Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association
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Meeting held at Municipal building located in Richmondville sponsored by the Richmondville Fish & Game Club on January 25, 2006 

Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen

*Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The meeting was called to order at 7:10.   There were 31 in attendance. We still have the SCCA hatpin available. To get a pin you must attend a SCCA meeting and be an associate SCCA member or a member of a dues paying club. 

February SCCA meeting will be held back at the SUNY Cobleskill College.  

The annual Ice Fishing Derby was held on Saturday 02/03/07 with 84 taking part.  There were at least 25 youths ice fishing.  We had 12 inches of ice, enough to drive a truck on!  Dave Wood stepped up to the plate and took registrations starting at 6:00 AM.  The Middleburgh High School Outdoors Sporting Class was responsible for cooking the hotdogs and hot chocolate.  SUNY Cobleskill students from the Wildlife & Fisheries were responsible for handing out the bait fish with Dave Wood supervising.  Dave had to get a special permit for selling the bait fish because of the new NY State laws recently passed because of the VHS disease.  Doug Handy was responsible for picking up the trophies for the young fishing sport boys & girls.  Local 157 Labor Union again donated $100 to pay for the cost of trophies. This is about the fifth year they have supported the association.  The winners were picked every two hours adults & youths won $10 each and the Biggest Pickerel & Perch caught by youths also received fishing poles.  All of the youths, who braved the cold and wind received trophies. Here is a list of the winners. 
Adult Winners: 
0600 – 0800 David Johns & Brent Leichman    0800 – 1000  Sam Kendal & David Johns 
1000 – 1200  Pat Nolette & Bert Tomm            1200 – 1400 Bert Tillman & Andy Joy 

Youth Winners 
0600 – 0800 Bernie Smith     0800 – 1000 Josh Wilcox 
1000 – 1200 Bernie Smith     1200 – 1400 Bernie Smith & Taylor Lamberdoni 

Youth Trophy Winners

Bernie Smith, Josh Wilcox, Hunter Adams, Andy Adams, Maggie Adams, Devin Skinner, Kevin Slummer, Taylor Lamberdonie, Alex Lamberdonie, Katlin Kendle, Patrick Nolette, Eric Wollaber, 

Nick Roney, Tanner Adams, Lewis Page, Justin Trip, Justin Goodrich, Brendan Cousineau, Dillion Cousineau, Stanley Sutton, and Judd Lawyer.

Any youth interested in going to Camp Coby for a week during the Summer contact Mike Zeh or Dave Wood. 

Funding for Bear skin was approved for display at Cobleskill Fair booth.


County will again host canoe raffle for Cobleskill fair – Committee selected. 


Guest Speaker was Walt Bennett, our new Director of Region 4 NYSCC.  He gave an update on the finances of the council, promoted buck a member program, 14 year old hunters for Big Game, Discussed VHS fish disease, Herring bait being used for catching Stripped bass – new laws along with the requirement of the salt water fishing license proposed law and the newly appointed Commissioner of DEC, Mr. Alexander Pete Grannis.  
Gun Hunter Safety course:  Will be given at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club – Registration Date 04/09/07 - 7PM to 9PM.  Class dates are April 16th, 17th, 18th   6 PM – 930 PM  NO WALK INS  New hunters safety requirement – all students must be trained with the use of live firing. 
Trapping Course:  Will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club – March 12th  7PM – 9PM Registration date, Class dates are March 16th 6PM – 9PM, March 17th  8 AM – 2PM NO WALK INS  
SCCA Association Dues:  $30 Dues for associations & $10 for individual memberships.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.

This Could Happen Here In Schoharie County:  Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano's proposal to take judges out of the handgun license process will face its first test this week when the plan comes up for a vote before a Westchester Board of Legislators committee.

The Committee on Legislation, which meets tomorrow afternoon, will consider including the bill in the county's "joint legislative package," an annual set of state priorities set by both Spano and county legislators. The final package - with or without the gun bill - is headed for a board vote Feb. 12.

The committee appears deeply divided about the measure, which calls for county police to take control of the entire pistol-licensing process, from background checks on applicants to a final ruling on the paperwork. Right now, an application starts with the county clerk, goes to police for a background investigation and then to a county judge for a decision.

Handgun owners would also have to reapply for permits every five years; current law calls on them to "recertify" their status.

Recent articles in The Journal News detailed problems the county and state have had tracking permit holders over time, including 13,000 who have failed to file the Westchester recertification paperwork six years after the law took effect.

Deputy County Executive Larry Schwartz argues the change would end the "aspects of cronyism and favoritism" that he alleges have riddled the existing system.

Schwartz argued the bill's merits to key Democrats at a Thursday caucus, noting it has the support of the district attorney, county clerk and police commissioner.

"This is not to take guns away from responsible, law-abiding citizens," he said. "This is about creating consistency in the decision-making process of who should be able to carry a concealed weapon in Westchester County, and that (decision) should be made by experienced, professional police officers."

Most of the committee members agree that the current permit process has not always worked well, and that the rules may need some amendments or clarification. But three of nine members flat-out oppose Spano's overhaul.

"I will not support any action that will diminish or exclude the involvement of the judiciary," said Clinton Young, D-Mount Vernon.

"I think the process they have in place is the best one, considering the other option is to place it under one person who would be tantamount to a czar," said Gordon Burrows, R-Yonkers.

And Minority Leader George Oros, R-Cortlandt, called it "a solution looking for a problem."

"I do question whether it's just wanting control or some sort of power here," he said.

Legislator James Maisano, R-New Rochelle, said he was open-minded. Maisano said he wanted to hear more about what kind of appeals process would be available, and more from the leaders of gun-rights organizations. But Maisano said that he had traditionally favored "the checks and balances between the county police doing the screening and having a judge look at the application."

Legislator Lois Bronz, D-Greenburgh, said she was "very cautious" about "taking the judicial system out of it entirely."

"We've all been told there were instances where the current system is not working well," she said before the meeting with Schwartz.

"If that can be verified, then perhaps we need to take another look at it. We need to be assured that this is the proper approach." Bronz could not be reached after the meeting with Schwartz.

Tom Abinanti, D-Greenburgh, and committee Chairman Vito Pinto, D-Tuckahoe, also expressed concerns.

Abinanti said the complexities of the permit process are "too big an issue to resolve in such a short period of time." While the county executive has identified problems with the process, "I suggest that sometimes when surgery is required, there are occasions where a scalpel, not a meat ax, is a more appropriate tool," he said.

Pinto said at midweek that he had not been convinced that legislators should shift the power equation.

"I was an officer in the Navy, and when I had to do the court-martial where I was the judge and jury, I didn't like that," he said.

After meeting with Schwartz, Pinto said some of his reservations had been allayed. But, he said, "I"m still toying with the idea of fixing the system as it stands without taking it out of the county clerk's and judges hands."

The strongest "yes" vote appears to be from Judy Myers, D-Mamaroneck, who said Friday, "The more I hear and the more I talk to public safety people, the more I'm being convinced it's in the best interest of public safety.

"For any law-abiding citizen with a gun permit who needs one, nothing will really change. But in terms of public safety, I think this tightens things up a bit and also makes it much more efficient, to keep the entire process with public safety, and then to take a look back every five years and make sure whoever has a gun permit really has a need for what they have, because needs do change."

Board Majority Leader Martin Rogowsky, D-Harrison, who was wary earlier, said he has "a much more open mind" after hearing Schwartz's arguments.

There is also a possible 10th vote, from Board Chairman William Ryan, D-White Plains, who can sit on any committee. Ryan said he supports Spano's bill and might join the committee if his vote is needed.

Westchester County legislators are abandoning - at least for now - a proposal to put county police entirely in control of pistol licenses.

The Westchester Co. Board of Legislators did not take up Andy Spano's pistol licensing proposal or any of his 2007 State Legislative Program at today's meeting.  The next scheduled meeting of the full Board of Legislators is March 12 at 7:00pm.

Message from our new Governor:  




January 25, 2007

Governor Spitzer announces that he has selected Assemblyman Alexander “Pete” Grannis as the new Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Assemblyman Grannis has served on the NYS Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee since the mid 1970s and is a strong advocate for a clean environment.  He is also known as an opponent of trapping.  He fly-fishes and has a mixed record on hunting issues.

Judith Enck has been appointed Deputy Secretary for Environment and will remain a close advisor to the Governor on all environmental issues.

New York State Conservation Council President Harold Palmer and Legislative Vice President Wallace John plan to meet with Commissioner Grannis in the near future.Spitzer said in his State Address that DEC needs to be ``revived.''  The cold irony of the Pataki years is that the DEC was forced to lead by example as an agency that was required to wear many hats and do more with fewer and fewer employees, as a model for other agencies. Over time, the DEC lost a quarter of its manpower, and became a shell of its former self under George Pataki. Even though it was arguably Pataki's favorite go-to state agency.
Spitzer has hinted he will return manpower to the DEC, the constitutional steward of the outdoors. Judiciously done, that is the best single act he could perform to benefit New York's environment at this point. 
But not before he settles who the next commissioner of the agency will be. Daily, the handicapping keeps shifting among Judith Enck, his key environmental adviser at the AG's office; Joe Martens, who heads the Open Space Institute; Ned Sullivan, head of Scenic Hudson; Mike Gerard, a Manhattan environmental lawyer; and Brad Campbell, a ranking official in New Jersey's Department of Environmental Protection. Meanwhile, Pataki-appointee Denise Sheehan will remain at her desk as commissioner until it’s resolved.
NYSCC Region 4:  
           A Region 4 meeting was held February 7th. We didn't have a quorum. 
Attendees were: Kevin Bush,  M/M  Walt Bennet, the new Director, Willie Karlau, Dave Wood, Dan Owens and Gordy  Emerson.  No official Business was conducted.  Discussions were held on the following: 
(1) New York State Conservation Council financial crisis, (2) Agenda of Events for the March on Albany-Council meeting 3/11, 0930 meeting on legislative propose laws, 0900 meeting with Legislators 3/12,  and (3) Region IV Spring Meeting at SUNY Cobleskill - March 24th. 
Big push for the buck a member program to help the Council get back on its feet financially.  Also the council would like to see an increase in membership applications.  For Guardian the cost is $25, Defender $60, and life $250.  For more info please call 315-894-3302.  The Council is sponsoring a Legislative Bill to lower the legal age for hunting with a gun to 14 for big game.  New York State is one of the few that doesn’t allow this.   The council will not support any License Fee increase! Will hold Annual Spring Meeting at SUNY Cobleskill College on March 24th.  Please make reservations POC is Mike Zeh 868-4618

Message from the President of the New York State Conservation Council: 
Hello All,

I believe that we must question people who may gain a position that could be used in a way detrimental to our way of life. 

 I have questioned Assemblyman Grannis about the legislation he has introduced that would be detrimental to trapping and hunting.

 Mr. Grannis stated that he is an active fly-fisherman and grew up in the midwest, hunting and fishing with his father and brothers.

 Mr. Grannis stated that when he sponsored the legislation to add wild game and birds to the animal anti-cruelty laws, (Bill #A3006), he made sure to add a provision that it would not prohibit or interfere in any way with anyone lawfully engaged in hunting, trapping or fishing. This legislation was initiated because of news reports about people setting rabbits and squirrels on fire,slitting throats of geese and swans and shooting hawks. Its intent was to stop the torture of animals by a few depraved individuals. 

 Mr. Grannis stated that, as a legislator, his legislation reflects the interests of the people that elected him.  The trapping legislation was the result of public outcry about pets being caught in traps.

 Mr. Grannis stated that as Commissioner of the Department of Enviromental Conservation, he will have a much different focus, with responsibilities well beyond those of an individual legislator.  He will have all New Yorkers to work for so that everyone can enjoy our natural resources.  Mr. Grannis stated that he is looking forward to working with the sportsmen of this state.

 Not all of Mr. Grannis' votes were bad to sportsmen. One in particular was that he did vote to allow the hunting age for small game to be lowered to 12 when that came up for a vote a few years back.

 If Mr. Grannis is confirmed as Commissioner of DEC, I hope he will work as hard for sportsmen as he did for his constituents in the 65th Assembly District.

 For the record, at this time, the NYSCC DOES NOT SUPPORT OR OPPOSE Mr. Grannis for Commissioner of the Department of Enviromental Conservation.

 Mr. Grannis also stated that he will be at the NYSCC legislative meeting to answer questions.
Yours in Conservation,  Harold L. Palmer – President New York State Conservation Council Inc.

The next Fish & Wildlife Management Board meeting will be held February 28th at the Middleburgh Diner.
Clearwater Trout Unlimited: Banquet 2007 – Mark Your Calendars Now!  Information for Banquet Reservations It’s that time of the year again to get your reservations made for Banquet 2007! Saturday March 3, 2007 is the date with festivities kicking off at 4pm with cocktail hour and by then all the prizes will be on display for you peruse. At 5pm the hors d’ oeuvres and then by 6 dinner will be served. Meal reservations will be accepted until February 27th.  Name, Address and Phone, Meal Choice: Chicken Marsala, Bourbon Glazed Salmon, Eggplant Parmigiana or Prime Rib.  Number of Meals ordered X $30 per meal - Make check payable to Clearwater TU Send reservation with payment to: Bill Cosgrove PO Box 148 Nassau, NY 12123   Clearwater TU is selling Canoe Raffle tickets for this year’s big fundraiser at the Banquet.  It will be the Hornbeck canoe. At press time no details except that a Hornbeck canoe will be raffled were available. There are two ways to enter – see John Morgan at a general meeting between December and February and buy a ticket or send your check, made payable to Clearwater TU to Mark Brown at 169 Old Niskayuna Rd. Latham, NY 12110 and I will enter you in the raffle. Tickets cost $5 each or 5 for $20. For more information see www.hornbeckboats.com 

The next Chapter meeting is February 19, 2007. Speaker will be Pat Sisti speaking on “Fishing the San Juan on a Shoestring Budget.” For those of you wanting to go out west soon, but still find it a pricey adventure come see what Pat has to say about doing a nice western trip as money conscious as possible. Guest tier is legendary tier Bill Donato tying something special from his many years at the vise. 
               All are welcome and as usual the meeting is free of charge. Meetings are held at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel about a mile east of the end of the Northway (I-87). We start with the guest fly tier at 6:30pm and our presentation begins about an hour later. 

Our email list is up to 157 members getting their newsletter about 10 days ahead of the mailed version and cutting costs to the Chapter. Each newsletter costs a whopping $1.10 per copy to produce, fold, label and mail which amounts to almost $8,000 per year. That money represents about one half of the Chapter’s annual budget and could do a lot of conservation work in the Capital District area. And they’re also saving a few trees and some landfill space to boot! Electronic newsletter also saves me a trip each week further saving gas! There are too many reasons to list in this space why you should join us in the 21st century and get your newsletter by email! 

But now there is one more reason to go electronic! Effective May, 2007 the written, folded, stamped, mailed newsletter for Trout Unlimited will fade into history and be no more. The Board has decided to send the newsletter electronically to members and place it on the Chapter website for members to stay informed there. 

Members have several options to get their electronic version of the newsletter. Having an email address or an internet capable computer is one way. If you don’t have an email address, check out Yahoo.com for information to register for one free of charge. Remember that friends, relatives, schools, libraries, etc all have internet service for you to use so take advantage of the ways to get online and allow the Chapter to take advantages mentioned above. 
NWTF - Schoharie County Ridge-Runners:

 We are donating 50 turkeys to the Schoharie County Needy. As part of the "Turkey Hunters Care" program. This will be for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Also if needed NWTF has a Turkey Print to donate to SCCA – 

NWTF  Event date is April 14, 2007 and the location will be @ the Best Western in Cobleskill, N.Y.  POC is Liz Reinhart 518-673-3965   For more information about the NWTF, call 1-800-THE-NWTF. Meetings are now held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Liz Reinhart home residence - 256 Melick Rd. Canajoharie, NY 13317  Liz & husband did an Eiddie Eagle training program at the Sharon Springs Elementary School this past month.   This is a great safety program promoted by the NRA.  
SUNY Cobleskill College:  Several students will be giving power point presentations at this SCCA meeting.   

Summit SNO Riders: For information contact Bud Rivenburgh at 287-1961 or go to club’s website. Snowmobiler Safety Course will be held at the Summit Conservation Club on November 25th from 9AM to 6PM POC is Donna Rivenburgh (287-1961) For more information go to website.  www.summitsnowriders.com. Plaque for Einar Haslum Memorial bridge. 
Cobleskill Rod & Gun Club: Selling buttons again to help raise money for the stocking of Tiger Trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond on Dow road. New restriction 3 – trout limit per day.  Bulletin board built by Cobleskill Biy Scouts.   
Summit Conservation Club  Held a pancake breakfast on January 7th and will have stuffed Pizza on January 20 & 21 from 12 noon until 4:00 PM.  Will also have breakfast February 4th 8-noon, and stuffed pizza on February 17th & 18th noon – 7PM same times and dates for March. April 1st for Pancakes and pizza on April 14th & 15. 

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters. For info http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 28 in attendance at January meeting.  Third largest Youth Archery Program in State!!!!!!  The Youth Archery program started up on January 6th. 4-10 year olds will be from 9 AM to 11AM.  Freemen Youth Rounds for 10 to 17 year olds will start at 11AM.  The program will go for 9 weeks.  They have had over 118 different youths shooting archery during this time frame.  Archery Banquet will be held March 10th.  Youth Tournament will be held March 23rd.  Trap shoots will start again the last Friday in April 2007.  The indoor archery range targets have been completed. Thanks to Eagle Scout Jacob Bauman.  Big discussion on this year’s December raffle.  Guns/Cash (30 winners) vs All 30 each $250 Cash winners with $25 winner for the number before and after daily numbers (90) winners.  A vote will be taken at the next meeting March 1st .  Presented Russ Marlow from Howe Cave with a plaque for his help with the Venison Donation Program.  Will be sending two youths to Camp Coby, $250 each (DEC Environmental Camp).   For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com.  

Whitetails Unlimited    Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited will pay the fee charged for a youth to attend Camp Colby. There will be a meeting at 7:30 PM on March 5th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html.

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:.
The club held its 13th annual ice fishing derby on 02/10/07 with close to 65 sports men, women, and youths.  The following were the winners: Arnie Marsh with a 24.5” 3.6 lbs pickerel and Sam Kendal with the largest perch of the day each won $10.  Justin Goodrick and Brandon Mann received jigging fish poles for catching the largest pickerel & perch in the youth category.  Other winners of each of the 2 hours time frames were: 0600 – 0800 Sam Kendal & Arnie Marsh, 0800 – 1000 Justin Goodrich & Sam Kendal, 1000 – 1200 Dylan Cousineau & Jason Jerrey, 1200 – 1400 Arnie Marsh & Brandon Mann.  Each winner received $10.  $80 was turned over to SUNY Cobleskill student for helping with the bait fish and $25 was given to the Middleburgh High School Outdoors Class for helping with cooking hotdogs & hot chocolate.  Gary Hamm, Larry Hamm & Dave Wood were the club representative for the derby.  Gerald Hamm is home doing great after knee surgery. 
The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/   My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please update your address book/list.  Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike 
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The next meeting will be held at the Curtis Mott building on the Cobleskill College campus, sponsored by the Fisheries and Wildlife Classes on February 22nd at 7:00 PM 
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