gone (won’t be replaced until 2013). Native Stock trout survey in Kinderhook Creek – trout are moving from stocked areas. Two year old trout were stocked on April 24. Black Bass are not wintering in normal areas in Region 4. Rock Snot increasing in East & West Branches of Delaware River.  DEC reviewed some of the stream repairs, embankment removal. Some towns are looking for direction from DEC on stream repairs. Eagles are doing great in Region 4 with missing the snow storm which hit Western NYS the chicks are staying warm & healthy. Norm McBride retiring after 38 years with NYS DEC. 42 properties purchased by FEMA on Priddle Creek in Schoharie County – town of Esperance.        
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure. Nestled in the hilltops between the Catskills and the Adirondacks, Summit offers the highest elevations in Schoharie County. Our elevation, roughly 2400 feet, combined with our extensive trail system gives us some of the best snowmobiling in New York. Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. Trails are currently closed. 

Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: Schoharie County Ridge Runners did host their annual banquet/auction on 3/31/12 with close to 65 in attendances. The Chapter did make a profit this year even though the auctioneer did not show up. Liz and Don Reinhart were both on hand doing an excellent job.  Phone:  518-673-3965 or Email: donzil@telenet.com. The Chapter is once again donating a Wildlife Print for the SCCA Raffle held during the Sunshine Fair. They had done this for many years.  Thank you Liz & Don. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The Club is having trap shoots the 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 9AM, from June through September. Kids Fishing derby on June 23rd @ Cobleskill Park. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College in room 200. POC is Dan Drake 932-249-3934 or Mike Walchko. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited, so please bring a friend(s) and meet with many of the local ‘expert’ Fly Fishers, Fly Tiers, and Conservationists. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 53 Years.  Contact President Mike Walchko @ 234-4192.

Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on September 17th when all tickets must be turned in for the banquet being held on September 23 at the Best Western in Cobleskill. Doors open at 1:00 PM. Tickets are $16 each. For tickets contact John Bloomer or Michael Zeh. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: What is LPNHC? The Long Path North Hiking Club was formed by volunteers in 1994 to help build and maintain the LP from the Catskill Forest Preserve north thru Schoharie, Albany and Schenectady counties. The club also organizes hike outings, publishes newsletters and performs highway clean-ups on NYS Rte. 30 through NYS DOT’s Adopt-A-Highway program. Total Membership is now at 207. Website for club has been updated. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: June 30 Manorkill Falls & LP Sect. 26, 4 miles, Leader: Clarence. July 14 Fred Schroeder Memorial Trail & LP Sect. 34, 4-5 miles, Leader: Marilyn. July 28 Hike/cook0out, North-South Lake, call Carol for details. August 11 Vroman’s Nose Hike for the 300th Anniversary of Middleburgh, Leader: Carol. August 18 Sawtooth Mt. & Pyramid Peak in Adirondacks, 10 miles, Leader: George. August 25 Cave Hike, helmet & light required, Leader: Carol. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail. It’s one of the first places in the area to get snow. Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Seven new members voted in and seven new applications read to be voted on next month. Agreed to purchase a full paid ad for Middleburgh's 300th anniversary/birthday brochure.  One member asked about having a club float in the Parade (first weekend in August). The club was thanked for the archery and black powder presentations at the William Terry memorial at Gilboa-Conesville CSC.  Also for the use of archery equipment. There were about 30 in attendance at the club's Father-Daughter archery shoot on June 3rd. Dave Wood reported on the SCCA and asked for members to sign up to man the Fair booth from July 27- August 4th.  Contact is Mike Zeh. Trap on Friday nights starting at 6 PM. POC is Angelo Porfirio.  The club is having 22 Caliber Rifle silhouette & novelty shoots on Jun 26th, Jul 10th, July 24th, Aug 7th, and Aug 21st. POC is John Osinski.  There will be 1/5th scale swinging target, ½ scale swinging targets, and novelty gong targets. Adults charged $5 and Juniors charged $2 (12-16).  Bob Britton is POC for the Dec. raffle again. Tickets are available. This is what pays the bills so we can enjoy the benefits of the club. It costs over $10,000 to open the clubs doors each year between land, school, and village taxes; liability & fire insurance, mowing of grass & cleaning of club house, plowing of road & parking lot. The guns have been received for this 2012 December’s raffle, and Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) has again sponsor tickets. $250 Scholarship funding approve for Middleburgh School and Club member’s relation (son, daughter, or grandchild). The club pond was stocked with 120 brook, brown and tiger trout for the Kids Fishing Derby which was held on June 9th. Ninety seven kids were registered.  About 24 fish were caught including 11 trout, mostly tiger trout. Some bass and perch were also caught.  Taylor Albert caught the largest trout, 12 ¼ “long, Theo Lagece tied for second with Alexis Skowfoe with 11 1/4 “trout. A 15 ¼” bass and a 12 5/8” perch were also caught.  – Steve Czachor did another outstanding job as chairman. He was able to get enough donations from area businesses so each youth received a prize. Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. The club is looking for a new secretary, John Davis has resigned because of personal issues. Any interest call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594.      

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will be held on August 7th. The Cabin Fever party was held @ Pee Wee’s house on May 12 with close to 75 in attendances. A couple fund raiser targets were sold to help raise money for a young girl from up north (Meco Fire House) who is 4 months old and needs open heart surgery. They were also selling raffle tickets for a rifle for her benefit. The tickets were $5 each or 5 for $20.  The drawing was held on June 3rd and was won by yours truly, Mike Zeh. They raised over $2000 for McKrace Evans and her family. The club will sponsor two more Dorwin Hamm Scholarships this fall. Justin Sheward & Rick Clark will be resurveying Panther Creek & House creek to compare this to the survey done about five years ago. Mark Cornwell has all the data from the previous survey. This project would be funded by the Timothy Murphy Run account. The club also agreed to act as the administer and fund a 5K Run on May 19 as part of the 300 year celebration of the town of Middleburgh. The club also agreed to supply two floats for a parade which will be done this fall. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take“. This motto continues of strong membership & support of local businesses.    

[image: image4.png]


 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  Mike  
February’s SCCA Meeting Adjourned @ 9:15 PM. 
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June 28th  2012, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting to be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club sponsored by the Conesville Rod & Gun Club.        




1
1

