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              SCCA minutes of meeting held at Curtis Mott 

               Bldg, SUNY Cobleskill on November 29, 2012.
             Attendance is needed from each club for their

 input on club activities.

SCCA Vice President, Dave Wood, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 31 in attendances counting 21 students from SUNY Cobleskill. There were 12 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, Schoharie Co. FWMB representatives, The Wildlife Society, American Fisheries and SCCA Association members. Liz Rienhart made a motion to accept the October minutes from the last meeting, seconded by Doug Handy. Carl Stefanik made a motion to accept the November treasurer’s report, seconded by Walter Zeh. A vote of the membership approved the minutes & treasurer’s reports. 
Elections for club officers and Board of Directors at next SCCA meeting along with Pizza & Wings. 
Will have the number of deer donated for the Venison Donation Program at January’s SCCA meeting.  Will do the black powder gun drawing at that time form the names of the hunters who donated a whole deer. Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a Blackpowder gun.
Off the Beaten Path is Open for Business at their new store in Central Bridge (Nelson Back’s Old garage) 257-2792. Will offer 10% discount to all club members and will donate 5% off all sales from each club back to individual clubs at end of 2013.
See Hunter Safety training dates for this coming spring below! For the past five years there has been a steady increase in students for all three classes, (gun, archery & trap).  We need to advertise the spring classes more so students will take the course in the spring instead of waiting until the fall courses. For the past two years we have had to turn students away because the classes were full. We can only train 60 students in a class at once. NYS DEC has control on this figure. 

Next Spring the dates for the Early Youth Turkey Hunt will be April 20th & 21st. 

A week at NYSDEC Camp. 11 -17 year olds, Apply early, most slots are filled within the first three weeks after Feb 19th. $350 per camper for one week stay. Sponsorships available by different clubs. 2013 session dates are June 30 thru August 17th. There are four different camps. Visit NYS DEC Website for info.  http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html
College students are already planning a Game Diner for early March 2013. 

Carl Stefanik is currently working on next year’s SCCA Activity Report. Please e-mail information along with pictures to Carl. cstefanik@nycap.rr.com 
The SCCA will be accepting application for the $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship from SUNY Cobleskill students in the Wildlife & Fisheries programs. The club will approve up to four each. The club received one application on the fisher which has been collared and is currently being monitored. Dan Hannon, SUNY Cobleskill student, will do a power point presentation at the next SCCA meeting at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on 12/27/12.  

Michael Terrell our local ENCON Officer sent out this special report: Wed, 19 Dec 2012 09:48:29 -0500 Subject: Crossbows – Yesterday, 12/19/12, the Governor vetoed the bill that would have re-authorized crossbows and at the same time banned youth gun hunts for deer during archery season.  So as of now, crossbows are illegal implements for deer hunting, including on Long Island and in the special hunt in Tompkins County. Peter G. Fanelli, Director of NYS DEC Division of Law Enforcement; 1130 N. Westcott Rd. Schenectady, NY 12306-2014. 

New York Power Authority: Stephen Ramsey would like to schedule the next meeting of the Wildlife Management Task Force for Monday, February 11, 2013 at the Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. Meeting will start at 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be included. A SUNY Student reported that Hemlock Woolly Adeglid has hit several trees down by the lower reservoir. This is a tree disease which infest all species of hemlock causing tree mortality in eastern US. Both Minekill State Park & Blenhiem/Gilboa Power Authority have been infected tree areas. 

November Record Month for NICS Checks: December 3, 2012 by Bill Brassard.

Tweet Email Powered by the largest single day ever for background checks on Black Friday, November 2012 is now the record holder for the most background checks conducted in a single month. The November 2012 NSSF-adjusted National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) figure of 1,525,177 is an increase of 38.5 percent over the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 1,101,076 in November 2011. For comparison, the unadjusted November 2012 NICS figure of 1,997,703 reflects a 30.8 percent increase from the unadjusted NICS figure of 1,527,454 in November 2011. This marks the 30th straight month that NSSF-adjusted NICS figures have increased when compared to the same period the previous year. The number reported for November 2012 eclipsed the previous high in December 2011 by 8.1 percent. Even as firearm sales have trended upward in recent years, statistics show that violent crime and firearms-related accidents continue to decrease, a fact that underscores more firearms do not lead to more crime and accidents. The adjusted NICS data were derived by subtracting out NICS purpose code permit checks used by several states such as Kentucky, Iowa and Michigan for concealed carry permit application checks as well as checks on active concealed carry permit databases. Though not a direct correlation to firearms sales, the NSSF-adjusted NICS data provide a more accurate picture of current market conditions. In addition to other purposes, NICS is used to check transactions of firearms sales and transfers on new and used handguns and long guns. For additional information on NICS or to view a complete set of the current monthly reports, visit the NICS website. Questions concerning NSSF-adjusted NICS data should be directed to NSSF at 203-426-1320 or research@nssf.org. NSSF members may access historical monthly NICS data by logging in and clicking on “NSSF Industry Research” then “Monthly updates of NICS data.”


COYOTE HUNT CONTEST! 
For an application download from our web site @:  www.sullivancountysportsmensfederationny.com


The 6th Annual Coyote Hunt Contest sponsored by the Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County, Inc. NY will be held on February 8, 9, 10 2013. The Grand Prize of $2,000 will be awarded for the overall heaviest coyote, $200 Daily Prize for the heaviest coyote each day, an extra $100 prize for the Junior Hunter age 12 to 15 years old and an extra $100 for the Female Hunter weighing in the heaviest coyote. $100 each will be awarded for all the other coyotes weighed in during the 3-day Hunt Contest.

 
This contest is for coyotes hunted & taken only in New York State. The early registration entry fee is $30.00. Besides the cash prizes, the entry fee includes a free banquet dinner and a free $5.00 three gun raffle ticket. Entry fees must be postmarked by January 25, 2013. A late registration fee of $35.00 will then be accepted until 7 PM on February 5, 2013. Everyone wishing to participate in the hunt or attend the dinner pays the same price at time of registration.


For registration and all the rules of the 3-day Coyote Hunt Contest please contact the Federation Coyote Hunt Secretary, Kay Danchak, 122 Jaketown Road, Swan Lake, NY 12783 or call Kay or Jack @ 845-482-4987. For any further information call Pat Voges @ 631-968-8210.

Conservation Fund Advisory Board: Received from Alan Rosa our Region 4 representative. Douglas Stang, Assistant Director, Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources has informed the CFAB of the delay issuing the Conservation Fund Level-of-Effort report for fiscal year 2011-2012 had been delayed.  The State migrated to a new State Financial System (SFS) on April 1, 2012. This migration is a significant undertaking since it encompasses all state agencies, the State Controller, and the Division of the Budget. Currently there are problems with the reporting from SFS. The basis of the Conservation Fund Level-of-Effort report is the Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) annual report. DEC’s annual report for fiscal year 2011-2012 is anticipated to be completed in the near future.  Once this is done the work on the Level-of Effort report will be next. An estimated completion date is December 31, 2012. Questions call Doug Stang, 518-402-8920. 

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Minutes of meeting 11/28/12 – Pete Innes introduced Chris Van Marren, Norm McBride’s replacement, Region 4 Fish Manager. Open Space plan will be updated in 2012. This a program for purchasing lands & sportsmen access but can take up to seven years to complete the process. Frist started in 1990. Discussion by members on State’s liability while doing voluntary work on state owed land when accidents happen. Issues concerning disabled/handicapped hunter safety class students requiring special needs and how the state is responsible for providing answers. Chris Van Marren reported that the stocking of trout has been stopped for the Schoharie County Reservoir but walleye stocking will continue. Regulations changes are allowing ice fishing on waters in Albany Co. (6 mile works).  Thousands of fish destroyed at the NYS Rome Hatchery due to disease. The hatchery need 3 clean inspections before it can start raising fish again for stocking. Otsego Lake is having some issues with skinny Lake Trout along with low catch rates on Brown Trout & Land Locked Salmon. Canadarago Lake will be put on a five year stock program for Walleyes. Jerry Fraine, Region 4 Wildlife Manager  announced four Deer Task Force teams in region 4,WMU 4S reduced by 10%.  Youth hunt had over 700 deer harvested, very successful. Frist four days of southern gun season, deer take up by 15% for 2012. CWD found in Pennsylvania causing restrictions for transporting deer into NYS. Lower Bear kills reported for 2012.  A turkey survey will be done by NYS DEC in the spring. Surveys done recently show lowest since 1990’s. Wet, cold springs along with coyotes & fishers may be the cause. $1 million in Grasslands grants available, need 25 acres minimum, deadline is Jan 15th. Lance Robson, Fish Wildlife Management State Board Chairman, reported by-law changes for FWMB use of electronic meetings, discussed swine problem across the state, and requested each Regional Board to start using budget funding for travel reimbursement only. This will create an annual requirement for each regional Board so NYS can calculate a annual budget from documental information. He also talked about upcoming ECO Academy and the $85,000 first year Grant Program to help increase youth involvement and range improvements for local Rod & Gun Clubs. This program will be run through Co-op Extension and NYS DEC Region 5. Additional info. contact Melissa Bailey the state program coordinator, at (315) 793-2515 or mrbailey@gw.dec.state.ny.us. He also reviewed the State run DEC Camps. Received notice from Scott Van Arsdale–donations in Shayne Water’s name can be mailed to Country Roads Animal Rescue, Inc. 239 Begley Rd. Esperance, NY 12066 or The Walters Family 487 Esperance Rd. Esperance, NY 12066. Shayne was very active on the FWMB for Montgomery County. Scott also answered questions concerning Reptile & Amphibian Hunting regs on frogs, turtles, snakes, lizards, & salamanders. You may not harvest, take, or possess any native snakes, lizards, or salamanders at any time. The next meeting for the Region 4 FWMB will be at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on February th at 6:30 PM. 

NYS CONSERVATION COUNCIL: The Council will participate in the Sportsmen Show at Onondaga Community College’s SRC Arena on January 11-13, 2013. A booth will be set up promoting the NYSCC and will run a raffle. Seeking volunteers to staff the booth as well as donations for the raffle. Contact Chuck Parker at 315-963-8413 or  apqrker@twcny.rr.com A couple of fishing charters have already been donated for raffle prizes.  
Numbers Reported To Conservation Fund Advisory Board for Nov. 2012 License Sales
	LICENSE ITEM CODE
	LICENSE ITEM NAME
	QUANTITY OF SALES
	SUM OF FEES ON SALES
	SUM OF COMMISSIONS ON SALES
	SUM OF NET DUE TO DEC ON SALES

	2
	Res Fishing Season Mil./Dis.
	77
	$385.00
	$21.56
	$363.44

	3
	Res Fishing 1-day
	416
	$2,080.00
	$116.20
	$1,963.80

	5
	Res Fishing
	17
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	6
	Res Fishing Season
	5,402
	$136,793.00
	$7,539.20
	$129,253.80

	8
	Res Sportsman Mil./Dis.+Fish
	565
	$2,825.00
	$157.64
	$2,667.36

	10
	Res Sportsman + Fish
	25,221
	$1,185,387.00
	$65,252.46
	$1,120,134.54

	12
	Res Bowhunting Stamp
	2,044
	$42,924.00
	$2,365.24
	$40,558.76

	13
	Res BowhuntingStamp Mil./Dis.
	144
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	14
	Res Muzzle Loading Stamp
	5,230
	$109,830.00
	$6,057.52
	$103,772.48

	15
	ResMuzleLoadingStmp Mil./Dis
	314
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	18
	Res Small Game
	667
	$17,342.00
	$953.81
	$16,388.19

	19
	Res Jr Bowhunting
	193
	$1,737.00
	$96.00
	$1,641.00

	20
	Res Super Sportsman + Fish
	3,374
	$296,520.80
	$16,063.96
	$280,456.84

	23
	Res Turkey Permit Stamp
	6,457
	$64,570.00
	$3,546.41
	$61,023.59

	26
	Res Trapping
	775
	$16,065.00
	$883.92
	$15,181.08

	27
	Res Trapping Mil./Dis.
	16
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	28
	Res Jr Trapping
	84
	$504.00
	$27.72
	$476.28

	31
	Res Small & Big Game
	36,725
	$1,037,968.00
	$57,222.43
	$980,745.57

	35
	NR Jr Bowhunting
	16
	$144.00
	$8.00
	$136.00

	37
	NR Big Game
	9,352
	$1,309,280.00
	$14,397.46
	$1,294,882.54

	38
	NR Bowhunting
	313
	$43,820.00
	$480.48
	$43,339.52

	39
	NR Muzzle Loading Stamp
	101
	$14,140.00
	$155.54
	$13,984.46

	40
	NR Turkey Permit
	91
	$4,550.00
	$50.05
	$4,499.95

	41
	NR Fishing 1-day
	1,899
	$28,485.00
	$1,576.17
	$26,908.83

	43
	NR Fishing Season
	2,188
	$153,160.00
	$8,423.80
	$144,736.20

	44
	NR Small Game
	833
	$70,805.00
	$783.02
	$70,021.98

	45
	NR Bear
	497
	$24,850.00
	$272.80
	$24,577.20

	46
	NR Trapping
	13
	$4,030.00
	$44.33
	$3,985.67

	107
	Res Bowhunting Stamp (NA)
	85
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	110
	Res Trapping (NA)
	70
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	111
	Res Fishing Season (NA)
	61
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	112
	Res Sportsman (NA) + Fish
	98
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	113
	NR Fishing 7-day
	2,154
	$75,390.00
	$4,157.22
	$71,232.78

	114
	Res Fishing 7-day
	49
	$735.00
	$40.67
	$694.33

	118
	NR Super Sportsman + Fish
	629
	$176,120.00
	$1,937.32
	$174,182.68

	120
	Res Muzzle Loading Stamp (NA)
	96
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	189
	Res Jr Hunting
	2,708
	$13,540.00
	$757.68
	$12,782.32

	190
	Non Res Jr Hunting
	300
	$1,500.00
	$84.00
	$1,416.00

	192
	Res Jr Hunting (NA)
	1
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	193
	Res Jr Hunt Big Game Tags
	1,981
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	194
	Non Res Jr Hunt Big Game Tags
	194
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	199
	NR Muzzle Loading Stamp
	1
	$140.00
	$1.54
	$138.46

	200
	Trapper Super Sportsman+Fish
	177
	$15,576.00
	$856.68
	$14,719.32

	201
	Res Sportsman Sr. + Fish
	3,088
	$30,890.00
	$1,696.74
	$29,193.26

	212
	Res Fishing Season - Senior
	441
	$2,205.00
	$123.48
	$2,081.52

	213
	Res Bowhunting Stamp - Senior
	323
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	214
	ResMuzzleLoadingStamp-Senior
	1,137
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$0.00

	215
	Res Trapping - Senior
	48
	$240.00
	$13.44
	$226.56

	 
	 
	116,665
	$4,884,530.80
	$196,164.49
	$4,688,366.31



Hunter Safety Courses For Next Spring - Contact e-mail:  raymondzeh@gmail.com

Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club 

Sign-up on March 18, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club you must pre-register and show proof of age.

Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Course Date on March 22 (6 to 9 PM) and March 23, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM)

Must attend both days. Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club

Sign-up on April 8, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club You must pre-register and show proof of age.

Must be 11 year old or older. Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Course Date on April 12 (6 to 9 PM) and April 13, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM) Must attend both days 
Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses. Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) at the Richmondville Rod / Gun Club 

Sign-up on  April 15,2013 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Village Office across from the Richmondville Fire Station Class limited to 30 student. On April 19 (6 to 9:30 PM) and April 20, 2013 (8 AM to 4PM) 

Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you....

11 years and up to take course.....must attend both days - Person to contact Steve Kosier 231-3176

 Bow Hunter Safety Course Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club

Sign-up on April 29, 2013 (7 to 8 PM) at the club

Date of course May 4, 2013 (8 AM to 4 PM) Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter needs this to hunt with a bow)

Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up.  Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

No fee charge for the course contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 

Subject: Federal Budget Act Does affect Federal Conservation funds: If Congress doesn’t pass a budget plan that addresses the deficit as specified by The Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA) automatic cuts, known as sequestration, will come into effect at the beginning of next year. Sequestration will cut many federal spending programs between 7.6and 9.2 percent. The Wildlife Restoration, Sportfish Restoration and Boating Safety Trust Funds (hereafter Trust Funds) will have 7.6 percent of their funds sequestered, or withheld from distribution, a reduction of $31 million, $34 million, and $9 million, respectively. These funds, raised through excise taxes on hunting, fishing, and boating equipment and fuel do not go into the general treasury. While the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) collect these taxes from manufacturers, they are required by law to distribute them to the states for specific purposes described in those laws. It is the states, not the federal government, who spend Trust fund money. The Trust Funds are important sources of funding for state programs in fisheries and wildlife restoration and management; hunter, angler and boater access; and hunter and boater safety education. They are the cornerstone of the user-pay, public benefit system of fish and wildlife conservation. In order to qualify for grants from the Trust Funds, states must guarantee that all hunting and fishing license fees are spent exclusively on fish and wildlife management and restoration. The BCA was designed to reduce the federal budget deficit by $1.2 trillion over the next 10 years by setting automatic spending caps on federal spending. The law amends the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act of 1985, but did not amend the exemption for “payments to trust funds from excise taxes or other receipts properly creditable to such trust funds.” That exemption still stands; however, payments from such trust funds do not appear to be exempt. Therefore if sequestration occurs, FWS will continue to collect the full amount of excise taxes, but will be required to withhold 7.6 percent of the funds from distribution to the states unless Congress amends the BCA to also exempt appropriations from the Trust Funds. This could result in some states losing up to $1 million dollars in 2013 for fish and wildlife restoration and management, and hunting, angling, boating and recreational shooting activities. According to the laws that govern the Trust Funds, such as the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, states are required to provide 25 percent matching funds to access the 75 percent from the Trust Funds. States without the ability to rollover their matching funds from the FY2013 to FY2014 budgets may have difficulty raising their matching funds when the sequestered funds are released. According to the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, money in the Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund that has not been used after 2 years reverts back to the FWS to carry out the provisions of the Migratory Bird Conservation Act.


The Trust Funds have distributed over $14 billion to the states since their inception with the (Pittman-Robertson) Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in Sportfish Restoration Act of 1950, and it’s (Wallop-Breaux) Boating Trust Fund Amendment of 1984. The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) says, “Sequestering the spending authority of these inviolable Trust Funds to states is a breach of faith [original emphasis] and violates the intent of the “user pays-public benefits” system of fish and wildlife conservation and access in the United States.”

Sources: AFWA, Arizona Game & Fish Department Oct 31, 2012

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or V.P.Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club member donated gun case to hunter safety program. Meeting is held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.


SUNY Cobleskill College: Kristi Confortin, student at SUNY Cobleskill studying Wildlife Management is the POC for the next annual Fish and Wildlife Festival. The date is April 27th 2013, starting at 10 AM to 2 PM. The nine Students gave a power point presentation on their trip to Portland, Oregon which was the 75th Annual Wildlife Society Conference. The 5-day trip gave them the opportunity to view new wildlife and ecosystems located in the Olympic National Forest, in the State of Washington, visit the world’s largest Spruce tree and the world’s largest Red Cedar, see the Pacific Ocean, take pictures of new bird species and new mammal species as well as Mount Saint Helens. The Ducks Unlimited college group held a banquet with over 100 in attendance, raising over $3000 for the National Org. Wild Game diner/Chinese Auction possibly at the Elks Club in early March. Funds to support 50/50 SUNY Cobleskill & SCCA.  Looking for donations for auction. The students donated to a family in need for the holidays, participated in the Winter parade with a decorated electro-fishing boat and discussing a snowshoe program for the girl scouts.    

Summit Sno Riders: The club held a snowmobile safety class on Dec 1st  , free lunch provide for all attendance.   info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure. Nestled in the hilltops between the Catskills and the Adirondacks, Summit offers the highest elevations in Schoharie County. Our elevation, roughly 2400 feet, combined with our extensive trail system gives us some of the best snowmobiling in New York. Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. Trails are currently closed. 


Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - New York State NWTF Chapter Leadership & Membership Celebration

January 12-13, 2012 Holiday Inn. Waterloo, NY.  Local Chapter Presidents received invitations to the event either by email or regular mail.  If you would like to receive information for the event please contact Bill Wilbur at wwilbur551@aol.com or by phone at 518-440-4351.  You can also receive an electronic version of the registration information by emailing Doug Little at dlittle@nwtf.net  Any questions call Louis Perazzini - Phone: (607) 594-4353 Email: lperazzini@nwtf.net  The chapter is planning another banquet. Event Date:  03/31/2013 Location:  Best Western - Grandview Dr. Cobleskill, NY 12043  Contact:  Elizabeth Reinhart - Phone: (518) 673-3965 Email:  donzil@telenet.com in the spring of 2013. Schoharie County (NWTF) donated a new 20 gage shotgun for the hunter safety class usage. 
  Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: Meetings are now held at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave Extension just off Exit 5 of I-90. This will continue through the December 2012 meeting. The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College. POC is Dan Drake 931-249-3934 or Mike Walchko – 518-234-4192. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. 
Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 53 Years.  

Whitetails Unlimited: The club has again approved one $250 Scholarship to be selected by the SCCA scholarship committee. Our Banquet/Auction was a big success.  Our local chapter will profit close to $2000. The money we receive is turned in to the National Headquarters and they send 50% of the profit back to our local chapter to be used for scholarships, Camp Colby youth registration sponsorships, Venison Donation Program and Encon Officer equipment. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: Glen Patterson has been appointed as a delegate to the SCCA representing LPNHC. There are 198 members as of 11/15/12. We are looking at replacing a walkway across a wetland near Looking Glass Pond. Many trees are down since Storm Sandy. Next meeting will take place on March 21st at the Schoharie Library @ 6:00 PM. The Long Path North Hiking Club was formed by volunteers in 1994 to help build and maintain the LP from the Catskill Forest Preserve north thru Schoharie, Albany and Schenectady counties. The club also organizes hike outings, publishes newsletters and performs highway clean-ups on NYS Rte. 30 through NYS DOT’s Adopt-A-Highway program. Website for club has been updated. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: Jan 12 - Leaders Choice call Dan Kwaitowski (518) 827-8377 for details; Jan 26 - Annual cabin fever cook out & hike call Carol Traver (518) 295-8039; Feb 9 - Leaders Choice call Dan (518) 827-8377 for details; Feb 23 - Mine Kill State Park - NY Power Authority trails, 3 - 4 mile snowshoe hike call Clarence Putnam at (607) 538-9569 or email clput@wildblue.net. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 
Summit Conservation Club:  Club will start serving Pancake Breakfast and Stuffed Pizza in January. The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail. It’s one of the first places in the area to get snow. Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Last meeting on 12/8 had 39 in attendance. 1 new member voted in and 8 more new applications read to be voted on next month. Election will be held next month. Election committee is Dave Wood, Bob Britton, and Mike Zeh. Anyone interested in running for office please call 265-4961. Black Powder shoots on Jan. 6th, Feb 3rd, Mar. 3 and Apr 7th starting @ 11AM. POC is John Osinski 827-5429.   Trap on Friday nights starting at 6 PM. POC is Dave Simmons. Ted Schreick is checking into a grant to help club to purchase a new trap machine ($5000 plus). Application available in January from Federal Funding through Co-Op Extension/NYS DEC. Bob Britton did another outstanding job with the December raffle. All tickets were sold. Winners in next month’s newsletter. Thank you Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) for sponsoring tickets. The project of outdoor archery range, targets and shooting lanes which Robbie Gaige was doing for an Eagle Scout project has been delayed until January 1st. The Cobleskill college students will assist him then. The college students are shooting archery on Friday nights (14 to 28 shooters) The new club secretary Sarah Briggs is doing an excellent job. Hopefully we can keep her and our current president & treasurer when elections are held this coming month. The Boys Scouts are camping at the club on Dec 7th & 8th.  Christmas Party was held on the 15th of Dec.  Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594. Joe Moore, 827-4482 is in charge of club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Youth archery leagues start January 5th.      
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The Club has a 110 membership. The club will sponsor two more Dorwin Hamm Scholarships this fall. Justin Sheward & Rick Clark will be resurveying Panther Creek & House creek to compare this to the survey done about five years ago. This project would be funded by the Timothy Murphy Run account. The club is also looking at sponsoring a project, working with the Boy Scouts Troop #2 on the Wet Land Project located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School, repairing the 900 foot Environmental Walkway. The club had its annual party on December 8. This is when our annual dues of $10 are paid along a sit down roast beef/ham diner cooked by the West Fulton Fire Dept Auxiliary. After the diner the club will held a fund raiser auctioning off donated articles from members to benefit the club. The club raised over $1800.00 between 50/50s and the auction. There were over 100 members and guests. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. The West Fulton Fire Dept. Auxiliary is starting the breakfasts 7AM – 11AM on Nov 25, Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 24, and Apr 28.    

 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  The SCCA Website has all the past Newsletters posted.  Please send association club information. Mike - My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com 

Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: December 27, 2012, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Pizza & Wings plus soda.          
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