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Minutes from meeting held at the Middleburgh Rod & 

Gun Club - Jan 28, 2010. Fellow Sportsmen & 

Sportswomen, *Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The SCCA meeting was called to order by SCCA President, Raymond Zeh.  At 7:10 PM with 51 in attendances and only 10 clubs represented. There were 35 students at the meeting.  A motion to accept the December’s Treasure report was made by Willie Karlau, second by Joe Moore. A motion was made by Willi Karlau , second by John Hornauer to accept December’s newsletter. A vote of the SCCA members approved both reports.


Communications: SCCA received a thank you, Hospice for a donation in memory of Shirley LaBadia. 
Dorwin Hamm Scholarship: Have received two applications to date. These will be reviewed and the students could be interviewed. The SCCA membership has extended the deadline to Feb meeting. Kevin Berner had put a dead line of Dec 10 as the cutoff for acceptance.  

By-laws: With only eight clubs represented it was felt that the vote on the SCCA by-laws should be postponed for another month or so. The SCCA October newsletter did show the proposed changes of the By-laws, which several discussions have taken place over the last six or seven SCCA meetings. 
Election of Officers: Elections were not held because of the low turn out.  Newsletter envelopes with postage were given to Krysten Zummo and Kristen Coalkey, two SUNY Cobleskill college students who have offered to help out with monthly newsletters for now.  Mike Zeh will continue to help the students writing the newsletter with the girls doing the labeling, stuffing envelopes, making copies and mailing out the newsletter. Hopefully this will only be a temporary thing with the elections coming up.  Maybe someone from the Association will step forward and take over the Secretary workload. The newsletter is one of the communication tools, which keeps this organization going. Mike will help whom ever with the label program along with the e-mail addresses, which receive this newsletter. 

Antler Restriction Meeting: There will be a meeting of county sportsmen delegates on January 21st at the Stanford NYS DEC office – 10:00AM. 

Update on SCCA Worksheet - Carl Stefanik has been working on updating all SCCA association clubs’ information so we can use it to update the SCCA website. He has almost got it completed. He is trying to get a complete list of all club delegates. 

Ice Fishing @Franklin Vlie:  We did have 25 adults with 13 youths ice fishing on the first Saturday.  Quite a few pickerel and some crappies were caught. Prizes went to youth winners: Aiden Herodes, Lucas Sanders.  Adult winners were Sam Kendle Jr. Kyle Newceck, Joshua Wilcox, Mike LeWorth and Tim Roberts. There will be a total of four derbies, each Saturday during February. Each starting at 7:00 AM until 2:00 PM Adults $5.00 registration, youths up to age 14 are free.  Prizes for kids.  Payout every two hours after 8AM. Payout  $10 for largest fish of the day.  On Feb 13th The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club did host the derby. Feb 20th The SUNY Cobleskill College student will host and the last Saturday the derby will be hosted by the Schoharie County Youth Mentor Program.  POC is Meg Parsons. For more information,  web site address childcare@sccapinc.org.  SCCA received $200 from Local 157 Labors Union, Schenectady to help cover cost of prizes for youths. They have done this for several years supporting our ice fishing derbies. Other donations came from Cobleskill’s McDonald, Gobbler’s Knob-Cobleskill, NAPA Auto Parts-Middleburgh, and Off the Beaten Path-Warnerville.  The SUNY college students also donated their time checking fish lengths & weights.
SCCA Dues are due in January 2010.  Still no dues from many club associations as well as the $10 annual dues from individual members.  Club Association dues are $30 annually.  Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues.  Individual dues are $10 annually.  This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and also the cost of our domain address for the SCCA website. Send dues to P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. 

Fishing Access in Esperance: Gordon Emerson did take pictures for the fair booth of the work being done at Priddle road where a future Schoharie Creek fishing access will be after the local firemen complete the burning of the house. It cost SCCA $437.48 for the dumpster and tipping fee. (asphalt shingles/asphalt siding)
Guest Speakers - NYSDEC Division of Law Enforcement Officers: Mike Terrell &  Captain Michael St. Jeanos reported on the Operation Jack Hammer which was done last fall.  This was a Major Crackdown on Deer Poaching which netted more than 100 individuals. "Operation Jackhammer" Targets Violators in Hudson Valley, Catskills, Capital Region and Adirondacks. A major initiative to crack down on illegal deer hunting from the Hudson Valley to the Canadian border led to charges against 107 individuals for more than 250 offenses. The investigation, dubbed "Operation Jackhammer," focused on the illegal taking of deer by use of artificial light - a practice commonly known as "deer jacking." This involved night hunting where poachers shine a spotlight on a deer feeding in fields to "freeze" the animal long enough to shoot it -- killing deer when they are most vulnerable. Typically, deer jacking occurs in remote rural areas, late at night. Due to these late hours and secluded areas, there are few, if any, witnesses to this crime. 

This fall, DEC undertook the largest coordinated anti-deer jacking initiative in the state's history. Operation Jackhammer utilized more than 100 Environmental Conservation Officers (ECOs) from the Hudson Valley, Capitol Region, the Catskills and the Adirondacks. During a six-week period, ECOs were assigned to saturation patrols in targeted rural locations, with stakeouts taking place at all hours of the night. The investigations largely covered the weeks before the start of deer season, when, historically, DEC fields numerous complaints about deer jacking. Traditionally DEC investigated deer jacking complaints on a piecemeal basis, responding to reports as they came in. That was changed with Operation Jackhammer, putting together a coordinated effort to not only target lawbreakers but also to determine just how widespread this dangerous and illegal practice is. What DEC found was surprising. Deer jacking occurs more frequently than the public may suspect. By region, 102 misdemeanors and 37 violations were filed in the Adirondack Park and surrounding North Country. In the Capital Region and northern Catskills, there were 71 misdemeanors and 46 violations. In the southern Catksills and Lower and Mid-Hudson Valley, there were 14 misdemeanors and four violations. Approximately 40 guns were confiscated and 42 illegally taken deer recovered.

 
Schoharie County had one of the highest numbers of violations (32) compared to other areas. There were three arrest made close to the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, all non-members. Some of the deer ceased were donated to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program. They stated that they were looking for quality enforcement instead of pushing for large numbers of tickets. They worked late at night looking for major violators who were being unfair removing opportunities from law-abiding sportsmen & sportswomen. They also were looking at the safety side because of shouting at night, across the highway, and close to houses. They read off several statements from convicted violators. They stated that Jim Sacket was an excellent supporter when prosecuting violators. Most judges did go along with recommendations set by Encon officers. Some violators were generational, grandfather, father, son, grandsons. 80% of arrests came from phone calls. We are their eyes & ears. License Plates numbers help the best!!! They also encouraged the students to consider a career in ENCON.  They stated that they need people interested in hunting, fishing and trapping. 

Public Fishing Rights-Fishing is a timeless tradition enjoyed by millions of people of all ages, and New York State has some of the finest fishing waters in the nation. Many of these waters, however, can be difficult to reach because they are privately owned. Since 1935, the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has worked with private landowners to ensure access to these prime fishing waters. During that time, more than 1,300 miles of public fishing rights (PFR) easements have been purchased on more than 400 streams across the state. PFRs are permanent easements purchased by the DEC from landowners, giving sportsman right-of-way access to fish and walk along the bank. Fishing rights also allow the public to park in designated parking areas and to access the stream via marked footpaths.

Using Public Fishing Rights- Public fishing rights allow the public to walk along the stream banks for the sole purpose of fishing. Easements along stream banks are normally 33 feet in width. Anglers should try to keep as close to the river as possible to avoid encroaching on adjacent private lands. The easements may be along one bank or both banks, depending upon what was purchased. Right bank and left bank are terms used to describe where the public has a right to fish and are identified as one faces downstream. Fishing rights also allow the public to park in designated parking areas and to access the stream via marked footpaths. Anglers should request landowner permission when seeking river access where no public easement exists (some PFR is surrounded by private land and does not have formal access to it). Public fishing rights do not include public access for other purposes, including trapping, hunting, swimming, camping, boating or picnicking. These other activities may be enjoyed only with permission from the landowner. Public use of PFR other than for fishing is unlawful without landowner permission. Landowners of public fishing stream areas may continue to use their property for domestic and agricultural purposes. They may fence the property, cut trees and make improvements. They may not post the stream rights area against fishing; however they may legally post and prevent all other public use of the land. 

Respect Landowners- Public Fishing Rights have been purchased by the DEC from landowners that were generous enough to allow the public to fish on their property. While PFR gives you legal access to the streams, the land itself is still private. Please respect the landowners property and remove any trash you bring in, including bottles, cans, bait containers and any other form of trash.

New York: A Large Number of Anti-Gun Bills Filed in Albany 
Please Contact Your State Legislators Today!
The following anti-gun bills have been referred to various committees in the New York State Senate and Assembly and are awaiting action.  Please take the time to contact your lawmakers and urge them to oppose the following list of anti-gun bills:

Assembly Bill 801A and its Senate companion, S 1598A, would require five-year renewals on pistol licenses.  

Assembly Bill 1093 and its Senate companion, S 1715, would create liability for legal firearm retailers when criminals misuse firearms. 

Assembly Bill 1275 and its Senate companion, S 1712, would outlaw the private sale and transfer of long guns. 

Assembly Bill 1326 and its Senate companion, S 5228, would outlaw all handguns sold in the state not equipped with so-called "child-proofing" measures. 

Assembly Bill 2881 and its Senate companion, S 2379, would ban the sale of common self-defense and hunting ammunition. 

Assembly Bill 2884 would prohibit gun shows on public property. 

Assembly Bill 2885 and Assembly Bill 2910 would establish standards for guns sold in the state and would allow the state police to prevent ANY firearm they deem unsafe from being transferred into the state. 

Assembly Bill 3200 and its Senate companion, S 2953, would require ammunition coding or bullet serialization.  

Assembly Bill 3346 would outlaw affordable handguns commonly used for self-defense. 

Assembly Bill 3477 and its Senate companion, S 1188, would expand the failed 10-year-old, ballistic imaging program to include even more firearms. 

Assembly Bill 4441 and its Senate companion, S 4338, would prohibit the manufacture, sale or transfer of handguns not equipped with so-called "smart gun" technology. 

Assembly Bill 5844 and its Senate companion, S 3098, would prohibit keeping firearms available for self-defense in the home. 

Assembly Bill 6157 and Assembly Bill 6294 and their Senate companion, S 4084, would drastically expand the state's ban on so-called "assault weapons" to include virtually all semi-automatic rifles and pistols that can accept detachable magazines. 

Assembly Bill 6468B and its Senate companion, S 6005, would outlaw the sale of all semi-automatic handguns not equipped with so-called "micro stamping" technology. 

Senate Bill 4752 would ban certain firearms based upon bore diameter. 

On a positive note, during one of the state's worst fiscal crises, the NRA would like to highlight worthwhile legislation.  Assembly Bill 5427 and Assembly Bill 6388 and their Senate companion, S 1152, seek to eliminate the state's ballistic imaging database (COBIS).  New York taxpayers should be outraged that over the last decade nearly 50 million dollars have been spent on this supposed crime-fighting tool that has resulted in ZERO prosecutions.  Call your lawmakers and urge them to support A 5427, A 6388 and S 1152 and do away with this wasteful program TODAY.  Also, politely remind them that many of the NRA-opposed bills listed above will cost millions of taxpayer dollars, and like COBIS, without reducing crimes.
State Assembly Members can be reached by phone at (518) 455-4100. Your State Senator can be contacted through the Senate switchboard at (518) 455-2800. 

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board – The next meeting will be held on February 24 at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  The State Board meeting will be held on March 25th & 26th in Albany. 

Commissioner Grannis did invite many delegates to a meeting on January 14th.  Attending were delegates from the NYSCC, CANY, FWMB, CFAB, Whitetails Unlimited, NYS Bowhunters, Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, NWTF, Safari Club, Walton League of America along with many NYS DEC Department Supervisors.  There were several presentations including a summary of input received during deer management meetings last fall, highlights of the new 10-year pheasant management plan, a new initiative to work on hunter retention & recruitment, a development of a new shooting range mini-grant program, a plan to eradicate feral swine across the state, provided early estimates of deer, bear & turkey harvest numbers, updated on Rome Fish Hatchery, updated on boat launch, fishing access construction & acquisitions, status & potential changes to bait fish regulations, snakehead eradication & aquatic invasive species control activities, updated on Lake Ontario natural damage projects, highlights from statewide angler survey, Lake Ontario Salmon fishing successes, updated Operation Jack-Hammer, reported on hunting incidents & public safety issues, reported on possible class for new Environmental Conservation Officers & the school and the Environmental Education Camp Program Proposal. For the last 90 minutes Commissioner Grannis answer questions from the floor.  

SUNY Cobleskill: The students are helping out with the ice fishing derbies held at Franklin Vlie. The SUNY Cobleskill Woodsmen Club students will be hosting the 2nd Woodmen/Lumberjack competition, which will be held at the SUNY Cobleskill Ski lodge, February 27th from 9am – 4pm.  The profit from this event will help send students to the 2010 National Conference, which will be in Snowbird, Utah this coming year.  The Wildlife Festival will be held on April 24th and will be located at the Ski Lodge.
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna 287-1961. There will be a Snowmobile Safety course offered for anyone who needs one.  This course will be held at the Summit Conservation Club. 

 
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Members are currently maintaining trails from all the sleds. Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The Smith’s Reservoir was stocked with 6” – 9” trout this past fall. The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library. Joe Moore will again start selling $10 pins to raise funds for this spring trout stocking.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. 
Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The NWTF 10th Annual Banquet will be held @ the Best Western in Cobleskill, NY on April 24th. The cost is $45 for single or $60 for a couple.  Sponsor’s cost is $255 which includes two diners.  Diners consist of all the turkey you can eat. GUNS - Raffles - GUNS - Silent Auction - GUNS - Live Auction AND - All You Can Eat. Call for details: POC is Liz and Don Reinhart 673-3965 or Russ at Marlow's 296-8978.  

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Currently cleaning trails. Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older). CLEARWATER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED ANNUAL CONSERVATION BANQUET – March 6, 2010 - The 37th Conservation Banquet will be held at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel, 1228 Western Ave, Albany, NY on Saturday March 6, 2010. There will be a Cash Bar from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. Hors d’ oeuvres will be available at 5:00 and dinner to follow at 6:00. Following dinner there will be the presentation of awards and the auctions and raffles. The cost of a banquet ticket will be $35. Meal choices are noted below on the Banquet Reservation slip. Reservations will be accepted until February 24, 2010, and can be mailed to Douglas Howard as noted on the reservation slip. During the cocktail time and dinner you will have an opportunity to checkout the silent and live auction items and purchase bucket raffle tickets, special raffle tickets and raffle tickets on the Hornbeck 10 ft 8”, 12 lb. Canoe. There will be many fishing and fly fishing items such as an Orvis 9 ft., 4 piece, 6 wt., fly rod;; and a fly rod made by our long time supporter John Prokorym. There will also be items of interest for those that do not fish. If you would like to make a donation for the raffles or auction contact Bill Cosgrove at poppycoz@aol.com or 766-2405. Please note that there is a place for an email address on the reservation and canoe raffle slips. Be assured that anyone providing an e-mail address will only be contacted regarding Clearwater Chapter information and that our e-mail list will not be provided to anyone else.
Banquet Reservation 

Name_____________________________Address_________________________________________________ 

E-mail address____________________________________ Phone________________ 

Stuffed Chicken Breast Bourbon Glazed Roast Sirloin 

Meal choice & quantity- with SageDressing _____ Salmon____ of Beef______ 

Number of meals X $35.00=____________________________________________ 

__ I cannot attend but would like to make a donation of $_____ to the Clearwater T.U. Conservation Fund. 

Make check payable to Clearwater T.U. Send reservation form with payment to: 

Douglas C.Howard, 38 Velina Dr, Burnt Hills, NY 12027. 

Canoe Raffle Ticket Request ($5.00 per ticket, book of 5 for $20.00) 

Name______________________________Address________________________________________________ 

E-mail address________________________________Phone_____________________ 

Send money and number of tickets to Stan Duncan, 7 Huckleberry Lane, Ballston Lake, NY 12019. 

Tickets will be entered into drawing at banquet.


Whitetails Unlimited:  The next banquet will be held on September 19th 2010 at the Best Western located in Cobleskill. Our next meeting will be held on the first Monday in March and will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club at 7:30 PM.  Nominations for officers will be taken from the floor.  Elections will be held in April, committee appointments will be completed and in June, we will order the banquet package from Whitetails Unlimited National which is located in Sturgeon Bay, WI. Since 1982 Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club Up coming club outing include Feb 27th Annual snowshoe/winter cook-out hike @ Thacher Park, call Carol Traver 295-8039. Yearly memberships levels are individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $$25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month.  Pancake breakfast will be served @8:00 am on the following dates - Mar 7th and Apr 11th.  Stuffed Pizza will be served @ Noon – 7 pm on Mar 20th, Apr 17th.  Stuffed Pizza will also be served @ Noon – 4:00 pm on Mar 21st, and Apr 18th.  The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. Kids are always welcome and the club has a great hill to ride sleds down.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  There were 53 members present at meeting. The club received $200 from the United Presbyterian Church of Schoharie. Thank you for the donation in support of the Youth Archery Program. A Black Powder shoot is scheduled for March 7th 11:00 AM and the fee is $10 for the shoot.  Pistol League continues to shoot every Wednesday. POC is Dick Shaul. Youth archery has started on each Saturday and will go through the month of March, with a banquet in April. Four new members were voted in and eight more applications were read which will be voted on in March. The club’s website is back up and running. www.middleburghrg.com POC Rob Cirello, 234-7360 has been working very hard to update the website.  Any pictures can be sent to e-mail address on website. Lee Colby was elected to the position of Treasurer so Karen will have some help. The members approved a $300 donation to the rebuilding of the Middleburgh Playground project. 6 club members attended an NRA function in Albany promoting sending letters to our State & Federal Legislators. One of the new proposed Federal laws is a five years jail time for owning an illegal gun. Phone number for Attorney General is 202-514-2001.  A $50 donation was approved to the Middleburgh Fire Company for the use of their pump which was used to repair the clubs water line from the pond.         

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on March 2nd.   At the last meeting the members approved to donate $250 to the Red Maple Farms located off the Huntersland Rd. in Middleburgh.  Tim Murphy Fund also donated $250. The Red Maple Farms began in 1980 and has been an active equine facility to this day. This year they are in the process of adding to their already beautiful facility to enhance their  customer's equine experience! They are a King County Conservation Farm and have been following the program for many years. This year we are adding additional programs to better serve the County and our equine customers. Horses are not the only animals they take care of.  They are a rehabilitator for all kinds of wildlife, including birds. The grounds are nestled in a quiet and convenient area. We take pride in our grounds and it shows. At Red Maple Farms, we treat each animal as an individual! We hope to share the equine experience with you! Our stable/farm is a wonderful oasis we have chosen to share for those with a common love for the equine and a passion for riding. Over the years they have returned to the wild many different birds and other wildlife such as foxes, deer, bobcats, hawks. We all have something to add; and come together to share and enjoy ourselves. Leave your tension and troubles behind and bring your own special contribution to our unique place! 

The club had their annual ice fishing derby on February 13th.  There were 24 adults with 8 youths.  The biggest fish caught was a 23” pickerel.  Bob Kimball is once again handing out targets for raising funds for the club. The targets are 32 sectioned @ $1 each or some of the targets are sold for $5 each section.  Each target has 35 sections. At the next event they will have a youth shoot a BB gun at the target and which ever section gets hit wins.  Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take” continues because of the strong membership and the local business support.    
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The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.  SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike   
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The February Meeting, 02/25/2010, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held again at the Curtis Mott building @ SUNY Cobleskill College. 
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