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Minutes of meeting held at the Cobleskill College in the 

Curtis Mott Building on October 28, 2010.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 28 in

attendances and 9 clubs represented. That included 16 college students.  Bob Britton made a motion

 to accept the Sept-Oct minutes. This was seconded by Ray Lawyer.  A motion was made by was to accept October’s treasure report, seconded by Dave Wood. A vote by the membership approved both. 

2011 Budget Request: Received a copy of the proposed Schoharie County 2011 Budget submitted by the Finance Committee to the Board of Supervisors for review. SCCA’s $1500 budget request has been added.  This will be voted on in December by the Board of Supervisors. 

Venison Donation Program: Don’t forget to donate your extra deer.  All those who donate a whole deer will be entered in a raffle with the winner receiving a Black Powder Rifle donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. POC is Willie Karlau 295-7781, Bleau’s Deer Processing, Gallupville 872-9044 and Marlow’s Meat Processing, Howe’s Cave, 296-8978.

Hunter Safety Training Course: Hunter safety course dates for 2011, next Spring. (12 years old & up)  

Gun Hunter Safety Course – Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 

April 8th & 9th, Sign up date April 4th. 

April 15th & 16th, Sign up date April 11th. 

Archery Hunter Safety Course –  May 14th, sign up date 9th. 

Gun Hunter Safety Course @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club

April 22nd & 23rd, Sigh up date April 18th. (Richmondville Village Office)

The Sportsmen Educators are looking for volunteers who are interested in becoming an Instructor.  (No felonies)

Each year the Spring classes are never full. The Fall classes are almost always full which means some people are turned away and then they are upset.  The Instructors are all volunteers.  Also if there is anyone who can donate a single shot 22 caliper rifle to the Sportsman Educational Association please contact Raymond Zeh, 234-8804.

Carl Sefanik donated two 22 caliber rifles to the program last month. Thank you Carl!!!!  
Guest Speaker: Norman McBride, Region 4 DEC Fish Manager reviewed the topics. 

Upper Mannorkill stream, 7 miles up stream from the Schoharie Reservoir, An Asian fish (Louch) has been identified and collected.  Over 500 have been netted.  These fish like a soft bottom and will likely reach the Hudson River within a few years if they aren’t already there. Norm has asked SCCA to sponsor a Cobleskill college student to do a project on the range distribution of these fish.  Norm has suggested that the only way these fish could have showed up in this stream is by someone dumping or moving fish from one body of water to another. This is a against NYS DEC regulations!!!!
Norm also reviewed the 5 year study of the Eastern Brook Trout study.  In Region 4 872 sites have brook trout, 700 plus sites have brown trout and on 33 sites have rainbow trout.  Dec is just finishing up year four of the study.
He reviewed the 8” plus of rainfall which Delaware & Green counties received this past fall causing flooding conditions.  112 Emergency permits have been issued, 93 for Delaware County and 23 for Green Co.  

Norm reported that Didymosphenia geminata also known as “Rock Snot” or more commonly “Didymo” has been found in the Little Delaware River.  This is a single-celled, freshwater alga or diatom. While the individual cells are invisible to the naked eye, Didymo can form large colonies or mats that attach via a stalk to rocks and plants smothering the bottoms of streams and rivers with a thick yellow/brown layer of growth. The massive blooms can form distinctive flowing ‘rats tails’ that turn white at their ends and look similar to tissue paper. Since the 1980s, this once rare species has been expanding its geographic range and forming excessive growths covering miles of stream reaches.  Please help to do your part to stop the spreading of this highly invasive algae that has already gained a foothold in the West branch of the Delaware River. 

Norm reported on the 5 year Walleye stocking of the Schoharie Reservoir.

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on November 17th.  The Fall statewide FWMB meeting was held on October 29th at the DEC Region 7 Sub-Office in Cortland. This meeting was cut to one day because of the State’s budget.  No reimbursement for travel or meals. Jack Cooper, the State Bd Secretary, retired effective 9/27/2010. There was no one to take minutes. No one has been identified for the secretary position for the FWMB (State Board). Patricia Riexinger, Director or Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources for the NYS Dept. Environmental Conservation reviewed the employee numbers if the layoffs go through. 

New York State DEC offers week-long environmental educational camps for seven weeks each summer for youth ages 12 to 14
The main focus of these camps is environmental education; campers spend their week immersed in the natural environment. Camps are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Please complete both sides of this application form. Confirmation packets will be mailed to campers in May. No refunds will be given after June 1, 2011. 

Applications from sponsoring organizations must not be postmarked earlier than January 15, 2010. 

Camp fee is $350 per camper for a one-week stay. Payment by check or money order made out to DEC Camps 

must accompany this application. The fee will be returned if your choice of camp and week are unavailable. A 

postcard will confirm registration, including camp and week. 

Please type or print clearly. 

CAMPER INFORMATION 

Camper Name: First ______________________________Last ___________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City, County, State & Zip _________________________________________________________________ 

Gender: Female Or Male _______________Date of Birth ______________ Age at Camp ________ 

Primary Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone (____)_____________, Work Phone (____) ______________Cell Phone (____)____________

Email: _____________________________________________ 

Address (if different from camper’s) __________________________________________________________ 

Alternate Contact Name: ___________________________________ Phone (____) ______________ 

Relationship to camper: _______________________________________ 

Camper’s Ethnic Group (This information is optional.)________________________ 

Asian or Pacific Islander Native American or Alaskan Native African American (not of Hispanic origin) 

Caucasian (not of Hispanic origin) Hispanic Other 

SPONSOR INFORMATION: If your organization is sponsoring a child, please complete this section. 

Organization Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: City State Zip County _________________________________________________________ 

Representative______________________________Address_________________________________________

Home Phone (____)________________ Cell Phone (____)__________________ Work Phone (____)________ 

Email:_____________________________________________________________
Which camp session(s) do you wish to attend? Indicate your preferences by entering 1, 2, or 3, etc. on the line beside your session(s) of choice. Please mark only one #1, one #2, one #3, etc. If you are not interested in a session, leave the line blank. 

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CAMP – for ages 12 to 14 

(open to campers who are currently 11 years old if they will be 12 years old by December 1, 2011) 

Camp DeBruce (Catskills) 

____ Wk 1 ... July 3-9 ____ Wk 2 ... July 10-16 ____ Wk 3 ... July 17-23 ____ Wk 4 ... July 24-30 

____ Wk 5 ... July 31-Aug. 6 ____ Wk 6 ... August 7-13 ____ Wk 7 ... August 14-20 

Camp Rushford (Western NY) 

____ Wk 1 ... July 3-9____ Wk 2 ... July 10-16 ____ Wk 3 ... July 17-23 ____ Wk 4 ... July 24-30 

____ Wk 5 ... July 31-Aug. 6 ____ Wk 6 ... August 7-13 ____ Wk 7 ... August 14-20 

Camp Colby (Adirondacks) 

____ Wk 1 ... July 3-9 ____ Wk 2 ... July 10-16 ____ Wk 3 ... July 17-23 ____ Wk 4 ... July 24-30 

____ Wk 5 ... July 31-Aug. 6 ____ Wk 6 ... August 7-13 ____ Wk 7 ... August 14-20 

Pack Forest (Adirondacks) 

____ Wk 4 ... July 24-30 ____ Wk 5 ... July 31-Aug. 6 ____ Wk 6 ... August 7-13 ____ Wk 7 ... August 14-20 
The process how SCCA sponsors youths for these camps is the youths’ parents are responsible for paying 50% of the cost of the expense and SCCA pays the other 50%.  After the youth has attended camp and with proof of attendance, SCCA will reimburse the other 50% expense to the parent.. SCCA will sponsor up to 4 youths. 

NYS DEC WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING: on Thursday, November 18, 2010 @ 10:00 a.m.  Location will be in the Hamilton Hearing Room B, 2nd Floor of Legislative Office Building in Albany.

SUBJECT:
Impacts of the 2010-11 State Budget on the Staffing Levels and Programs of the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

PURPOSE:
To review the DEC’s implementation of the State Budget, staffing levels, and the impacts on State environmental programs
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is responsible for conserving and improving New York’s natural resources, managing the State’s fish, wildlife and marine resources, and controlling water, land and air pollution to enhance the health, safety and general welfare of  the State’s residents.  The State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2010-11 State Budget provides over $1 billion for the environment.  The purpose of this hearing is to review the DEC’s implementation of programs funded through the SFY 2010-11 State Budget, staffing levels and the overall impact of the Budget on the State’s environmental programs.

Persons wishing to present pertinent testimony to the Committee at the above hearing should complete and return the enclosed reply form as soon as possible.  It is important that the reply form be fully completed and returned so that persons may be notified in the event of emergency postponement or cancellation.  Oral testimony will be limited to ten minutes duration.  Ten copies of any prepared testimony should be submitted at the hearing registration desk.  The Committee would appreciate advance receipt of prepared statements.  

POC is Robert K. Sweeney, Member of Assembly, Chairman of the Committee on Environmental Conservation.  

 
I have included a PUBLIC HEARING REPLY FORM 

Persons wishing to present testimony at the public hearing on the impacts of the 20010-11 State Budget on the Department of Environmental Conservation to be held on November 18, 2010, or who wish to submit written testimony, are requested to complete this reply form as soon as possible and mail, e-mail or fax it to:

Michelle Milot, Principal Legislative Analyst, Assembly Committee on Environmental Conservation, Room 520 – Capitol, Albany, New York 12248 or Email:milotm@assembly.state.ny.us  Phone:(518) 455-4363 or Fax: (518) 455-5182  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to attend the public hearing on Budget Oversight to be conducted by the Assembly Committee on Environmental Conservation on November 18, 2010.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to make a public statement at the hearing.  My statement will be limited to ten minutes, and I will answer any questions which may arise.  I will provide 10 copies of my prepared statement. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I will address my remarks to the following subjects:__________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I do not plan to attend the above hearing.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I would like to be added to the Committee mailing list for notices and reports.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I would like to be removed from the Committee mailing list.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I will require assistance and/or handicapped accessibility information.  Please specify the type of assistance required: _________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________

NAME: 


TITLE: 


ORGANIZATION: 


ADDRESS: 


E-MAIL: 


TELEPHONE: 


FAX TELEPHONE: 

As a member of the Region 4 FWMB I plan on sending in written testimony asking for support for each region along with the financial support for the FWMB State Board.  In years past each region received $400 for each county in the region. Region 4 has nine counties so Region 4 had a budget of $3600 to cover the cost of meals and travel.  This was eliminated this past year. I believe the State Board had a budget of $40,000. This was also eliminated this past year. 

As Secretary of the SCCA I plan on sending in written testimony asking NYS DEC why no funds have been release to support the Habitat projects which have been submitted to DEC during the last six months.  Region 4’s project is the improvements to Looking Glass Pond.  

SUNY Cobleskill: The College students did a power point presentation of their trip to Snowbird Utah, at our October SCCA meeting. There were 7 students along with Kevin Berner who attended the Quiz bowl.  Cobleskill college was eliminated in the second round of the contest. The students attended several seminars and training exercises and listened to representative from different areas on the various fields which students can look for employment. This is one of the places which students learn where internships can be found. With several pictures of the many animals and plants of the Utah area along with the Yellowstone National Park, Teton Mountains and Jackson Hole, we could see the education plus side of the trip. Next year the Quiz bowl will be held in Hawaii. Cobleskill College is the only school who has participated in every Quiz Bowl since it started in 1993.  Maybe I’ll volunteer to be a chaperone.     

Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna 287-1961. 
   
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Next Meeting: November 11, 2010 - Grass Drags - October 24 - 2010 Ice Cave Road., Sloansville 11:00 am. Land Owners Dinner - November 6th - at Eagles Club - Cobleskill 4-8 pm. Kids Safety Course - December 4 - Call Donna Rivenburg at 518-287-1961. Gas Card Raffle - Drawing December 9th.

Coby Fish & Game Club:  Buttons will again be sold for $10 each next spring to stock tiger trout for the Cobleskill Holding Pond. The club has been doing this for several years thanks to Joe Moore. The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The club is scheduling a turkey shoot sometime in October or November. POC is Liz and Don Reinhart 673-3965 or Russ at Marlow's 296-8978. Received approval from Sharon Springs School to allow the Eddie Eagle program training. This will be given to grades Kindergarten through third grade. This program is a safety program which promotes guns are not toys. If you find a gun, don’t touch, get an adult. POC for this training is Liz Reinhart.  

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Club is holding a fall 50/50 raffle with the drawing date of November 1st.  30% 1st prize, 10% 2nd prize, 10% 3rd prize.  Looking at possibly merging with Coby Fish & Game so both clubs can utilizes the club’s range and building located in Richmondville. .  

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited banquet was held on September 19th 2010 at the Best Western located in Cobleskill with 141 tickets sold. Almost $2000 was raised which will be split 50/50 with the Whitetail Unlimited National Headquarters. This funding will be used locally for DEC equipment, Scholarships, Camp Coby youth admission fees. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club 17th Annual meeting was held on September 18th at the New York State Power Authority’s Blenheim/Gilboa Visitors Center. By-laws changes were made. Contact Cherie for update. Leaders of events are: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Upcoming club outings: Please call hike leader to register and ascertain the particulars of the hike at least one week before event.  1. Dec 11th – Leader’s Choice Hike, call Dan for destination, mileage and meeting place.  2. On Dec 18th  LP Sect. 30, Treadlemire Rd. to Middleburgh, 5 miles – call Mark.  3. On Jan 9th Leader’s Choice Hike, Call Dan for destination, mileage and meeting place.  4. On Jan 22nd Annual cabin fever cook-out snowshoe hike, call Carol for info before Jan 15th.  5. On Feb 5th Snowshoe/hike Mine Kill State Park/NY power Authority, 3-4 miles – call Clarence for info.  6. On Feb 12th Leader’s Choice Hike, Call Dan for destination, mileage and meeting place.   Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Four new members voted in. Four more applications read to be voted on next month.  Boy Scouts, Troop 4 will be camping @ the clubhouse on Dec 17 & 18th.  A new deck has been build off the kitchen entrance.  The new deck on the back side of the club house will be built next Spring.  The club’s Christmas party will be held on December 11. Pete DeBartollo is the POC.  Looking for old cell phones to be donated for soldiers abroad. The club’s website is back up and running. www.middleburghrg.com  POC Rob Cirello, 234-7360. Any pictures can be sent to e-mail address on website. For Gate Key problems the new POC is John Ford – cell # 231-9229 or home # 827-4773. The new Key Lock system has been installed. All key cards have to be reauthorized.  Bob Britton has once again agreed to head up the December Raffle. The Guns are all in and tickets are available. Still have over 75 tickets to get out to sellers. This is what pays the bills (land tax, school tax, village tax, liability insurances) All tickets need to be turned in by Nov 29th.  Bob will be at the club house between 7PM & 8PM.  Bill Nelson has planted six trees, 3 red maples and 3 sugar maples near the ponds.  

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on December 7th.  A date has been selected for the annual diner at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 11th of December. This is the where all members pay their dues for next year. Dues are still $10. There will be a letter going out to all members for this event.  Bob Kimball did pick up the turkeys and delivered them to the winners of the target shooting raffles. Elections are held at the December meeting.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local business.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 8:10 PM. 

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]|||||||||



The November meeting, 11/18/2010, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Cobleskill College in the Curtis-Mott Building. 
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