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Minutes of meeting held at the West Fulton Rod & 

Gun Club on May 26, 2011.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM with 18 in attendances and 12 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Summit Sno-Riders, West Fulton Snow Mobile Club, Conesville Rod & Gun Club, Coon Skinners, Trout Unlimited, Long Path Hikers, and Jeep Club.  Dave Wood made a motion to accept the March minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Dewey Irving. Bob Britton made a motion to accept the March’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Dave Wood.  A vote of the membership approved the both motions. 

The SCCA members reviewed the Antler Restriction proposal and a decision was made to send out a request to each club asking for a written decision on what each club is in favor of – Antler restriction or No Antler restriction. Tabled until more information is available on whether we support an antler restriction for WMU 4G. At the FWMB meeting in January 5 counties opposed and 2 were in favor. At the NYSCC meeting in March, 5 Regions were in favor and 2 Regions opposed antler restriction.

Looking Glass Pond is currently being drained using two siphon tubes because the intake pipe for the overflow is clogged. This is part of the Habitat/Access Project for Region 4.   

Carl Stefanik is currently updating the SCCA booklet.  He needs new pictures from all clubs showing different activities.  

Fair Exhibits need to be updated. Also we need to start making a list of volunteers to work the fair booth.  The fair is running for nine days again this year starting on July 29th through August 6th. We need 3 volunteers for each day 10AM – 4 PM and 3 volunteers for each night 4 PM – 10PM. SCCA will give daily passes to volunteers and also will have cold water/soda. POC is Mike Zeh 265-4961.

Memorial for William Terry at the Gilboa Central School on May 20th. Doug Handy and Dave Wood were available for archery target shooting from 10AM to 2:30 PM. 

Pheasant Youth shoot – September 24th POC is Dewey Irving 607-588-6978 Need to promote more in Schoharie County. Shoot be take place on DEP lands. New York City Water Authority is opening up lands for hunting without access permit. The white signs are being replaced with blue signs which do not require a special access permit. This will increase the area hunters can use by over 4,000 acres in Schoharie, Delaware and Greene Counties.

A bear was reported on Cobleskill School property on 5/26 which required a lock down for students.

Schoharie County Board of Supervisors has set up a committee for reviewing the 50 year license which NYPA is currently expiring soon.  The SCCA has appointed Dave Wood and Mike Zeh to approach the Board of Supervisor to set on the committee.  Martin Shrederis, Town of Schoharie was approached. He stated that he was on the committee and would see if a couple of SCCA officers could be added to the committee. He said that the committee is looking for input from the public.         

Canoe Raffle: The canoe raffle tickets are in and on sale. Any club member or SCCA associate member who could help out selling these tickets contact Mike Zeh, 265-4961, and he’ll get tickets to you to sell. 1st prize - 15.8' Old Towne Canoe (Red) or $500 cash; 2nd prize - a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rife donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited; 3rd prize - a  Framed Print Donated by Schoharie County Ridge Runners, NWTF: 4th prize - a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Senator James Seward; 5th prize - a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Assemblyman Pete Lopez; 6th prize - a $100 Savings Bond donated by the Bank of Richmondville; 7th prize - a $100 Savings Bond donated by the NBT (Middleburgh/Schoharie). Shaul’s Roofing (Richard Shaul) 518-827-4687 from Watsonville-Middleburgh area has donated the cost of printing the tickets this year. Thank you Dick!!!  The drawing will take place on the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair, Saturday August 6th @ 6 PM.  
Fall Hunter Safety Training Courses: Anyone signing up for a hunters safety course will need their Birth Certificate along with a School ID plus their legal guardian or parent on the night of the sign up if they are under 21 years of age.  There will be a Hunter Safety Course at Richmondville Fish & Game club: Archery – Sign up at the Village Office on August 15th , 7 – 8 PM, Class will be held on August 21st 8 AM to 4PM at the Richmondville Fish & Game Club. Gun safety course date – sign up at the Village Office on August 22nd 7-8 PM, Class held on August 26th 6-9:30 PM & August 27th 8AM to 4PM @ the Richmondville Fish & Game Club. Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club will be sponsoring hunter safety classes on the following dates. Archery - Sign up on September 6th 7-8 PM, class date will be September 10th  8AM – 4PM. Gun Safety course dates are sign up September 12th 7-8 PM with class dates September 16th 6-9:30 PM and September 17th 8AM to 4PM.  The next gun course, sign up September 19th 7-8 PM with the class dates September 23rd 6-9:30 PM and September 24th 8AM to 4 PM. The Conesville Rod & Gun Club is setting up a gun hunters safety class – sign up on September 26th 7-8 PM @ the Town Hall and class dates September 30th 6-9:30 PM and Oct 1st 8AM to 4PM which will be held at the Fire House. They need at least 15 people to sign up or the class will be cancelled. Call Dewey Irving if you would like to attend the Conesville Class 607-588-6978. 

Cross Bow Issues: The way NYS DEC law is right now anyone with a Hunting license can hunt using a crossbow. To hunt using a crossbow during Gun season you must have a regular big game license and if you hunt during muzzleloader season than you must have a muzzleloader season stamp. A crossbow cannot be used during archery season. DEC is supposed to be offering an on-line course w/certificate for those who want to use a crossbow.  We will know more after a meeting on June 21st.  

Fish Stocking – Schoharie County: On May 20 the Coby Fish & Game Club stocked 200 tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond off Dow Street. These were purchased from the SUNY Cobleskill College fisheries.  The New York State Power Authority has already stocked 300 Tiger trout in the Upper Reservoir and 325 Tiger trout in the lower reservoir. They plan on stocking close to another 1000 in each reservoir soon. They purchased about a 2700 mixture of Tiger, Brook and Brown Trout from the Cobleskill College for stocking in the two reservoirs. The trout seem to migrate toward the cold water so all the small streams around the lower reservoir area have excellent fishing opportunities.      

NY Bow Hunters: 17th Annual Youth Bowhunter Camp for youths 11 thru 15,  Aug 6th, 8AM to Aug 7th, 3PM @ Iroquois Rod & Gun Club in Schenectady. Includes an overnight camp out.  This event is free and open to the public. POC is Dick Kutny 518-355-2767 for more information. E-mail RAK12303@aol.com . Objective: NYS Hunter Education Certificate for Bowhunting.  For an application call Mike Zeh 518-265-4961

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on June 22nd at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 

  
NYSCC Region 4 Report:  The Council has been pushing for supporting the legislation Bill S177a which will reduce the age of an archery big game from 14 to 12 years old. The 12-year-old youth big game bowhunting bill (S177a) has been approved by Governor Cuomo. This will go into effect this coming season. We have been fighting for this bill for several years. 

NEW YORK STATE DEC: Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources Bureau of Wildlife 

June 2011 - NYS Deer Management Plan is out for review - Mission of the Bureau of Wildlife 

To provide the people of New York the opportunity to enjoy all the benefits of the wildlife of the State, now and in the future. This shall be accomplished through scientifically sound management of wildlife species in a manner that is efficient, clearly described, consistent with law, and in harmony with public need. 

Goals of the Bureau of Wildlife 

Goal 1. Ensure that populations of all wildlife in New York are of the appropriate size to meet all the 

demands placed on them. 

Goal 2. Ensure that we meet the public desire for: information about wildlife and its conservation, use, 

and enjoyment; understanding the relationships among wildlife, humans, and the 

environment; and clearly listening to what the public tells us. 

Goal 3. Ensure that we provide sustainable uses of New York’s wildlife for an informed public. 

Goal 4. Minimize the damage and nuisance caused by wildlife and wildlife uses. 

Goal 5. Foster and maintain an organization that efficiently achieves our goals. 

Planning Process 

This plan was developed through a process that included substantial involvement of affected 

stakeholder groups and the public, as well as internal review of existing deer management procedures. 

The process included the following components: 

1. Deer management scoping - In February 2009, DEC recognized the need to address several existing and growing challenges to deer management in New York and the value of establishing a multi-year plan to guide and focus management efforts. DEC began identifying key areas of concern and opportunities for program modification. Management concerns emphasized: 

a. the need for greater flexibility in antlerless harvest in areas with very low deer 

populations and in areas with abundant deer populations including highly developed environments; 

b. improving data utility by focusing on larger, ecologically similar areas for management; 

c. incorporation of forest condition data directly into objective setting and deer harvest management; and 

d. responding to long-term declines in hunter numbers. 

DEC also recognized several key issues that were circulating among the hunting community (e.g., structure of hunting seasons, buck harvest management, hunter access limitations, use of crossbows). DEC developed a process to identify public priorities for deer management in New York in preparation for development of a formal New York State Deer Management Plan. 

2. Preliminary solicitation of input from New York organizations affected by deer 

During the summer of 2009, DEC contacted various organizations whose members are affected by deer and deer management and requested their comment on the deer management issues that are most important to their members. A summary of the input received is available at www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/deerideas09.pdf

3. Public Meetings on Deer Management 

Through the fall and early winter of 2009, DEC hosted 20 meetings across New York State in effort to more fully engage the public in refining the priorities for the future of deer management in New York. Over 1,000 people attended the meetings, and public input was collected at the meetings, by mail and via electronic forms that were available on the DEC website. The slide show and materials presented at the meetings, as well as a summary of the public input received, are available at  www.dec.ny.gov/animals/57795.html 

4. Statewide Deer Hunter Survey 

In reviewing the input received during the public meeting process, the public’s priority issues for 

deer management were readily discerned. However, the public’s perspective on several of the priority issues and the actions recommended to address the issues were frequently contradictory. Thus, DEC worked with the Human Dimensions Research Unit at Cornell University to conduct a formal survey of New York hunters and assess hunter preferences for potential management strategies related to hunting with a crossbow, altering buck and doe harvest management, and modifying deer hunting season structures. The survey was designed to elicit hunter opinions about potential regulation changes in light of possible trade-offs and effects associated with each potential change. The final report, Statewide Deer Hunter Survey – 2010 (Enck et al. 2011), is available at www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/hdrudeer10.pdf. 

5. Plan writing 

DEC reviewed public input and survey results in conjunction with current deer management 

priorities to establish the goals, objectives and strategies laid forth in this plan. 

 6. Public review and comment 

Following a period of public review and comment on the deer management plan, DEC will assess the comments and adjust the plan as necessary and appropriate.

Concurrent with declining numbers of hunters, access to huntable land has also decreased in New York. 

In 1991, over 60% of all private lands in upstate New York were posted, and rates of posting had increased 13% during the previous decade (Siemer and Brown 1993). While many people who posted their properties still allowed hunting, most lands were reserved for exclusive use by relatively few people, and at that time, an estimated 25% of private lands were essentially closed to hunting. The trend in posting and closure of private lands to hunting has very likely continued over the past 20 years, and this has strong implications for hunter activity and deer management efficacy. Lack of access to hunting land decreases hunter’s enjoyment and may cause them to hunt less often (Responsive Management 2010). Perhaps more troubling, lands closed to hunting or that receive only nominal hunting pressure can function as refuge areas for deer, thereby compromising DEC’s ability to manage deer numbers to levels desired by the public. Frequently this results in locally abundant deer populations that negatively impact forests, create problems for homeowners and motorists, and may decrease the value attributed to deer by the affected public. 

Deer managers should be involved in efforts to enhance access, particularly as they may increase 

management effectiveness. However, substantial improvements to hunter access will require significant 

resource investment by DEC and cooperation of New York hunters and hunting organizations. 

Opportunities exist to participate in federal programs (e.g., U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Voluntary 

Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program), establish new cooperative hunting areas through the New 

York State Fish and Wildlife Management Act, expand conservation easements, acquire new public lands 

through strategic open space planning, or develop new incentive-based access programs. Efforts to 

inform landowners on the ecological value and social benefits associated with deer hunting, as well as 

the laws related to land posting and landowner liability, may convince additional property owners to 

allow deer hunting on their lands. 

Given the strong traditions associated with hunting and the importance of working with hunters to 

maintain a successful deer management program, DEC greatly values hunters’ ideas and preferences 

when considering changes that affect deer hunting. Through the public input process that preceded 

development of this plan, hunters expressed strong interest in potential modifications of hunting season 

lengths and timing, use of crossbows, youth opportunities, and alternative strategies for buck and doe 

harvest management. However, actual preferences of hunters varied widely for most issues. By 

presenting hunters with structured options in the context of associated trade-offs in a formal survey 

(Enck et al. 2011), DEC was able to assess preferences and opinions more completely. As a result, this 

management plan identifies several strategies (e.g., special opportunity for youth hunters, expansion of 

bowhunting opportunities, greater flexibility with antlerless harvest management, and promotion of 

methods to reduce harvest of young bucks. Alternative Buck Harvest Strategies that are compatible with deer management and are consistent with hunter interests.

Finally, DEC also recognizes that deer management decisions and changes to deer hunting affect non-

hunting wildlife enthusiasts and hunters of other game species. Deer management decisions, therefore, 

must continue to incorporate the interests and perspectives of these groups.

DEC does not consider there to be a compelling biological or management need for mandatory antler 

restrictions and evidence from the pilot antler restriction program suggests no changes in participation 

that would provide economic benefit for communities in an area with mandatory antler restrictions. 

However, DEC recognizes that interest in mandatory antler restrictions is strong among some segments 

of hunters and in some regional areas. Thus, this 5-year plan calls for continuing mandatory antler 

restrictions in the existing pilot area, and expanding mandatory antler restrictions in seven wildlife 

management units adjacent to the existing antler restriction area beginning with the 2012 hunting 

season.


Draft Deer Management Plan calls for continuation of Antler Restrictions in WMUs 3C, 3H, 3J, and 3K.  Seven more WMUs to be added to the mandatory antler restriction areas starting in 2012 - 3A, 4G, 4O, 4P, 4R, 4S, 4W. The practice of antler restrictions will remain voluntary in the rest of the state.  

Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com Meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. 2010-2011 Maps are now available! Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.

    
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Next Meeting: February 10th, 2011.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club stocked over 200 tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond located off Dow Street.  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Had a youth fishing derby on May 21 with 16 kids having fun. Every kid caught fish and every kid got a prize. Great day! Meeting are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The NWTF banquet was held April 2nd at the Best Western in Cobleskill with about 65-70 in attendance. There were silent auctions on about 40 items along with several raffles for guns and other sporting equipment. Don & Liz Reinhart did an outstanding job getting merchandise and manning the show.  Their e-mail address is donzil@frontiernet.net  for more information. Dave Hendricks is donating a print to NWTF for the SCCA canoe raffle during the fair.   

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club will have a Gun Hunter Safety Course on Aug 26 & 27. and an Archery class on Aug 21st. POC is John Hornauer 294-8834. The club had a Youth 22 Shot on May 21st with 14 youths taking part. Trap Shoots on 1st & 3rd Saturdays starting in June through September. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited met the first Monday in June at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun clubhouse to select merchandise for the banquet which will be held on September 25th at the Best Western in Cobleskill. The merchandise can be viewed in the new Summer Magazine which just came out last month.  A review of the treasurer’s report was presented covering the last six months. The black powder gun was turned over to SCCA for their annual canoe raffle held at the fair grounds this summer which Whitetails donated. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club: Leaders of events are: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. 

NYPA: The New York Power Authority has completed the trout stocking for this spring.  During the months of April & May there were 640 Tiger trout, 505 Brook trout and 1700 Brown trout stocked between the upper and lower reservoirs located in Blenheim, NY.  They are also looking to setup a contract with SUNY Cobleskill to see if a large number of walleye fish could be purchased for stocking in both reservoirs. We, SCCA, have asked the Power Authority to take the lead in setting up a meeting between the SCCA, NYS DEC, SUNY Cobleskill and NYPA something like the Wild Life Task Force meetings which we used to have 4 to 5 times a year at the Visitor’s Center in Blenheim. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  29 in attendances. Four new members were voted in. Four new applications were read to be voted on next month.  Three new members were voted in. Bob Britton has December raffle tickets. The Annual Fish derby will be held on June 11th with sixty-nine kids taking part. The rain held off but the wind stopped all the fish from biting.  Only 4 trout were caught along with some perch and several black bass.  Also one large mouth bass was caught but the season wasn’t open yet so the fish was released back into the pond. Every youth received a prize. Steve Zachor did an excellent job getting donations from local businesses.  We revealed the plague naming the fish derby the Don Conklin Youth Fishing Derby. The club has announced the winners for two each $250 scholarship, Dien Labadia and Cody Labadia. You must be a member’s child or grand child to qualify. The winner of the Middleburgh Central School senior for a $250 scholarship is Andrew Hagadorn, who is already accepted at Paul Smith College this coming fall. He is interested in studying to become an Environmental Conservation Officer. Trap machine has been repaired and trap shooting will start soon. Angelo Porfirio and Dave Symons will be POCs. The sale of $10 button for stocking tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond is under way. For buttons see Peter DeBartolo 827-5344. Over $820 turned in so far. Only a few buttons left. The fish have been ordered. 150 Brown & 150 Brook @ $3 each to be stocked sometime in June or July. Membership approved a Boy Scout Troop Camporee @ the club on Oct 7th, 8th, 9th expecting close to 500 in attendances (need portapotties). September meeting - Power point presentation for NYS Bear. Work party on June 18th for new roof on utility shed. Close to 90 members still have not paid dues for 2011. Meeting adjourned 8:50 PM.       

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Dues are still $10.The next meeting will take place in September. The club is possibly considering purchasing a trap machine with a small trap house. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local businesses.    

Friends of Minekill & Shaul’s NYS Parks: Planning a fish derby on August 12 @ the Lower Reservoir of the New York Power Authority in Blenheim.  They are looking for volunteers and donations. 
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:20 PM. 
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The June meeting, 6/23/11, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Richmondville Fish & Game Club located at the club house on High View Road in Richmondville.   
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