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SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill

College on November 17, 2011.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities

SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM with 42 in attendances and 10 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Trout Unlimited, Fish & Wildlife Management Board, NYSPA Wildlife Task Force, SCCA Association members and 26 students from SUNY Cobleskill representing the three clubs from SUNY Cobleskill TWS & AFS and the new club specializing in Reptiles & Turtles. Bob Britton made a motion to accept the October’s minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Duke Mann. Ray Zeh made a motion to accept the November’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Dave Wood.  A vote of the membership approved the both motions. 

A motion was made by Ray Zeh to create a resolution for a State Boat Launch to be built on Goodyear Lake. Bob Britton seconded the motion. Gordon Emerson will write up the resolution. Gordon will also ask for input from the Otsego County Federation because Good Year Lake in is their county. He will present the resolution to the NYSCC for their support.  

A motion was made by Carl Stefanik, seconded by Dave Wood to draft a letter withdrawing the SCCA Budget Request to the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors. This was reviewed because of the current financial situation the Schoharie County is dealing with from Storm Irene and the flood damage. The membership voted and approved. This was hand delivered on November 25th to Robert Mann, Jr. Chairman of the Finance Committee.
A motion was made by Ray Zeh to have SCCA pay for the registration fees for the Hunter Safety Instructor Class coming up on January 28th. This is a $15 fee and the motion was for 5 instructors. Bob Britton seconded the motion and the membership approved the motion. 
The SCCA will again hold their annual Ice Fishing Derby the first Saturday in February providing ice is available.

Carl Stefanik is currently working on the 2012 SCCA Booklet. These will be available for our fair exhibit.  
NYPA: The Resolution was reviewed by SCCA members at the November meeting. The resolution is asking the NYPA @ Blenheim Gilboa Power Project for a program which will allow gun hunting on the 72 acres located across State Route 30 from the Visitor’s Center. We are asking for the NYPA to allow turkey hunting, small game hunting along with deer & bear hunting using all legal hunting firearms (shotgun, rifle, pistol, crossbow and compound bow.  This will be sent to a NYPA representative, Steve Ramsey for approval. This Resolution will be submitted to the NYSCC and the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors for their support too.     

Venison Donation Program: There have been 16 deer donated so far as of 12/13/2011. Donations are down because of the number of people needing the venison that was flooded out. The drawing for the black powder rifle will be done at the December SCCA meeting. Willy Karlau, POC for this program has already begun delivering venison to several locations. The venison is being processed at Nancy & Russell Marlow’s Howes Cave 296-8978 or Amber and Jim Bleau’s, Gallupville, 872-9044. The venison is distributed to nine local food pantries in Schoharie County. The hunters who donate a whole deer will be entered into a drawing for the Black Powder 50 Caliber rifle donated by our local Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. SCCA has printed out over 700 tri-folds on the Venison Donation Program and handed them out to license sales areas to promote this program. .   

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 22nd @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  

NYSCC Region 4 Report: by Gordon Emerson – Region 4 meeting was held on November 30, 2011 at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 

 First, thanks go out to all who participated in the Region 4 December fundraiser and good luck!

The resolution requesting public access to Goodyear Lake in Otsego County is moving forward. Otsego County’s representative to the NYSCC, Patrick McBrearty is working on a similar resolution within their county federation. Mr. McBrearty and I will be composing a joint county resolution for Goodyear Lake Access in 2012.

Folks wishing to serve as Region 4 Representatives to NYSCC committees will need to make their intent to serve known to the Region 4 Director or their county representative. Representative of Region 4 will be required to represent the will of the majority of Region 4 committee when voting on issues in their respective NYSCC committee meetings.

Minekill State Park: by John Lowe, Park Manager - Minekill and Max V. Shaul State Parks - 518-827-8691. We completed a program with SUNY Cobleskill students on December 3rd at the park to train them in surveying for the Hemlock Woolly Adelgide.  The Hemlock Woolly Adelgide is a bug that is eating eastern hemlock trees.  We found HWA at the Minekill State Park this summer and are now in the process of surveying the park property to assess the level of infestation and then design a management plan to control this bug.  The HWA has killed thousands of eastern hemlocks and will eventually take out all of our hemlock trees if we are not vigilant.  We are planning on hosting a Hemlock Woolly Adelgide program on January 28th at the NYPA Visitors Center to teach local landowners and outdoorsmen what the HWA is all about, what it looks like and how to do a survey on your own property or any property.  The DEC is collecting HWA survey information from local landowners and we will explain how to do that survey.  Roy Morris, a SUNY Cobleskill student will give a power point presentation on the insect and then we'll go in the field and find the signs of the HWA and show how to complete the DEC survey form.  This is a training every outdoorsman should be attending because the HWA is going to kill our hemlocks if we don't do something about it.  The program starts at the NYPA Visitors Center at 11am with a 45 minute presentation and then move to the Minekill Falls parking lot for the outdoor session for about 45 minutes or as long as folks want to spend.

We are planning a snowshoe hike starting at the Minekill State Park office on January 1st at 1pm - if there isn't any snow than it will just be a hike. We have several pairs of snowshoes available for people to use.

We are planning a Snowfest on January 28th with outdoor activities at the NYPA Visitors Center and in the Minekill State Park including the HWA training mentioned above, winter energy saving tips from NYSERDA, ice skating, snowshoe hikes, and a winter survival workshop.  Call Ashley Drum at the park office for more details, 518-827-6111.
Summary of Proposed* Changes for 2012 Hudson River Herring (Alewife and Blueback herring) Regulations -RECREATIONAL USE

Fishing Season • From March 15 to June 15, fishing and harvest of river herring is allowed all days in the week and at night. NO fishing for river herring is allowed outside of these dates. 

Limit to the number of herring you can keep in a day, Limit is 10 river herring per angler per day. 

Once you have caught your 10 river herring for the day, that’s it. You can continue to fish, but must release any you catch. All river herring caught and used for bait, count towards your daily limit. 

If you are fishing from a boat with 5 or more people on board, the limit for the boat is 50 herring per day. 

Charters: The daily limit is still 10 river herring per angler (paying customer) or with 5 or more customers on board the maximum limit is 50 herring per day. 

Fishing in the Hudson’s Tributaries 

In a tributary, river herring can only be taken by ANGLING. Angling means fishing with a rod and reel with hooks/line. 

Tributaries include the Mohawk River above the Troy Dam. 

You CANNOT USE NETS to fish for river herring in any tributary. This includes dip nets, scap nets, gill nets or any other net you can think of. Gill nets are NOT allowed recreational fishing gear; see commercial regulations. 

Luring a herring into a dip net with a stoolie is not angling and is not allowed in any tributary. 

Fish Conservation Areas (FCA) 

The area in a tributary where NO FISHING is allowed during the period of March 15 to June15, both dates inclusive. No fishing means you are not allowed to fish for any species in this area. A list of the FCAs will be published with the proposed regulations. 

The FCA is defined as the area from the first man-made barrier (dam) or natural barrier (falls or rapids) downstream for a distance of 825 feet or 250 meters. 

Tributaries shorter than 825ft or 250m from the entrance on the Hudson up to the first barrier are completely closed to fishing from March 15 to June 15. 

Mohawk River-the FCA is 825ft or 250m on BOTH sides of the Locks and Dams, as they are barriers for both upstream and downstream passage of fish. 

Herring fishing is not permitted from Guard Gate 2 to Lock 2 on the Mohawk River (Waterford flight of locks/dams). 

Personal use of nets & where you can use them. 

Nets can ONLY be used in the main stem of the Hudson, and not the tributaries. 

Luring a herring to a dip or scap net with a stoolie is a legal use of a net that is ONLY allowed in the main stem of the Hudson River. 

Maximum sizes of the nets allowed: 

a. Scap/Lift Net : 16 square feet (4 feet by 4 feet) 

b. Dip Net: 14 inches round or 13 inches by 13 inches square 

c. Seine Net: 36 square feet 

d. Cast Net: 10 feet in diameter 

Recreational Marine Fishing Registration 

Yes – you need to register! It is a free registry and must be renewed after Jan 1st of every year. 

You can call 1-866-933-2257 to register. 

Reporting your catch 

Reporting is not mandatory. 

We strongly encourage you either sign up for the volunteer Hudson River Angler Diary (call 845-256-3009) or report your catch on the NYS Angler Diary on the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP) website: www.accsp.org
 SUNY Cobleskill: The college students are selling $5 raffle tickets on a special canoe to help raise funds for the Wildlife & Fisheries clubs. Tony Henahan gave a power point presentation of their trip to Hawaii. The students stayed at the Waikoloa Hilton, located on the Kohala Coast of the Big Island of Hawaii in the midst of Waikoloa Beach Resort. They participated in the Quiz Bowl fielding questions on Environmental Facts. They made it thru the first 15 minute round but were eliminated in the second. There were 11 colleges competing. While in Hawaii the students got to travel to different parts of the islands seeing all kinds of birds and some reptiles. No gun hunting allowed on the Islands, only archery. They did visit a crater which was the size of a football field, did a 5 minute walk through a Laval tube and also saw holes in the lava rocks made from burnt out trees. The coast line is mostly rocky cliffs, not many beaches. Some students went snorkeling and had Spinner Dolphins swimming around them along with a sea turtle.    
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The club did sponsor a Snowmobile Safety Course on December 10th 9AM to 6PM. There was no charge for this course and it was offered for the youth and adults. Lunch was provided free. The course was given at the Summit Conservation Clubhouse. POC: Donna Rivenberg @ 518-287-1961. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.

  
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: The Youth Pheasant hunt did not happen. There was a problem with DEP accepting the liability insurance and the low number of interested youths the hunt was cancelled. Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The estimated turkey population in NYS is 250,000. Last years fall harvest was 7,200 with hunting hours from sunrise to sunset. You can hunt turkeys with a bow or with a shotgun / pistol using shot no larger than #2 and no smaller than #8. Season dates for this area is October 1st through November 18th.  Season bag limits are 2, either sex. For details check the NYS Hunting & Trapping Guide. POACHER HOTLINE: 1-800-TIPP-DEC (800) 847-7332 – The National Wild Turkey Federation is offering $200 reward to anyone giving information & testimony leading to the arrest & conviction of anyone illegally hunting or killing a wild turkey in the state of New York. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The Club plans on another Ice Fishing Derby in February. The club is sponsoring an indoor Youth Pistol & Rifle shoot.  For more information contact Larry Van Deusen 234-3021. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings for local chapter are being relocated. Will send out information when available. Contact is Mike Walchko. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older). Whitetails Unlimited:  Schoharie County Chapter has donated a Black Powder Gun for the Venison Donation Program this fall. The Chapter also donated a framed 911 print showing our Country’s flag with the names of those lost in the Sept. 11, 2001 act of terrorism to our local fire departments located in Schoharie, Esperance, Middleburgh, Blenheim, West Fulton, Livingston, and Cobleskill. Some of these prints were presented at the September Banquet. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $50.5 Million in support of our goals. Education $10 Million, Habitat $17 Million, Hunting Tradition $16.6 Million and Research $6.5 Million.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path Hiking Club: Hiking leaders are as followed: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377, Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. Some of the up coming club outings are: Dec 22nd Leader’s Choice, Solstice/Holiday Celebration hike. Call Carol for Info. January 14th Sect.31 Partridge Run Snowshoe, 2.5 mi., Leader-Mark. January 29th Annual Cabin Fever Cook-out & hike, Max Shaul S.P. call Carol for Info. February 4th  Sect 29, Patria Rd. to Rte 30, 4.8 mile, Leader-Mark. February 18th Snowshoe hike@ Betty & Wilbur Davis State Park, North of Worcester, 2-4 miles, Leader – Clarence  For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The next date for stuffed pizza will be on January 18th , February 18th, March 17th, April 14th, from 12 PM – 7 PM and January 19th , February 19th, March 18TH, and April 15th Noon to 4 PM. .  The club will be serving breakfast on February 5th, March 4th, and April 1st from 8 AM to Noon.   The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. 

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  38 members in attendances. Flag pole has been repaired and the flag is flying again thanks to Middleburgh Telephone Company and John Liddle.  1 application was voted on and two more read to be voted on next month. All the December raffle tickets were sold thanks John Liddle, Dave Wood, Phil Skowfoe, and Mike Zeh who all sold close to or over 100 tickets each. Bob Britton has done it again. There will be a Black Powder shoot on the second Sunday of January starting at 11 AM. Youth Archery will start up on the 7th of January. This is open to the public and all Equipment & Targets will be provided free. Trap machine still not repaired. The club is allowing 12 to 15 youth archery shooters from SUNY Cobleskill to use indoor archery range. They are supplying their own targets and equipment. “Rooms Of Hope” are still accepting applications for rebuilding from flood. 135 rooms so far, 20 per week - POC is Pete DeBartolo. Each chosen applicant receives 10-4X8 sheets of sheetrock, pail of spackling, box of screws and roll of tape. Christmas Party will be held on December 17th 1PM – 3PM, POC is Pete DeBartolo 827-5344. New Club Secretary, John Davis replaced Lee Colby.  His phone 518-702-4143 and e-mail address is johncdavis4@yahoo.com.      

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  About 30 targets were turned in to raise money for the club. About 85 members & Guests enjoyed a Ham & Roast Beef Dinner on December 10th @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The Lady’s Auxiliary Squad did another outstanding job. Winners of the big buck contest were Doug Handy (Bow) and Gerald Hooper (Gun) Several club members donated items which were auction off. PeeWee’s gallon jug of pickles sold for over $100. Over $500 was raised from the auction. A 50/50 raffle raised $360 which was donated to the West Fulton Lady’s Auxiliary who turned around and donated the money to the Blenheim Fire Company. The next meeting will take place on January 6th. The club has 110 members to date. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.    
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 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:45 PM. 
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The December meeting, 12/22/11, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting to be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Pizza & Wings.      
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