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Minutes of meeting held at the Curtis Mott Building, 

Cobleskill College on February 24, 2011.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 25 in attendances and 12 clubs represented.  12 college students were there.  John Hornauer made a motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Carl Stefanik. A vote of the membership approved the Jan – Feb minutes.  Willie Karlau made a motion to accept the February’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Duke Mann.  A vote of the membership approved the report.  About 40 copies of the 40 page booklet that Gerald Hamm put together from newspaper articles on meetings the SCCA held between 1930 and 1960 has been complete. This was done by Joe Kopacz, President of the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  Thank you Joe.  Some of these were given out to members and about thirty were given to Dave Wood to distribute to the all the schools and public libraries of Schoharie County.  There was a discussion during the meeting about seeing an article in the news about the Schoharie County Occupancy Tax Board Announces Grant Release.  It was decided that SCCA should fill out the application because this was the funding source for our budget request. Willie Karlau was appointed to go to the County to see if SCCA needed to fill out the application. He was told that we needed to do this to get the funding we requested from the county. Carl Stefanik and Doug Handy agree to help Mike Zeh fill out the application. This is due by Mar 31. Mike Zeh will have a rough draft done for the March meeting. 
Update on the Venison Donation Program: Willie Karlau reported there were 36 deer donated this year, totaling 1620 lbs of venison for Schoharie County. This venison was processed by Bleau’s Deer Processing in Gallupville and Marlow’s Meat Processing in Howe’s Cave. We would like to thank both for supporting the Venison Program in Schoharie County, doing the meat cutting, wrapping and freezing of the meat. Marlow’s donated there processing, valued at $731.25. Thank you Marlow’s Meat Processing. This would have been paid from funds by donations the SCCA and different club associations have made over the years and also by donations to the venison Donation Program when hunting & fishing license buyers chose to donate. One of the big problems is when you purchase your license the license seller needs to ask the license buyer if they want to donate to the venison donation fund. To date there is $1,698.51 left in this special fund. This year there were no donations from License buyers from Schoharie County according to NYS DEC License records. This was probably due to the license fee increases which were passed two years ago. Maybe we can get the word out to local sportsmen and sportswomen that the fees collect thru the NYS DEC for the Venison Donation Program does come back to the county and used to process the venison. Willie Karlau asked if we, sports men & women would contact the NYS DEC Commissioner’s office requesting 25 cent from every license buyer, be put into a special fund just for the venison donation program. This would be great but I don’t believe the Commissioner will do this with the budget so tight.     

Canoe Raffle: The canoe raffle tickets have been order. 1st prize will be a 15.8' Old Towne Canoe (Red); 2nd prize will be a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rife donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited; 3rd prize will be a  Framed Print Donated by Schoharie County Ridge Runners, NWTF: 4th prize will be a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Senator James Seward; 5th prize will be a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Assemblyman Pete Lopez; 6th prize will be a $100 Savings Bond donated by the Bank of Richmondville; 7th prize will be a $100 Savings Bond donated by the NBT (Middleburgh). Shaul’s Roofing (Richard Shaul) 518-827-4687 from Watsonville-Middleburgh area is donating the cost of printing the tickets this year. Thank you Dick!!!  The drawing will take place on the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair, Saturday August 6th.  
Hunter Safety Training Course: Hunter safety course dates for 2011, next spring. (12 years old & up)  

Gun Hunter Safety Course – Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 

April 8th & 9th, Sign up date April 4th. 

April 15th & 16th, Sign up date April 11th. 

Archery Hunter Safety Course – May 14th, sign up date 9th. 

Gun Hunter Safety Course @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club

April 22nd & 23rd, Sigh up date April 18th. (Richmondville Village Office)

Trapping Course will be offered in March. Sign up Mar 14, 7-8 pm, course dates Mar 18th  6-9 pm, & Mar 19th 8am -4pm. POC is Ken Hellijas 518-234-3715.  The Sportsmen Educators are looking for volunteers who are interested in becoming an Instructor. (No felonies) Each year the Spring classes are never full. The Fall classes are almost always full which means some people are turned away and then they are upset.  The Instructors are all volunteers. Please contact Raymond Zeh, 234-8804 for more information.  
NYSDEC:  Eric Haslun, who used to be one of our local ECOs for Schoharie County , who moved up to Quartermaster in Albany has decided to retire in April along with about 8 other NYS DEC ECOs.  With the State Budget in the red there is no scheduled class for ECO this year.  This will create a big shortage across the state. I believe there will only be about 260 in the Law Enforcement Division by the end of the year. The Environmental Conservation Officer Trainee written test was held in November 2009. DEC does not anticipate it being held again before late 2012. For future examination announcements: sign up at the "Civil Service Exam Notification". Currently the hiring rate for ECO Trainee 1 is $42,107. After completing 30 weeks as an ECO Trainee 1, the salary increases to $44,124. After an additional 22 weeks and progression to ECO Trainee 2, the salary increases to $46,181. Upon completion of the 2-year traineeship, the salary is $48,359. The contract for the ECOs still hasn’t been approve for 2005 -2007.  Once that is done the state will still be 4 years behind. 
 Guest Speaker: NYS DEC Fish & Wildlife Technician, Josh Choquette gave a DEC power point presentation on the Black Bears in New York, their natural history, biology and how DEC manages the population. Males average 300 pounds and Females average 180 pounds. Home Range for Female is 10 square miles and for Males the average is 100 square miles. The Nature of Black Bears is naturally shy and timid, intelligent, behavior almost entirely driven by food and not aggressive towards humans in eastern US.  Bear Anatomy: We often think of black bears canine teeth, which are indeed large, but more importantly the flattened molars are used to grind vegetation. Note the large nasal cavity, a bears sense of smell is very well developed and far superior to humans. Black bears walk flat footed, otherwise referred to as “plantigrade” locomotion. While not normally associated with speed, black bears can run as fast as 35 miles per hour for short intervals. The bulk of a black bears diet is made up of vegetation. Approximately 80 species of vegetation are known to be consumed by NY black bears. Vegetation makes up the bulk of the black bear’s diet. Natural foods include succulent and insects which are a high preference when available. Both hard and soft masts are actively sought out in the fall as bears forage to add fat reserves for the upcoming winter. Overturned rocks and ripped apart logs are evidence of bear foraging for other insects and grubs. Black bear tracks are unique because of their size and toe patterns. Black bear droppings are distinctive in both size and quantity. Compared to other mammals they have a relatively short digestive tract and food passes through fairly rapidly. Black bears are adept climbers, even more so at younger ages when it is an effective escape behavior. Male bears will make territorial markings on trees, and other objects during the breeding season. Information about bears and their habits has been gathered over the years regarding bears, their natural history and their habits. Visible annuli can be observed in the cementum. Cementum helps secure the tooth in the jawbone socket and grows continuously throughout the life of the animal. The oldest bear DEC have aged by this method was a female from the Catskills that was determined to be 41 years old. Much has been learned about bears range and distribution by utilizing radio tracking devices. Bears den during the winter as a natural adaptation to conserve energy during diminished food supplies. Black bears are not true hibernators, but rather go into “estivation”. Any sheltered place will do. Cubs are born in the den between January and February, about 1 pound at birth and 5 to 9 pounds when they emerge. Cubs stay with the sow for the summer and enter a new den as a family in the winter. They emerge as yearlings and disperse in late spring or early summer. Bears may be attracted to human environments due to an abundance of human-derived food sources (garbage, birdseed, pet food).  This can result in bears losing their natural fear of humans and becoming habituated to human environments. Areas of NY that are occupied by breeding female bears controls the primary bear ranges. Bears are occasionally found the outside periphery of these primary ranges, but these occurrences are typically restricted to young males dispersing from their birth area or unusual bear movements during periods of food shortage. The NYSDEC Black Bear Management Team recently revised the NYS Black Bear Range Map. Later in the presentation he reported how the distribution of bears has changed in recent years and current management planning efforts being undertaken by the DEC. Estimated population sizes are 3000-5000 bears in the Northern Range and 1500-2500 in the Southern Range. Hunting serves as the primary tool for controlling bear numbers. Every hunter who bags a bear must report to DEC who will check bear for age and tattoo.  Hunter will receive a patch. Catskill range bear harvest shows continued increase. Bear Complaints in Upper Catskill Region have more than doubled in the last ten years. Bears more commonly show up in back yards, usually in search of things like bird seed, barbeque grills, compost piles, pet feed and garbage cans. Bears can be attracted close to house and dwellings because of food attractions, a dog dish or bird feeder. Garbage dumpsters can and will be an attractive feeding location. Females teach their young where to find food. Bears cause damage to homes as well as vehicles and agricultural damage. Bears quickly learn that campgrounds can be a source of food, and can become bolder as they become habituated to humans. DEC recommendations when camping: Meals eaten quickly and during daylight hours, all food and utensils put away and cleaned, coolers and food stored in locked vehicle or hung from a tree. How Do We Deal With Nuisance Bears? 1. Remove the food and you’ll remove the bear. 1. Store garbage in a sturdy building or container. 2. Take out garbage just before pick up. 3. Don’t feed birds from April thru December. 4. Never intentionally feed bears! 5. Negative conditioning using rubber buckshot, bear dogs and trapping.  The Problem With Trapping: Traps are Dangerous, if attractant remains other bears may find it, there are few remote places left to release bears and adult bears often 

return. Education comes in many forms: Billboards, DVD’s and public meetings.     
SCCA Dues are due in January 2011.  We have received most of the annual dues from clubs. Club Association dues are $30 annually.  Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues.  Still only a few individual members have paid their $10 annual dues. Individual dues are $10 annually.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and also the $200 plus cost of our domain address for the SCCA website. Send dues to P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. 


Communications: Received a voucher from the Schoharie County Treasurer which I filled out and mailed back.  This is for the $1500 which SCCA submitted to the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors who approved the funding in the 2011 Budget.  Also filed the Income Tax information for the SCCA for the year 2010.  We are a 501 C-3 Organization which means we are tax exempt and we can issue a receipt for donations to the SCCA and any donator can use this as a tax deduction when they file their income taxes.  
Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board – Habitat/Access Funding will purchase material for the Region 4 project on Looking Glass Pond.  Sportsmen to supply the labor.  Peter Proul is the POC for Disable/Access programs. Still need Department Of Budget approval for expenditures of $5000 or more. This used to be $500 or more. 
Pete Innes, DEC Region 4 Natural Resource Supervisor reported that a 1000 megawatt cable to be buried in the bed of the Hudson river is a concern because of the magnetic field it will create and how it will affect fish and marine wildlife. New Commissioner of NYS DEC (still acting until approved hopefully if March or April) is Joe Martens. Most Directors are appointed by the Governor.  Drilling for natural gas – Marseillee Shale – New Draft midsummer, No horizontal drilling until after draft is approved. Some hydro fracturing being done in Otsego County in vertical wells using a maximum of 80,000 gallons of water. New Forest Practice Management Plan needs to be completed by 12/31/11 and sent out for public review. Pete handed out Region 4 FWMB Work Plan for review. 

Jerry Fraine, DEC Wildlife Manager for Region 4 reported that the Deer Team Management Plan should be available in March. No CWD found in NYS from 220 tests done in Region 4 last year. NYS has run over 30,000 CWD test since 2002. The state of Maryland reported 1st positive CWD test. New regulation on Feeding Bear, effective January 12, 2011 No feeding of Bears!!!  The bear harvest was the 4th highest on record for last fall. Archery – 44, Gun – 40 (Region 4)  Schoharie Co. 14, Delaware Co. –  40. A 532 lbs bear shoot with a gun near Hobart.  DEC estimates bear population near 7500 state wide. Youth early turkey weekend April 23rd & 24th . 1st year for youth hunt on Long Island. Cross bow training should be coming soon, see DEC website. 
Norm McBride, Region 4 Fish Manager reports 10 year agreement on Oaks creek near Canadarago Lake. Major regulation changes in 2012,  over 700 interviewed conducting Ice Fishing survey on Otsego Lake, 40 – 50 Lake Trout caught and only one walleye caught. No walleye fish under 21” left (stocking program not working. Trout stocking will be delayed this spring (May) for Otsego Lake. No positive test for VHS in Region 4 to date. Trout stocking for Region 4 will be done middle of April, down 20% statewide. No eggs collected for Lake Trout which means no stocking of Lake Trout next year. Land Locked Salmon – reduced numbers of eggs collected, reduce stocking next year. Gilboa Dam –Major work start this year, low level installation valve will be installed in 2015-2016 to control water flow downstream to Schoharie Creek.  
Elections – next meeting, no quorum. The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on April 27th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Questions concerning Habitat/Access Funding being released for projects. A project was approved last year on rebuilding docks and walkways at Looking Glass Pond by NYSDEC but still no funding release. 
Gerry Bierker resigned from the DEC FWMB State Board Chair position. Reasons include lack of support from DEC as evidence by no secretary appointment and no response to information/data requests. He suspects that DEC, in light of draconian staff and financial cuts, is trying to maintain mandated programs. Further he believes DEC is being pushed to focus on preservation/conservation issues rather than sporting/access concerns. I have been notified that the Vice Chair, Jim Petryczyn has move into the Chair position at least until new elections.  To date I have heard of no State Board meeting for this Spring 
SCCA approved sponsoring two youths for this event: Have receive notice from DEC that Noah Sherwood has been approved for camp this summer. We still have a second sponsorship approved. New York State DEC offers week-long environmental educational camps for seven weeks each summer for youth ages 12 to 14. The main focus of these camps is environmental education; campers spend their week immersed in the natural environment. Camps are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Please complete both sides of this application form. Confirmation packets will be mailed to campers in May. No refunds will be given after June 1, 2011. Applications from sponsoring organizations must not be postmarked earlier than January 15, 2010. Camp fee is $350 per camper for a one-week stay. Payment by check or money order made out to DEC Camps. SCCA pays for ½ and the parent pays for the other ½.  After proof of attendance SCCA reimburses the ½ the parent paid out. So the only real cost to the parents is the travel expense to & from the camp. YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CAMP – for ages 12 to 14 If anyone would like to be considered for this opportunity please contact Michael Zeh or Doug Handy.

  
NYSCC:  The Council met in Albany on March 12 to vote on the Legislation Bills which affect the hunting & fishing community. Attending were Dave Wood, Doug Handy and Gordon Emerson.  Will have more details next month.  The Council is looking for donated items (wildlife prints, guns, knifes), which can be auctioned off at the NYSCC spring meeting to help raise funds for the organization. POC is Gordon Emerson. 

SUNY Cobleskill:  Students are working very actively on planning the Northeast Students Wildlife Conclave for April 8-10.  Around 150 students from the entire Northeast will be here for three days.   The next weekend we will host the SUNY Fish and Wildlife Festival on same day as Earth Day in Cobleskill. The ski lodge is being torn down to make way for some upper class housing and a conference center.  On April 29th & 30th there will be a Stihl Timbersports Series Competition (Woodmen’s Event) which the college students will compete in.  This event has grown from five original participating schools to more than 60 teams traveling to college campuses across the country. The professional competition consists of six professional lumberjack disciplines: hot saw, single buck, springboard chop, standing block chop, stock saw and underhand chop.

  Next year the Quiz bowl for the college competition will be held in Hawaii. Cobleskill College is the only school who has participated in every Quiz Bowl since it started in 1993. NYS Chapter of Wildlife donated a $1200 Kayak so each of 3 colleges could sell $5 tickets to raise travel money. The college did a netting of Bowmakers Pond, No large mouth Bass found.  

Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  Next meeting April 18th Diner @ 6:00PM meeting @7:00 PM – meeting, location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. 2010-2011 Maps are now available! Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Call our snow phone at 518-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions.  April 15th, 16th, 17th - NYSSA Forum. Landowners are the foundation of the statewide snowmobile trail system.  Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.
    
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Next Meeting: February 10th, 2011.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: Come and join in the fun of a local NWTF Hunting Heritage Super Fund-raising banquet. The NWTF banquet is where you can buy exclusive merchandise and have a great time with friends. All the while, you will be raising vital funds for wild turkey conservation and important programs that introduce the outdoors to women, children and the disabled. The banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on April 2nd. There will be a live auction, a silent auction along with several raffles for guns and other sporting equipment. POC for this fund raising event is Liz Reinhart 673-3965.  Mailing Address: 256 Melick Rd  Canoharie, NY 13317   $50 Single or $70 Couple dinner tickets.  E-mail address is donzil@frontiernet.net  If you send in $100 to Liz you get $300 in Raffle tickets, door prize, and a NWTF Hat. Deadline is March 28th.  Dave Hendricks from Howes Cave was the winner of a Youth Turkey Hunt at the Adirondack Sportsmen Show donated by the NWTF.  The National Wild Turkey Federation's 35th annual National Convention and Sport Show was a fantastic success, with record 637 exhibitor booths sold and a near-record attendance. There were 43,442 convention attendees, which narrowly missed the record of just over 44,000 people at the 2010 convention. Midway USA was the official sponsor of the convention. 

"I am extremely pleased with this year's convention; I believe it was one of our best ever," said George Thornton, NWTF CEO. "Our volunteers showed up in force to support the NWTF's mission of conserving wildlife and preserving our hunting heritage, our vendors reported terrific sales at their booths, and everyone had a tremendous time at the newly renovated Gaylord Opryland hotel. "The NWTF National Convention and Sport Show also is home to the NWTF Grand National Turkey Calling Championships, where the best callers in the world compete for $25,000 in cash and prizes. Shane Hendershot of Zanesville, Ohio, took home the top prize with his victory in the Senior Division. Hendershot also won the first ever Head-to Head competition, which pitted callers directly against each other. Anna Leigh McGraw won the Poult division and is the first female to win a Grand National Calling Championship since 1994.

The NWTF National Convention and Sport Show will return to Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center in Nashville on Feb. 9-12, 2012. 


About the NWTF: The National Wild Turkey Federation is the leader in upland wildlife habitat conservation in North America. A nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving the wild turkey and preserving our hunting heritage, the NWTF and its volunteers work closely with state, federal and provincial wildlife agencies and other partners. Through these dynamic partnerships, the NWTF and its members helped restore wild turkey populations throughout North America, spending more than $331 million to conserve nearly 16 million acres of habitat. Wild turkeys and hundreds of other species of upland wildlife, including quail, deer, grouse, pheasant and songbirds, benefit from this improved habitat. The NWTF also brings new conservationists and hunters into the fold through outdoor education events and its Women in the Outdoors, Wheelin' Sportsmen, JAKES and Xtreme JAKES youth outreach programs. Dedicated NWTF volunteers introduce about 100,000 people to the outdoors through these programs every year. Founded in 1973, the NWTF is headquartered in Edgefield, S.C., and has local chapters in every state and Canada. According to many state and federal agencies, the restoration of the wild turkey is arguably the greatest conservation success story in North America's wildlife history. To become a member of the NWTF, join a committee or start a chapter, visit www.nwtf.org or call 800-THE-NWTF. The NWTF is also at www.facebook.com/theNWTF.

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club sponsored an ice fishing event at Bear Gulch Lake, located of Bear Gulch Rd in Summit, on February 26th. Derby ran from 7:00AM – 1:00PM. Cash Prizes - two hours. There were trophies for the youth who caught the largest perch and the largest crappie. POC was John Hornauer.    

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited will have its 1st meeting of the year on April 4th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun clubhouse. Election of officers, discussion on college scholarships will be done at this time along with setting up dates for preparing for our annual banquet held in September at Best Western. We have already promised to donate a black powder gun for the SCCA canoe raffle held at the fair grounds this summer. The organization will also sponsor youth admission fees Camp Coby. The National Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has notified us that we have a new resident Field Director in the state of New York.  His name is John Hunter, who lives in Horseheads, New York.  He will be working on establishing new WTU chapters across the state. He can be reached by phone @ 607-426-8292 or e-mail at jhunterwtu@yahoo.com. This past fall the National Chapter held a 2010 Fall Fundraising Sweepstakes and one of the 25 First Place Winners was Jeremy Killenberger from Central Bridge. He was given a choice of one of these three guns: Weatherby Vanguard Sporter, Remington Model 700 BDL Rifle, or Thompson Center Encore .50-caliber SS/Camo Muzzleloader. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: 
www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path Hiking Club: Leaders of events are: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. Pancake Breakfast on Apr 3rd, 8am to 12 noon. Stuff Pizza on Mar 19th, Apr 9th,  12 noon -7 PM. Stuff Pizza on Mar 20th, Apr 10th 12 noon to 4 PM. 

Ducks Unlimited: There is a local banquet held at the Holiday Inn Express, Schoharie, NY 12157 just of I-88 exit 23 by Central Bridge on April 29th from 6:00 PM to 11:30 PM.  Doors open at 6PM.  Cost is $50 for single or $75 for a couple.  POC is Paul Brody, phone # 518-299-3141 or e-mail.  kathleen.a.brody@gsk.com 

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  42 in attendances. Three new members were voted in. One new application was read to be voted on next month.  The third reading of the club’s by-laws to change the age to 16 to qualify for membership was read. The membership voted and the by-law change was approved.  The club is accepting applications for two each $250 scholarship.  You must be a member’s child or grand child to qualify. Deadline is 5/15/11. For more information contact Pete DeBartolo. The membership also approved a $250 scholarship for a senior @ Middleburgh High School POC is the School guidance counselor. . Trap machine is still broken, has an electrical problem. Approved funding for repair. The club’s website is back up and running. POC is Rob Cirello, 234-7360. www.middleburghrg.com  Any pictures can be sent to e-mail address on website. Have two youths signed up for Camp Coby. Still have two more sponsorships approved. Anyone else interested contact Lee Colby or Joe Kopacz.  The Youth Archery has finished up and the banquet will be held on March 26th.  If enough volunteers are available there will be youth archery for 4 weeks during summer vacation.  The club has cancelled the Sportsmen Event on June 11th @ the club house because of the lack of volunteers. The 13 guns have been purchased for the December 2011 raffle. The cost was just over $5000.  Bob Britton will get the tickets printed for next month’s meeting on April 7th.  They are being stored at Good Gun Buys. NAPA Auto Parts in Middleburgh has again sponsored the printing cost of the tickets. Dave Symons has been doing this for many, many years.  Thank you Dave. Mike Zeh made a motion for the sale of $10 button for stocking tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond. Don Conklin seconded the motion. The club has voted purchase 100 buttons to sell for the program. POC will be Peter DeBartolo 827-5344.  There will be an “Eddie Eagle” Gun Safety program at the club on Saturday April 2 co-sponsored by Fields of Grace Outreach. 1:00 to 3:00 PM. All learning material and refreshments will be provided. Open to children K-6th graders.  Membership approved a Boy Scout Troop Camporee @ the club on Oct 7th, 8th, 9th expecting close to 500 in attendances (need portapotties). Will try to set up a power point presentation for NYS Bear for May meeting.       

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on April 5th. Dues are still $10. Bob Kimball has handed out targets for the spring get together. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local business.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 10:07 PM. 
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The March meeting, 3/24/11, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Norm McBride will be our Guest Speaker.   
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