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Minutes from meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill College, 

Curtis Mott Building on  

March 26, 2009 

Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen

*Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The meeting was called to order by President Charles Olsen at 7:08 PM with 28 in attendances with 7 clubs represented.  A motion to table the approval of minutes was made by William Karlau and seconded by Bob Britton until the April meeting after contentious discussion by Raymond Zeh over the support of the proposed license fee rate increase contained therein. A motion to approve the Treasurers Report was made and seconded by Bob Britton and William Karlau. It was noted that Michael Zeh, SCCA Sec/Treas. and Chairman of the State FWMB could not attend because the Spring Fish and Wildlife Management State Board was being held with Commissioner Grannis concerning the crisis over the depleted Conservation Fund.

County Fair:  Canoe has been purchased and delivered to the Cabin. The template for the canoe raffle is complete and ready for the printers. Tickets should be available at the April meeting.
Old Business:

There’s still no action on fire insurance for the SCCA building at the fairgrounds. We need more pictures for tee agent so we can get an estimate for fire coverage. Nationwide Sportsmen’s and Conservation Club Liability Insurance Program has requested information. Colleen Jackson will be our agent if we choose this company.

The Leopold Education Project will be held at the George Landis Arboretum on Friday, April 24, 2009. This is a reminder that the SCCA will provide ten $20 scholarship awards to participants who either work or reside in Schoharie County and are employed or volunteer in youth or education related activities.  To register, call The Wildlife Learning Company at 607-293-6043. 


The property located in the town of Esperance which Schoharie County is suppose to turn over to SCCA for a fishing access to the Schoharie Creek has been held up. According to Earl Van Wormer this property is still on the land tax list and cannot be transferred until this is resolved. Michael West is currently investigating.   

New Business:


April’s meeting calls for the election of officers for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Delegates to NYSCC, nomination of the sportsman representative for the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors of which is elected to the Region 4 FWMB and also the approval of the SCCA revision of the Constitution and By-Laws. Currently there are 18 Associations which pay$30 annual dues and whom each have two delegates whom can vote on these two issues. Of the 18 only 12 have paid their dues.  If your club hasn’t paid their dues then those delegates won’t be allowed to vote.   To be considered for a SCCA officer position you must be a member of a club, who is up to date with 2009, $30 annual dues. 
Two Dorwin Hamm Scholarship Reports and one report sponsored by Whitetails Unlimited were presented. Bradley M. O’Hanlon” presentation was “Documentation of herpetofauna (reptiles and amphibians) on property owned by Cobleskill Stone Products, Schoharie County, NY.” Bradley received the $250 award with a plaque from the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. The Dorwin Hamm Memorial awards went to Krysten M. Zummo for her report on the “Mortality rate of Ruffed Grouse in Eminence State Forest,” and to Jenny Murtaugh for her presentation on the “Population estimations of ocelots on Barro Colorado Island, Panama with the use of camera traps.”  Following all of the presentations each student was presented with a plaque and cash award.
NYSCC Region 4 Report. William Karlau reported on member Howard Cushing’s CFAB report concerning the proposed license fee increases and the dangers of going to specialty stamps, along with discussions of the Habitat Stamp being mandatory and other heated exchanges.

CANY representative, Carl Stefanik attended the Annual Meeting at Bass Pro Shops in Auburn. There was no formal program during the day since it was the lst weekend of Bass Pro’s Spring Fishing Classic with some seminars presented by the store’s pro staff.  However, in the room reserved for CANY 9 tables was setup representing different organizations: NYS Rifle & Pistol Assoc., National Wild Turkey Federation, NYS Trappers Assoc., Ruffed Grouse Soc., NY Chapter Quality Deer Management Assoc., Northern Tier Committee of Friends of the NRA, Lake Ontario Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited, Lakeside Taxidermy and the Venison Donation Program. The 4-H Shooting Sports program was set up in a separate room where kids and adults could test their skills with laser shooting system of trap or wing shooting. The business meeting started at 4 PM with about 20 members in attendance. Items discussed were: 

1. Several changes to the by-laws were discussed including the original by-laws which has a role for the co-founders of CANY. It was determined that this role was no longer necessary. 

2. Discussion on CANY patches and decals. Some patches remain but the question of the need for decals was brought up. 

3. Agreed to join the NRA. 

4. Web Page is being updated by the representative from Palaski.

5. There was a discussion about two, rather than one, director from each region being beneficial. Everyone seemed to be in agreement and they will vote on it at a later meeting. 

 6. Visits with the State Legislature have been scheduled.  Eleven meeting scheduled on March 17th and a legislative reception scheduled for April 7th. 

7. Lots of discussion on the Conservation Fund and proposal for $2 of each license fee to go toward supporting the Fund. Expect $1.2 million to go to habitat and access, game birds and game farms. No resolution to the issue, information only.
8. It was reported that many members of the Conservation Fund Advisory Board (CFAB) are unhappy with what is going on with the legislature and DEC and how things are being handled.

9. Should CANY seek a seat on the CFAB?  It was felt that other organizations would also want to be included. 
10. Elections of Officers. President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer were re-elected.

Also handed out was a directory of the NYS SENATE & ASSEMBLY Legislatures Reference Guide.
The SCCA Canoe raffle is well on its way.  The canoe has been purchased, Bill Nelson went to Herkimer and picked it up –delivered it to the SCCA building @the fairgrounds, Senator Seward has promise a $100 gift certificate, Assemblyman Lopez has promised a $100 gift certificate, Schoharie Ridge runners NWTF has donated a print, Whitetails Unlimited has donated a print, NBT has donated a $100 saving Bond, Bank of Richmondville has donated a $100 saving bond and the Family Medical Care has again donated the cost of the printing of 5000 tickets. 

Hunter Safety Courses: Classes scheduled for this Spring includes: Trapping Class – There were 15 certified during the trap course on April 4th. The first Gun Safety Course had 38 certified on the 11th of which all were between the ages of 12-15 except 4 parents and there is 47 signed up for the next class which will be held on the 17th & 18th.  POC is Raymond Zeh 234-8804 for more information. Last year there were ten classes given between Archery, Gun & Trapping. DEC has  


 SCCA Dues were due in January 2009.  Thank you to all associations who have paid.  All Club Association who have not paid their dues have been sent a new application.  Please fill out a new registration form and send with your 30 dues.  Individual dues are $10 annually. If you have been receiving the SCCA newsletter and you are not an officer or an association club delegate or a student please send in your $10 dues.  Because of the expense of the website, domain address, paper, ink, envelopes, labels, and postage we need to receive your dues.  Without it we cannot continue to send out this newsletter.  Without this communication tool I feel the SCCA will fall apart.  Currently the newsletter is mailed out to 150 plus members and e-mailed out to 217 members & sports men & women. For the future of your children & grand children who do & will enjoy the sport we need to continue to lobby our Legislators across the state.  
Fish & Wildlife Management Board – Region 4: The next meeting of the meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on 4/22/09. The Conservation Fund will pay travel reimbursement and there will be a $6 fee charged (estimate) for each attendance to cover the cost of the pizza, wings and soda.  

Friends of Mine Kill & Max Shaul State Parks: The next meeting will be held April 20th @7:00 and will be located at the Mine Kill Office.     

Deer Harvest Climbs Slightly In 2008 Season

15,000+ Signup for New Junior Big-Game License

Hunters harvested approximately 223,000 deer in the 2008 season, a 2 percent increase over the previous season, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Pete Grannis announced today. The annual deer harvest report also showed that more than 15,000 14- and 15-year-olds signed up for the new "Junior Big-Game License" and that researchers detected no cases of Chronic Wasting Disease. Harvest numbers increased slightly in every category: bucks, antlerless deer, muzzle loading and bow hunting. However, the increases were smaller than the 5-10 percent increase DEC projected, largely due to weather. "Rough weather during the first week of the Southern Zone regular season seems to have kept overall take below expectations," Commissioner Grannis said, explaining that steady growth of the deer population in the Southern Zone fueled predictions of a larger harvest. 

Junior Hunters - The important milestone of 2008 was the success of the new "Junior Big-Game" hunting license authorized by Governor David A. Paterson which allows 14- and 15-year-olds to hunt big game for the first time. Records indicate that 15,651 junior hunters participated, harvesting about 3,900 deer. "The first year of the junior big-game hunting license has been a success - one of the biggest developments on the state hunting scene in recent memory," Commissioner Grannis said.

Deer Harvest - Deer-harvest data are gathered from two main sources: harvest reports by hunters and DEC staff's examination of harvested deer at check stations and meat processors. Statewide harvest estimates are made by cross-referencing these sources and are statistically accurate to within plus or minus 2 percent.
The 2008 deer take included 105,747 bucks and 117,232 antlerless deer (adult females and fawns). Buck takes grew by 1 percent over 2007 (104,451) and 10 percent over 2006 (96,569). Antlerless deer takes grew by 2 percent over 2007 (114,690) and 26 percent over 2006 (92,539). Totals for all categories are listed in the chart at the bottom of the release. The majority of New York's deer harvest typically occurs during the first week of the Southern Zone regular season. Because of wet, windy and snowy conditions, opening week harvest was down about 30 percent from 2007. Conditions improved through the season, allowing hunters to surpass the 2007 totals though they fell short of projections. Since 1990, DEC has used local Citizen Task Forces to establish deer population objectives for most Wildlife Management Units. These panels represent a broad range of public interests and consider concerns of landowners, farmers, foresters, conservationists, hunters and others. The population objectives reflect the approximate buck take per square mile that would be taken when the deer population is close to the desired level. Deer populations vary widely across the state, and 2008 harvest data indicate that about 50 percent of the WMUs had deer populations below objective levels while 29 percent had populations above objective levels. Western New York continues to lead the state in total deer-harvest densities. The top five counties for 2008 were Yates (12.7 total deer per square mile), Steuben (9.5), Genesee (9.4), Livingston (9.1), and Allegany (9.0). Importantly, total harvest is strongly impacted by the number of Deer Management Permits (DMPs) available in an area, which directly affects the harvest of antlerless deer. A more accurate picture of relative deer population densities is revealed by the density of buck harvest. By this figure, the top counties for buck harvest density were: Yates County (4.6 bucks per square mile), Allegany (4.2), Orange (3.8), Wyoming (3.7), and Steuben (3.7). 

Chronic Wasting Disease

Efforts continued with CWD surveillance through sampling of hunter killed deer statewide and mandatory deer checks in the Oneida-Madison County CWD Containment Area. Despite testing approximately 2,940 deer (including more than 1,100 deer from the CWD Containment Area), no cases were detected. CWD is a rare neurological disease that affects the brains of deer, elk and moose, causing the animals to become emaciated, lose body functions and eventually die. CWD surveillance began in New York in 2002, with increased efforts since 2005 after the disease was detected in five captive and two wild deer in Oneida County. Since 2002, about 29,300 samples have been collected throughout the state, including about 6,500 samples from the Oneida-Madison County CWD Containment Area, and no additional cases have been detected.

	Deer Harvest Comparison

 

2008

2007

WMU

Number of Deer

Bucks per Square Mile

Total Take

222,979

219,141

2007

2008

2007

2008

Adult Male

105,747

104,451

Bucks

Total

Bucks

Total

Antlerless

117,232

114,690

4B

165

458

206

419

1

1.3

Adult Female

79,953

76,367

4C

492

758

635

894

3

3.8

DMPs Issued

557,673

511,434

4F

2,527

4,505

2,792

5,051

2.6

2.9

DMP Take

86,417

83,624

4G

889

1,701

963

1,646

2.4

2.6

DMAP Take

10,010

10,136

4H

733

1,237

674

1,122

2.5

2.3

Muzzleloader

17,838

17,207

4J

139

492

184

424

0.9

1.2

Bow hunting
32,366

31,060

4K

223

339

226

301

1.4

1.4




Note: More detailed data is available at: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/42232.html.

 DEC Announces 2008 Bear Harvest Results: Record Year in Allegany, Catskill Ranges

Bear harvest numbers in all three of New York State's bear hunting ranges increased in 2008 - with new records set in the Allegany and Catskill ranges -- Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Pete Grannis announced today.  "Bear populations in the state's two southern ranges have been increasing in number and expanding in distribution over the past decade, and that is reflected in the record setting totals for 2008," Commissioner Grannis said. Statewide, hunters took 1,295 black bears, a 16 percent increase from the 1,117 bears taken in 2007. In the Allegany bear hunting region of central and western New York, hunters took a record 193 bears, far surpassing the previous regional record, 120, set in 2007. Similarly, hunters took 520 bears in the Catskill bear hunting range in 2008, topping the 2005 regional record harvest of 494 bears. Harvest increased in the Adirondacks as well, with a total of 582 bears taken in 2008 compared to 544 taken in 2007 and 318 taken in 2006. Hunters reported taking 18 bears in the 13 Wildlife Management Units that were opened for bear hunting this year in central and western New York. About 20 percent of New York's 570,000 big-game hunters consider themselves bear hunters, but most successful bear hunters indicate that they incidentally took a bear while deer hunting. While overall population size plays the largest role in annual harvest, totals are also strongly influenced by environmental factors such as food availability and snow fall that influence bear movements and the timing of bear denning. In 2008, hunters in the southern bear ranges benefited by good tracking snow on the hilltops and were able to target bears that continued to feed on standing corn throughout most of the regular season. In the Adirondacks, warm weather and widespread food supply made for difficult hunting conditions during the early bear season. But conditions improved and take increased during the regular bear season. Hunters play a pivotal role in bear management through reporting their bear harvests. Hunters also are asked to submit a tooth sample from their bear for DEC to determine the age of all harvested bears. To encourage participation, DEC issues a NYS Black Bear Cooperator Patch to all hunters who reported their harvest and submitted a tooth. More than 680 patches will be distributed for the 2008 hunting season. Eligible hunters will receive their patch in late summer 2009 when all the age data has been processed. In addition to harvest totals, DEC uses a variety of indices to measure bear populations. Taxidermists and DEC wildlife personnel collect age and sex information from harvested bears, as well as movement data from tagged bears. This information, along with data from bear-human conflicts, is used to help determine whether bear populations are increasing or decreasing, and if bears are expanding their range. The information helps DEC biologists manage bear populations and establish future hunting regulations to assure the management of black bears in New York State is at a level that is compatible with human interests.

The 2008 bear harvest by county and town with comparisons to previous years' bear harvests are available on the DEC website: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/42232.html.

Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources Proposed, Emergency and Recently Adopted Regulations » 
Part 1, Section 1.22, Muzzleloading Firearm Deer Season and Section 1.27, Alternative Deer Harvest Strategies - Express Terms
Subdivision (a) of 6 NYCRR section 1.22 is amended as follows:

(a) "Northern Zone." The types of deer that may be legally harvested, the open Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) as described in section 4.1 of this Title and the open season dates (First and Second splits) for muzzleloading in the Northern Zone are set forth below.

	
	"Open WMUs for harvest of deer of either sex"
	"Open WMUs for harvest of antlerless deer or deer having both antlers less than three inches in length"
	"Open WMUs for harvest of antlered deer only"

	FIRST SPLIT of the muzzleloading season for deer shall be the seven days immediately proceeding the Northern Zone regular big game season:
	5A, 5C, 5F, 5G, 5H, 5J, 6A, 6C, 6F, 6G, 6H, 6J, 6K 
	
	6N

	SECOND SPLIT of the muzzleloading season for deer shall be the seven days immediately following the Northern Zone regular big game season:
	5A, 5G, [5J,] 6A, 6C, 6G, 6H
	
	


Paragraph (2) of 6 NYCRR subdivision 1.27 (a) is amended as follows:

(2) The table below describes the minimum antler requirements, by Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) as described in section 4.1 of this title, for an antlered deer to be legally taken.

	Minimum Antler Requirements
	Wildlife Management Unit

	(i) At least one antler with at least 3 points. Each point must be at least 1 inch long measured from the main antler beam.
	3A, 3C, 3H, 3J, 3K, 4G, 4O, 4P, 4R, 4S, 4W, 4X

	(ii) Any antlered deer
	all other WMUs


Anybody wishing to comment on the two proposed regulation changes should follow the following instructions.
Comments will be accepted from April 1, 2009 through May 18, 2009
How to Comment on Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources Proposed Regulations

The public is encouraged to comment on any proposed rules. Comments must be made in writing and must be submitted according to the instructions provided for each proposal. Address your comments to the agency representative whose name and address appears below the link to the express terms. No special form is required: a handwritten letter or e-mail is acceptable. For e-mail submissions, to ensure that the Department receives and can properly review your comment(s), you must leave the subject line as it appears on the e-mail address link. Due to the high volume of comments received, the Department will be unable to reply to individual submissions. However, all comments will be incorporated into an Assessment of Public Comment and published in the NYS Register with the Notice of Adoption.

To be considered, comments must reach us before the proposed rule is adopted. The law provides for a minimum 45-day public comment period after publication in the NYS Register of every Notice of Proposed Rule Making; and a 30-day public comment period for every Notice of Revised Rule Making. If a public hearing is required by statute, public comments are accepted for at least five days after the last such hearing. The last date on which the Department will accept public comment is shown in red text below the link to the express terms.

When a time frame calculation ends on a Saturday or Sunday, public comment will be accepted through the following Monday. When a time frame calculation ends on a holiday, public comment will be accepted through the following workday. The Department cannot take action to adopt a rule until the day after public comments are due.

The Administrative Regulations Review Commission (ARRC) is charged with the task of reviewing newly proposed regulations to examine the issues of compliance with legislative intent, impact on the economy, and impact on affected parties. In addition to sending comments or recommendations to the Department, please do not hesitate to transmit your views to ARRC:

Administrative Regulations Review Commission
State Capitol; Albany, NY 12247
Telephone: 518-455-5091 or 518-455-2731

Spring 2009 Trout Stocking for Schoharie County -The following listing reflects the anticipated number of yearling and older trout to be stocked into listed waters during spring 2009. Actual numbers and stocking times may vary depending on fish availability and weather conditions. The fish were stocked on April 8th with help from County Federated Sportsmen.
	Schoharie County, DEC Region 4

	Water
	Town
	Number
	Date
	Species
	Size (inches)

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	170
	April
	Brown Trout
	8.5 - 9.5 inches

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	190
	April
	Rainbow Trout
	8.5 - 9.5 inches

	Holding Pond
	Cobleskill
	130
	Spring
	Brown Trout
	12 -15 inches

	Mallet Pond
	Fulton
	190
	Spring
	Brown Trout
	8 - 9 inches

	Mallet Pond
	Fulton
	210
	Spring
	Rainbow Trout
	8 - 9 inches

	Schoharie Res
	Gilboa
	1750
	Spring
	Brown Trout
	8.5 - 9.5 inches

	West Kill
	Blenheim
	420
	April
	Brown Trout
	8 - 9 inches


Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 second Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna 287-1961. 

 Middleburgh Ridge Runners:  Meetings are held at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. For more information call 827-5702.  
Cave Country Riders: Meetings are held @ the Bradt Residence 5426 St. Rte 145 Cobleskill, NY. For more info call Terry Bradt @ 234-7331.

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC is Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or Seniors (62 or older). 

SUNY Cobleskill College:  The 14th Annual Fish and Wildlife Festival will be held at the Frederick R. Bennett Recreational Center April 25th. SCCA will be having a display in the lodge. The college plans trips to the NYS TWS meeting in Syracuse, Northeast Students’ Conclave in Maine, and of course, fundraising and planning for the next Annual Meeting of TWS to be held in Monterey Bay, California in September. 


Richmondville Rod & Gun: Trap Shoots will start the month of May (every 3th Saturday) noon on.    Contact John Hornauer 294-8834 or Tom Holiday 294-7746 The club is running a 50/50 raffle to help with club expenses. 

Whitetails Unlimited: Our next meeting will be held on June 1st when merchandize will be ordered from the Whitetails Unlimited National Headquarters for our annual banquet/auction. A $100 deposit for reserving the 27th of September @ Best Western in Cobleskill.(Mark your calendars)  The Whitetails Unlimited Organization continues to grow even with poor economy times by offering great merchandise at a great, entertaining banquet, and returns 50% of the net banquet proceeds to fund projects in the local areas. Since 1982 Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html.    

Long Path Hiking Club All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. Good turnout for the last hike!!!!!

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  Joe Moore is still selling buttons to help pay for stocking the Cobleskill Reservoir holding pond. Fisherman and other interested folks are still encouraged to purchase the buttons for this and future stocking programs. Contact Joe Moore (518) 234-2891 to contribute. 

Summit Conservation Club:  On Apr 18th the club will have Stuffed Pizza from Noon – 7PM and on Apr 19th the club will have Stuffed pizza from Noon – 4PM. The club is also holding a chicken barbeque on April 26th from 2PM – 5PM.  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd. by the lake). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each moth @ 5 PM now through April 30th.

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: NWTF 9th Annual Banquet was held on Saturday April 4th – There were approximately 100 in attendances.  POC for information is Liz and Don Reinhart 673-3965 or Russ at Marlow's 296-8978.  NWTF has also donated a Print for the SCCA annual raffle.

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  There were 38 in attendance at last meeting. The club membership is continuing to grow with 7 new members voted in and two more applications read which will be voted on next month. 56 members are being considered for losing their membership because of unpaid dues.  They have until May 7th before their key cards are turned off and they are removed from the club’s membership list. The archery leagues are finished for the season and the Banquet was held April 4th.  Black powder had its third shoot, April 5th at 11:00 AM.  John Osinski is the POC for the Black Powder Shoots, which continue on the first Sunday of each month through June 7th. Bill Nelson will start up a youth 22 shoot for 8-10 weeks on Saturday mornings.  Requirements for the program include youths, ages 12 to 16 and youth’s parent or an adult who has written permission for the youth to participate.   John Bloomer will run trap for hunter safety courses. There will be a work party to help spray paint the club buildings on May 16th & 17th.  Kids Fishing Derby will be held June 6th.  All guns have been purchased for this coming December raffle.  Tickets are available from Bob Britton.  Middleburgh members voted approval for using the club’s insurance coverage for Sunshine Fair booth which will run for 9 days this year. Club rental is still not available until there is a member who is willing to volunteer to oversee functions. This would also include the club calendar for scheduling all events.  Please contact Karen Bibie, the club new secretary or Angelo Porfirio, the club’s new president. There was a big discussion about allowing alcohol to be consumed on club property during all functions which include the rental of the club and other club functions.  There will be a special vote on this issue on June 4th.   Remember, lock the gate behind you, going in & coming out.  The computer keeps track.  Any damage done while on your watch, you can be blamed!!!!   

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The club membership voted on three by-law changes at the April 7th meeting.  The club will once again sponsor the Timothy Murphy 10-K and the Partridge Nest 5-K (June 20, 2009). Also the Annual fishing trip is on for April 29th – May 3rd @ Raquette Lake (POC is Larry Hamm 827-4190 or Kim Karsch 827-6575. The club will host a Cabin fever party on May 16; the location of the party will be at PeeWee Pappas in Breakabeen. The club will furnish beer and chicken.  Please bring place setting and a dish to pass.  Need to have dues paid for this event. The club is holding another 50/50 raffle to offset the cost of this event. The winner of the last raffle which offset the cost of the Kids Ice Fishing Derby was Raymond Zeh (“ice fishing starter pack". The pack includes a Pete Richard pack basket, 5 tip ups and a hand ice auger which were donated by John’s Sporting Goods near Blenheim). The club’s motto “Put Back More Then They Take” continues because of the strong membership and local businesses.  There will be a breakfast held @ the firehouse on April 26th from 7AM until? to support the Ladies Aux.
 The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 09:40 PM.  SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike   
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The April meeting for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will again be held at the Cobleskill College, Curtis Mott building, on Thursday, April 23rd beginning at 7:00 PM. We will have two guest from DEC, Norm McBride & Jeff Peil. Norm is the Fish Manager for Region 4 and Jeff is the Sportsman Educator Coordinator. The college requested this meeting at their location because this will be the last date available before graduation.    
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