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SCCA minutes of meeting held at the Richmondville 

Fish & Game Club on September 22, 2011.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 20 in attendances and 10 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Trout Unlimited, Conesville Rod & Gun Club, Coon Skinners, Trout Unlimited, Long Path Hikers and 11 students from SUNY Cobleskill representing The College Wildlife Society. Also in attendance was the Scoutmaster for Troop #2, Middleburgh, Jeffrey Almy.  Dennis Handy made a motion to accept the September minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Wayne Warner. Carl Stefanik made a motion to accept the September’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Dennis Handy.  A vote of the membership approved the both motions. 

Looking Glass Pond project has been put on hold because of all the damage that occurred with the flooding and DEC is so short handed. The project is bigger than originally planned because the spillway needs to be redesigned to stop the problem with plugging up.  The pond is still being drained down using two siphon tubes because the intake pipe for the overflow is clogged. This is part of the $2500 Habitat/Access Project for Region 4. The funding that DEC was going to use from a Handicapped Funding Grant did not happen because the state did not budget any money for 2011. This will delay the project.
Priddle Creek fishing access project has taken on a new light.  With the recent flooding the debris from the house was washed away along with at least 20 other houses along the creek.    

Guest Speaker – Jeffery Almy: There seven scouts who are looking for projects because they need them for finishing their requirements for their Eagle Scout Badge.  One of the scouts, Patrick Guest, was also in attendances. SCCA members came up with several projects that the boys could work on.  The Environmental Trail located in back of the Middleburgh Elementary School, There are a couple of fishing access parking areas that need cleaning up after the recent flooding and I’m sure that some of the bridges that were built by the Lone Path will need repairs or replacements. The scouts are looking for projects which will help out the Sports men & women. 
Fall Hunter Safety Training Courses: There were close to 120 certificates earned for the Gun Hunter Safety Program and 80 certificates earned for Archery Safety Program.  Conesville Rod & Gun club had 27 attend the Gun Hunters Safety Course on the 1st of October. This was the first class sponsored by Conesville. There won’t be anymore classes for Gun or Archery safety courses until next March or April.     

NYPA: Carl Stefanik and Gordon Emerson have created a Resolution which will be sent to the NYPA representatives.  This resolution is asking for a program which will allow gun hunting on the 72 acres located across State Route 30 from the Visitor’s Center. We are asking for the NYPA to allow turkey hunting, small game hunting along with deer & bear hunting using all legal hunting firearms (shotgun, rifle, pistol, crossbow and compound bow. SCCA did attend the Wildlife Festival on September 24, 10 AM – 4 PM setting up a display for the day. Doug Handy, Dave Wood and Carl Stefanik helped setup the booth. Walt Zeh, Bob Britton, Carl Stefanik and Mike Zeh answer questions and handing out literature during the event.  Diana Brigadier ands son, Jordan hel[ped take down display and carry plywood and display material to vehicles.    
Venison Donation Program: The program is once again asking hunters to donate extra deer they have harvested. The venison will be processed at Nancy & Russell Marlow’s Howes Cave 296-8978 or Amber and Jim Bleau’s, Gallupville, 872-9044. The venison is distributed to nine local food pantries in Schoharie County. The hunters who donate a whole deer will be entered into a drawing for a Black Powder 50 Caliber rifle which has been donated by our local Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. POC is Willy Karlau 295-7781. SCCA has printed out over 700 tri-folds on the Venison Donation Program and handed them out to license sales areas.   
Anyone can donate financially to the Venison Donation Coalition by stopping by his/her local hunting or fishing license issuing agent and donating $1, $5, or more.  This can also be done when purchasing a license. Tell the clerk you want to support the Vension Donation Program. $1 will cover the cost to feed four people.   

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The Region 4 FWMB was held on September 28th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Pete Innes reported that The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation issued its draft regulations for high-volume hydraulic fracturing which are based on the proposed requirements contained in the agency's revised draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement released earlier this month. "Public review of the proposed requirements and regulations governing high-volume hydraulic fracturing is an important part of the environmental impact statement process," Martens said. "The comments from the 2009 public comment period proved insightful and helped inform the revised SGEIS. We look forward to continuing to hear from commentors in person and in writing over the next few months."

The draft regulations create a legal framework for implementing the proposed mitigation measures in the revised dSGEIS. The public comment period on the draft regulations begins today and runs concurrently with the public comment period on the dSGEIS, which ends Dec. 12. DEC also released the proposed State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit (GP) for Storm water Discharges associated with high-volume hydraulic fracturing.

DEC will hold four public hearings on the revised draft SGEIS, draft regulations and proposed SPDES GP. Each public hearing will have an afternoon and an evening session from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, respectively. Comments will be accepted in written and oral format at the hearings.

The closest hearing for us living in Schoharie County will be held on November 17 at The Forum Theatre, 236 Washington Street, Binghamton, NY, 13901  

Once the comment period is complete, DEC will review the comments on the revised draft SGEIS and proposed regulations and prepare responses to be released with the final SGEIS and final regulations. No permits for high-volume hydraulic fracturing will be issued until the SGEIS is finalized and DEC issues the required Findings Statement.

Comments can be submitted on DEC's High-Volume Hydraulic Fracturing Comments System website or by mail to: Attn: dSGEIS Comments- New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway   Albany, NY 12233-6510 

He also reviewed the flood damage to Region 4. The Department issued over 300 permits which were 30 day General Emergency permits that ended on October 8, 2011. Still need individual permits which expire on September 30, 2012.  This was a result of the Irene & Lee flooding. DEC labeled the Irene Hurricane a 500 Year Flood Event. All nine counties, worst region hit state wide. DEC staff is only so big, not enough by scope of workload.

DEC is looking for pictures of flood damage with GPS locations for future repairs.  Send to Norm McBride. 
Only 16 projected DEC employees layoffs if the State follows through. No impact to Region 4 personal. 

NYS budgeted $1000 to cover the cost of region 4 FWMB meetings (travel & Meals)

Looking Glass pond on hold until next summer. Floating docks will be reinstalled. 

New Deer Management Plan will be coming out in October. Region 4 will have some WMUs with antler restrictions, 3 on a side requirement.

Moose hit by car Town of Berlin, NY.  DEC estimates 800 moose population in state. 
DEC is looking for Hunters will to take part in Grouse surveys. POC is Jerry Fraine, Stanford, NY 
Bear season opening up in new WMUs. Bear complains are way up in Region 4. Bear hit near Oneonta, NY. 

Crossbow – two year program, 2011 & 2012 unless extended. 

New DEC hires for Hatcheries so 2012 should be normal numbers. 

Goodyear Lake closed to public, no launch site except private. DEC does own 20 acres–possible launch site.      

53% of stocked trout being eaten by MERGANSER - FISH EATING DUCK between April & May.
The next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on December 21st @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
DEC Releases Pheasants in Schoharie County: Annually, about 30,000 adult pheasants are raised on the Richard E. Reynolds game farm in Ithaca and released just prior to and during the fall pheasant hunting season. Releases occur across the state on both state and private lands open to public hunting. 10% more birds this year.  

Broome - Franklinton Vlaie Wildlife Management Area. (RS) 

Conesville - Bear Kill Rd. NYCDEP land near Brand Rd. and Karlau Rd. (RS) 

Richmondville - Lape Road. (RS)  &  Richmondville - Beards Hollow Road. (RS)

SUNY Cobleskill: College opens for Move in & Orientation August 25th.  

Attention Snowmobilers - The 260 Clubs and County Associations that make up the New York State Snowmobiling Association (NYSSA) invite you to enjoy New York's 10,500 miles of trail this winter. Areas of our state have snow cover between early December through the end of March. Individual areas will open their trails on different dates based on hunting seasons and other factors, so please check with a local club for the most up-to-date information.

Snowmobile Handbook - We hope that all riders will periodically review the New York State Snowmobiler's Guide. A FREE printed copy of the handbook is available from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation - Snowmobile Unit - Agency Building One Empire State Plaza  Albany, NY 12238 - (518) 474-0446

REGISTRATION - The New York Statewide snowmobile trail system operates on a sled registration system. There is no trail pass required, but all New York State residents and non-residents must register their sleds in New York to ride in New York. - Registration is $100 (one year), commencing from September 1. Registration is $45 for riders who join a New York State Snowmobile Association Member Club and obtain a registration voucher. Anyone may join a New York Club. We have four local snowmobile clubs which belong to the SCCA.
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com Meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps
may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.

  
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: The Youth Pheasant hunt did not happen. There was a problem with DEP accepting the liability insurance and the low number of interested youths the hunt was cancelled. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The estimated turkey population in NYS is 250,000. Last years fall harvest was 7,200 with hunting hours from sunrise to sunset. You can hunt turkeys with a bow or with a shotgun / pistol using shot no larger than #2 and no smaller than #8. Season dates for this area is October 1st through November 18th.  Season bag limits are 2, either sex. For details check the NYS Hunting & Trapping Guide. POACHER HOTLINE: 1-800-TIPP-DEC (800) 847-7332 – The National Wild Turkey Federation is offering $200 reward to anyone giving information & testimony leading to the arrest & conviction of anyone illegally hunting or killing a wild turkey in the state of New York. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The Gun Course had 33 students and the archery class had 30 students get their hunting certificates.  The club is sponsoring an indoor Youth Pistol & Rifle shoot.  For more information contact Larry Van Deusen 234-3021. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings for local chapter are being relocated. Will send out information when available. Contact is Mike Walchko. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  Schoharie County Chapter will again donate a Black Powder Gun for the Venison Donation Program this fall. The banquet held on September 25th had over 140 attendances. The meal was a buffet style with ham and roast beef. The Live auction started at 3:00 PM and the raffle drawings for two guns and a compound bow were drawn. Several guns were sold during the live auction along with wildlife prints and other merchandise. The local Chapter has to split the profit with National Organization 50/50 with the local chapter clearing over $1000 which will be used locally for sponsoring scholarship projects, Camp Coby summer youth camp and maybe some equipment for our local Encon Officers.  The Chapter also donated a framed print showing our Country’s flag with the names of those lost in the Sept. 11, 2001 act of terriorium to our local fire departments located in Schoharie, Esperance, Middleburgh, Blenheim, West Fulton, Livingston, and Cobleskill. Some of these prints were presented at the September Banquet. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $50.5 Million in support of our goals. Education $10 Million, Habitat $17 Million, Hunting Tradition $16.6 Million and Research $6.5 Million.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path Hiking Club: Hiking leaders are as followed: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377, Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. Some of the up coming club outings are: October 29th  Fall Foliage Hike, Sect. 30, Durfee Rd. to Middleburgh, 4 mi., great views from the cliffs – Leader - Carol. November 7th Highway cleanup along Rte. 30, New volunteers needed, call Harold Guest @8275995. Nov 27th For Hunting Season, LP hike thru the Plotterkill Preserve, 3.5 mi., Leader - Mark. Dec 10th Sect.28, Doney Hollow to Rossman Hill, 6.8 mi., leader – Mark. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The club did host stuff pizza on October 22nd  serving 138. The next date for stuffed pizza will be on November 19th from 12 PM – 7 PM.  The club will be serving breakfast on December 4th from 8 AM – 12 PM.  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. 

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  25 members in attendances 3 applications were voted on and four more read to be voted on next month. Bob Britton has December raffle tickets. Still has close to 400 tickets to get out to sellers. There are over 300 members counting life members & regular members.  If each member sold 4 tickets, there wouldn’t be enough tickets for everybody. Trap shooting has been cancelled due to problems with trap machine. Trap machine being sent out for repair. Boy Scout Troop Meet @ the club on Oct 8th. Scouts are planning on helping area flood victims. American Legion requested use of club house for meetings until repairs are made from flood issues. Approved! The club is allowing youth archery shooters from SUNY Cobleskill to use indoor archery range. They are supplying their own targets and equipment. Approved! There will be an Auction on October 29th for Flood  Relief – looking for donated items. POC is Pete DeBartolo. The club received a donation from the Bethlehem Sporting Club for $350 to use for club repairs or what ever we needed. Club approved to match donation, totaling $700 to be donated to the “Rooms Of Hope” Relief & Rebuild Fund. Each qualifying & chosen applicant will received 10 -4X8 sheets of sheetrock, pail of spackling, Box of screws and roll of tape.  Motion to have both furnaces serviced before winter. Club storage shed needs roof repairs along with trap house drainage issues. POC for repairs is Angelo Porfirio. Power point presentation for NYS Bear by Josh Choquette will be done after deer season. .        

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Dues are still $10. The Club sponsored the Timothy Murphy 10 – K run on October 8th  with 135 runners. No trouble, lots of help, great parade, nice weather. Club did not charge for advertising in this year’s booklet. Donations came from NBT, Local 157 Labors Union, Middleburgh Telephone and New York Power Authority to help pay for printing cost and runner tee-shirts.  The Fall picnic was cancelled because of the flooding issues. Please turn in your targets and we will save them for the next club event. Several members have had major flood damage. The membership voted to donate $1000 to local food banks to help feed flood victims and volunteers during clean up.  The next meeting will take place on November 1st. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.    

[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.png]|||||||||



 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:30 PM. 

The October meeting, 10/27/11, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting to be held at the Curtis Mott Building at Cobleskill College.      
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