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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 

November 16, 2006 

Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen

*Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The meeting was called to order at 7:15.   The treasurer’s report was read for October & November.  A motion was made, second voted with approval.  There were 46 in attendance with 35 students from SUNY Cobleskill.
We still have the SCCA hatpin available. To get a pin you must attend a SCCA meeting and be an associate SCCA member or a member of a dues paying club.

Election of SCCA officers will be voted on in December.  Nominations from committee are Gordy Emerson for president, Dave Wood for vice president and Mike Zeh for Treasurer.  Still looking for someone interested in the secretary position.  If any interest please call Ray Zeh @ 234-8804.  There was a motion to purchase a new recorder and possibly a computer w/printer.  Duke Mann suggested a laptop.  Motion tabled until next meeting.  A motion was made to donate $500 to the Venison Donation Program for Schoharie County.  Was voted on and passed.  Antler restriction meeting was rescheduled to August/September time frame.

Reviewed project at the Blenheim/Gilboa Power Authority.  Relocated approximately 1 ton of fish within the upper reservoir.  Mostly shiners, carp and walleye fish.  Largest fish was a 27” carp with 17” walleyes.

The canoe raffle is going pretty good thanks to some of the local clubs.  Middleburgh Rod & Gun purchased 30 tickets, West Fulton Rod & Gun purchased 30 tickets, Whitetails Unlimited purchased 10 tickets and NWTF – Schoharie County Ridge-Runners purchased 20 tickets.  All total so far we have sold about 150 tickets.  A drawing will be held at the December 28th meeting.

NWTF – Schoharie County Ridge-Runners also donated $100 toward the cost of printing the 1000 books for SCCA 100th anniversary.

Received a phone call from Bud Woodfield, who is on the Conservation Fund Advisory Board.  He reported that over $1 million in license sale on the Friday before Southern Gun season opened.  This almost matched the sales of the first day which is generally the highest for the year.
The SCCA website will be updated in January 2007 !!!!!
NYSCC Region 4:
A Region 4 meeting was held December 13 with seven counties represented.  Dan Owens resigned his position as Director.  An election was held and Walt Bennett is our new Director.  The raffle, which was held during the month of November, resulted with $500 in prizes being sent out to winners and a check for $845 was sent to the New York State Conservation Council.  Thanks to all who brought tickets.  Big push for the buck a member program to help the Council get back on its feet financially.  Also the council would like to see an increase in membership applications.  For Guardian the cost is $25, Defender $60, and life $250.  For more info please call 315-894-3302.  The Council is sponsoring a Legislative Bill to lower the legal age for hunting with a gun to 14 for big game.  New York State is one of the few that doesn’t allow this.   The council will not support any License Fee increase!  There will be a Region 4 Spring meeting at SUNY Cobleskill on March 24th .
Venison Donation Coalition: Schoharie County had 24 deer donated as of 12/7/06, over 1000 pounds.  There are two butcher shops in the area, which are part of this program.   Bleau’s Deer Processing located in Gallupville (518-872-9044) and Marlow’s Meat Processing located in Howe’s Cave (518-296-8978) Also if you donate a whole deer to this program your name in entered in a drawing for a Blackpowder 50 Cal Rifle, which is donated by the Chapter of Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited. The drawing will be held December 28th at the SCCA meeting. This program has coordinated the efforts to process over 200 tons of venison over the past seven years, state wide thanks to the many farmers, hunters, processors, food banks, RC&D Councils, Farm Bureau, individuals, organizations, and sportsmen’s clubs.

Fish disease found in two more NY lakes

Testing has confirmed a deadly disease among fish in two more New York lakes following an outbreak of hemorrhagic septicemia, or VHS, in Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River, according to the DEC.

Relatively common in continental Japan and Europe, the virus causes internal bleeding in fish but is believed to pose a threat to humans. It has now been confirmed in Lake Erie and Conesus Lake in western NY, where small groups of dead fish have washed up on shore, the DEC has said.

VHS was first confirmed in NY in May of 2006, linked to the death of thousands of fish in eastern Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence, including many round gobies and some muskellunge. More recently confirmation has seen killed walleye in Conesus Lake.

The virus has been conformed also in burbot, small mouthed bass, rock bass, pumpkinseed, bluntnose minnows and emerald shiners in infected NY waters. Though, it is not clear whether this virus strain will affect trout and salmon at this time, the agency said.

Other NY waterways and waters will be tested as well, DEC spokesperson Maureen Wren said.

A public meeting is to be held at Albany’s Best Western Hotel on January 9, 2006. For more information see www.dec.state.ny.us.

Clearwater Trout Unlimited: Banquet 2007 – Mark Your Calendars Now!  Information for Banquet Reservations It’s that time of the year again to get your reservations made for Banquet 2007! Saturday March 3, 2007 is the date with festivities kicking off at 4pm with cocktail hour and by then all the prizes will be on display for you peruse. At 5pm the hors d’ oeuvres and then by 6 dinner will be served. Meal reservations will be accepted until February 27th.  Name, Address and Phone,  Meal Choice: Chicken Marsala, Bourbon Glazed Salmon, Eggplant Parmigiana or Prime Rib.  Number of Meals ordered X $30 per meal - Make check payable to Clearwater TU  Send reservation with payment to: Bill Cosgrove PO Box 148 Nassau, NY 12123   Clearwater TU is selling Canoe Raffle tickets for this year’s big fundraiser at the Banquet.  It will be the Hornbeck canoe. At press time no details except that a Hornbeck canoe will be raffled were available. There are two ways to enter – see John Morgan at a general meeting between December and February and buy a ticket or send your check, made payable to Clearwater TU to Mark Brown at 169 Old Niskayuna Rd. Latham, NY 12110 and I will enter you in the raffle. Tickets cost $5 each or 5 for $20. For more information see www.hornbeckboats.com
NWTF - Schoharie County Ridge-Runners:
Event date is April 14, 2007 and the location will be @ the Best Western in Cobleskill, N.Y.  POC is Liz Reinhart 518-673-3965   For more information about the NWTF, call 1-800-THE-NWTF.  We are donating 50 turkeys to the Schoharie County Needy as part of the "Turkey Hunters Care" program. This will be for Thanksgiving and Christmas also if they are needed.  Will donate a Turkey Print to SCCA for the 2007 Fair raffle. Meetings are now held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Liz Reinhart home residence - 256 Melick Rd. Canajoharie, NY 13317

SUNY Cobleskill College: Katie Bell gave a presentation on the trip to Alaska where the students participated in a Student Quiz Bowl.  There were 13 colleges competing.  Texas A&M won with Wisconsin being runner up.  This is the ninth time for SUNY Cobleskill.  In 1998 SUNY Cobleskill won.   During the presentation Katie showed several pictures of the students and the many animals of the area.  They saw a total of 7 moose - 4 males, 2 cows and one calf along with 9 black bears and 17 mountain goats.  While there they visited Chugach State Park, the third largest in America with over 500,000 acres of trails and Talkeetna, which is the oldest gold mine in Alaska near Mt. McKinley.  They went fishing near Seward, catching a 35” cohole samon. They also went on a whale watch tour seeing several whales and sea lions along with a tour of the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center and the Alaska Sealife Center.  They visited Exit Glacier, climbed Mt. Marathon which has been melting since 1917.  During their trip they traveled over 500 miles by car seeing 33 birds and 8 mammals.  Each student averaged near $800 for the trip.  They presented a picture of a Bull Moose to SCCA for the donation we gave toward the trip.  Next year the competition will be held in Tucson, Arizona.  The students are planning several fund raisers for next year’s trip.  A game diner will be held on March 17th and the Wildlife Festival will be held April 28th.

Summit SNO Riders: For information contact Bud Rivenburgh at 287-1961 or go to club’s website. Snowmobiler Safety Course will be held at the Summit Conservation Club on November 25th from 9AM to 6PM POC is Donna Rivenburgh (287-1961) For more information go to website.  www.summitsnoriders.com.
Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters. For info http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 30 in attendance at November meeting.  The Youth Archery program will start up on January 6th. 4-10 year olds will be from 9 AM to 11AM.  Freemen Youth Rounds for 10 to 17 year olds will start at 11AM .  The program will go for 9 weeks. Trap shoots will start again the last Friday in April 2007.  $100 donated to the Venison Donation Program to help pay for the butchering cost.  Christmas Party was held on  December 9th from 1PM to 3PM.  Thanks to Pete DeBartolow, everyone had a good time.  Club approved $150 for gifts for Youths.  Membership approved five year Club Membership to the NRA.  The indoor archery range targets are being rebuilt by an Eagle Scout project, Jacob Bauman has asked for permission to tackle this project in the fall at a cost to the club not to exceed $400.  All December raffle tickets are out to sellers.  For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com.

Whitetails Unlimited    Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated $250 toward the price of a new freezer needed to store Venison for this coming season. Also donated is the Black Powder 50 Caliber Whitetails Unlimited Rife for this year’s raffle which every donor gets a chance of winning if they donate a deer to the venison donation program. If you donate your whole deer then you receive a chance at winning this gun.  The drawing will be held December 28th at the SCCA meeting.  There are two butcher shops doing this for our area.  Marlow’s in Howe Cave, 296-8978, and Jim Bleau in Gallupville, 872-9044.  Marlow’s have volunteered their cost every year so far.  Thank you !!!!!  This venison stays here within Schoharie County, handed out through the local food pantries.  For more information contact Neal Baumann at 295-7669.     Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html.

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  After spending 5 days at Looking Glass Pond, Club members assisted by Arthur Reinheimer (and his under water camera) and Steve Bidwell, Richmondville (spent hours in freezing temperatures -in a wet suit - working under water cleaning out the discharge pipe) they were successful in clearing the discharge pipe allowing the pond to return to its normal level. The pond has been overflowing its emergency spill way since early spring. Many attempts to gain permission to repair the flooding conditions were denied by DEC officials until they finally agreed to allow the club to repair the problem late this fall. Also assisting Club members the final day was Fred Linhart and Scott Wells from Stamford DEC Fisheries.  Gary Hamm was elected President to be assisted by Aaron Hamm as vice President. Other officers remain the same.  December 9th  Annual Diner with 70 in attendance.  Raffle winners-(1)-$100.00-Dan Jorgensen, Howe Caves---(2)-$100.00-Sue Sacket, Schoharie--(3)-$50.00- Roberta Jay Perrilo---(4) $50.00-Patrick Gallegher, East Durham---(5)- $50.00-Pat Smith, ?---(6)- $50.00-Santa (P.J.  Pub, Middleburgh---(7)-$25.00-Will Laraway Jr. , Middleburgh---(8)-$25.00- Janice Hamm, Richmondville---(9)-$25.00- Bob Vandergoot, New Jersey ---and (10)-$25.00 Ivan Dutcher, Schenectady.  Tickets were donated by John’s Sports Center located in N. Blenheim, NY.
The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.

SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/   My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please update your address book/list.  Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike
[image: image3.png]


The next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on December 28th at 7:00 PM.  There will be pizza and wings along with refreshments to celebrate the coming year.
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