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SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill

College on March 22, 2012.  Attendance is needed 

from each club for their input on club activities

SCCA President, Raymond Zeh, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 17 in 

attendances with 10 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Trout Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game, TWS, AFS, Schoharie Co. FWMB representatives, NYSPA Wildlife Task Force members, and SCCA Association members.  Also in attendances were 4 students from SUNY Cobleskill. Gordon Emerson made a motion to accept the February’s minutes from the last meeting.  There was no treasurer’s report. Will combine the March & April in one report next month. A vote of the membership approved the minutes/newsletter. Federal Income taxes were completed for 2011, e-filed on March 20, 2012. 

Raffle for this coming Sunshine Fair is under way. SCCA members agreed to purchase two kayaks ($800) instead of a canoe this year. Second prize this year will be a six bird pheasant hunt donated by Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve. Their website is http://www.stonewallboarding.com. Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a black powder gun for second prize.  Will contact Senator Seward for a $100 gift card, Assemblyman Lopez for a $100 gift card, NBT Bank for a Gift Package, Richmondville Bank for a $50 Gift Certificate and NWTF for a print to be used for the prizes. The Kayaks were picked up by Dave Wood and Doug Handy.  The cost was close to $900 but they were able to get a $100 gift certificate with the kayaks which can be used for another prize or for some other event. They also picked up the paddles for both kayaks. The tickets have been ordered @ Times Journal and Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh has once again agreed to sponsor the cost of the ticket printing. Thank you Dick!   

Discussions on the draining of Looking Glass Pond by NYS DEC for the repair of the overflow system.  SUNY Cobleskill went up to do some oxygen sampling and found less than two feet of water and one foot of ice.  They did find that some areas did have adequate amounts of oxygen to substance fish life.  Mark Cornwell, a college instructor was surprise that the college wasn’t notified by NYS DEC to try to relocate some of the bigger fish before draining Looking Glass Pond. 

SCCA has received 14 applications for the Dorwin Hamm Memorial Scholarship from SUNY Cobleskill students. To be eligible students should be actively carrying out a project which contributes to the conservation of fisheries or wildlife resources in Schoharie County. The student must be enrolled in the Fisheries or Wildlife Technology AAS, Wildlife Management BT, or Fisheries & Aquaculture BT major. Their project must be approved by a faculty member in the Fisheries and Wildlife programs at SUNY Cobleskill. Examples of possible projects include fish & wildlife population surveys, habitat surveys, radio-tracking studies, development of web-pages for conservation groups, preparation of conservation education materials or displays. Membership and active participation in the campus Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Student Sub-Unit of the American Fisheries Society, SCCA or SCCA affiliate groups will enhance the application. The applicant must have at least a GPA of 2.0 at the time of the application and before the scholarship is awarded the student must give a presentation at the SCCA meeting and submit a final written report about the results of the project. A committee of Dave Wood, Doug Handy, Carl Stefanik, Ray Zeh, John Hornauer and Mike Zeh reviewed all the applications selecting a possible eight for approval.

 1. Elizabeth Sullivan - Conservation Project - Hunting mortality of Ruffed Grouse - sponsor Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club - Presentation to be given on May 4th at Middleburgh Club, 7:30 PM.

 2. Eric Davis - Conservation Project - Frequency of predators locating Duck nest sites - sponsor, SCCA - Presentation at April's SCCA meeting @ SUNY Cobleskill on April 26th, 7:00PM.

 3. Michele Watkins - Conservation Project - Survey on Salamanders near Looking Glass Pond - Sponsor Field Of Grace - Presentation at Middleburgh Library POC is Peter DeBartolo, cell # 421-8493.

 4. Kelsey Pangman - Conservation Project - Vernal Pool in Warnerville - Sponsor Whitetails Unlimited -  Presentation at April's SCCA meeting @ SUNY Cobleskill on April 26th, 7:00 PM.

 5. Charles Wlasniewski - Conservation Project - Zimmer/Fox Creek, Rainbow Trout Movement - Sponsor, West Fulton Rod & Gun Club - Presentation at West Fulton Firehouse on May 1st, 7:30 PM. 

 6. Indie Bach - Conservation Project - Surveying the impact of fish after flooding in Schoharie County - Sponsor, SCCA - Presentation at April's SCCA meeting @ SUNY Cobleskill on April 26th, 7:00 PM.

 7. Arthur J. Sinicropi - Conservation Project - Fisheries assessment using Electric Trawl - Sponsor, SCCA - Presentation at April's SCCA meeting @ SUNY Cobleskill on April 26th, 7:00 PM.

 8. Justin Hulbert - Comparison of Lake Trout spawning grounds in Otsego Lake - Sponsor, SCCA - Presentation at April's SCCA meeting @ SUNY Cobleskill on April 26th, 7:00 PM.

New Stone Dock at Franklin Vly.

Carl Stefanik is currently working on the 2012 SCCA Booklet. These will be available for our fair exhibit.

Gordon Emerson is currently working on a resolution to support the hardtop Boat Launch on Goodyear Lake located in Otsego County.  He is working with a representation from that area.  

Guest Speaker: Norm McBride, NYS DEC Region 4 Fish Manager. SCCA presented Norm with a plaque for his 38 years of service to the Sportsmen & Sportswomen of NYS. Thank you Norm! Norm is retiring from NYS DEC on May 30th. Norm gave a final report on the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture Project 2007-2011, NYS being one of 17 eastern seaboard state participating. Primary goals were to halt the decline of brook trout and to restore fishable populations. The Region 4 objectives were to update inventory of brook trout waters because many of these smaller streams have never been surveyed or the survey data was old and outdated. The benefits of the survey were the increase stream projection through Article 15 (upgrade 545 unprotected streams to protect status and to help evaluate future impact of climate change. Some of the problems included the reclassification of unprotected streams to protected streams may be delayed until watershed reclassification hearings are scheduled. Such hearings are already many years overdue for the Region 4 watersheds. An Interim registry is under consideration but there is a legal question of whether this could be essentially regulating through policy which may or may not be permissible.  In Schoharie County 439 surveys were conducted, finding 119 streams with trout present. Brook trout were found in 89 streams, brown trout were found in 22 streams and rainbow trout were found in 25 streams. 969 streams also had non-trout species and 571 streams had no fish present. There were 87 streams listed as dry during part of the year. 84 streams were placed on the reclassification protected list and 66 streams were listed on the unprotected list in Schoharie county. This project was funded from Federal Funding. 

NYS DEC did get approval to hire some additional help for the fish hatcheries along with filling a vacancy of a Biologist who is mainly responsible for Article 15 (stream permits) workload. The comment period on the new fishing regulations ends on April 2 and will take effect on October 1st 2012. New regulation on Herring was reviewed. Opens Mar 15, closes Jun 15(Recreational Fishing). NYSDEC is looking at a boat launch on Goodyear Lake in year 2013.  Need approval from local residences (Lake Association) and the power company whose owns the land under the lake. Norm also stated that DEC will not be stocking the Schoharie Reservoir with the 1700 trout this spring because of the low fishing pressure from the fishing sportsmen and the muddy/clay waters as a results of the flooding last summer. They pull the fish and moved them to another part of the state.  So the Fishing Sports men & women from Schoharie County lose out. The water in the reservoir is still red in color. Fish are safe to eat from Schoharie Creek. Dave Wood made a motion to have DEC install the dock located on Vly Pond back on the peninsula for safety reasons so ice fishing access to pond.  This would also be used for during the summer to reach the deeper parts of the main body of water for year round fishing.  Looking Glass Pond has been lowered so repairs can be made to the spillway (drain tube). They are also concerned with the dam. Engineers claim it needs to be raise close to two feet. The trout stoking was done on April 9th for Schoharie County. The Westkill Creek, Mallet Pond and the Cobleskill Reservoir were stocked. the trout stocking of the reservoir.  Priddle Creek Rd, FEMA purchased 42 properties in the Esperance area. Norm is looking for support in changing the regulation on the No Size Limit in Schoharie Creek on Small Mouth Bass. This is the only waters in NYS that this is allowed. Norm would like to see this changed. The members of SCCA and most of the clubs feel this is not needed.  About four years ago Norm brought this to our attention and it was voted down.      

March On Albany-03/20/2012: Mike Zeh And Bill Nelson attended meetings with Senator Seward, Assemblyman Lopez and Assemblyman Bob Reiley to discuss the following issues.

· Micro – Stamping of ammunition and the elimination of COBIS.

· Ask Senator Seward and Assemblyman Lopez for their support of installing a hardtop Boat launch on Goodyear Lake in Otsego County. 

· Cross Bow usage by 65 and older during archery season, Crossbow usage by handicapped during archery season.

· Crossbow usage after 2012, need to extend law.

· Allowing a youth, 10 years of age to shoot a rifle or pistol at a range under close supervision. 

· The transferring of 85 Conservation Officers from the General Fund to the Conservation Fund of payroll & benefit package (over $8 Million). Even with the transfer of this position funding there is still 50 plus vacancies within DEC’s Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources which haven’t been filled. Looking for lowering license fees because of the lower level of services provided. 

· Thank Senator Seward and Assemblyman Bob Reilly for their support and the sponsoring of the Legislation Bill which removed term limits from Fish & Wildlife Management Board members. 

· Ask Senator Seward and Assemblyman Lopez for $100 Gift Card for 2012 SCCA Fair Raffle.

Communications: New York Crossbow Coalition Press Release - For Immediate Release 2-27-2012 Rick McDermott rick@nycrossbowcoalition.com New York Crossbow Coalition is a pro hunting grassroots organization dedicated to promoting the hunter recruitment and retention opportunities provided by the modern Crossbow. New York Crossbow Coalition has formed to advocate for the civil rights of all sportsmen and women of New York regardless of age, sex or physical abilities by pursuing the classification of a crossbow as a legal bow for use in any season where archery equipment is permitted, including archery only areas. For too long, a well organized group, comprised of a minority of hunters in New York, has effectively controlled the discussion surrounding the crossbow, its effectiveness, and its image, thus controlling all aspects of the crossbows legal uses. The New York Crossbow Coalition is preparing to counter this vocal minority with factual data and give a voice to the thus far silent majority of the sporting community that desires full inclusion of the crossbow in all aspects of archery hunting. The hunting population of New York provides 10’s of millions of dollars to the State economy, but the number of hunters has steadily declined over the past few decades. Crossbows can help recruit and retain hunters and slow the decline that jeopardizes the future of all traditional outdoor sports. You can help us elevate the crossbow to its rightful place alongside the compound, recurve and long bows as legal archery equipment by joining New York Crossbow Coalition, either on Facebook or in our yahoo group. You can find links to both of these at www.nycrossbowcoalition.com. It is time for those in the NY sporting community to stand together and send the pro-crossbow message to Albany with a united voice. Numbers will count in this battle, if you believe crossbows are a bow and should be included in all seasons where archery equipment is allowed, we need you to stand with us. Our voice gets louder with each member. Together We WILL Succeed!! ### New York Crossbow Coalition (Facebook) www.nycrossbowcoalition.com

SCCA Dues are due January 2012.  We have received annual dues from twelve of the clubs and about 45 individual members so far this year. Applications were mailed out along with the newsletters last month. Please fill them out and send them back with your SCCA Dues. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA has between 15 – 18 clubs who pay Association dues each year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay $10 annual dues each year. Send dues to SCCA - P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.   

Hunter Safety Courses: POC is Raymond Zeh - E-Mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 

Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses.     

Bow Hunter Safety Course - Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club, Middlefort RD, Middleburgh, NY. Date of course May 12, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM) - Sign-up on May 7, 2010 (7 to 8 PM) at the club. Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter need this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Sign up on April 16, 2012 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Village Office across from the Richmondville Fire Station. Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.  POC is Steve Kosier 231-3176. 

Trapper Course @ Middleburgh Rod &Gun Club, sign up April 2nd 7-8 PM Class date April 6 (6-9 PM) April 7 (8-4 PM) Must attend both classes. POC is Ray Barber 518-231-7071. 

April 21-22 - Youth Turkey Hunt Weekend Get prepared for the 2012 two-day spring youth turkey hunt starting Saturday, April 21. With a valid junior hunting license and turkey permit, hunters ages 12 to 15 can participate and take one bearded bird. This special youth hunt is for all upstate areas north of the Bronx-Westchester county boundary and Suffolk County (Wildlife Management Unit 1C). An adult with a valid hunting license and turkey permit must accompany junior hunters. For more details, visit DEC's Youth Hunt for Wild Turkey (http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27836.html) webpage.


NYPA: SCCA sent the Resolution about opening 72 acres up to gun hunting. Steve Ramsey submitted the resolution right to his senior staff after receiving it. He will check on its status. Also, he will get back to me soon on scheduling the next meeting - based on the schedules now, looking at the summer for a meeting for the next Wildlife Task Force Meeting. The trout were stocked on March 29th in the lower reservoir. The Upper reservoir was stocked on April 19th.  

THE END OF COBIS IN NEW YORK . . . On Friday evening 3/30/12, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed the state budget into law immediately eliminating the Combined Ballistics Identification System (COBIS), the state's ineffective ballistic identification database. As important, the budget did not contain a microstamping provision sought by anti-gun legislators. This is a major victory for manufacturers, retailers and law-abiding firearms owners throughout New York. NSSF thanks the governor and Senate Republicans for protecting New Yorkers' Second Amendment rights. The COBIS was put in place in 2000 by then Gov. George Pataki. In the words of the New York Post today: "Trouble is, the Pataki program NEVER worked. Despite the hundreds of thousands of spent shells submitted, not one criminal was ever captured using the extensive and costly-to-maintain database, state officials concede." This wasteful and ineffective program doesn't work any better in Maryland, the only state that still requires ballistics imaging. 

Changes Proposed for State Deer Hunting Regulation to Implement Five-Year Management Plan

New Rules Would Include Youth Deer Hunt, Longer Bow Seasons, Mandatory Antler Restrictions in More Areas and Other Deer Hunting Changes -The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today proposed rules affecting deer and bear hunting in New York to implement the state's Five-Year Deer Management Plan, Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.

"Regulation changes are needed to implement many of the strategies of the recently adopted Management Plan for White-tailed Deer," Commissioner Martens said. "The changes to the deer hunting seasons, mandatory antler restrictions, use of Deer Management Permits (DMPs), and development of Deer Management Focus Areas will increase opportunities for New York hunters, consistent with input we've received from the public and deer management goals."

DEC adopted the five-year deer management plan (PDF) (2.6 MB) in October 2011 following extensive public input. Comments previously submitted on the draft deer management plan were important in finalizing the deer plan and developing this rulemaking proposal. DEC will accept public comments on this proposal through May 21, 2012. Comments on this rule should be specific to the proposals herein and should not be resubmissions of previous comments submitted on the full deer management plan or previous regulatory proposals.

This rule also proposes some adjustment of bear hunting seasons, which are generally concurrent with deer seasons. DEC is proposing to:


Establish a three-day youth firearms season for deer to occur during Columbus Day weekend in portions of the Northern and Southern Zone where deer may be taken with a firearm which will increase opportunities for junior hunters. Junior hunters (ages 14 and 15) will be authorized to take one deer of either-sex with a firearm during the youth season. DEC anticipates participation by approximately 16,000 youth hunters, roughly one youth hunter for every two to three square miles of deer habitat in New York. The youth season will run concurrently with early bowhunting season and is not expected to have any noticeable impact on deer behavior or bowhunter success, particularly in light of the more than 100,000 small game hunters also afield during the early fall. Youth deer hunts are held concurrent with bowhunting seasons in many other states, including Connecticut, New Jersey, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Opinions of potential participants about a youth firearms season (PDF) (700 KB) can be found on DEC's website. 

Lengthen bowhunting seasons in the Southern Zone by moving to a fixed opening date of October 1 to increase bowhunting opportunities. This will lengthen bowhunting seasons in the Southern Zone, and lengthen the regular season (bowhunting only) in Westchester County by an average of 15 days and include an additional four weekend days in most years. 

Adjust the Northern Zone muzzleloader and regular season start dates by up to one week later certain years to increase bowhunting opportunities and accommodate the proposed youth firearms season. This rule will begin the Northern Zone muzzleloader and regular seasons one week later in 6 of 10 years allowing for a longer early bow season these years. 

Establish a late bowhunting season in the Northern Zone, concurrent with the late muzzleloading season, to increase bowhunting opportunities. This rule will increase bowhunting opportunities in the Northern Zone by an additional seven days and will be similar to the concurrent bow and muzzleloader seasons in the Southern Zone. 

Allow DMPs to be used during Northern Zone bow and early muzzleloader seasons to simplify regulations and increase hunter opportunity and choice. Current regulations allow use of DMPs in the Northern Zone only during the regular season and late muzzleloader season. This change will only affect those portions of the Northern Zone where DMPs can be issued (Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) 6A, 6C, 6G, 6H, 6K), and this change will not affect the number of DMPs issued. WMU locations can be identified on DEC's website. 


Establish mandatory antler restrictions in WMUs 3A, 4G, 4O, 4P, 4R, 4S, and 4W to reduce harvest of yearling (1.5 year old) bucks. The mandatory antler restriction will prohibit hunters during all seasons in all portions of the listed WMUs from taking an antlered deer unless it has at least 3 points on at least one antler. Hunters less than 17 years old will be exempt from the restriction. In 2011, yearlings comprised 49 percent of the total adult bucks taken in these units. This rule is expected to change harvest composition so that 15-20 percent of the adult bucks taken in these units are yearlings. The restriction is expected to decrease total buck harvest approximately 35-45 percent initially. 

Establish provisions for designation of Deer Management Focus Areas to intensify use of traditional hunting in specifically designated geographic areas to assist communities with the burden of overabundant deer populations. This rule will increase bag limits to two antlerless deer per hunter per day and establish a Deer Management Focus Area deer hunting season in late January. This rule will establish specific permit, tagging and reporting requirements in focus areas. This rule also defines the first such focus area in Tompkins County that includes portions of the towns of Caroline, Danby, Dryden, Enfield, Ithaca, Lansing, Newfield, and Ulysses. This area has very high deer populations and relatively poor access for hunters. Deer management focus areas will enable greater harvest opportunity for hunters who are able to gain access to lands for hunting, and are intended to augment on-going management activities in the affected area. 

Adjust bear seasons in the Northern and Southern Zone to remain consistent with bow, muzzleloader and regular seasons for deer. 

To see more detailed explanations of these proposals, including instructions for providing comments, visit the DEC website. The proposed rulemaking can also be viewed in detail in the April 4, 2012 publication of the New York State Register, which will be posted at the link listed on the right column of this page.

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board – The next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on April 25th @ 6:30PM. 

NYSCC Region 4 Report: Gordon Emerson reported that the 2012 Spring Meeting of the NYSCC will be held on April 28th at the Wildlife Sports & Educational Museum in Vails Mills, NY. Some important Legislative Bills the council is promoting will be voted on.

SUNY Cobleskill: The special canoe raffle was won by someone from Long Island. SUNY Cobleskill student again sold the biggest share of tickets. to help raise funds for the Wildlife & Fisheries clubs. On April 28th the College will host the Wildlife Festival at the Cobleskill Park from 10 AM – 3 PM. The college did send six students to Kearney, Nebraska for the Great Plains Sandhill Crane Festival in March along with Kevin Berner, their Class Advisor.     
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. Elections will be held at the March meeting. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.


Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: Schoharie County Ridge Runners did host their annual banquet/auction on 3/31/12 with close to 65 in attendances. The Chapter did make a profit this year even though the auctioneer did not show up. Liz and Don Reinhart were both on hand doing an excellent job.  Phone:  518-673-3965 or Email: donzil@telenet.com. The Chapter is once again donating a Wildlife Print for the SCCA Raffle held during the Sunshine Fair. They had done this for many years.  Thank you Liz & Don. 

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The Club did host another Gun Hunter Safety Course at the Richmondville Rod / Gun Club on April 20 (6 to 9:30 PM) and 21st. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting which is meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College on April 24th @ 7PM in room 200. POC is Dan Drake 932-249-3934 or Mike Walchko . Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited, so please bring a friend(s) and meet with many of the local ‘expert’ Fly Fishers, Fly Tiers, and Conservationists. Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 53 Years.  Contact President Mike Walchko @ 234-4192.

Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on June 4th to place the order for merchandise for the September Fund Raiser. The Chapter has once again donated a Blackpowder Rifle for the SCCA Raffle held at the Sunshine Fair this summer.  They Have done this for several years. Thank you John Bloomer. The next Whitetails Unlimited Banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the September 23rd 2012. The same slate of officers were re-elected at the March meeting. The Schoharie County Chapter has approved to sponsor a $250 Scholarship to a SUNY Cobleskill College student this spring semester. The Chapter approved a $75 sponsorship of the Youth Archery program which ran from January into March. The Chapter has also donated another Blackpowder Rifle to encourage hunters to donate a whole deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program the 2012 Fall Season. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: Annual meeting was held March 24th @ the NYPA located in Blenheim. Total Membership is now at 207. Had election of officers, same slate as last year elected. Reviewed flood damage to path bridges, Love your Parks Day May 5th (State Wide), National Trails Day (June 2nd), Website for club has been updated. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. Some of the up coming club outings are: Apr 28th Mallet Pond State Forest, Snowmobile trails & woods roads, 4 miles. Leader Clarence. May 5th LP Section 20 to Poet’s Ledge, 6.5 miles – leader: Mark. May 7 Adopt-A-Highway clean-up along Rte.30, more hands the better, call Harold Guest @ 827-5995 for info. May 19 LP Section 19 to Codfish Point & Plattekill Falls, 4 mi. Leader: Mark. June 2 National Trails Day, Donny Hollow bridge project, volunteers needed, for info call Mark. Jun 23 Giants & Rocky Mts. in Adirondacks, 11 miles, Leader: George.  For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The last date for stuffed pizza this spring was on April 14th and April 15th. The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three application was voted on and two more read to be voted on next month. There was a Black Powder shoot on the April 1st. Trap machine is repaired. Trap on Friday nights starting at 6 PM.  The club is having 22 Caliber Rifle silhouette & novelty shoots on Jun 26th, Jul 10th, July 24th, Aug 7th, and Aug 21st. There will be 1/5th scale swinging target, ½ scale swinging targets, and novelty gong targets. Adults charged $5 and Juniors charged $2 (12-16).  The guns have been received for this 2012 December’s raffle, Bob Britton will chair and Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) will again sponsor tickets. $250 Scholarship funding approve for Middleburgh School and Club member’s relation (son, daughter, or grandchild). Deadline for Club scholarship is May 15. Kids Fishing Derby is scheduled for June 9th – Steve Czachor is chairman. Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. Membership approved $250 Sponsor for Dorwin Hamm Scholarship to SUNY Cobleskill student. Elisabeth Sullivan was selected for this award. She will be doing her presentation on May 3rd. Don’t forget Club Dues are due by May 1st of each year.  $50 regular and $70 Family Membership fee.  Club secretary is John Davis - phone 518-702-4143 and e-mail address is johncdavis4@yahoo.com.      

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will be held on May 1st. The Cabin Fever party will be held @ Pee Wee’s house on May 12. Bring a dish to pass. It was reported that someone sawed off one of the memorial trees planted at Looking Glass Pond. At the last meeting the membership approved one $250 Scholarship Awards to do a Conservation Project trout survey on Fox Creek/Zimmerman Creek - Charles Wlasniewski will give his power point presentation on Rainbow Trout Movement at the May 1st meeting. There was also some discussion about the project of surveying ten locations on Panther Creek.  This survey was done prior to the flood last summer and club would like to see what changes the flood created.  Mark Cornwell has all the data from the previous survey. This project would be funded by the Timothy Murphy Run account.  The club also agreed to act as the administer and fund a 5K Run on May 19 as part of the 300 year celebration of the town of Middleburgh. The club also agreed to supply two floats for a parade which will be done this fall as part of the celebration too. The donated $250 to the West Fulton First Responders and has also promise $500 to the Sun Ship Earth Project through Middleburgh Central School. The club has 110 members to date. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take“. This motto continues of strong membership & support of local businesses.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  Mike  

February’s SCCA Meeting Adjourned @ 9:15 PM. 
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April 26, 4/26/12, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill  in the Curtis Mott Building, rm 103.        
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